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Come to Carfin … that’s 
the appeal being made 

to Catholics this month as 
the Lanarkshire shrine wel-
comes the relics of St Berna-
dette of Lourdes and marks 
its 100th anniversary.

A special national pilgrim-
age is planned for the last 
weekend in September to 
coincide with the arrival of 
the relics of the little French 
visionary whose experiences 
led to the foundation of the 
shrine at Lourdes.

Bishop Joe Toal of Mother-
well said: “Normally we have 
the National Pilgrimage to 
the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Lourdes at Carfin on the 
First Sunday in September 

and clergy and 
faithful from 
across Scotland 
and beyond 
have partici-
pated. 

“It is always therefore a 
Day of Celebration of our 
Catholic faith as we gather 
to worship God and pray for 
the needs of the Church and 
the World…

“This is a very special year 
though and the National 
Pilgrimage has been moved 
to the last Sunday in Sep-
tember, Sunday 25th. It is 
a special year as it marks 
the Centenary of the Grotto 
and that, in itself, is rea-
son enough to encourage a 

strong and wide participa-
tion in the Pilgrimage. 

“Sunday, September 25th, 
will be very special as the 
Relics of St Bernadette will 
be with us at Carfin that 
day and will remain there 
throughout the rest of that 
week. It has been decided 
therefore to have the Pil-
grimage on that day”.

Archbishop Nolan is en-
couraging parishes and in-
dividuals to make the mini-
pilgrimage to Carfin to greet 
the relics. He said: “The Car-
fin story is hugely inspir-
ing – and there could be no 
better way to mark 100 years 
of our own national shrine 
than to welcome the relics of 

St Bernadette.
“I would say to people 

who maybe haven’t been to 
Carfin for years to go along 
and experience the new fa-
cilities, the new shrines and 
feel the great surge of energy 
that comes from sharing our 
faith in such a special setting 
at such a special moment.”

Mass in Honour of Our 
Lady of Lourdes and St Ber-
nadette, and in thanksgiving 
for the 100 Years of the Grot-
to, will be 3pm, with the Ro-
sary Procession afterwards. 
The Bishop of Motherwell 
will lead the Liturgy and will 
be joined by Archbishop No-
lan and bishops and priests 
from across Scotland. 

by ronnie 
convery
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A £350,000 interior re-
furbishment of St Aloy-

sius, Garnethill, routinely 
described as the most beau-
tiful church in the Archdio-
cese, is currently underway 
which will see seven layers 
of paint removed dating 
back to 1910 when the only 
Jesuit church in Glasgow 
was built.

New specialist paint, de-
signed to combat damp 
which has led to flaking of 
the plaster, will be applied 
and new energy efficient 
LED lighting installed.

Given the scale of the 
work and the use of scaf-
folding towers, disruption 
is inevitable but is planned 
to be kept to the minimum 
with week day Masses held 
in the Ignatian Spiritual-
ity Centre in nearby Scott 
Street, while the Saturday 
5pm Mass and the Sunday 
Masses will continue to be 
celebrated in the church.

Part of the church will 
be allocated for services at 
week-ends apart from the 
week-end of the 3rd and 4th 
September, September 8th 
and 9th and 15th and 16th 
Oct when the church will 
not be available.

On these week-ends the 
5pm Saturday and 9pm 
Sunday Masses will be in 
the Ignatian Spirituality 
Centre, whilst the 10am and 
12pm Masses will be in St. 
Aloysius’ College hall

Funerals which would 
normally be held in St Aloy-
sius will be held St. Patrick’s 
Anderston instead.

The repairs are being paid 
for by £230,000 from the 
parish funds plus a dona-
tion from the Jesuit Prov-

ince of £100,000.
The work on the A-listed 

church, expected to be com-
pleted in time for Christ-
mas, is the latest in a series 
of refurbishments, both in-
terior and exterior, which 
began in 2004, and which 
included the discovery of 
two original 10ft x 10ft can-
vasses by an unknown art-
ist hidden under a layer of 
wallpaper which showed 
Jesuit founder St Ignatius 
Loyola and St John Ogilvie 
bowing before the Madonna 
and Child.

Local artist Nichol Wheat-
ley and his assistants spent 
eight weeks on scaffolding 
80ft off the ground paint-
ing the figures of Mathew, 
Mark, Luke and John as an 
angel, lion, ox and eagle on 

the corners of the dome.
The dome itself was 

regilded by craftsman Scott 
Telfer and Stewart McLaren, 
and a mosaic of the Last 
Supper above the altar and 
the church’s magnificent 
stained glass windows were 
deep cleaned by specialists.

In 2015 a new organ was 
bought in a joint venture 
between the church and St 
Aloysius’ College and paid 
in part by a significent do-
nation from Glasgow hotel-
ier and former college pupil 
Maurice Taylor. 

Further restoration work 
was carried out in 2019 
which involved urgent ma-
sonry repair work to the bell 
tower which was paid for by 
donations from parishion-
ers of £100,000, £93,000 
from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and £140,000 from 
Historic Environment Scot-
land.

by brian swanson

picture by paul mcsherry

St Aloysius to 
be restored

The oldest parish priest in the Arch-
diocese celebrated his Diamond 

Jubilee at a Mass with his family and 
declared: “I’m not ready to hang up my 
stole quite yet!”

Canon Willie McGinley, 84, has been 
parish priest at St Patrick’s, Old Kil-
patrick, for the past nine years and on 
June 29th, the feast of St Peter and Paul, 
he celebrated 60 years of the priesthood - 
on the very day he was given the all clear 
from Covid.

He said: “I was exhausted, but I had 
great support from the parish as I have 
had from the day I came here.

“It was a wonderful occasion but a lot 
of my family were away on holiday and 
couldn’t make it for one reason or another 
so we held a family Mass as well more re-
cently – my jubilee celebrations seem to 
have gone on longer than the Queen’s!”

Gorbals-born and one of a family of 
three, Canon Willie studied at Blairs and 

St Peter’s Cardross before being ordained 
at St Andrew’s Cathedral and then taking 
up his first appointment at St Bernard’s, 
Nitshill.

He said: “Ten of us were ordained on the 
same day and there are just two of us left 
now. There are one or two priests older 
than me but they don’t have parishes, so I 
suppose I have set a record of some sort.

“I don’t have a have a secret formula – 
all I can say is I love it here, I’ve got my 
health, my mobility and my marbles but 
above all a great wee parish.

“During Covid I was able, with their 
permission, to visit folks at home to ad-
minister the sacraments and to anoint 
the sick and so on and they looked after 
me too and I’m very grateful for that.” 

Ad Multos annos!

Jubilee joy for Canon Willie
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Founded by faith in 
times of need, and 

fuelled ever since by the 
simple desire to reach 
out to the vulnerable and 
homeless, The Legion of 
Mary Wayside Club is to 
hold a Mass of thanks-
giving to mark 90 years 
of caring for others later 
this month. 

Volunteers past and 
present, office bearers 
and those who have used 
the service for many years 
will join priests and dea-
cons who have been close-
ly associated with the for 
the Mass at Blessed Duns 
Scotus, Ballater Street, at 
3pm on Sunday Septem-
ber 18 when Archbishop 
Nolan will be the principal 
celebrant.

From a base in Midland 
Street in the city centre, 
for more than 40 years, 
generations of volunteers 
have faithfully provided 
food and friendship to the 
marginalised, the lost, the 
lonely, the displaced.

The small matter of 

World War II, 
and more re-
cently Covid 
restrictions 

did not prevent the work 
– often described as  
“Catholicism with its 
sleeves rolled up” – from 
continuing to meet the 
needs of those in need.

They do this every single 
night of the year as well as 
every Saturday afternoon. 
It is an astonishing com-
mitment.

Founded in Dublin in 
1921 by Frank Duff, a Cath-
olic layman who dedicated 
his life to caring for the 
poor, the Legion of Mary 
now has a presence in al-
most 200 countries world-
wide.

Then, as now, it depends 
on volunteers like the ded-
icated helpers in Midland 
Street.

It’s worth noting that 
while very few of those 
who benefit from the work 
of the Legion of Mary are, 
strictly speaking, home-
less, it does not diminish 

their needs.
Many have their own 

tenancies but struggle 
to cope with rising food 
prices; others ‘sofa-surf ’ 
at friends’ houses, or sleep 
in temporary accommo-
dation while a very small 
number choose to sleep 
rough.

The dedicated volunteer 
team at Midland Street 
have also found that an 
increasing number of mi-
grants and asylum seekers 
use the service.

Yet despite the changes 
in both society and indi-
vidual circumstances the 
ethos of the Legion of Mary 
remains unchanged. 

As Lawrence McGarry, a 
parishioner of St Ninian’s 
and Holy Family, Kirkin-
tilloch (who has been in-
volved with the charity for 
more than thirty years) 
put it in a earlier interview 
with Flourish: “As long as 
people come to our door 
we’ll be here to open it for 
them.”

Ad Multos Annos!

Legion of Mary celebration
by brian 
swanson
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Clergy and parishion-
ers at St Aloysius, 

Garnethill have paid a 
fond farewell to Brother 
Rene De Los Reyes as he 
begins his discernment 
to the priesthood.

Brother Rene, 54, is cur-
rently back home in the 
Philippines for the first 
time in many years and 
will now actively seek or-
dination in a diocese in 
the UK. 

In the past two and a 
half years since Brother 
Rene came to Glasgow he 
has made himself hugely 
popular for his unswerv-
ing faith and enthusiasm.

A superbly talented art-
ist he painted the Church’s 
annual liturgical calendar 
illustrated with exqui-
sitely detailed images of 
Scottish wild flowers and 
scenes of Highland land-
scapes as well as creating 
3D Nativity and Easter 
scenes for the sanctuary 
using old cardboard boxes 
and scrap materials.

His work 
with refugees 
will be sorely 

missed, according to Eng-
lish language class co-or-
dinator Kevin Wyber.

He said: “His work with 
the school has been a real 
blessing – he was the first 
in and the last to leave and 
always freely and happily 
contributed his organisa-
tional skills, creative en-
ergy and enthusiasm.

“His empathy with and 
friendly support for our 
refugee friends was clear 
to see.”

Father Antony Con-
nelly C.P., ordained 

a priest at St Mungo’s 
Townhead two years 
ago but a member of the 
clergy team since 2017, 
has taken up a new post 
with the Passionists at 
their parish and retreat 
centre at Ministeracres, 
County Durham.

The move means that he 
has had to give up his part 
time role as a chaplain to 
Stella Maris, the interna-
tional welfare organisation 
for seafarers which was 
founded in Glasgow just 
over a hundred years ago.

Father Connelly said: “It 
goes without saying that 
I will miss all my friends 
from St Mungo’s and Stella 
Maris but equally I’m look-
ing forward to the new 
challenges and opportuni-
ties.

“And it’s not as if I’ll be 
living at the other side of 
the world – I’m only 150 
miles away.”

Parish Priest Father 
Frank Keevins said: “Just a 
few months after Brother 
Antony became Father An-
tony, along came Covid, 
and lockdown, and so, for 
a good part of his first two 
years as a priest, Fr Antony 
was celebrating Mass in our 
Oratory in Bishopbriggs, 
streamed live on YouTube, 
which he had been instru-

mental in set-
ting up.

“It was an 
unusual beginning to 
his life as a priest, but, 
since things returned to 
the new normal, we have 
come to know him as be-
ing a thoughtful, excellent 
preacher, very often sprin-
kling his homilies with 
quotes from his favourite 
films, especially Lord of 
the Rings.

“There were a few, more 
personal special moments 
as well. Here in St. Mun-
go’s, he conducted the wed-
ding of his wee sister, Jill, 
to Ryan, and later had the 
delight of baptising their 
baby son, and his nephew, 
Liam.

“Father Antony as a man 
of many talents, coupled 
with great energy anden-
thusiasm but also, speak-
ing personally, I will miss 
him as a good friend.

“In the Book of Job, it 
says that the Lord gives, 
and the Lord takes away, 
blessed be name of the 
Lord. 

“As Father Antony is tak-
en away from us, we look 
forward to welcoming Fa-
ther Gareth back to min-
istry here in St. Mungo’s. 
Father Gareth will join us 
at the end of this month to 
form the new dream team 
with myself and Fr John, 
and not forgetting Fr Jus-
tinian out at the house.”

A spokesperson for Stella 
Maris said: “We are grateful 
to Fr Antony for providing 
vital pastoral and practical 
support to seafarers and 
fishers during his time as 
port chaplain in the Clyde 
region.

“Among other things, he 
celebrated Mass for hun-
dreds of crew members 
who had to remain on 
board cruise ships tem-
porarily laid-up at ports 
in and around Glasgow 
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic.”

Stella Maris Scotland 
senior area chaplain Dea-
con Joe O’ Donnell, who 
worked alongside Fr An-
tony said, “We’re very 
thankful and grateful to 
have had him as a col-
league, and for his minis-
try to seafarers and fishers. 
We wish him well.”

Br Rene’s fond 
farewell

Fr Antony heading south

Pastures new for priests
September will be a 

bitter-sweet month for 
priests and parishioners 
across the Archdiocese as 
they bid farewell to much-
loved priests and welcome 
new pastors.

At the start of the month 
the Cathedral will bid fare-
well to Canon Gerald Shar-
key who becomes parish 
priest of Saint Margaret’s 
and Our Holy Redeemer’s, 
Clydebank. Fr Joseph Walsh 
will also bid farewell to 
Clyde Street after more than 
15 years of quiet and much-

appreciated service. Con-
tinued health issues mean 
he can no longer continue 
his Cathedral ministry. 

Canon Andrew McKenzie, 
currently parish priest of 
Saint Joseph’s, Tollcross and 
Saint Joachim’s, Carmyle, 
becomes Administrator of 
Saint Andrew’s Metropoli-
tan Cathedral. It won’t be a 
totally new experience for 
Canon Andy as he is often 
on duty at the Cathedral as 
the Archbishop’s Master of 
Ceremonies.

He will be welcomed by 
Father Chiedozie (Chido) 
Ezeribe (Diocese of Minna, 
Nigeria) who was recently 
appointed to Saint Andrew’s 

Cathedral and is already 
making many friends with 
his welcoming and hard-
working approach.

Another big change will 
be in Clydebank. Canon 
Gerard Tartaglia, currently 
parish priest of Saint Mar-
garet’s and Our Holy Re-
deemer parishes in Clyde-
bank will pack his bags after 
more than a decade in post 
to take up the new challenge 
of becoming parish priest of 
the three parishes of Holy 
Family and Saint Ninian 
and Saint Flannan’s, Kirkin-
tilloch, and Saint John of the 
Cross, Twechar. He will be 
joined by newly ordained Fr 
Edward Toner.

Clydebank
Father Len Purcell steps 

down as parish priest of 
Saint Flannan’s, Kirkintil-
loch and Saint John of the 
Cross, Twechar, to take up 
a ministry in hospital chap-
laincy.

Father Stephen Han-
nah, currently parish priest 
of Holy Family and Saint 
Ninian’s, Kirkintilloch be-
comes parish priest of Saint 
Joseph’s Tollcross and Saint 
Joachim’s, Carmyle.

Later in the month a sec-
ond set of moves will take 
place.

Father William Monaghan 
(parish priest, Saint Agnes’, 
Lambhill) is retiring after a 
long ministry and will take 
up residence in Saint Paul’s, 
Whiteinch. Father Antho-
ny Ejikeme (parish priest, 

Saint Martin’s, Renton) will 
take Fr Willie’s place as the 
new parish priest of Saint 
Agnes’, Lambhill.

Emotion
In the west end there will 

be much emotion as Canon 
Peter McBride leaves office 
as parish priest of Saint 
Peter’s and Saint Simon’s, 
Partick to return to his 
home parish as parish priest 
of Saint Martin’s, Renton. 

CLeRGy ChAnGeS

by ronnie convery

pictures by paul mcsherry

Stepping into the west-end 
role will be Monsignor Paul 
Murray, the long-serving 
and popular parish priest 
of Saint Helen’s, Langside. 
Father Frank McKendry (re-
cently ordained) will work 
with Monsignor Paul as as-
sistant priest at Saint Peter’s 
and St Simon’s.

The ever popular and ac-
tive Father Benneth Onye-
buchukwu (until now parish 
priest, Our Lady of Perpetual 

Succour and Corpus Christi) 
is to be the new parish priest 
of Saint Helen’s, and Chap-
lain to Holyrood Secondary 
School.

Father Augustine Aboyomi 
gets a new challenge as he 
leaves his role as assistant 
priest at Saint Peter’s and 
Saint Simon’s, Partick to 
become parish priest of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour 
and Corpus Christi, also in 
the west end of the city.
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The smiling 
Pope is now 
Blessed
I wasn’t old enough to remem-

ber where I was when JFK was 
shot. But I remember precisely 
the tea and toast I was consum-
ing at 8am one late September 
morning in 1978 when the local 
radio news broadcast the head-
line, ‘The Pope is dead’.

My first reaction was that this 
must be some kind of embar-
rassing broadcasting hitch – the 
news of August 6 (when Pope Paul 
VI really had died) had somehow 
been rebroadcast a month later. 
What an error!

I was wrong. The new Pope, 
the smiling Pope, had indeed 
died in the night.

The death of John Paul I 
shocked the world. Sinister 
theories abounded. Had he been 
killed by the Mafia because he 
was going to close down the 
Vatican bank? Were mysterious 
groups in Rome so worried by 
his plans for renewal they had 
poisoned him? Whatever the 
truth … it was quite shocking to 
lose two Popes in two months.

Fast forward to September 
2022 and the shortest-reigning 
Pope in recent history becomes 
‘Blessed John Paul I’ this month - 
44 years after his sudden death.

Albino Luciani, Patriarch of 
Venice, was elected to the Pa-
pacy following the death of Pope 
Paul VI in the summer of 1978. 
He served for just 33 days, but in 
that month his smile, his simple 
wisdom and his evident good-
ness won over the world.

A few of his simple sayings 
during still cause me to reflect 
… “We are the objects of undy-
ing love on the part of God. We 
know he has always his eyes 
open on us, even when it seems 
to be dark. He is our father; even 
more he is our mother. He does 
not want to hurt us, He wants 
only to do good to us, to all of us. 
If children are ill, they have addi-
tional claim to be loved by their 
mother. And we too, if by chance 
we are sick with badness, on the 
wrong track, have yet another 
claim to be loved by the Lord.”

A Pope who dares to say that 
God is maternal as well as pa-
ternal was – and is – powerful 
to read.

The man who was to become 
Pope was born on October 17, 
1912, near Belluno in Northern 
Italy , to a family of modest cir-
cumstances. He was immedi-
ately baptized by the midwife 
because his life was in danger. 
His father John, a man of social-
ist views, worked as a seasonal 
migrant.

Much has been written about 
the unexpected death of Pope 
Luciani and its causes. The sus-
picions and confusion were 
fostered by the decision of the 
Vatican authorities – taken by 
surprise at the events on the 
morning of September 29 1978 
– to give, in the official press 
release of the Press Office, a ver-

sion that was not true. 
It said there that the pope had 

been found dead by his secretary, 
the Irish priest, Fr. John Magee. 
Instead, he had been found by 
Sister Vincenza Taffarel, ac-
companied by Sister Margherita 
Marin, who were concerned be-
cause the pope had not yet gone 
to pray in the chapel at the usual 
time.

At the collection of docu-
ments for the beatification, the 
testimony of Sister Margherita 
Marin, the only one still alive 
among the four nuns present in 
the papal apartments that day, 
was finally taken and her narra-
tion dispels all doubts. 

Also included is the statement 
of the Pope’s doctor, Renato Buz-
zonetti, who certified the John 
Paul I’s death and considered it a 
sudden, natural, instantaneous 
death, which occurred around 
11pm from acute myocardial in-
farction. A heart attack.

An extensive medical history 
of Pope Luciani’s health through-

out his life until his last days is 
also added. Basically – despite 
the plots and theories and block-
busters – his sudden death was 
not foreseeable.

The new Blessed is the latest in 
a long line of 20th century Popes 
to be named Blessed or Saint. 
Indeed when the Bishop of his 
home diocese first spoke to the 
Vatican about opening the cause 
for the beatification of John Paul 
I, it was pointed out to him that, 
in addition to the already canon-
ized Pius X, the causes of Pius 
IX, Pius XII, John XXIII and 
Paul VI (and later John Paul II) 
were underway and, perhaps 
for the time being, these popes 
would suffice! 

In November 2017, Pope Fran-
cis recognised Papa Luciani’s 
“heroic virtues,” and in October 
2021 a decree concerning the 
miraculous healing of a little 
girl in Buenos Aires suffering 
from acute encephalopathy. This 
opened the way for the beatifica-
tion.

BeATIFICATIOn OF JOhn PAUL I

The simple, gentle soul 
that was Albino Luciani 
shines through in the 
words of his first Angelus 
message, delivered the 
day after his election:

yesterday morning I went 
to the Sistine Chapel to 

vote tranquilly. never could I 
have imagined what was about 
to happen. 

As soon as the danger for me 
had begun, the two colleagues 
who were beside me whispered 
words of encouragement. One 
said: “Courage! If the Lord 
gives a burden, he also gives the 
strength to carry it.” The other 
colleague said: “Don’t be afraid; 
there are so many people in the 

whole world who are praying 
for the new Pope.” When the 
moment of decision came, I ac-
cepted.

Then there was the question 
of the name, for they also ask 
what name you wish to take, 
and I had thought little about 
it. My thoughts ran along these 
lines: Pope John had decided 
to consecrate me himself in St 
Peter’s Basilica, then, however 
unworthy, I succeeded him in 
Venice on the Chair of St Mark, 
in that Venice which is still full 
of Pope John. He is remembered 
by the gondoliers, the Sisters, 
everyone.

Then Pope Paul not only 
made me a Cardinal, but some 
months earlier, on the wide 
footbridge in St Mark’s Square, 

he made me blush to the roots 
of my hair in the presence of 
20,000 people, because he re-
moved his stole and placed it 
on my shoulders. Never have I 
blushed so much!

Furthermore, during his 
15years of pontificate this Pope 
has shown, not only to me but 
to the whole world, how to love, 
how to serve, how to labour 
and to suffer for the Church of 
Christ.

For that reason I said: “I shall 
be called John Paul.” I have nei-
ther the “wisdom of the heart” 
of Pope John, nor the prepara-
tion and culture of Pope Paul, 
but I am in their place. I must 
seek to serve the Church. I hope 
that you will help me with your 
prayers.

he charmed us with his simplicity…

Ronnie Convery
Editor of Flourish
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Support for Women 
Af fected By Separa-

tion and Divorce is a new, 
and much needed, minis-
try across the Archdiocese 
of Glasgow and has been 
set up by a small group of 
women who know what 
it’s like to carry the hurt, 
guilt, shame and anxiety 
caused by marriage break-
down. 

The organisers have all 
walked this journey and 
have had to start life over 
and have been delighted to 
support other women over 

the last few months who 
need a listening ear, help, 
guidance or just to know 
that life will get better, and 
it will, because you are a 
daughter of God. 

They understand that 
taking the first step to seek 
support can be difficult and 
you never need to share 
personal details of your 
situation, but often it helps 
to speak to others who have 
been where you are. 

They can promise you 
that a warm welcome 
awaits along with great 

cake, tea, coffee and lots of 
tissues (just in case). 

Dates of the next meet-
ing is Friday, 7th October in 
St Patrick’s Church Hall in 
Dumbarton from 6pm un-
til 8pm.

You can contact the group 
prior to the meeting at:

Email: glasgowarchdio-
cesewomensgroup@gmail.
com

Facebook: Faith Living 
(Archdioceses of Glasgow)

Twitter: @GAWomenSu-
pport

Divorced or separated? you’re not alone

A new charity founded 
by a Glasgow-based 

Xaverian missionary priest 
and a retired business-
man has raised thousands 
of pounds to pay for life 
changing surgery for chil-
dren in Sierra Leone.

And now the pair have set 
themselves a target of 
£100,000 to fund many 
more operations over the 
coming years.

Mission Sierra Leone was 
formed when Father 
Eugenio Montesi, based at 
St Bartholomew’s, Castle-
milk, found himself sitting 
beside George Paterson, 
who has a background in 
charity fund raising, at a 
dinner for supporters of the 
Xaverians.

Father Montesi, who 
spent most of his missionary 
life working in Sierra Leone 

in West Africa 
said: “I had not 
met George 
before so when 

I told him all about the poor 
children and how they 
suffered with clubfoot 
which is a really terrible 
terrible condition he was 
very touched and 
concerned.

“I showed him pictures of 
what had been achieved and 
he was moved right away to 
help.”

George, a parishioner of 
St Joseph’s Clarkston, said: 
“I had the pleasure of having 
Fr Montesi, as a fellow guest 
at dinner and he showed me 
disturbing photos of young 
children with cleft palate 
and neglected clubfoot, all 
of whom required urgent 
surgery. 

“Until Fr Montesi became 

ill with malaria and had to 
return to Glasgow he spent 
many years in Sierra Leone 
and was active in the setting 
up of hospitals, schools and 
colleges as well as a care 
facility for children with 
conditions excluding them 
from the community of 
their birth.

“One of our medium term 
objectives is to focus on 
education and training for 
the children, most of whom 
have been excluded from 
society, as disability is 
considered the work of the 
devil in the more remote 
parts of the country. 

“Father Montesi really is 
an amazing guy and I was 
so moved by what he told 
me that I was determined to 
help.”

And by the time guests at 
the dinner were having 
coffee they had pledged 
donations totalling several 

Fr Eugenio’s appeal will change 
the lives of children in Africa

by brian 
swanson

The Catholic Church in 
Scotland has submitted 

its response to the Vatican 
following the call from 
Pope Francis in 2021 to 
participate in a two-year 
synod process, which will 
inform discernment in the 
coming year on the life and 
priorities of the Universal 
Church.

Each diocese in Scotland 
took part in the consulta-
tion. Meetings and events 
held across the country re-
ported a post-pandemic cli-
mate of faith, with the final 
document describing “the 
first shoots of new ecclesial 
life”. 

Determination
The national summary 

reports a determination to 
improve lay participation 
in the life of the Church 
and reach out to those who 
may have felt rejected in the 
past. 

The document states: 
““As a Church, we wish to 
welcome those who are di-
vorced, those who have had 
abortions; those of different 
sexual orientations, those 
who lack the inner convic-
tion of realising that they 
have faith. None is to be ig-
nored. The Church reaches 
out to everyone.”

The Scottish document 
which will feed into the glo-
bal process of discernment 
of the way forward for the 
Catholic Church ahead of a 
gathering of bishops from 
all over the world in Rome 
in autumn 2023. 

You can read the Scottish  ■
Bishops’ Conference final 
document on the website of 
the Archdiocese of Glasgow 
– www.rcag.org.uk

Synod 
response 
finalised

thousand pounds and 
Mission Sierra Leone was 
born.

Father Montesi said: 
“George was an answer to 
our prayers because he was 
so enthusiastic! Soon after 
we talked, he began 
researching ways of finding 
ways to get operations for 
the children - and he was 
successful.”

George contacted a 
charity in Freetown Sierra 
Leone called Enable the 
Children and found out that 
a German surgeon was 
prepared to carry out 
corrective surgery on a small 
number of children at his 
own expense.

George explained “He had 
funds in place for the 
surgery but he needed 
money to pay for travel, food 
and after care for 
the children so I mentioned 
this to to Fr. Montesi and 

together with two friends 
we sent £4,500 to Enable the 
Children to make the 
necessary arrangements. 
Funding for 22 sets of 
crutches was included for 
use in the recovery stage.”

Since the initial series of 
operations - and thanks in 
part to money raised by 
Mission Sierra Leone - a 
further 33 children have 
been successfully operated 
on with more operations 
planned once funds are in 
place. 

Father Montesi said: 
”George said to me we 
should have a target figure 
of £100,000 ‘think big’ he 
said so we have. Nothing is 
impossible with prayers and 
good people so we are 
confident.”

To donate, go to www. ■
justgiving.com/campaign/
clubfootmsl 

to a life of silence and solitude within a
community of fellow seekers?

The Cistercian monks at Nunraw Abbey
offer such an opportunity.

With them you can praise God through
the psalms and liturgy at set times during
the day. You will have time to study the
ways of God and to meet God in your
lectio divina. And, you will find work
that will keep body and soul together.

If you have good reason to believe
Godmay be calling you to be a monk,

write to:
Vocation Director, NunrawAbbey
HADDINGTON, EH41 4LW, Scotland
Or email: nunraw.abbot@yahoo.co.uk

Scottish Charity No SCO22611

Is God calling you?
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‘I want my 
whole life to 
be inspired 
by love’
As Scotland prepares to welcome the 
relics of the little saint of Lourdes, Flourish 
recalls the story of St Bernadette

On January 7th 1844, 
Bernadette Soubir-

ous was born in Lourdes, a 
small town in the Pyrenean 
mountains, to a miller’s 
family who enjoyed rela-
tive prosperity during the 
early years of Bernadette’s 
life.

Gradually, the family suf-
fered financial problems 
and were obliged to leave the 
Boly Mill when Bernadette 
was 10. They moved from 
house to house, each place 
less expensive and smaller 
than the previous one, until 
finally they were given free 
accommodation in the Ca-
chot, a single, dark and un-
healthy room, in the town’s 
disused prison… described 
by Imperial Attorney Du-
four as “a sordid and dark 
hovel where no human be-
ing could live.”

The Soubirous family be-
came trapped in a spiral 
of misery: unemployment, 
eviction, exclusion, con-
tempt. Bernadette suffered 
from ill-health. She had 
stomach pains, also persist-
ent asthma as a result of a 
cholera epidemic. She was 
one of the many children 
in France who, at this time, 
did not know how to read 
or write because they had to 
work.  Occasionally she at-
tended school in a class for 
poor children in the Lourdes 
Hospice run by the Sisters of 
Charity of Nevers.

On 11th February 1858, 14-
year-old Bernadette left the 
Cachot with her sister and a 

friend to collect firewood on 
the banks of the River Gave 
at Massabielle.

It all began with a gust 
of wind. In the crevice of a 
rock, Bernadette noticed a 
“lady dressed in white” 

“I thought I had made a 
mistake … I rubbed my eyes 
… I looked again and I still 
saw the same lady.”

“Would you do me the fa-
vour of coming here for the 
next fortnight?”

Between February and 
July 1858, the Virgin Mary 
appeared 18 times to Berna-
dette.

In late February, Berna-
dette received a message: 
“Pray for sinners” … and the 
Lady asked her “to drink at 
the fountain and wash your-
self there.”  After scratching 
the muddy ground in the 
grotto, Bernadette discov-
ered a spring.

On 2nd March, the Lady 
assigned a double mission 

to Bernadette: “Go and tell 
the priests that people are to 
come here in procession and 
to have a chapel built here.”

“She was looking at me. It 
was just like two people in 
conversation.”

These amazing encoun-
ters with Mary made Ber-
nadette realise that God was 
interested in her, that he was 
close to the poorest, to those 
ignored and excluded by the 
world.

During all this time, Ber-
nadette did not allow her-
self to be intimidated either 
by her questioners or by the 
crowd. She remained simple 
and free.

“I have been asked to tell 
you about it, not to make 
you believe it.”

After this she stayed at 
the Hospice in Lourdes, run 
by the Sisters of Charity of 
Nevers. For her it was a time 
to reflect on what she want-
ed to do with her life.

She was welcomed as an 
“au pair boarder.” There she 

stayed for 8 years.
Each day she saw the Sis-

ters looking after the sick, 
the elderly poor and the 
young daughters of families 
without resources. 

The community welcomed 
Bernadette and left her free 
to make up her own mind. 
She took some time to make 
a decision: “I’m going to 
join the Sisters because they 
didn’t put any pressure on 
me … “ and “I love the poor. 
I like to care for the sick. I 
will stay with the Sisters of 
Nevers.”

In 1866, she left for the 
order’s HQ at Nevers and 
from then on she remained 
with the Sisters of Charity of 
Nevers.

On arrival, she would 
have seen the words “Deus 
Caritas Est,” engraved in 
the stone on the front of the 
house, words which echoed 
the spirit of the Congrega-
tion since its foundation.

The following day, in the 
presence of 300 Sisters and 

still wearing her Pyrenean 
costume, Bernadette told 
the story of the apparitions 
for the first and last time.

Afterwards she began her 
religious formation.

During the 13 years spent 
at Nevers, Bernadette was 
successively assistant-nurse, 
nurse-in-charge of the infir-
mary, sacristan and very of-
ten sick herself. Her life was 
simple and ordinary. Berna-
dette had a joyful character 
and was always available for 
whatever was required of 
her. 

“I want my whole life to be 
inspired by love.”

She remained in the infir-
mary for long periods. She 
suffered greatly from a knee 
tumour and lung tubercu-
losis. She died on 16th April 
1879, at the age of 35 and 
was buried in Saint Joseph’s 
Chapel in the centre of the 
garden.

On 8th December 1933, she 
was canonised and declared 
a saint.

by ronnie convery
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INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS
& MAINTENANCE OF
ALL GARAGE DOORS

DALY GARAGE DOORS
Family Business With Over 30 Years Experience

•Electric operators installed
to new & existing doors
•Roller doors & spares
•Free estimates & advice

TELEPHONE: 01355 261601
MOBILE: 07821 679606

www.dalygaragedoors.co.uk
Email: markpdaly@blueyonder.co.uk
1 Kendal Road, East Kilbride G75 8QT

Extensive range of doors including:
Henderson, Hormann, Garador,
Gliderol, Caradale, Novoferm etc.

24 Hour
Call-Out

Daly Garage Doors 10x2.qxd  29/6/10  09:18  Page 1

St Aloysius Church, Gar-
nethill was the setting 

for an emotional evening 
of songs from her home-
land beautifully sung by a 
daughter of Ukraine.

Soprano Natalia Gorban, 
and her pianist colleague 
Anna-Madleen Poll from 
Estonia, who both graduat-
ed from the Royal Conserva-
toire of Scotland, enthralled 
their audience, including 
several Ukrainian exiles, 
who later showed their ap-
preciation with an impres-
sive £1000 collection for the 

SCIAF Emergency Ukraine 
Appeal which, thanks to the 
generosity of the people of 
Scotland, now stands at just 
over £1m.

Natalia, who left Ukraine 
at a young age to study clas-
sical singing in Portugal and 
is now based in Glasgow, 
said: “It was a very emotion-
al evening for me because 
I still have family members 
back home and I think about 
them all the time.

“I wanted to raise mon-
ey for my country with an 
evening of song but I had no 

idea where but a friend of 
mine who comes here every 
week suggested it and took 
me to meet the parish priest 
and he was happy for me to 
hold the concert here.

“The people have been 
so generous and it was my 
pleasure to sing in such a 
beautiful church.” 

Parish priest Father Ger-
ard Mitchell SJ said: “I was 
very happy to allow Natalia 

to sing so beautifully for 
us and to remind us of the 
suffering of the people of 
Ukraine who are constant-
ly in our prayers.”

The generosity from 
people all over Scotland 
has been tremendous, 
with supporters donating 
over £1.1 million in just a 
few weeks. This outpour-
ing of support, along with 
£500,000 of funding from 
the Scottish Government, 
will allow SCIAF to con-
tinue reaching out to those 
who need help most.

St Aloysius hears the voice of Ukraine

by fr martin kane

pictures by jobin thampi

Back in 2006, three 
priests were sent out 

(Apostles) from the Kerala 
region in India. 

Their mission was to meet 
the spiritual needs and 
pastoral care of the rap-
idly growing Syro-Malabar 
community in Scotland. The 
community wished to cel-
ebrate Holy Qurbana liturgy 
“Mass” in the Syro-Malabar 
Rite in their native Malay-
alam tongue. 

Many had come here from 
their native country from 
2000s onwards seeking 
permanent work and settle-
ment. Since then, the com-
munity of faith has grown 
and flourished remarkably 
in all three dioceses those 
priests were sent to.

The Syro-Malabar Epar-
chy of Great Britain (Epar-
chy being a sort of Diocese 
within a Diocese or juris-
diction elsewhere) was es-
tablished by Pope Francis in 
2016, the third outside of In-
dia. At present there are 181 
Mass centres and 58 priests 
to serve nearly 50,000 Syro-
Malabar Catholics in Great 

Britain. 
Their first task was to 

gather together the Syro-
Malabar community scat-
tered throughout the coun-
try. 

The Glasgow Kerala Chris-
tian Community was then 
formed. Initially, the com-
munity enjoyed short peri-
ods in various churches but 
thanks to an arrangement 
formalised by myself and Fr 
Binu, the St Thomas Syro-

Malabar Mission of Glasgow 
finally settled into a perma-
nent place of worship and 
residence in St Conval’s Pol-
lok in 2018. 

St Conval’s was delighted 
to welcome the new commu-
nity and remain grateful for 
their presence, vibrancy and 
contribution to the parish.

The faithful number 
around 400 with several 
families crossing from the 
Island of Arran for Sunday 

Qurbana. Under the care 
of Fr Binu, the community 
continues to flourish in both 
faith and numbers. It comes 
as no surprise that given 
their exponential growth 
the Syro-Malabar commu-
nity is seeking additional 
places of permanent wor-
ship throughout the UK. 

At the centre of their 
structure is the Basic Chris-
tian Community of which 
there are nine in Glasgow. 
Within these units there is a 
firm focus on family, Mass, 
scripture, community, the 
importance of marriage 
and faith development of 
the children. 

The Glasgow mission has 
36 altar servers and grow-
ing! 

The children attend week-
ly catechism classes after 
Sunday Mass. With 12 cat-
echists, a headteacher, and 
two written exams a year a 
firm foundation and knowl-
edge of faith for future years 
is assured.

Their overall structure is 
synodal, participative and 
consists of an extensive par-
ish council who have just 
completed their pastoral 
plan for the next five years. 
A premium is placed on pre-

Is this Scotland’s most 
vibrant parish?

A flourishing Catholic community has been 
growing on the south side of Glasgow for 20 
years … yet many are unaware of their presence. 
The families who make up the Syro-Malabar 
community at St Conval’s in Pollok are an 
inspiration to the wider community as Fr Martin 
Kane explains 

serving culture, heritage, 
faith and identity for the 
future.

The community were de-
lighted to have the presence 
of Archbishop Nolan for 
their annual feast day, held 
this year on August 7th. The 
day commenced with Holy 

Qurbana Mass, followed by 
a musical street procession, 
cultural festival in the hall 
and concluded with a tra-
ditional community Indian 
cuisine meal. Their model of 
Church leaves us much food 
for thought!

by brian swanson

picture by paul mcsherry

Picture by Paul McSherry
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Parishes of Glasgow, Paisley, Motherwell, Edinburgh

Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine & Co. Mayo
18th–22nd October 2022

Tuesday 18th October 2022
Depart EDI. 20 Minutes transfer 
to Knock Shrine. Free time. 
Dinner and welcome meeting

Wednesday 19th October 2022
A Day in Knock. Tour of Museum 
and Grounds. Mass.
Optional Confessions. Get 
souvenirs and mass cards. Lunch 
included. Private Time. Evening 
Dinner & Entertainment.

Thursday 20th October 2022
Mass in Fr. Peyton Centre with 
tour. Lunch. Onwards to
Museum of Country Life. Return 
to Hotel for Dinner.
Free evening.

Friday 21st October 2022
Morning Mass in Ballintubber 
Abbey with Tour of Grounds.
Onwards to Westport for Lunch 

and visit Croagh Patrick, the
holy Mountain. Shopping Time 
and Return to hotel for
Farewell Dinner and Irish 
Entertainment.

Saturday 22nd October 2022
Morning Mass. Private time 
before return fl ight to EDI.

Price of £699.00 
per person
Package includes:

Return fl ight from Edinburgh.• 
4 night’s accommodation on • 
full Board basis
in 3* Knock House Hotel.• 
All entertainment, excursions • 
and guided tours.
Assistance from Knock • 
Pilgrimages representative.
Single room supplement of • 
£100.00

Contact: Patricia
Tel: 01268 762 278 · Mob: 07740 175 557
knockpilgrimages@gmail.comKnock Pilgrimages is a member of the Travel Trust Association, membership number Q4853

File name: Knock_265x160.indd
Client: Knock Pilgrimages
Size: 265mm x 160mm
Publication: Flourish
Artworker:  RP
Time: August 30, 2022 2:31 PM
Status: Client proof 4

The Scots College in 
Rome, which has formed 

priests for Scotland for 
more than 400 years, has a 
new Rector.

Father Mark Cassidy, 60, 
from the Diocese of 
Dunkeld, took up his new 
post at the beginning of 
August succeeding Father 
Dan Fitzpatrick, 55, who has 
been rector for the past 
seven years and who has 
returned to his home 
Diocese of Paisley.

The appointment, 
approved by the Vatican’s 
Dicastery for the Clergy, 
was made on the 
recommendation of the 

Bishops’ Conference of 
Scotland.

Fr Cassidy, a parish priest 
in Dundee, who studied at 
the Rome college and was 
its spiritual director from 
2011 to 2018 said: “I am 
aware of the trust that the 
bishops have expressed in 
nominating me as the next 
Rector of the College in 
Rome. 

“I am aware too, of the 
vital importance of the 
seminary in the life of the 
Scottish Church and look 
forward to being involved 
once more in the formation 
of a new generation of 
priests for service 

in Scotland. Fr Dan and his 
predecessor Mgr John 
Hughes brought their own 
gifts and talents to the role 
of Rector, and I intend to do 
all I can to build on the good 
work that they did.”

“I have been blessed over 
the past four years by the 
generous and unstinting 
support of the parishioners 
of St. Mary’s Lochee, St 
Columba’s and St Leonard & 
St Fergus in Dundee and of 
my two fellow priests Fr Alex 
Obiorah and Fr Jean Gove. 
They have formed me anew 
in my priesthood and it is 
with a heavy heart that I 
leave this pastoral role.”

New rector for Rome college

 Bishop Hugh Gilbert, 
President of the Bishops’ 
Conference of Scotland, 
said: “On behalf of all the 
bishops of Scotland, I wish 
Fr Mark every blessing in 
his new role, while extending 
our gratitude to the Diocese 
of Dunkeld for allowing him 
to serve the Church 
nationally in such a crucial 
position. I wish him every 
success in his new and 
important responsibilities.

“On behalf of the  
Bishops’ Conference, I offer 
our warm thanks to Fr Dan 
Fitzpatrick, for his dedicated 
service and wise stewardship 
of the Scots College.”

Some changes among the Diocesan Clergy in 
Motherwell have been announced which will 

take ef fect on the last weekend in October. They 
are as follows:

Fr Brian Lamb, at present Parish Priest of St 
Joseph’s, Blantyre, will succeed Fr Gerry Chromy 
as Administrator of Our Lady of Good Aid Cathe-
dral, Motherwell.

Fr Chromy will be become Assistant Priest at 
St Joseph’s, Blantyre, where the new PP will be 
Fr Martin Delaney, at present PP of St Aloysius’, 
Chapelhall. St John Ogilvie’s is now part of St 
Joseph’s Parish, which Fr Delaney will be respon-
sibility for and will also be School Chaplain of St 
John Ogilvie’s High School.

The Syro-Malabar Community will move from 
St Cuthbert’s, Burnbank, to St John Ogilvie’s, 
High Blantyre, at the end of October also. As well 
as providing Mass for his own community and 
residing at St John Ogilvie’s, Fr Johny Abraham 
with assist Frs Delaney and Chromy in St Joseph’s 
Parish. 

Fr Mark O’Donnell, at present Assistant Priest 
in the Cathedral Parish, will become Parish Priest 
of St Aloysius, Chapelhall, which includes Sacred 
Heart, Salsburgh, and will be Chaplain to St Mar-
garet’s High School in Airdrie. Fr Mark will con-
tinue as Chaplain of the Diocesan Youth Minis-
try.

Motherwell 
clergy changes

FOR WOMEN
EXPLORING

FRANCISCAN
VOCATION

www.franciscanvocations.org.uk

Franciscan Minoress 6x2.qxd 19/7/10 13:41 Page 1

Fr Mark Cassidy
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For St Vincent de Paul 
Society members in the 

Archdiocese the highlight 
of the summer was the ea-
gerly awaited visit of their 
International President-
General Renato Lima de 
Oliveira.

His UK tour included 
Mass in Blessed John Duns 
Scotus celebrated by 
Archbishop Nolan who 
warmly praised the work of 
the society whose founding 
principles are rooted in the 

philosophy of 
welcoming the 
stranger.

That message 
was hammered 
home by the 
P r e s i d e n t 

General who reminded the 
congregation that their 
work was as vital today as 
when the society was 
founded in France in 1833 
with the Glasgow Conference 
following just 15 years later.

Joe McGuire, Scottish 

national president, who was 
among those to welcome 
the President General said: 
“Renato is very strong on 
transparency within the St 
Vincent de Paul Society 
from the top down. 

“As he has visited the 
various countries where the 
Society has a presence this 
has been a mainstay of his 
advice to national presidents 
in every country he has 
visited.

“Working on behalf of our 
poor remains the primary 
objective of the Society and 
he spoke warmly of the work 
he has witnessed here in 
Scotland during his visit to 
these shores. For us here in 
Scotland it has been a great 
pleasure to have him and 
his secretary Laszlo with 
us. 

“Their humility and effort 
is not lost on us and it gives 
us an example to follow and 
a boost to continue our 
efforts in Scotland to make 
it a better place for our 
poor.”

St Vincent de Paul volunteers’ 
work ‘more necessary than ever’

Froscote Roofing 5x2 17/10/11 14:49 Page 1

by brian 
swanson

picture 
by paul 
mcsherry

To help protect unborn babies and mothers 
from abortion, visit:

SPUC building a world �ee �om abortion

 www.spuc.org.uk
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A summer of ordinations
Within weeks of their ordination, Glasgow’s two 
newest priests and newest permanent deacon 
have begun serving the community in parishes. 
While these appointments, coupled with the 
upcoming ordinations to the priesthood of Rev 
Douglas Green and to the permanent diaconate 
of Tony Murphy next month have brought great 
joy to the faithful, Archbishop Nolan has called 
for continued prayers for more vocations not 
only in the Archdiocese but throughout Scotland, 
as Brian Swanson reports

In a packed church, in 
an atmosphere of faith-

filled joy, Father edward 
Toner became the first of 
three new priests to be or-
dained in the Archdiocese 
this summer.

At 27 he is now the young-
est priest in the Archdio-
cese, a fact that was reflect-
ed in the gratifyingly large 
number of people of his own 
age group, who with family 
and friends, meant it was 
standing room in St Paul’s 
Shettleston where the Mass 
of Ordination was celebrat-
ed by Archbishop William 
Nolan assisted by Archbish-
op Emeritus Mario Conti.

Around 50 priests joined 
them in the sanctuary and in 
keeping with the solemnity 
of the occasion Archbishop 
Nolan had heartfelt words of 
advice for the new priest.

He said: “You have been 
anointed in the service of 
God, you have been anoint-
ed to follow in the footsteps 
of Jesus. As our second read-
ing pointed out no one takes 
this honour on himself.

“I know that your family 
and friends here at St Paul’s 
parish think you are wonder-
ful but it’s not for that reason 
you have been ordained, not 
for your own merits, it’s be-
cause you have been chosen 
by God who for his own rea-
sons has chosen you to carry 
out this ministry.

“The spirit of God has been 
given to you, not for your 
own good but given to you 
for the good of others and 
to you to proclaim the good 

news to the poor, to heal the 
broken hearted and to build 
up the kingdom of God and 
of course you follow in the 
footsteps of Christ who 
came not to be served but to 
serve, so remember that you 
are ordained as a servant of 
others.”

“We are told that when 
Pope Francis was elected one 
of the cardinals said to him: 
‘Do not forget the poor’.

“Edward – do not forget 
the poor.”

The evening ordination 
also featured traditional 
hymns and psalms by the 
East End Deanery Choir 

and soloist Aileen Marley, a 
solicitor and close friend of 
Father Toner.

She said: “I’ve known Ed-
ward for years and when he 
asked me to sing at his or-
dination of course I said yes 
and I must say I found the 
whole thing quite emotion-
al. Everyone has been very 
supportive of him and we 
all know he’s going to make 
a great priest. I’m sure the 
whole parish is very proud 
of him – I know I am.”

His father Eddie said: “I 
can’t put it into words how 
proud of him we are tonight. 
You have just got to look at 

how many people are here 
– they are all proud of him 
too.

“It’s such a journey he’s 
been on, but it really starts 
from here and I want to 
thank everyone who has 
helped him along the way”.

Father Toner is one of 
four new Scottish priests 
ordained this year who all 
studied together at the Pon-
tifical Scots College in Rome 
and who joined him at his 
ordination mass.

They were Father Mal-
colm Hutchison, Diocese of 
Dunkeld, Father Josh Moir, 
Archdiocese of St Andrews 

& Edinburgh, and Father 
Kevin Rennie, of Galloway 
Diocese.

Father Toner will serve as 
an assistant priest to Canon 
Gerard Tartaglia, at Holy 
Family, St Ninian’s and St 
Flannan’s Kirkintilloch and 
Saint John of the Cross, Twe-
char.

Father Toner said: “I feel 
blessed tonight and now I 
can’t wait to begin my work 
in the parish. I want to thank 
everyone – too many to 
mention by name – for their 
prayers and good wishes.”

Devote yourself to God 
and to the people of 

God, proclaim the Gospel, 
carry out works of char-
ity with humility and you 
will always be always be 
strengthened by God’s 
love.

That was the advice given 
by Archbishop Nolan when 
he ordained former com-
munity nurse Paul Brady, 61, 
to the Permanent Diaconate 
in a moving and historic 
Mass at St Robert Bellarm-
ine, Househillwood.

In his opening remarks 
Archbishop Nolan referred 
to the ‘wonderful summer 
of vocations’ while encour-

aging prayers to provide 
priests and deacons for the 
Archdiocese.

The joyous occasion – 
which marked the first ordi-
nation in the parish for over 
60 years – was in contrast to 
the previous visit in April by 
the Archbishop when he was 
the principal celebrant at 
the funeral Mass for much 
loved parish priest Father 
Jim Dean.

Father Jim, who was ap-
pointed to St Robert’s short-
ly after he was ordained five 
years ago in his late sixties, 
died from a heart attack 
shortly before he was due 
to celebrate Mass on April 3 

this year.
Deacon Paul, speaking to 

Flourish after his ordination 
was quick to acknowledge 
the influence of his late col-
league and friend.

He said: “The support I 
received from Father Jim is 
something I will always be 
grateful for – his friend-
ship, guidance, wisdom and 
memory is something I will 
always treasure.”

A father and grandfather 
who is a parishioner of St 
Patrick’s Kilsyth, Paul cred-
its his brother Knights of 
Saint Columba for first en-
couraging him to study for 
the diaconate.

He added: “I have been a 
member of the Knights of 
St Columba for many years 
and a few years ago I felt I 
wanted to deepen my faith 
in some way but I wasn’t 
sure what direction to take.

“I talked about it a lot with 
my brother Knights and a 
couple of them said I would 
make a good deacon and 
the more I thought about 
it the more sense it made / 
and here I am today.

“Above all though I want 
to thank my wife Marie, our 
children and grandchildren 
– I could not have com-
pleted this journey without 
them.”

Deacon Paul’s debt of gratitude to family and friends 

Shettleston’s joy at 
new priest Fr Toner

Delight in Croy as Fr McKendry completes journey to priesthood

feature

Always be like Mary 
Magdalene and never 

stop proclaiming the Good 
news of the resurrection 
… That was the simple yet 
heartfelt message from 
Archbishop nolan at the 
ordination, in holy Cross, 
Croy, of Father Frank McK-
endry who made his priest-
ly promises on the feast day 
of the saint known as the 
Apostle of the Apostles.

As Father Frank listened 
intently – and with his fam-
ily and friends looking on 
– Archbishop Nolan went 
on: “As a minister of Christ 
your duty is to do what Mary 
Magdalene did to tell others 
of the resurrection of Jesus 
and proclaim that good news 
to the whole world because 
it is indeed good news!”

And within weeks of 
hearing these words Father 

Frank was putting them 
into practice at St Helen’s in 
Shawlands alongside Mon-
signor Paul Murray, before 
taking up a posting as As-
sistant Priest at St Peter’s 
Partick, with Mgr Paul, later 
this month.

In his remarks at the or-
dination the Archbishop 
added: “Mary Magdalene 
ran from the tomb to tell 
the others the good news so 

anxious and keen was she to 
spread the news of the res-
urrection.

“Every priest should be 
equally anxious and keen 
to spread that good news 
to everyone. As a priest you 
must proclaim that good 
news and in the administra-
tion of the sacraments you 
act in the person of Christ.

“It is through your actions 
in the sacraments that peo-
ple will encounter not you - 
but Jesus Christ. Each act in 
the sacramental life is an act 
of Jesus Christ himself.

“You yourself are not the 
attraction – it’s Jesus that is 

the attraction and you must 
not be an obstacle but a con-
duit to bring people closer to 
Jesus.”

Before he received the 
call to the priesthood, Fa-
ther Frank, 67, who studied 
the for past four years at 
the Pontifical Beda College 
in Rome, spent his working 
life as a chartered surveyor 
working throughout Europe 
and the Middle East during 
his career in the interna-
tional oil and construction 
industry. 

Speaking to Flourish later 
Father Frank said: “It’s dif-
ficult to put into words how 

I feel really but essentially to 
be there to bring people to 
God and God to the people 
as part of one big family is a 
wonderful privilege.”

Fr Frank has been as-
signed to St Peter’s and St 
Simon’s in Partick where 
he will work alongside new 
Parish priest, and Archdi-
ocesan Chancellor, Mgr Paul 
Murray. In his first weeks 
after ordination he has been 
serving at St Helen’s, Lang-
side with Mgr Paul.  The new 
appointments will take ef-
fect in late September.

by brian swanson

pictures by paul mcsherry

Fr Toner’s first blessing for 
Archbishop Nolan

Ordination Mass of 
Fr Frank McKendry in 
Holy Cross, Croy
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Whenever the next papal election 
occurs, in the run-up to the big vote 

airwaves and column inches will be full of 
traditional wisdom about conclaves, of ten 
expressed in familiar soundbites destined 
to be recycled almost endlessly.

One such classic is, “He who enters a 
conclave as a pope exits as a cardinal,” usu-
ally taken to mean that favorites don’t win, 
and that the result will come as a surprise. 
Another is the vintage Italian saying, “You 
always follow a fat pope with a thin one,” 
meaning that the next pope will represent a 
departure from the one who came before.

Then, of course, there’s the oft-repeated 
maxim “those who know don’t talk, and 
those who talk don’t know,” suggesting it’s 
impossible to predict the outcome of a con-
clave because the only people who matter 
don’t reveal their thinking, and everyone 
else is simply serving up meaningless chat-
ter.

In that galaxy of purported wisdom, for 
the last 100 years or so there’s been another 
virtually iron-clad axiom, which goes like 
this: “There can’t be an American pope.” 
Among other considerations, the assump-
tion is that the Vatican can’t have a “super-
power pope,” because it would fatally com-
promise its geopolitical and diplomatic 
independence.

Most of those other bits of alleged wisdom 
are at least partly bunk, so there’s no special 
reason to believe the one about Americans 
holds much water either.

Take the bit about entering as a pope and 
exiting as a cardinal. Over the last 100 years, 
from 1922 to 2022, there have been eight pa-
pal elections, and clear front-runners actu-
ally prevailed in three of them: Pius XII in 
1939, Paul VI in 1963 and Benedict XVI in 
2005. In three other cases, the winner was 
only a moderate surprise, meaning some-
body who was considered a second-tier can-
didate before the fact: Pius XI, John Paul I 
and Francis.

Only in two cases over the last century, 
John XXIII and John Paul II, could the win-
ner be described as a genuine surprise.

Following a fat pope with a thin one? Well, 
Pius XI largely continued the policies of 
Benedict XV, Pius XII was already in charge 
of Vatican diplomacy before he was elected, 
Paul VI implemented the vision for Vatican 
II launched by John XXIII, and Benedict XVI 
had already been the intellectual architect 
of John Paul II’s reign. Of course, we don’t 

know how John Paul 
I would have turned 
out.

Perhaps only with 
John XXIII, John Paul 

II and Francis over the last 100 years could 
the cardinals be said to have opted for a 
clear break, and even then, the depth of the 
change probably wasn’t entirely clear in the 
moment. It’s worth recalling, for example, 
that many observers regarded Bergoglio in 
Argentina in 2005 as a “John Paul II bishop” 
at odds with his more liberal confreres.

In other words, discontinuity isn’t written 
into the stars either.

As for “those who know not talking,” that 
might have been true some time ago, but this 
is the 21st century. Ease of travel now means 
cardinals gather in Rome well before the ac-
tual conclave starts, and they actually talk a 
lot before they file into the Sistine Chapel.

They speak to one another during daily 
general congregation meetings, and their 

comments almost always leak out in real 
time. Many also give talks around Rome, 
celebrate Masses, hold press briefings, and 
otherwise make themselves available. They 
also meet privately with one another, in 
twos and threes and tens and twenties, and 
more often than not, the contents of those 
sessions also make the rounds.

Decoding what’s being said usually isn’t all 
that arduous. For instance, if a cardinal says, 
“What the church needs is a pastoral figure,” 
they usually mean a moderate-to-liberal. 
If he says, “We need clarity,” that generally 
means a more conservative option.

It’s true, of course, they’re not going to 
say out loud “I plan to vote for X,” but that 
doesn’t mean pope-watchers are operating 
in a complete vacuum.

That brings us to the old saw about Ameri-
cans.

As an historical matter, the election of 
Karol Wojtyla of Poland in 1978 ended the 
Italian monopoly on the papacy, just as the 

choice of Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Argenti-
na in 2013 broke the European stranglehold. 
We’re now in an era in which the next pope 
could come from anywhere.

Moreover, the informal veto against a “su-
perpower pope” doesn’t have the same bite 
because today we live in a multipolar world, 
in which there no longer two dominant blocs 
but multiple centers of power and influence. 
If you’re going to ban an American pope, 
then you’d probably have to do the same 
thing for China and Russia, and perhaps a 
few of the emerging new superpowers such 
as India and Brazil, and, hypothetically any-
way, the EU too – and once you start down 
that path, you’re seriously limiting the tal-
ent pool.

To prove the point, it’s worth remem-
bering that in the conclave of 2013 which 
elected Francis, Cardinal Sean O’Malley 
of Boston got some serious attention, and 
many observers believe that if the cardinals 
hadn’t quickly coalesced around Bergoglio, 
he might have been a real possibility.

Granted, the Italians refer to O’Malley 
as il cardinale meno americano tra gli ameri-
cani, meaning “the least American cardinal 
among the Americans,” because of his com-
mand of languages, his deep global expe-
rience and his brown Capuchin habit and 
beard that remind locals of Padre Pio. The 
fact is, however, he’s still an American, but 
nobody anymore thinks that makes him un-
electable.

The bottom line is this: When the time 
comes, it’s always worth considering what 
conventional wisdom might have to say. Just 
remember that while popes may be infalli-
ble, conclave soundbites are anything but.

Conclave soundbites are 
anything but intelligible

Urbi Orbi
NEwS FRom thE VAtICAN AND thE CAtholIC woRlD 
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If you live in Ukraine, or 
the Democratic Repub-

lic of Congo, or nigeria, or 
Small Town, USA, Afghan-
istan, yemen, Palestine or 
Myanmar, you would have 
good reason to feel that 
peace and nonviolence 
may never be the norm. 

I could, of course, add 
to that list, but it would 
become a very long one. I 
think you get my gist.

Not all of the above are 
officially at war. Residents 
of Small Town, USA, must 
feel under threat simply 
because weapons are le-
gal, easily available, and 
easily used to shatter the 
peace of a neighbour-
hood, a school, a shop-
ping mall. 

We reformed our laws 
after the Dunblane shoot-
ing. Change can happen.

There is no ‘war’ sta-
tus in DR Congo, but ac-
cording to the UN there 
has been what it calls ‘an 
alarming uptick’ of vio-
lence from armed groups 
– one of which, the 23 
March Movement, known 
as M23, is now able to op-
erate like a conventional 
army. More than 150 civil-
ians were killed in the east 
of the country in May and 
June and 700,000 people 
have been displaced. 

The British Government’s 
Nationality and Borders 
Act threatens the safety of 
those who seek refuge in 
the UK. Our voices can still 
bring about change to that 
inhumane Act.

In DR Congo, Nigeria, 
Mozambique and Tanza-
nia, violence is associated 
with the exploitation of 
fossil fuels (mainly by ma-
jor Western companies) 
as well as a long history of 
territorial claims.

Our voices are needed 
to halt such exploitation, 
which is exacerbating the 
climate crisis.

We seem capable of 
turning a blind eye to the 

horrors wreaked on the 
people of Yemen and Syria 
– horrors in which the UK 
is implicated because we 
sell sophisticated arms to 
the aggressors that kill ba-
bies, tear off limbs, leave 
children orphaned.

If we don’t want weapons 
of mass destruction (and 
with the power of today’s 
weapons, that doesn’t just 
mean nuclear warheads), 
we can remove our cash 
from the banks and pen-
sion funds that invest in 
such weapons (explore 
Don’t Bank On The Bomb’s 
website nukedivestment 
scotland.org to make in-
formed choices). 

One thing that Boris 
Johnson got right was that 
the media focused on him 
instead of the issues that 
should concern us all. The 
media absolutely should 
have focused on the then 

Prime Minister – but it 
should also have reported 
fully on situations such 
as these, because we can’t 
make up our minds about 
who should run our country 
and engage with the world 
if we aren’t informed. 

Our faith tells us we 
should discern the “signs 
of the times”. We heard it 
first from Jesus (Matthew 
16:4), and it was reiterated 
by Pope John XXIII when 
he convened Vatican II. 

In the 21st century we 
have more means to exam-
ine the signs of the times 
than ever before; every 
electronic device avail-
able to us to hear the cry 
of the earth and the cry of 
the poor – so we are inter-
linked as the climate crisis 
worsens.

Let’s not just stick our 
earbuds in and listen in-
stead to the cry of Adele.

Marian Pallister
The chair of Pax Christi Scotland 
– and our new columnist – 
focuses on the issues of the day

Reading the signs of the times

Matthew, Mark and 
Luke all recount the 

Transfiguration of Our Lord 
in which the Apostles are 
reassured that the Christ 
who was soon to suf fer and 
be crucified was, nonethe-
less, the Messiah. 

This vision would sustain 
them when, in their desire 
for holiness, they had to 
bear their own cross. 

Perhaps we have become 
familiar with the Trans-

f i g u r a t i o n 
of Christ 
t h r o u g h 
praying the 
fourth lumi-

nous mystery of the Rosary. 
Shortly before his early 

death in 1520 at the age of 
37, Raffaello Santi, known 
simply as Raphael, who had 
been orphaned by the age of 
11, left uncompleted his fi-
nal work, “Transfiguration” 
which hangs in the Vatican. 

The work was commis-
sioned by Cardinal Giulio 
de Medici, a cousin of Pope 
Leo X, who himself be-
came Pope Clement VII.  

Floating in the clouds be-
side the Lord are Moses on 
the right and Elijah on the 
left with James, Peter and 
John underneath, contem-
plating His glory. 

The incredible use of col-
our in the lower part of the 
painting, probably influ-
enced by Michelangelo’s 
Sistine Chapel ceiling, is ex-
pressive of human grandeur 
and contrasts with the shin-
ing whiteness of the upper 
part. The artist’s skill is seen 
in the folds of the garments. 

The man on the lower left 
with opened book, perhaps 
Matthew or Andrew, is por-
trayed as if he is explain-
ing to the kneeling woman, 
whom no one else notices, 
what is happening. 

Above, Jesus raises his 
arms depicting the com-
munion between Father and 
Son and gazes, transfixed, 
with love, understanding 
and serenity. 

Below, the eyes of the poor 
tormented boy and his un-
controlled gestures betray 
his unsettled state which 
may be epilepsy or even de-
monic possession. His par-
ents anxiously holding the 
lad, look to the nine apos-
tles pleading for help but 
they were unable to heal the 
child. 

The calmness of the up-
per part of the painting, in 

contrast to the chaos of the 
lower section, is relieved by 
the two who point to Jesus, 
who alone can heal the boy 
of his troubled state.

A R T o F T h e Mo NT h

When a picture 
preaches a thousand 
sermons…

by mgr tom 
monaghan

P i C T u R e 
P R Ay e R o F 
T h e Mo NT h

Raphael, The Transfiguration 
Vatican Museums
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Let us Pray: o Lord, 
we pray, transform 
us into the likeness 
of your Son, whose 
radiant splendour 
you willed to 
make manifest 
in his glorious 
Transfiguration. 
Who lives and 
reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen.
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WORLD DAy OF MIGRAnTS AnD ReFUGeeS

Dear 
brothers 
and sisters!
The ultimate meaning 

of our “journey” in this 
world is the search for our 
true homeland, the King-
dom of God inaugurated by 
Jesus Christ, which will find 
its full realization when he 
comes in glory…

In our daily efforts to do 
the Lord’s will, justice needs 
to be built up with patience, 
sacrifice, and determination, 
so that all those who hunger 
and thirst for it may be 
satisfied …

No one must be excluded. 
God’s plan is essentially 
inclusive and gives priority 
to those living on the 
existential peripheries. 
Among them are many 
migrants and refugees, 
displaced persons, and 
victims of trafficking. 

The Kingdom of God is to 
be built with them, for 
without them it would not 
be the Kingdom that God 
wants. 

Building the future with 
migrants and refugees also 
means recognizing and 
valuing how much each of 
them can contribute to the 
process of construction. 

I like to see this approach 

to migration reflected in a 
prophetic vision of Isaiah, 
which considers foreigners 
not invaders or destroyers, 
but willing labourers who 
rebuild the walls of the new 
Jerusalem, that Jerusalem 
whose gates are open to all 
peoples.

In Isaiah’s prophecy, the 
arrival of foreigners is 
presented as a source of 
enrichment …

Indeed, history teaches us 
that the contribution of 
migrants and refugees has 
been fundamental to the 
social and economic growth 
of our societies. This 
continues to be true in our 
own day. Their work, their 
youth, their enthusiasm and 
their willingness to sacrifice 
enrich the communities that 
receive them. 

Potential
Yet this contribution could 

be all the greater were it 
optimized and supported by 
carefully developed 
programs and initiatives. 
Enormous potential exists, 
ready to be harnessed, if 
only it is given a chance…

The presence of migrants 
and refugees represents a 
great challenge, but at the 
same time an immense 
opportunity for the cultural 
and spiritual growth of 
everyone. Thanks to them, 
we have the chance to know 
better our world and its 

beautiful diversity. 
We can grow in our 

common humanity and 
build together an ever 
greater sense of 
togetherness. Openness to 
one another creates spaces 
of fruitful exchange between 
different visions and 
traditions, and opens minds 
to new horizons. It also leads 
to a discovery of the richness 
present in other religions 
and forms of spirituality 
unfamiliar to us, and this 
helps us to deepen our own 
convictions…

The arrival of Catholic 
migrants and refugees can 
energize the ecclesial life of 
the communities that 
welcome them. Often they 
bring an enthusiasm that 
can revitalize our 
communities and enliven 
our celebrations. Sharing 
different expressions of 
faith and devotions offers us 
a privileged opportunity for 
experiencing more fully the 
catholicity of the People of 
God.

Dear brothers and sisters, 
and, in a special way, young 
people! If we want to 
cooperate with our heavenly 
Father in building the future, 
let us do so together with 
our brothers and sisters who 
are migrants and refugees. 

FRANCiS

Pope’s 
plea on 
migrants:  
‘no-one 
must be 
excluded’

“Building the Future with Migrants and Refugees” is the theme chosen by the holy 
Father for the 108th World Day of Migrants and Refugees which is marked on the last 
Sunday of September. Pope Francis highlights the message that we are all called – 
without exception – to assist migrants and refugees, leaving no one behind
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“I met a young man from Syria. A former tailor, he told me the worst 
thing is boredom. Forbidden from taking a job, he is ‘paid’ £5 a week” 

Asylum seekers – 
the real story
I first got involved in 

helping refugees when a 
pal of mine was the chap-
lain at the Dungavel De-
tention Centre. nearly 20 
years ago now, he dropped 
in for a cof fee af ter a shif t 
at the prison. 

He was really distressed 
at the state of the children 
who had been in the prison 
for over a year with scant 
access to education, stimu-
lation or the normal happy 
pursuits of childhood. They 
had become withdrawn and 
depressed. 

Bishop Mone, who was 
then the Chair of the Catho-
lic Justice and Peace Com-
mission took up their case 
and was able to secure 
meetings with David Blun-
kett, then Home Secretary. 
And things changed. 

Several years later, a pal 
asked me to help a woman 
who was a “failed” asylum 
seeker. The woman in ques-
tion had left an abusive and 
violent husband, and in do-
ing so she lost her right to 
remain in the UK. 

Several attempts to navi-
gate the complexities of the 
immigration system saw 
her couch surfing with her 
8-year-old child – a beauti-
ful, but silent wee girl. 

I met her child the day I 
went to pick her up from a 
flat in a high rise block in 
Glasgow which had been 
sub-let – and then sub-let 
again – and was a tempo-
rary home to around ten 
men, the mother and her 
child. 

She paid rent by the day 
– when she could afford it, 
and slept rough when she 
could not. 

I brought them home 
with me. It took me nearly 
10 months to persuade the 
mother to allow her child to 
enter the school system. 

Some years later I ran 

into Unity Sisters. This is 
an amazing self-help group 
of around 50 women with 
about 150 kids of all ages. 
They are a mixture of immi-
grants with UK citizenship, 
the right to remain, women 
going through the immigra-
tion process and those who 
have been kicked out of it. 

With very scant resources, 
they have spun a web of love 
and support for each other. 

We were gathering clothes 
for the women and children 
and needed a place to store 
them. I am not sure Father 
Martin Kane knew what he 
was getting himself into 
when he offered us some 
space in the parish house at 
St James’ in Pollok! 

I collected clothes from 
friends and family and we 
would meet to sort them. 
Sitting around that table 
with these women was a 

rare privilege. 
These amazing women, 

who were living on the edge 
of an unforgiving world 
talked so naturally of their 
God and the many blessings 
he bestowed upon them. 
I – who had so much more 
in terms of security and 
wealth – could not tap into 
the same feelings of joy and 
gratitude. 

One of the women there, 
irritated the life out of me. 
She unfolded clothes we 
had folded, put them in 
the wrong pile and created 
so much extra work for us. 
Gently, Virgine, the group’s 
leading light, encouraged 
Elyssa (not her real name) to 
share her story with me. 

She was in her mid 60’s, 
on her own and had been 
living outside of the asy-
lum system for a long time. 
Couch surfing and some-

times staying in a friend’s 
house.

It dawned on me that 
Elyssa was reminiscent of 
my old aunties… able to talk 
about the past but couldn’t 
remember what she had for 
breakfast. 

She was living a hand to 
mouth existence relying 
completely on the good will 
and donations of others for 
shelter, food, clothes, mon-
ey, toiletries, everything. 

I felt totally ashamed of 
myself, and was really struck 
by the precarity of Elyssa’s 
situation. God alone knows 
what will happen to her. 

Her only safety net is the 
companionship and con-
cern and the willingness of 
Unity Sisters to share the 
very little they have with her 
and others like her. 

Last week I met a young 
man from Syria, who is 
staying in a hotel in Perth. 
A former tailor, he told me 
the worst thing is boredom. 
Forbidden from taking paid 
employment, he is ‘paid’ £5 
a week to meet all his other 
needs – food and shelter be-
ing provided. 

The quality of the ac-
commodation and the food 
provided in hotel accom-

modation is woeful. The 
damage that living this 
kind of existence does to 
mental health is incalcu-
lable. 

But those living in the 
community are only mar-
ginally better off – they 
get £40.85 a week to live 
on. If you are a pregnant 
woman, you get an extra 
£3! 

The government does 
not know how many, like 
Elyssa, are living under 
the wire. 

In 20 years, not much 

has improved. Surely we 
can do better?

Unity Sisters are look-
ing for donations of sew-
ing machines. They want 
to start a sewing circle and 
raise funds for the group. 
If you have a spare sewing 
machine you could do-
nate – they would be very 
grateful. And so would the 
tailor from Aleppo. 

If you can help contact  ■
Margaret Lynch at 
redmagz@hotmail.com 

by margaret lynch

Prayer of Pope Francis for 
Migrants and Refugees
Lord, make us bearers of hope,
so that where there is darkness,
your light may shine,
and where there is discouragement,
confidence in the future may be reborn.
Lord, make us instruments of your 
justice,
so that where there is exclusion, 
fraternity may flourish,
and where there is greed, a spirit of 
sharing may grow.
Lord, make us builders of your 
Kingdom,
together with migrants and refugees
and with all who dwell on the 
peripheries.
Lord, let us learn how beautiful it is
to live together as brothers and sisters. 
Amen

WORLD DAy OF MIGRAnTS AnD ReFUGeeS

Asylum seekers and refugees are often portrayed 
in the media – and by politicians – as scroungers 
living on benefits. in reality, they face appalling 
conditions, are forbidden to work and live close 
to destitution in our midst, as Margaret Lynch 
reports 
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Making a 
will can be 
a true act 
of charity
Making a will is not 
only a sensible bit 
of  financial plan-
ning … it can also be 
an act of  charity to 
those who will have 
to deal with our af-
fairs when we die.

That’s why more and 
more people – even those 
of  limited means – are de-
ciding to take this step. It 
costs relatively little, but 
can save time, money and 
heartache for loved ones 
when the time comes.

Mistakes
It’s best to use a solicitor 

to make sure your will is 
legally valid and there are 
clear instructions for your 
executors. If  you write the 
will yourself, it’s easy to 
make mistakes that can 
cause complex problems 
after your death. Sorting 
out misunderstandings 
and disputes in court can 
result in legal costs that 
reduce the amount of  
money your lived ones 
will receive.

Some common mistakes 
people make when mak-
ing wills without legal su-
pervision are:

not knowing about the •	
formal requirements 
needed to make a will 
legally valid
failing to include direc-•	
tions about what hap-
pens	 if 	 a	 beneficiary	
dies either before you 
or before the estate is 
settled. A will can be 
drafted to take account 
of  what happens to the 
beneficiary’s	 share	 if 	
this happens
changing the will. If  •	
these changes are not 
signed and witnessed, 
they are invalid
being unaware that mar-•	
riage or civil partner-
ship does not invalidate 
a previously made will 
or that divorce or dis-
solution of  a civil part-
nership does invalidate 
most provisions in a will 
relating to the ex-spouse 
or ex-civil partner

A will can also allow 

you to make gifts of  treas-
ured objects to family 
and friends without em-
barrassment	 or	 conflict,	
and you can write into it 
your wishes for your own 
funeral arrangements – 
whether you want to be 
buried or cremated, any 
special elements of  the 
funeral you wish included 
or charitable donations 
you wish made from your 
savings.

Valid
So, as autumn ap-

proaches, why not take 
the bull by the horns and 
make the call? It could 
be one of  the most useful 
calls you will ever make.

File name: Fertility Care Will 12x2
Client: Fertility Care Scotland
Size: 85mmx120mm
Publication:  Flourish
Artworker:  RP
Time: August 17, 2022 2:02 PM
Status: Client proof 1

Fertility Care Scotland is a local charity which 
empowers women of all ages by teaching a safe 
and effective method of natural family planning. 
We offer our services for free to women and 
couples looking to achieve or postpone pregnancy 
naturally. We also offer amazing volunteer 
opportunities and accredited teacher training 

programmes.
When making a will, please consider 
leaving a legacy to Fertility Care Scotland 
to support girls, women, and couples 

across Scotland.

Contact us at info@fertilitycare.org.uk 
0141 221 0858

Leave a lasting legacy

www.kidneykids.org.uk 

office@kidneykids.org.uk 

01324 555843 
Suppor�ng families and hospitals all over Scotland 
supplying them with much needed equipment and 

funding for posts recognised as being essen�al 

Kidney Kids Scotland 

You can help us to support Sco�sh children with renal 
illness and their families  

Registered in Scotland 

SC030284 

The Notre Dame Centre, Parkhouse Business Park, Kelvin House
419 Balmore Road, Glasgow, G22 6NT
T: 0141 339 2366  E: info@notredamecentre.org.uk
Charity No. SC. 002851

Notre Dame Centre 8x3.indd   1 24/08/2017   15:31:27

The Notre Dame Centre is a registered charity which was established in Glasgow in 1931. 
The centre offers assessment and therapeutic support to children, young people and 
their families, who are experiencing emotional and psychological distress due to trauma, 
abuse, loss or neglect. Based in North Glasgow, we provide area wide support and accepts 
referrals from Local Authority Education and  Social Work teams, NHS CAMHS teams 
and also Kinship Support Groups. The multi-disciplinary team offer a combined model of 
support to both the child /young person and their parent or carer on a weekly basis. 

Please consider The Notre Dame Centre when you are making a 
will or leaving a legacy.
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Help us make Will Relief
a winner this September
During September, Paterson Holms will write basic
Wills, without charging our normal fee.
To raise as much money as possible for Will Relief, we
hope that clients will make a donation to the Will Relief
Charities.
The suggested donation level is £95 for a single Will,
£135 for a pair of Wills or £40 for a codicil to an
existing Will.
Make or update your Will with Will Relief and you will
gain peace of mind from knowing that you have
protected your own family and loved ones for the future
as well as giving money to help thousands of people in
need to gain the skills, tools and support they need to
improve their lives.
It is extremely important to seek qualified and
professional expertise when making a Will.
So, don’t put it off any longer. Phone us and make an
appointment today.

Paterson Holms
4 Roman Road
Bearsden
Glasgow
G61 2SW

T: 0141 942 8825
F: 0141 942 4457

Paterson Holms
3 Springfield Road
Bishopbriggs
Glasgow
G64 1PD

T: 0141 772 0074
F: 0141 942 4457

Registered Offices

Will Relief Paterson Holms 16x2.qxd 6/9/22 11:13  Page 1
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Our specialist team have years of experience
in drafting wills and managing estates.
To raise as much money as
possible for Will Aid this
November, we are offering readers
the opportunity to have a simple
Will professionally drawn up and
we will not be earning a penny.

Standard Buildings, 94 Hope Street, Glasgow G� 6PH
Telephone +44 (0) 141 248 8111 Fax +44 (0) 141 221 8420
E-mailmail@blaneycarnan.com

Will Aid - Blaney Carnan 8x2.qxd  04/08/2015  10:05  Page 1
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Established 1986. Free Initial Interview.

We offer a wide range of legal services including house
purchase and sales, Wills, Powers of Attorney and
Executries. We would welcome the opportunity to assist
you in any matters in which you feel you require legal
advice.

20 Croftfoot Road, Croftfoot, Glasgow, G44 5JT
Telephone: 0141 634 0437
Email: chris@mcdaidfarrell.com

McDaid Farrell
Solicitors and Estate Agents

Client: McDaid Farrell
Size: 130mmx80mm
Publication: Flourish
Artworker: RP
Status: Client proof 2

Will Aid McDaid Farrell 8x3.qxd 31/8/21 17:05  Page 1
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Boclair is a brand-new 
purpose-built luxury 
care home that opened 
its doors to welcome 
new residents in Au-
gust 2022.
Offering	 the	 very	 best	 in	

person-centred care the home 
offers	all-inclusive	residential,	
nursing, dementia and respite 
care, providing support and 
companionship when needed 
around the clock. 

The care of  our residents is 
our top priority and our dedi-
cated and caring team ensure 
privacy, dignity and respect 
whilst fostering independ-
ence,	confidence	and	wellness	
for each of  our residents. 

Our elegant home has been 
designed with the residents 
in mind with no attention 
to detail being missed. From 
beautifully decorated luxury 
en-suite bedrooms to a café 
bar and an array of  dining 
rooms, where quality home-
cooked nutritious food lov-
ingly prepared by the team of  
resident chefs can be enjoyed. 
There are lounges and quiet 
rooms	available	on	every	floor	
of  the home, a perfect haven 
for some R&R and a library 
where you can read your fa-
vourite book. 

Moving into Boclair Care 
Home does not mean that 

you have to miss out on your 
favourite things and with a 
hairdresser on site you never 
need to miss a future appoint-
ment. There’s a café bar to 
enjoy a cup of  tea and slice of  
homemade cake and we pro-
vide a warm welcome for your 
family and friends to come in 
and join you and to be a part 
of  our Boclair community. 

Our cinema room is the 
perfect venue for watching 
your favourite movies with 
popcorn always on hand or 
why not join in with the ex-
tensive activities programme 
that	offers	arts	and	crafts	ses-
sions, exercise classes, music 
and entertainment to name 
just a few of  the activities. 

With landscaped gardens, 
terraces, and balconies that 
can be enjoyed all year round 
you can enjoy a spot of  gar-
dening or just sit back and 
relax. 

Providing a warm and in-
viting environment for the 
residents and their families is 
what we pride ourselves on. 
We’d love to hear from you if  
you’d	like	to	find	out	more	for	
yourself  or a loved one. 

www.boclaircare.co.uk  ■
E: info@boclaircare.co.uk  
T: 0141 484 5050

Care is priority at Boclair
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As summer ends and au-
tumn encroaches, we 

find ourselves back on the 
road with Jesus, the rocky, 
dusty road he is resolutely 
taking to Jerusalem. 

As we follow him along it, 
we learn this month about 
God’s mercy, about justice 
and about what being a fol-
lower of Jesus might cost us, 
hearing some of Jesus’ most 
famous and most powerful 
parables. 

After all, he is heading for 
the Cross, and he wants us 
to know what that means, 
both for him and for you 
and me.

Twenty-Third Sunday C
As we resume our journey 

with Jesus, we are reminded 
that it is not an easy path, 
nor one we take up lightly. 
Jesus’ words in the Gospel 
today are challenging, re-
minding us that nothing 
should come between us and 
our desire to follow him. 

He is taking this road to 
the cross “resolutely”: we 
have to be just as resolute, 

just as committed. The little 
parables of tower-building 
and campaigning kings are 
meant to make us reflect 
not only whether we are 
so committed, but also on 
where our foundations lie. 
The answer? Jesus. 

He is laying out the blue-
print, the plan, for us to fol-
low and put into action. He 
also gives us the wisdom 
(First Reading) and the love 
(Second Reading) we need 
to see it through.

As an aside, Paul’s letter 
to Philemon is his shortest 
letter, written to a Christian 
leader whose slave (Ones-
imus) has run away. Paul 
exhorts Philemon not to 
do what his culture expects 
and punish Onesimus, but 
to see him in a new way, as 
a brother rather than as his 
property, and to receive him 
back in love as though he 
were Paul himself. Such is 
the challenge to see things 
in a new way, to see others 
through the eyes of Jesus 
rather than to follow the 
expectations of the world 
around us. 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday C
The glimpse we get into 

the story of Philemon and 
Onesimus last week is al-
most a real-life version of 
the famous parable of the 
Prodigal Son we hear today. 

Paul wanted Philemon to 
see his former slave through 
the eyes of Jesus, through 
God’s eyes, the eyes of 
mercy and love, rather than 
through those of the “elder 
brother” who stands on his 
own rights but fails to love. 
It is a powerful story and 
one we know well. 

In fact, we heard these 
parables earlier in the year, 
during Lent. There, we heard 
them as penitents, reas-
sured of the all-embracing 
forgiveness God has for us, 
waiting patiently for our re-
turn, rejoicing in our being 
found, and restoring us to 
our relationship with him. 

Now, as we hear these 
parables on the road to Je-
rusalem, and as part of the 
unfolding teaching we are 
being given on disciple-
ship, perhaps we are being 
invited to reflect not only 
on God’s mercy towards us, 
but also on how we, as dis-
ciples, extend that mercy to 
others. 

Do we imitate the unlim-
ited mercy of God, or are 
we more “elder brother” to-
wards others, like the Phar-
isees to the “sinners” in the 
context? Do I reach out in 
love to those who hurt me, 
or stand on my dignity and 
hold it against them?

Twenty-Fifth Sunday C
If we hadn’t noticed that 

the parables of forgiveness 
were also challenges to us 
as disciples, this week again 
offers us important teach-
ing on discipleship. This 
time, it is about the use of 
material things, things we 
are not to be afraid of, but 

which we must use wisely. 
Besides, Jesus has already 

taught that we should be 
prepared to give up our 
possessions for the sake of 
the Kingdom. Now we hear 
why: we must be whole-
hearted in our dedication to 
God. 

We cannot serve two Mas-
ters: we have to choose, and 
our best choice is God who 
will never fail us as opposed 
to material things, social 
status or power, all of which 
can be lost. 

The other readings too, 
in their own way, reinforce 
this message: the things 
we need in life are there to 
be used justly and shared 
evenly (Amos) while only 
God can guarantee peace 
and well-being and so he 
alone is worthy of our love 
and honour (Paul).

Twenty-Sixth Sunday C
Last week’s hint at the 

just use of material things 
is brought into stark focus 
today with the famous and 
powerful parable of the Rich 
Man and Lazarus. 

The former has surround-
ed himself with such luxury 
and material comfort that 
he is blind to the suffering 
Lazarus at his door. He has 
stopped caring, stopped 
looking outward, so fixated 
is he on his own happiness 
to the exclusion of others. 

The “great gulf” fixed be-
tween them after death was 
not placed there by Abra-
ham or God but by the rich 

man himself, shutting out 
Lazarus and keeping him 
firmly out of sight and out of 
mind. He has not listened to 
the prophets (First Reading) 
with their call to justice in 
our actions and warnings of 
disaster if we rely too much 
on material things. 

We live in times of hard-
ship for many, and perhaps 
these readings today are a 
reminder that following Je-
sus implies looking out for 
his poorest brothers and 
sisters and doing what we 
can to help them. One who 

rose from the dead has spo-
ken to us of these things: do 
we really listen to him?

Twenty-Seventh Sunday C
The last Sunday Gospel 

in this series of teachings 
challenges us not to think 
we are disciples just for a 
reward or to get a pat on the 
back. We should forgive like 
the Father, be just and com-
passionate, detached from 
material possessions, and 
reach out to the poor be-
cause it is “our duty” and we 
are mere servants. 

In the mini-parable of 
the Master and his serv-
ants Jesus reminds us that 
these things are not one-off 
events or done for some kind 
of reward. Rather, when we 
forgive, act justly, reach out 
in compassion, we must do 
it again, and again. They are 
to become second nature to 
us, not things we do just be-
cause we are told to. 

That takes practice, but 
it also takes grace and 
God’s power at work in us. 
Habakkuk tells us we will 
not “flag” if we are at rights 
with God, even when it is 
hard; Paul invites us to “fan 
into a flame” the gift of God 
in us, the Spirit he shares 
with us, relying on his pow-
er alone.

The road to Jerusalem we 
are walking with Jesus is not 
an easy one, but he shares 
his strength, the Holy Spir-
it, with us. We can walk his 
path confidently with him 
by our side. This month’s 
readings ask us if we are re-
ally committed to following 
him along it, really willing 
to respond to what it asks 
of us!

A road trip to Calvary and beyond: 
September Sundays challenge us

Fr Tom 
Kilbride
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Precious memories of Esther 
(née Murray), a cherished wife 
to the late David, mum, gran and 
adored great-gran, who died on 
November 7, 2014, and whose 
birthday occurs on August 7. 
Our Lady of Lourdes and St 
Thérèse, pray for her. Forever in 
our hearts. Inserted by her ever-
loving family.

O’HARE

James Tissot, The Return of 
the Prodigal Son, 1862



19September 2022 FLOURISH columns

Welcome back to Fa-
ther Frank’s Log. The 

month of July was rela-
tively quiet, as is usually 
the case. 

This past week I enjoyed a 
few relaxing, prayerful days 
in Schoenstatt. I stayed 
in St. Joseph’s Cabin, self-
catering, and availed of the 
many beautiful walks in 
Campsie Glen, on the Tho-
mas Muir Way, and along 
the old Strathkelvin Railway 
line. 

I found a trail I hadn’t 
walked before, up to the Al-
lanhead Waterfall. It was 
called the Eritrean Martyrs 
Woodland Trail, created by 
the Eritrean Community 
in Scotland to commemo-
rate those who had died in 
the fight for independence. 
I also spent many fruitful 
hours in the beautiful little 
chapel.

 
Early in the month I had 

to bring some papers down 
to the Archdiocesan Of-
fices in Clyde Street. After I 
handed them in, I went into 
the cathedral to say a few 
prayers. 

While I was there a lady 
approached me and asked 
me if I knew where she 
might find a priest to sign 
a Mass card which she had 
just purchased in the re-
pository. I told her I was a 
priest and that I would be 

From Campsie Glen to Cathedral confessions

happy to sign her card, and I 
produced my credentials to 
verify it. 

She then decided to phone 
her pal to ask if she had man-
aged to get a Mass card. The 
friend hadn’t, so she bought 
another card for her friend 
and got me to sign that as 
well. 

Before I got on my way, 
I was approached by two 
other people to ask if there 
were any Confessions avail-
able, so I ended up finding 
a quiet spot and hearing a 
couple of Confessions as 
well. Maybe the Archbishop 
will give me a job!

 
Later in the month I went 

for a Shingles vaccination. I 
received a letter asking me 
to go to the Glasgow Central 
Mosque at 7pm of a weekday 
evening. I had never set foot 
in the mosque before. 

My first inclination was to 

leave the car at St. Mungo’s 
and walk down, as I don’t 
like bringing the car into 
the city. However, I was a bit 
short for time and so I drove 
down. 

When I got there, I got 
confused because of road 
works and a mesmerising 
number of traffic cones. I 
followed signs that instruct-
ed me to drive on a cycle 
lane, and I ended up in a car 
park nearly as far away as St. 
Mungo’s would have been! I 
put money in a meter and 
traced my steps back. 

Not knowing any better, 
I went in by the main en-
trance to the mosque, look-
ing around to see if there 
were any signs telling me 
where to go for the vaccina-
tion. 

I then found myself by the 
prayer room, which was very 
beautiful, and a very kindly 
gentleman came by whom I 

Fr Frank’s log
Fr Frank Keevins cp is Parish 
Priest of St Mungo’s Townhead

was able to show my letter 
to and ask if he knew where 
I was to go. He asked firstly 
if I would take my shoes off, 
which I was happy to do, and 
he walked with me to the of-
fice. 

I discovered where I was 

to go, and so I went back to 
retrieve my shoes and made 
my way across a courtyard 
to the Vaccination Centre, 
where I received my jab, 
and just about made it back 
to the car before my meter 
money ran out.

A few days later I travelled 
to Dublin for meetings. This 
was my first time on an aer-
oplane since January 2020. 
The airport, both in Glas-
gow and Dublin, was jam 
packed, as were the planes 
themselves. It was a bit 
scary, if truth be told, but 
thankfully all went smooth-
ly enough, and I seem to be 
none the worse for the expe-
rience. 

Father Antony left us on 
the 23rd of August to take 
up his new appointment, 
and we hope to announce a 
replacement soon. Brother 
Conor has been with us for 
these past few weeks, enjoy-
ing time to read and pray, 
and to see a bit of Glasgow. 
He will return to Northern 
Ireland soon to prepare for 
his Final Profession which 
will take place in Holy Cross, 
Ardoyne. Father John con-
tinues to settle and, apart 
from his ministry, he regu-
larly plays badminton, 7-a-
side football, and now wants 
to learn to swim. Father Jus-
tinian continues to defy the 
years and is doing well. He 
hopes to travel with Father 
Antony to attend Brother 
Conor’s Final Profession.

 
So, as always, protect your-

selves, protect your loved 
ones, and protect Christ in 
your lives.

Af ter his first arrest, 
the peace activist Dan-

iel Berrigan went into hid-
ing. 

After four months, he was 
captured, but during those 
months underground, al-
though a threat to no one, 
he was put on the FBI’s Ten 
Most Wanted list. There’s 
an irony here that did not 
go unnoticed. Someone put 
up a poster of him with this 
caption: Wanted – Notori-
ous consecrator of bread 
and wine. Disturber of wars 
and felonious paper burner! 
The fugitive has been known 
to carry the New Testament 
and should be approached 
with extreme caution. Dis-
armed and dangerous.

Disarmed and dangerous! 
Corny as that may sound, it 
expresses the real threat to 
injustice, violence, and war. 
Disarmament is dangerous. 
Someone who is genuinely 
unarmed is ultimately the 
one who poses the great-
est danger to disorder, 
immorality, and violence. 
Violence can withstand vio-
lence, but it can be brought 
down by non-violence. Here 
are some examples.

In our own generation, we 
have the example of Chris-
tian de Cherge, one of the 
seven Cistercian monks who 
were kidnapped and later 
killed by Islamist extremists 
in Algeria in 1996. His jour-
ney, and that of the other 
monks who died with him, 

is chronicled in a number 
of books (including some of 
his own letters and diaries) 
and in the award-winning 
film, Of Gods and Men. Living 
within a small community 
of nine monks in a remote 
Muslim village in North-
ern Algeria, Christian and 
his community were much 
loved by that Muslim com-
munity and, being French 
citizens and enjoying the 
protection of that citizen-
ship, their presence consti-
tuted a certain protection 
for the villagers against Is-
lamic terrorists. Alas, the 
situation was not to last.

On Christmas Eve, 1995, 
they received a first visit 
from the terrorists with the 
clear warning that they had 
best leave before they would 
become its victims. Both 
the French and the Algerian 
governments offered them 
armed protection. Chris-
tian, acting alone at first, 
against the majority voice 
in his own community, cat-
egorically refused armed 
protection. Instead, his 
prayer became this: In face 
of this violence, disarm us, 
Lord. His response to the 
threat was complete dis-
armament. Eventually, his 
entire community joined 
him in that stance. 

Six months later they 
were kidnapped and killed, 
but the triumph was theirs. 
Their witness of fidelity was 
the singular most powerful 
gift they could have given 
to the poor and vulner-
able villagers whom they 
sought to protect, and their 
moral witness to the world 
will nurture generations to 
come, long after this par-
ticular genre of terrorism 
has had its day. Christian de 
Cherge and his community 
were disarmed and danger-
ous. 

There are innumerable 
similar examples of other 
persons who were disarmed 
and dangerous. Rosa Parks, 
disarmed and seemingly 
powerless against the racist 
laws at the time, was one of 
the pivotal figures in end-
ing racial segregation in the 
USA, as was Martin Luther 
King. The list of danger-
ous unarmed persons is 

endless: Mahatma Gandhi, 
Thomas Merton, Dorothy 
Day, Desmond Tutu, Oscar 
Romero, Franz Jagerstat-
ter, Dorothy Stang, Daniel 
Berrigan, Elizabeth McAl-
ister, Michael Rodrigo, Stan 
Rother, and Jim Wallis, 
among others. Not least, of 
course, Jesus.

Jesus was disarmed and 
so dangerous that the au-
thorities of his time found 
it necessary to kill him. His 
complete non-violence con-
stituted the ultimate threat 
to their established order. 
Notice how both the civil and 
religious authorities at the 
time did not so much fear 
an armed murderer as they 
feared an unarmed Jesus … 
Release for us, Barabbas! 
We prefer to deal with an 
armed murderer than with 
an unarmed man profess-
ing non-violence and tell-
ing people to turn the other 
cheek! Give them credit for 

being astute. Unconscious-
ly, they recognized the real 
threat, someone who is 
unarmed, non-violent, and 
turning the other cheek. 

However, turning the 
other cheek must be prop-
erly understood. It is not a 
passive, submissive thing. 
The opposite. In giving this 
counsel, Jesus specifies 
that it be the right cheek. 
Why this seemingly odd 
specification? Because he 
is referring to a culturally-
sanctioned practice at the 
time where a superior could 
ritually slap an inferior on 
the cheek with the inten-
tion not so much of inflict-
ing physical pain as to let 
the other person know his 
or her place – I am your su-
perior, know your place! The 
slap was administered with 
the back of the right hand, 
facing the other person, 
and thus would land on the 
other person’s right cheek. 
Now, in that posture, its 
true violence would remain 
mostly hidden because it 

would look clean, aesthetic, 
and as something culturally 
accepted.

However, if one were to 
turn the other cheek, the 
left one, the violence would 
be exposed. How? First, be-
cause now the slap would 
land awkwardly and look 
violent; second, the per-
son receiving it would be 
sending a clear signal. The 
change in posture would 
not only expose the violence 
but it would also be saying, 
you can still slap me, but not 
as a superior to an inferior; 
the old order is over. 

Disarmed and danger-
ous. To carry no weapon 
except moral integrity is the 
ultimate threat to all that is 
not right.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser  ■
is a theologian, teacher, and 
award-winning author. He 
can be contacted through his 
website  www.ronrolheiser.
com.  Now on Facebook www.
facebook.com/ronrolheiser

Disarmed and dangerous
Scribblings of 
the spirit
Flourish’s new columnist,  
Fr Ronald Rolheiser offers 
practical insights each month 
into improving our spiritual lives

Cistercian monks martyred in Algeria
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I’ll be holding 
back the 
floodwaters 
from Patience’s 
village… long 
after I’m gone.
Whilst we don’t know exactly what the 
future will hold, we do know that more 
extreme weather events will put people’s 
lives at risk, especially those living on 
the front line of the climate crisis.
 
With a gift in my Will to SCIAF, I can help 
families living in some of the poorest 
parts of the world meet the challenges 
of the future, creating a safer, greener 
and more just world for all.
 
With a gift in your Will to 
SCIAF, our faith in a fairer 
world can live on.

Patience Peter aged 1, Malawi. Photograph by Thoko Chikondi.
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