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There are too many parishes 
but too few people, too many 
churches but too few priests. 

Compared to when these 
parishes were formed and our 
churches built, there are sig-
nificantly fewer people coming 
to Mass. Some of our largest 

churches are in places where 
there are fewest people. 

And as for priests, I have been 
Archbishop for less than five 
years and the number of our ac-
tive priests is down by a third in 
that time. Only one of our priests 
is under the age of 45, most are 

over the age of 60. Thank good-
ness we have foreign priests and 
religious willing to serve in the 
Archdiocese, otherwise the situ-
ation would be even more criti-
cal than it is.

Our parishes and our church-
es hold great memories for us 
and are dear to our hearts, so 
any reduction in parishes and 
any closure of churches will be 
a painful experience. We cannot 
avoid that pain, though, by not 
facing up to reality. 

Just as the vinedresser cuts back 
the vine so that it may grow, so we 
too must trim and prune in order 

to stay healthy, in order to grow.
I would ask everyone in the 

Archdiocese to respond to these 
plans with a spirit of coopera-
tion and a willingness to make 
sacrifices, to look to the past 
with fondness, but to let the past 
go in order to enable a new fu-
ture to take shape.

May we trust in God as we face 
the road ahead.

Let us pray for each other as we 
make difficult decisions in these 
changing times.

In Christ,
+William Nolan
Archbishop of Glasgow

My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

For years now there has been much talk of the need to 
restructure and reduce the number of parishes in the 

Archdiocese. A plan for that restructuring has now been 
drawn up, reducing the number of parishes by half and 
seeing the closure of two dozen churches.

‘We must fAce 
up to reAlity’
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A detailed blueprint for 
the future of parishes 

in the Archdiocese has 
been produced, reducing 
the number of parishes to 
around 40 through a pro-
gramme of mergers and 
closures over the next dec-
ade.

It will lead to a major re-
organisation of Catholic 
parish life in the Archdio-
cese of Glasgow, the biggest 
ever undertaken.
The proposals follow local 

deanery area consultations 
over the past few years and 
reflect population shifts and 
the dramatically reduced 
number of priests available 
to provide pastoral care.
The plans will see merg-

ers in many areas and a re-
duction in the number of 
church buildings.
The proposals have been 

approved in principle by the 
Archbishop and the Council 
of Priests and will now be 
discussed locally in parish 
and deanery pastoral coun-
cils ahead of the changes 
taking place.

Mergers and closures will 
not take place on a single 
future date but rather each 
case will involve due proc-
ess in Canon law.
The blueprint provides 

for changes affecting the 
following parishes:

Dunbartonshire east
St Joseph’s, Cumbernauld 

will merge with Sacred 
Heart and St Lucy’s, Cum-
bernauld, with these parish-

es eventually being reduced 
to two churches over 5–10 
years.

Holy Cross, Croy will 
merge with Our Lady and 
St Helen’s, Condorrat, with 
an eventual reduction to one 
church over 5–10 years.

Holy Family and St Nin-
ian’s, Kirkintilloch has al-
ready merged with St John 
of the Cross, Twechar, and 
St Flannan’s, Kirkintilloch, 
eventually being reduced to 
one church within 10 years.

St Andrew’s, Bearsden 
will merge with St Joseph’s, 
Milngavie within 5 years 
with the two churches being 
maintained.

No immediate change is 
proposed for the two Bish-
opbriggs parishes.

Dunbartonshire West
St Kessog’s, Balloch to 

merge with St Martin’s, 
Renton, and Our Lady and 
St Mark’s, Alexandria, with 
an eventual reduction to one 
church over 5–10 years.

St Michael’s Parish, Dum-
barton (including St Ma-
hew’s church) to merge with 
St Joseph’s, Helensburgh, 
(including the churches of 
St Gildas’, Rosneath, and St 
Peter & St Paul, Arrochar). 
The document envisages 
the merger over the next 
5–10 years, with Rosneath 
and Arrochar closing and St 
Michael’s, St Joseph’s and St 
Mahew’s being maintained.

Our Holy Redeemer and St 

Margaret’s Parish to merge 
with St Eunan’s, Clydebank, 
with a reduction to two 
church buildings within 5 
years.

St Mary’s, Duntocher, 
merged with St Joseph’s, 
Faifley, will reduce to one 
church within 5 years.

St Stephen’s, Dalmuir 
parish will merge with St 
Patrick’s, Old Kilpatrick, 
with an eventual reduction 
to one church over 5–10 
years.

No immediate change is 
proposed for St Patrick’s, 
Dumbarton.

Glasgow south
St Helen’s, already merged 

with St Albert’s, Pollok-
shields, will further merge 
with St Mary Immaculate, 
Pollokshaws, with a reduc-
tion to two churches within 
5 years, with some of the 
territory of St Mary’s being 
transferred to St Gabriel’s in 
Merrylee.

Merger of St Bartholom-
ew’s, Castlemilk and St 
Margaret Mary’s, Castlem-
ilk, with an eventual reduc-
tion to one church within 5 
years.

Merger of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Cardonald with St 
Leo’s, Dumbreck, with an 
eventual reduction to one 
church within 5 years.

St James’ parish will 
merge with St Conval’s, with 
an eventual reduction to one 
church over 5–10 years.

St Constantine’s, Govan 
will merge with St Antho-
ny’s, Govan, with one church 
closing depending on the 
condition of the buildings, 
within 5 years.

Holy Cross, Crosshill par-
ish will merge with St Brig-
id’s, Toryglen within 5 years.

St Robert’s, Househill-
wood and St Bernard’s, Nit-
shill to discuss reducing to 
one church within 5 years.

St Vincent’s, Thornliebank 
parish will merge with Holy 
Name, Mansewood, with an 
eventual reduction to one 

church building within 5-10 
years.

No immediate changes 
are proposed for the par-
ishes of Christ the King, 
Our Lady and St George’s, St 
Gabriel’s and Blessed John 
Duns Scotus.

Glasgow West
St Peter’s, Partick par-

ish, including the Glasgow 
University Chaplaincy, will 
merge with Our Lady of 
Perpetual Succour, Broom-
hill, with an eventual reduc-
tion to one church within 10 
years.

St Ninian’s, Knightswood 
will merge with Corpus 
Christi, Scotstounhill, St 
Laurence’s, Drumchapel, 
and St Benedict’s, Drum-
chapel, with an eventual 
reduction to two churches, 
one of them in Drumchapel, 
within 5 years.

St Columba’s, Woodside 
will merge with St Gregory’s 
in Wyndford and St Charles’, 
Oratory with an eventual re-
duction to one church with-
in 5 years.

St Andrew’s Cathedral 
parish, including the Strath-
clyde University Chaplaincy, 
which is already merged 
with St Patrick’s, Anderston, 
will see an eventual reduc-
tion to one church within 5 
years.

St Paul’s Whiteinch will be 
merged with St Brendan’s, 
Yoker, with eventual reduc-
tion to one building within 
ten years.

No immediate change is 
proposed for the parish of 
the Immaculate Concep-
tion.

Glasgow east and North
St Michael’s, Parkhead 

will merge with Sacred 
Heart, Bridgeton, St Mark’s, 
Shettleston, St Joseph’s, 
Tollcross, and St Joachim’s, 
Carmyle, with future dis-
cussions on reducing provi-
sion to three buildings.

St Mary’s, Calton parish 
will merge with St Alphon-
sus, St Anne’s, Dennistoun, 
and Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, Dennistoun, with 
consultation on reducing 
church buildings over 5–10 
years.

St Augustine’s, Milton 
will merge with St Agnes’, 
Lambhill, and St Teresa’s, 
Possilpark, with an even-
tual reduction to one or two 
buildings within 5 years.

parish changes: how 
the plans will affect you

the future struc-
ture of the catholic 

church in scotland may 
look quite dif ferent 
af ter a request for the 
Vatican for the Bishops 
to consider changes to 
the current arrange-
ment of eight dioceses.
The last time the di-

ocesan structure was 
touched was shortly after 
World War II to allow for 
the creation of the ‘new’ 
dioceses of Paisley and 
Motherwell.
The current discussion 

centre on merging or 
sharing resources.
The following options 

are now being presented 
by the Bishops of Scot-
land for further reflec-
tion and consultation.

Argyll and the Isles 
merging with either 
Paisley or Glasgow
Galloway merging 
with either Paisley or 
Motherwell
St. Andrews and 
Edinburgh merging 
with Dunkeld 
A merger between 
Motherwell, Paisley 
and Galloway.
The bishops have also 

said they will consider 
maintaining the current 
diocesan structures but 
with greater sharing and 
collaboration.

In a statement, the 
Bishops said: “These are 
possibilities for further 
discernment, not deci-
sions or an agreed map 
for the future.

“This is not simply a 
question of boundaries, 
administrative adjust-
ments or the sharing 
of resources more ef-
fectively. Primarily it is 
about how we can bet-
ter proclaim the Gospel, 
support our clergy, reli-
gious and lay people, and 
strengthen our parishes 
and communities for 
evangelisation.

“As your bishops, we 
recognise that dioceses 
are communities of faith 
with their own histories, 
relationships and tradi-
tions. Any change must 
therefore be approached 
with prayer, sensitivity 
and care for the people 
and communities in-
volved.
The bishops conclude 

by asking people “to look 
beyond our own self-
interests and to consider 
what will best serve the 
Catholic Church in Scot-
land as a whole.”

Further consultation 
will now be held across 
the country before a fi-
nal report is submitted to 
Rome.

Dioceses consider 
future mergers

St Catherine’s, Balornock 
will merge with St Aloysius’, 
Springburn, and Immacu-
late Heart of Mary, with 
a reduction to one or two 
buildings within 5 years.

St Thomas, Riddrie will 
merge with St Bernadette’s, 
Carntyne, and St Maria 
Goretti’s, Cranhill with an 
eventual reduction to one 
building within 5 years.

St Paul’s, Shettleston will 
merge with St Jude’s, Bar-
lanark, and St Barnabas’, 
Shettleston, with an even-
tual reduction to one church 
within 5 years.

No immediate change 
proposed for St Philom-
ena’s.

As the current   ■
edition of Flourish was 
going to press, the 
death was announced of 
Canon John McGrorry, 
Parish Priest of St 
Kessog’s, Balloch. A full 
obituary will be carried 
in the next edition. 
Requiescat in pace. 

by ronnie convery
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Stations of Resurrection 

shine in Cumbernauld

the joy of the resurrection is being pro-
claimed in cumbernauld through art 

… and you don’t even have to go inside the 
church to see it.
The Parish Community of Sacred Heart 

and St Lucy have inaugurated a Via Lucis 
(Way of light) which shows the ‘stations 
of the resurrection’ – a modern extension 
of the traditional Via Crucis or way of the 
cross.

Parish Priest Fr John Campbell said: “The 
artistic designers were Roz and Jordan 
from Impact Signs, a local Cumbernauld 
company. 

“The windows in our church are our ‘Via 
Crucis’ the Way of the Cross, so when trying 
to brighten up our property we didn’t want 
it just to be a paint job, but something ar-
tistic and useful. With our windows being 
such a feature of the building we thought of 
complementing them by carrying on and 
completing the story of redemption.

“The cross is not the whole story so we 
decided to create our own ‘Via Lucis’ the 
Stations of the Resurrection; the comple-
tion and continuation of the story.

“We are now part of that story today as 

we are the beneficiaries of the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit at Pen-
tecost and the great Commis-

sion to go out and preach the good news 
and Baptise.

“Parishioners have commented that it 
has brought the church outside.

“It has attracted a lot of local interest and 
people coming to look at them so we have 
included a short guide beside each station 
to explain what the picture is about and 
also a QR code that will take people to our 
website, ‘Catholic Cumbernauld’ where 
they will find a set of prayers to allow them 
to pray their way along the ‘Via Lucis’ .” 

Fr John added: “The people have been 
very complimentary about the work and 
are very proud of it. A lovely touch was 
someone handed in a thank-you card to 
be given to the anonymous donors, who 
financed and organised the work, and to 
them we are eternally grateful. 

“It’s not only useful to ourselves – a bus-
load from another parish also came to pray 
the stations: we hope they may be a source 
of quiet evangelisation and spiritual nour-
ishment to others.”

by brian 
swanson

A Chinese priest who 
has just joined the 

clergy team at st An-
drew’s cathedral won’t 
have any problems get-
ting to know West of 
scotland culture – for 
father Bernard Zong, 47, 
has spent the last five 
years serving in parishes 
in Dublin.

Speaking in the Ca-
thedral House where 
he will be based for the 
near future he told Flour-
ish: “The friendly people, 
the culture and even the 
weather are the same in 
Ireland and Scotland – I 
know I’m going to be very 
happy here.” 

Universities

His main role while in 
Glasgow will be minister-
ing to the spiritual needs 
of the Chinese commu-
nity especially its young 
people including those 
studying at our universi-
ties

He said: “I have always 
had a fire in my heart to 
tell young people about 
Jesus – I cannot wait to 
begin my mission here”.

Born into a devout 
Catholic family in 
Shaanxi, China, in 1979, he 
began his priestly studies 
at St Joseph’s Seminary in 
the Diocese of Fengxiang 
in September 1995 and 
was ordained a Catholic 
priest on 17th December 
2006.

From 2007 to 2019, Fr 
Bernard exercised his 
priestly ministry in Xi’an, 
Shaanxi, where he devot-
ed twelve years to parish 
ministry and actively fos-
tered young adult com-
munities by organising 

regular youth gatherings 
for university students.
he was ordained in De-
cember 2006, served as a 
priest until 2019 when he 
left the country to learn 
English in the Philip-
pines.

He next moved to Dub-
lin where he combined 
parish work with further 
studies and gaining a 
PhD in Theology.

Two years ago, he was 
recommended to Arch-
bishop Nolan, and the 
process began to bring 
him to Glasgow.

New priest for chinese community

ArChbishop Nolan 
let his hands do the 

talking as he gave chil-
dren a lesson on how to 
pray when pupils from 
60 schools celebrated the 
first ever primary schools 
mass in st Andrew’s ca-
thedral.

 Youngsters looked on 
intently as the Archbishop, 
with appropriate actions, 
said: “The thumb repre-
sents those closest to you 
like friends and family; 

your pointing finger is for 
people like teachers who 
point you in the right di-
rection; the next finger for 
those in Government who 
lead us; the ring finger is 
for those that are weak, or 
in trouble or pain; and the 
pinkie, the smallest finger, 
is for yourselves.”

Each primary school in 
the Archdiocese was rep-
resented by five pupils 
and a staff member with 
music provided by a choir 

from St Monica’s Primary 
Milton.

Canon Anthony Gal-
lagher, Director of Reli-
gious Education was con-
celebrant.

Catriona Ward, RE advi-
sor for primary schools in 
the Archdiocese said: “As 
they left the cathedral lots 
of the children were copy-
ing what the Archbishop 
showed them – they re-
ally took the messages to 
heart”.

Archbishop’s lesson for primary massPicture by Paul McSherry
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Ronnie Convery’s monthly round-up in pictures of what’s happening  in the Catholic world

Photos of faith

To mark the 800th anniversary of the death of St Francis  ■
of Assisi the solemn blessing of world took place with 
Saint Francis’s ‘Chartula’. It was imparted by Bishop Felice 
Accrocca from the Basilica of Assisi, following Pontifical 
Vespers held for the National Celebrations of Saint 
Francis. The Chartula contains the handwritten prayer, 
blessing, and drawing composed by St Francis of Assisi for 
Brother Leo. 

The new British Ambassador to the Holy See met Pope Leo last month as  ■
she took up her appointment. Tammy Sandhu MBE said she was “humbled 
and honoured to present my Letters of Credence to His Holiness Pope Leo 
XIV. It was both a privilege and a deeply moving moment. I look forward 
to strengthening UK–Holy See ties and working together on the global 
challenges of our time.” The new ambassador was previously Consul 
General in San Francisco. Her career has seen her deal with hostage 
negotiations, she has served in Iraq & Kenya, worked in Morocco, Brussels 
and India. 

Even the Catholic world’s best-known church  ■
needs a dusting every now and then! In the 
Basilica of St Peter, as in every parish in the world, 
there are people who make sure visitors can pray 
with dignity in a clean and ordered setting. Last 
month the columns of Bernini’s baldachino above 
the high Altar were cleaned… but given the size of 
the basilica a turntable ladder was needed to reach 
the nooks and crannies!

Cardinal Dominique Mamberti, Prefect of the  ■
Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura crowns 
the revered statue of Our Lady of Ciminà in Calabria in 
southern Italy. 
The crown—blessed by Pope Leo XIV—was placed 

on the head of the Madonna by Cardinal Mamberti 
before a crowd that brought together bishops from 
every corner of Calabria alongside the highest civil and 
military authorities. The new crown is made of silver 
and coated in 24 carat gold.

Manuel “Tatay Maning” Tagle, Sr., father of  ■
Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, pro-prefect of the 
Dicastery for Evangelisation, has been laid to his 
final resting place. 

Cardinal Tagle, who was widely considered to 
be ‘papabile’ at the most recent conclave, led the 
funeral Mass for his father at Imus Cathedral in the 
Philippines. 
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Back to the future as the ‘old’ 
scots college comes to life
An extraordinary new 

exhibition opens in ed-
inburgh this month which 
will bring back to life the 
old scots college chapel 
in the heart of rome using 
modern technology.

Visitors will be able to use 
virtual reality headsets to 
explore the historic heart 
of Rome, wander among 
Rome’s most iconic monu-
ments, from the majestic 
ruins of the Colosseum to 
the unique silhouette of Pi-
azza Navona and St Peter’s 
Basilica.
They can then ‘visit’ the 

original Scots College 
Chapel using the latest vir-
tual reality systems.

Construction of the Scots 
College Chapel, or the 
Church of St Andrew of the 
Scots (to give the building 
its ‘proper’ title) began in 
1644 and was completed in 
1646. 

It was built on what is 
now the Via delle Quat-
tro Fontane adjacent to the 
Scots College and for cen-
turies it was the spiritual 
home of Scots clergy who 
trained in the Eternal City 
and the home of the Scot-
tish Catholic community 
living in Rome.

It was in use for more 
than three centuries until 
its closure in the 1960s when 
a new College was built on 
the edge of the city. 
The free exhibition cel-

ebrates the 
centuries-old 
bond between 
Italy and Scot-

land through its focus on 
the Church which served as 
the home of the Scots com-
munity in Rome’s Baroque 
heart for more than 300 
years. 
Those coming to the ex-

hibition can ‘visit’ the Col-
lege Chapel as it was in the 
late 1600s, walk through’ 
its aisles, view the altar 
paintings, look down at the 
tombs and see it as it was 
when Archbishop Conti and 
Cardinal Winning stud-

ied in Rome in the 
1950s. 
They can also 

learn about how 
it served as the 
spiritual home of 
the Jacobites who 
remained loyal to 
Bonnie Prince Char-
lie and the Stewart 
family’s claim to the 
throne.

Director of the 
Italian Institute of 
Culture, Stefano De 
Angelis, told Flourish: 
“The exhibition com-
bines scientific rig-
our and digital inno-
vation through a 3D 
physical model, and 
dynamic multimedia 
content, alongside an 
immersive Mixed Re-
ality experience that 
virtually restores the space 
to its 18th-century splen-
dour.”

ArChbishop Nolan 
has praised catho-

lic educators for their 
‘steadfast commitment’ 
in passing on the faith 
to pupils.

Speaking in St An-
drew’s Cathedral at the 
Annual Mass for Teach-
ers and Support Staff he 
reminded them ‘never 
to lose their passion for 
teaching’.
The Archbishop went 

on: “Education, educa-
tion education – we are 
all familiar with that 
mantra but for all of you 
here tonight who are in-
volved in education it is 
not a mantra, it is a pas-
sion and that is some-
thing you must never 
lose. 

“Think of 
all the great 
things that 
you do in 

the name of education – 
spiritually, morally and 
socially. And of course 
that brings challenges 
which I know you all face 
every day with courage 
and commitment. For 
that I thank you.”
The Mass also saw the 

commissioning of five 
newly appointed prima-
ry school heads.

At the end of the com-
missioning ceremony 
Archbishop Nolan pre-
sented each of the new 
head teachers with a 
copy of Pope Francis’ 
best-selling book Happi-
ness in This Life.

A muCh loved parish 
priest got an unex-

pected surprise as he 
prepared to retire. 

Fr Charlie McElwee, 
long-time Parish priest 
of Our Lady and St 
Mark’s, Alexandria was 
presented with a parlia-
mentary motion recog-
nising the centenary of 
the parish church.

Local MP Douglas 

McAllister was behind 
the surprise. He said: 
“It was great to be at 
Our Lady and St Mark’s, 
Alexandria to join in 
their centenary celebra-
tions and present Father  
McElwee with my parlia-
mentary motion mark-
ing this special occasion. 
100 years of faithful wor-
ship at the heart of the 
local community.”

New head teachers 

are commissioned

Parliament praise 

for Alexandria 

parish centenary

Grout ✔
We refresh and/or recolour all grouted areas to leave a like new 
finish. This applies to wall or floor tiles. 

Silicone ✔
Using cutting edge tools and hi tech coatings we remove and 
replace mouldy and unsightly silicone to achieve an excellent 
finish in bathrooms, kitchens, shower rooms and tiles anywhere 
else. 

Shower screen restoration ✔
Limescale build up is dirty looking and detracts from your shower 
area. We can help. We use glass polishing compound that 
removes limescale and repolishes the shower screen. Once this 
service has been carried out we will apply our specialist coating. 

Products ✔
All of our products are of industrial strength and are designed 
to transform and, most importantly, preserve wall and floor tiles, 
grout, silicone and shower screens. Our network of Grout Gleam 
approved technicians exclusively offer these fast, hassle free, 
economic solutions for both domestic and commercial premises. 

WHAT WE DO

NOW AVAILABLE IN GLASGOW
CONTACT DOMINIC – DETAILS BELOW

Please contact our approved technician
dominic@groutgleam.co.uk
Mobile: 0745 741 6375
! Grout Gleam Glasgow South

SMALL ROOFING WORK
GUTTER WORK AND 
DOWNPIPES 
GENERAL BUILDING
HOUSE PAINTING 
(EXTERIOR)
FENCE PAINTING & REPAIR

SLABBING
BRICKWORK
ROUGHCASTING
GENERAL GARDENING  
& CLEANING

Tel: 07546 110339
Email: handypandyservices@gmail.com  

HMS
HANDY MAN SERVICES

The newly commissioned head teachers, left to right, are 

Colette Wright, St Mungo’s, Townhead, Coleen Straub, St Lucy’s 

Cumbernauld, Danielle Reid, St Mary’s Maryhill, Aileen Monaghan, 

St Paul’s Whiteinch, Martyn Glancy, St Nicholas, Bearsden.

Picture by Paul McSherry

by brian 
swanson

The immersive exhibition “The Church of St Andrew of  ■
the Scots alle Quattro Fontane – An immersive experience 
inside a hidden gem of Scotland in Rome” runs from 9 
October to 18 December at the Italian Institute of Culture 
in Edinburgh (20-22 East London St, Edinburgh EH7 4BQ). 
Entrance is free, booking required. Book visit at rsvp.
iicedimburgo@esteri.it

by ronnie 
convery

Photos of faith
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the year of st francis has 
been marked by a new 

long-distance pilgrimage 
route in italy which may 
eventually rival the cami-
no to santiago in spain.
The new walking route 

unites Italy’s scattered 
Franciscan trails into a sin-
gle camino stretching more 
than 1,500 kilometres.
The Cammino di Francesco 

– Cammino della Luce (The 

Way of Fran-
cis – The Way 
of Light), is a 
joint project 
between the 

Church and the Italian 
state. 

Present at the launch was 
tenor Andrea Bocelli who 
has lent his voice to the of-
ficial promotional video for 
the route.
The new network crosses 

six regions of Italy – Abruz-
zo, Emilia-Romagna, Lazio, 
Marche, Tuscany and Um-
bria – and includes exist-
ing trails including a stop at 
the sanctuary of La Verna, 
where St Francis is said to 
have received the stigmata.

Every stop and signed 
route leads to Assisi, the 
saint’s birthplace and final 
resting place.
The routes have been 

mapped and historically 
verified and are now listed 
on Italy’s official tourism 
platform, Italia.it, giving 
travellers access to maps, 
stage-by-stage itineraries 
and planning tools.

As in the Santiago Cami-
no, those making the pil-
grimage can have a card 
stamped en route and re-
ceive a certificate on arrival 
in Assisi. A special certifi-
cate for accompanying dogs 
has also been produced!
The route was launched 

just before the visit of the 
Holy Father Pope Leo XIV 
to the town last month for 
a gathering of European 
young people.

Last year the Italian gov-
ernment voted to reinstate 
4 October – the feast day of 
St Francis – as a national 
holiday in Italy to honour 
the country’s patron saint.

New ‘Way of st francis’ launched

the year of st francis 
has resulted in many 

surprises, but none 
more so than the gif t 
of a poem to the saint 
of Assisi by patti smith 
the American singer-
songwriter.
The singer, who recent-

ly met Pope Leo at the 
Vatican, is not Catholic, 
and indeed is regarded by 
many as the ‘Godmother 
of Punk’. 

But she was asked by 
the Franciscan commu-
nity at Assisi to pen a 
tribute to their patron to 
mark this special year.
The text arrived on 

November 26th last year, 
four days after her con-
cert in New York and 
three days before the 
electrifying finale of her 
tour at the Met in Phila-
delphia.  

It is carried below. 

singer patti smith’s 
franciscan tribute

by ronnie 
convery
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A new play about celtic 
founder Brother Wal-

frid will be premiered in 
Glasgow early next year 
telling his life story from 
famine in sligo to selling a 
cow to pay for his passage 
on a coal boat to Glasgow.
The play will focus on his 

years as a Marist Brother.
Written by retired teach-

er Edmund Kelly, it covers 
the six-year period during 
which he founded Celtic, 
as well as the rest of his 48-
year ministry in London, 
Kent and Dumfries.

Podcast

Edmund, a parishioner 
of St Helen’s Langside, was 
inspired to write the play 
after listening to a pod-
cast three years ago by Dr 
Michael Connolly, author 
of the best-selling “Walfrid: 
a Life of Faith, Community 
and Football” which began 
as a PhD thesis at Stirling 
university.

Lifelong Celtic fan 
Edmund said: “Writing 
had always been a big 
hobby of mine and I was 
looking for a new project 
when I happened to lis-
ten to the podcast and the 
experience stopped me in 
my tracks.

“I had never even asked 
questions about Walfrid 
beyond Celtic and before 
the interview was over, I 
knew I just had to write it 
as a stage play from a Cath-
olic witness perspective. 

“It is too important to re-
main in an academic book 
– it had to be brought to a 
wider audience.

“Walfrid’s story is, at its 
heart, one of outstanding 
Catholic witness. It is faith, 
hope, and charity in prac-
tice, and reads like a Victo-
rian Acts of the Apostles, 
with a fair amount of foot-

ball and song.”
Michael said: “Edmund 

told me he was writing the 
play and I was very happy to 
help in any way.

“When he sent me a copy 
of the finished script I was 
just blown away. It’s ab-
solutely brilliant – he has 
made a wonderful job of 
bringing Brother Walfrid’s 
story to life and I can’t wait 
to see it on stage.”

Hyndland

The play is produced by 
Arts Enigma Productions, 
and will be staged from 
March 11th to 14th 2027 at 
Cottiers Theatre, Hyndland 
Street, Glasgow.

By happy co-incidence 
the theatre is not far from 
the former Marist Broth-
ers’ House – now converted 
into luxury flats – where 
Michael carried out much 
of his early research for his 
book and where Edmund 
regularly attended prayer 
meetings in the past.

the word catholic means 
‘universal’ and no one is 

more aware of it than the 
parishioners of immacu-
late conception parish.
The Maryhill parish has 

a congregation regularly 
made up of 27 different 
nationalities and this rich 
diversity was at the heart 
of their International Mass 
last month.

After the inspiring liturgy 
there was an international 
buffet where families from 
around the world brought 
food, faith and stories to 
the table. 

Parish Priest, Fr Jim 
Lawlor said: “Scotland is 
a far richer country when 
we embrace the diversity 
of all the people who made 
this their home. For what-
ever reason they’ve ended 
up here, as new Scots they 

enrichen us – they are not 
refugees or asylum seekers, 
they are a blessing. 

“Many of us have roots in 
Ireland, many of us are here 
because of hunger, because 
of the Famine; people flee-
ing, looking for food and 
stability. 

This Parish was found-
ed for just that reason in 
1851 and we proudly want 
to continue to be the Par-
ish that acknowledges our 
roots by welcoming the new 
refugees. 

“Together we can make a 
better world when we are 

International Mass at Maryhill

Brother Walfrid – 
the irish religious 

who founded celtic – is 
to be remembered in the 
church he served back in 
the 1880s.

Parishioners at Sacred 
Heart in Bridgeton took 
advantage of the fact that 
a side chapel needed re-
decorating to provide an 
opportunity to celebrate 
the remarkable connec-
tion between the parish 
and Brother Walfrid. 
The suggestion was 

made that, following the 
works, the chapel could be 
rededicated as the ‘Broth-
er Walfrid Memorial Sa-
cred Heart Chapel’.
They posted their idea 

on Facebook and were 
so encouraged by the re-
sponse that they have de-
cided to go ahead with the 
idea.

One of the organisers 
said: “We are delighted to 
confirm that we are now 
proceeding with the re-
furbishment and redeco-
ration of our side chapel.

“Our insurance claim 
will cover part of the cost, 
but we still need to raise 
a significant amount to 
complete the project.

“The work will include 
repairing and repainting 
the side chapel and, most 
importantly, creating a fit-
ting memorial to Brother 
Walfrid, including secur-
ing a large portrait of him 
to place in the chapel.

“We believe this will be-
come a beautiful and mean-
ingful space for prayer, re-
flection and remembrance 

— celebrat-
ing the re-
m a r ka b l e 
life and 

legacy of Brother Walfrid 
and his connection with 
our parish.”
The parishioners have 

set up a donations cam-
paign to see the project 
through to completion 
and a campaign leaflet has 
been produced, which was 
distributed at Masses.

Brother Walfrid was 
born Andrew Kerins in 
County Sligo, Ireland. 
After joining the Marist 
Brothers, he was ap-
pointed in 1874 as the first 
headmaster of Sacred 
Heart School.

While serving at Sa-
cred Heart, Brother Wal-
frid saw the hardship 
faced by many families in 

Glasgow’s East End, par-
ticularly within the Irish 
Catholic immigrant com-
munity. Children were 
growing up amid poverty, 
hunger, unemployment 
and overcrowded living 
conditions.

He established the 
“Penny Dinner” scheme, 
giving children a hot and 
nourishing meal for just 
one penny. For families 
who could not afford even 
that small amount, the 
meal was provided free of 
charge.

Brother Walfrid was not 
only the first headmas-
ter of the parish school; 
his work at Sacred Heart 
helped inspire a lasting 
response to poverty, and 
his vision ultimately con-
tributed to the foundation 
of Celtic Football Club.

plans for Walfrid chapel 
at sacred Heart parish

by brian swanson

together acknowledging 
our sisters and brothers ir-
respective of nationality.” 
The Mass was supported 

by SCIAF – the Scottish 
Catholic International Aid 
Fund, as charity close to Fr 
Jim’s heart and those of his 
congregation. 

“Here we call ourselves a 
SCIAF Parish. As a commu-
nity here we are committed 
to what SCIAF does, but 
SCIAF touches the whole 
world. We are really proud 
that through our interna-
tional aid agency we can 
send our love and our fra-
ternity and solidarity to all 
the people of this planet.” 
The international buffet 

was also a hit. 
Fr Jim said: “It all became 

quite competitive. ‘Our 
burritos are better than 
your haggis pakora’ and ‘our 
chicken biryani is better 
than your empanadas!’ 

“It was lovely to see and 
really, really tasty.”

by ronnie 
convery

Artist’s impression of the new chapel

New play will bring  

Br Walfrid to the stage



8 FLOURISH  October 2026news

A voCation born in 
Africa and currently 

blossoming in scotland 
was joyfully celebrated in 
Glasgow last month at a 
thanksgiving mass for sis-
ter evelyn okonta, a sister 
of the eucharistic Heart 
of Jesus, marking 25 years 
since her first profession. 

She is one of three sisters 
from the same order based 
in St Bernardette’s Pres-
bytery, Carntyne, who left 
their Nigerian home two 
years ago and came to work 
for the Archdiocese. 

Sister Evelyn now works 
in St Francis Care Home, 
Sister Immaculata at St An-
drew’s secondary school, 
and Sister Felicia for the RE 
department of the Archdio-
cese focusing on primary 
schools.
Their hard work, commit-

ment and unswerving faith 
since their time here was 
warmly praised by Arch-
bishop Nolan during the 
well-attended Mass in St 
Thomas, Riddrie.

Reflecting on the past 25 
years Sr Evelyn told Flour-
ish: “I see a journey guided 
by God’s loving hand, one 
that has shaped who I am 
and continues to form the 

person I strive 
to become.

“Over the 
years, I have been blessed 
with opportunities to serve 
in a variety of ministries 
and today, I continue this 
journey in Glasgow.

“My time here has been a 
great blessing. I have found 
the people to be warm, wel-
coming, and kind-hearted, 

and their friendliness has 
made Glasgow a memo-
rable part of my vocation 
journey.

“This Jubilee is not simply 
a celebration of 25 years in 
religious life; it is a celebra-
tion of God’s unwavering 
faithfulness. After 25 years, 
my heart can only say: ‘Thus 
far, the Lord has been faith-
ful to me.’”
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there are some en-
counters in a priest’s 

life which, at the time, 
seem almost too slight 
to deserve the name of 
an event. sometimes, 
however, providence has 
other ideas. 

Shortly after my ordina-
tion to the priesthood, on 
the Solemnity of Saints Peter 
and Paul in 1969, my mother 
and I went to Dublin. 

We attended a Holy Hour 
at the Carmelite Church, 
conducted by Bishop Ful-
ton Sheen. The bishop re-
minded his listeners that 
the priest must have an 
interior strength if he is 
to meet the pressures and 
difficulties of the world 
without being mastered by 
them. 
There is, after all, little 

point in a man attempting 
to put the world to rights 
if he has not first allowed 
Christ to put something of 
himself to rights. 

At the end of the devo-
tion, Bishop Sheen proc-
essed down the aisle. As 
he passed me, he stopped. 
“Are you a student?” he 
asked. “No, Your Excellen-
cy,” I replied. “I have just 
been ordained a priest.” 
We spoke for a few mo-
ments. That was all…

Or, at least, that was all 
that I knew was happen-
ing. I had no reason to 
suppose that a brief con-
versation with a bishop 
was going to become one 
of the small landmarks of 
my priesthood. Yet it did. 

Bishop Sheen told his 
secretary to take down my 
address. A fortnight or so 
later, a parcel arrived from 
the United States. Inside 
were two books by Bishop 
Sheen: Life of Christ and 
Those Mysterious Priests. But 
there was something more. 
Each bore a handwritten 
inscription from the bish-
op himself. In Life of Christ 
he had written: “To Father 
Thomas J. Monaghan in 
gratitude for your prayers. 
Fraternally in Christ.  
+ Fulton J. Sheen.” 

And in Those Mysteri-
ous Priests: “To My Brother 
Priest Father Thomas J. 
Monaghan A tribute of 
esteem and gratitude. Fra-
ternally in Christ, + Fulton 
J. Sheen.”

I have kept the books 
ever since, and they have 
remained, in their mod-

est way, a treasured pos-
session. Recently I showed 
them to a friend. He 
looked at the books. Then 
he looked at me. And he 
pointed out that I had 
made a serious mistake. 
I had allowed them to be 
read. Had I preserved 
them in pristine condition, 
he suggested, they might 
now be worth a consider-
able sum. 

But it occurred to me 
that Blessed Fulton Sheen 
might not be especially 
pleased if the books he had 
sent to a newly ordained 
priest had spent the inter-
vening years sitting safely 
upon a shelf, protected 
from the untidy attentions 
of human beings. 

Books

The books have been 
read. Not merely by me, 
but by other people as 
well. Their pages have been 
turned, their spines bear 
creases and they have the 
unmistakable signs of hav-
ing fulfilled the purpose 
for which books were in-
vented. 

And surely Bishop Sheen 
would have preferred that. 
A book about Christ is a 
rather curious object if 
nobody reads it. A book 
about the priesthood is 
hardly improved by being 
kept beyond the reach of 
priests. 

A priest is not ordained 
to become a perfectly pre-
served specimen. He is sent 
out into the untidiness of 
human life: into hospitals 

and schools, houses and 
churches, into the happy 
occasions and the miser-
able ones. The priest, like 
the Gospel he preaches, is 
intended to be used. 

And perhaps this is why 
I have never been greatly 
troubled by the condition 
of those two books. Their 
little imperfections are not 
signs that they have been 
neglected. They are signs 
that they have been loved. 

I sometimes wonder 
what Bishop Sheen would 
say if he could see those 
books now. I suspect he 
might smile at the sug-
gestion that I should have 
kept them in a glass case. 
He was, after all, a preach-
er. And preachers do not 
spend their lives putting 
words into glass cases. 
They give them away. 

So, I shall continue 
to treasure those two 
books—not because they 
might someday be worth 
something in the market-
place, but because they 
remind me of something 
that is worth considerably 
more. They remind me of 
a few minutes in a Dub-
lin church in 1969; of the 
kindness of a great bishop 
to a young priest he had 
never met before; and of 
the simple truth that the 
priest who wishes to bring 
Christ into the world must 
first learn to remain close 
to Him. 

A book is not meant to 
be kept in a glass case. Es-
pecially if it’s a book about 
Christ.

When a saint gives you  
a book you don’t hide it  
in a glass case…

Mgr Tom 

Monaghan

Picture by Paul McSherry

sr evelyn’s 25 years of service

by brian 
swanson
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Final year pupils from 
catholic secondary 

schools in the archdiocese 
began their caritas journey 
with an inspiring message 
of encouragement from 
Archbishop … using a mo-
bile phone.

Addressing this year’s 
cohort of 700 pupils at a 
Caritas commissioning 
service in St Mary’s Calton, 
he held his own mobile aloft 
and said: ”We all know how 
much we depend on phone 
like these but when they run 
out of charge, you’d be as 
well with a brick (which he 
then held aloft) until you re-
charge them.

“So it must be with your 
spirituality – you must 

keep it charged at all times, 
throughout your Caritas 
journey and as you con-
tinue to encounter Jesus on 
your journey through life as 
well.”

After he offered prayers 
for them they stood to make 
their commissioning prom-
ise with the response of “With 
God as my help, I will.”

A pupil representative 
from each Secondary school 
across the Archdiocese, 
along with a member of staff 
brought their badges to the 
sanctuary where they were 
blessed by the Archbishop.
The 2027 Caritas Awards 

ceremony will take place at 
the Clyde Auditorium on 
Tuesday June 1st.

the acclaimed Glasgow 
phoenix choir is to hold 

its first ever concert in 
the magnificently refur-
bished st peter’s church, in 
partick, later this month, in 
aid of the restoration of the 
original church organ.
The concert organis-

ers promise a rich variety 
of choral excellence from 
a choir whose voices have 
been heard everywhere from 
the BBC Proms, Celtic Con-
nections, as well as touring 
throughout Europe, Canada 
and America.

Since it was founded 
76 years ago the choir has 
raised over £1.75 million 
for charity and the eagerly 
awaited event at St Peter’s is 

expected to give 
a significant 
boost to help 
meet the cost 

of what will be the organ’s 
second restoration since its 
installation in 1916.
The recently completed 

two-year refurbishment is 
credited with not just re-
storing the great red sand-
stone church in Hyndland 
Street to its former glory but 
exceeding it.
The concert takes place at 

2:30 on Saturday 24th Octo-
ber, with tickets costing £10 
and no charge for under 12s.

Tickets are available from 
St Peter’s or WeGotTickets 
via the choir’s website at  
www.phoenixchoir.org 

caritas journey begins 
at st mary’s

phoenix choir to make 
st peter’s debut

news

A few friends of Collemacchia 
are getting together to repair and 
bring back to life the little church 
in the borgo of Collemacchia. At 
present, it is locked up, not being 
used, looking neglected and has a 
leak from the roof due to a broken 
roof tile.

It is intended to: repair the 
roof leak, renew the windows (just 
3 of) and front door, paint outside 
and inside, rewire, clean and 
polish the bell. When all done, it is 
intended to have the church open during the day and have 
Mass said for the feast day and special intentions. With the 

parish priest’s blessing, used for 
other community events.

If you’d like to help, there is 
a Just Giving link https://www.
justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
kevin-feeney-4 or the QR code to 
make a donation. If you’d like to 
know more, please contact me: 
Kevin Feeney  (kevin.feeney137@
icloud.com)

La Chiesa Di Collemacchia
Filignano, Isernia, Italy

SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER FROM 10.30AM

PUPILS 3-18YRSHILL STREET,  
GLASGOW, G3 6RJ

OPEN EVENT

AN EDUCATION 
BEYOND MEASURE
WHAT BEGINS HERE SHAPES LIVES FOREVER

staloysius.org

THEIR RESULTS TELL YOU WHAT THEY ACHIEVE.

MEET THEM AND YOU’LL 
UNDERSTAND THE REST

by brian 
swanson

St Ninian’s Kirkintilloch Caritas pupils
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Young seminarians 
from the Scots College 

in Rome created their own 
lifetime memories when 
they acted as servers at the 
Mass of John Ogilvie’s can-
onisation.

Some went on to serve as 
priests in the Archdiocese of 
Glasgow or in other dioceses, 
while others took different 
paths in life, but in St Peter’s 
Basilica, on the morning 
of Sunday October 17, 1976, 
they stood a heartbeat away 
from the future Saint Pope 
Paul VI as they acted as altar 
servers.
They included Father Al-

fie McKenzie, who held the 
Pope’s mitre that day, and 
now works in the estates de-
partment of the Archdiocese 
combined with his other re-
sponsibilities which include 
editing both the Western Cal-

endar and the Catholic Direc-
tory for Scotland.

Canon Peter Gallacher, 73, 
who retired last year as par-
ish priest from Christ the 
King, King’s Park, after 26 
years said: “One of the most 
abiding memories for me 
was when we gathered near 

Michelangelo’s Pietà in St 
Peter’s Basilica waiting for 
the Pope to lead us out.

“Then he appeared and for 
me, a 23-year-old from Dum-
barton, in my second year, to 
be so close to the Holy Father 
was just wonderful.

“It’s different for students 
now who are seen regularly 
with the Pope but in our day 
it was different. So being 
there with the Holy Father 
on such an occasion left a 
lasting impression.”

Drama

The Pope’s Missal was 
held by Paul Laverty, who 
went on become a TV script 
writer and close collabora-
tor of veteran film director 
Ken Loach, whose award-
winning films expose social 
injustice through drama.

Fr Michael MacDonald, 
Parish Priest of St Michael’s 
Ardkenneth, South Uist was 

also a server at the Papal al-
tar and reflected on the day 
itself and the legacy of the 
canonisation. 

“On the day itself, the only 
things that I remember viv-
idly are meeting the Pope and 
receiving Holy Communion 
from him. I have always had 
a deep devotion to Saint Paul 
VI, and this was an emotion-
ally and devotionally over-
whelming moment.

“There was a pilgrimage 
from the Islands, which 
came for the Canonisation, 
and as a student, I spent a 
great deal of time with them, 
as a guide, and I made many 
friendships which have last-
ed a lifetime. 

“Each year on holiday I 
visit close friends of mine in 
the northeast of Scotland. I 
love to celebrate Mass with 
the small Sunday congrega-
tion at St Thomas’s, Keith, 
which, you could say, is the 

northern shrine to Saint John 
Ogilvie. The people gathered 
for Mass are a multi-cultural 
group: Indians, Filipinos, lo-
cal people. Small numbers – 
yes, but the liturgy is vibrant, 
and everyone is involved.

“What I see and what I take 
part in convinces me that 
Saint John Ogilvie’s martyr-
dom for religious freedom 
– his prayers for our coun-
try – are in the Providence 
of God and are leading to the 
formation of new groups of 
the People of God; groups 
with their lives centred on 
the Eucharist and the gifts 
which it brings, that very 
Eucharist which Saint John 
Ogilvie died for.”

Pope Paul’s words on the 
day of the canonisation are 
worth recalling. He spoke 
haltingly in English at the 
beginning and reverted to 
Italian for the main section 
of his long homily.

He said: “We have great joy 
in being able to announce to 
all of God’s pilgrim Church 
on earth the glorious name 
of a new Saint, that of John 
Ogilvie, who died a martyr 
in Glasgow, on 10 March 
1615, and who has already 
been accorded the honour of 
beatification by our vener-
able predecessor Pope Pius 
XI, on 22 December 1929…”

Heroic

He returned to English for 
his final words:

“We are happy to recognise 
in this sympathetic and he-
roic figure of a man, a saint 
and a martyr, the symbol of 
your own religious, strong 
and generous land. 

“And in Saint John Ogil-
vie we willingly greet a 
glorious champion of your 
people, an ideal exem-
plar of your past history, 
a magnificent inspiration 

for your happy future. We 
honour in Saint John Ogilvie 
an outstanding member of 
that Society of Jesus which 
has given so many other val-
iant soldiers like him to the 
cause of Christ and of civili-
sation. 

“In him we jubilantly greet 
a beloved son of the Catho-
lic Church, a typical citizen 
of the world who is called to 
discover the light for its har-
mony, progress and peace in 
the faith of Christ.

“Honour to you, repre-
sentatives of a Scotland that 
has given to humanity such a 
great hero of freedom and of 
faith.”

The striking image of St John 
Ogilvie (lef t) which was painted 

for the renovation of St Andrew’s 
Cathedral by top artist, Peter How-
son, has won wide acclaim and is in-
stantly recognised as capturing the 
saint at the point of martyrdom.

Now a new portrait of St John Ogil-
vie is to be unveiled to mark the can-
onisation anniversary. 

Painted by Gerard M Burns, widely 
regarded as one of Scotland’s fore-
most artists, it will be seen in public 
for the first time later this month 
when it will be unveiled at a civic re-
ception in Glasgow City Chambers 

honouring Scotland’s 
only post-reformation 
saint.
The new image will be 

permanently displayed in Saint Aloy-
sius College where Gerard was prin-
cipal teacher of art for 12 years.
The new painting, paid for by an 

anonymous donor, will show a young 
Fr Ogilvie in the early stages of his 
priestly ministry – quite different 
from the traditional images of the 
saint at the gallows.

Gerard said: “I approached this 
painting in the context of someone 
coming to it for the first time and 

imagining that person maybe not 
knowing the back story. 

“We wanted to create something 
that would be lasting to celebrate the 
anniversary, but we cannot know at 
this stage how this painting will be 
received.

“But when people bring themselves 
to artworks they bring their own con-
text, so it very likely that people will 
see things in this painting that we 
have not seen.”
The painting will be displayed with 

a written explanation and a QR code 
alongside telling the story of the 
saint’s life and martyrdom.

New portrait of saint will be unveiled

by brian swanson

10 11featurefeature

The 50th anniversary of the can-
onisation of Scotland’s only post-

reformation martyr is an occasion 
for celebration … and nowhere more 
so than in Glasgow where the saint 
was executed.

A rich programme of events 
is planned to mark the occa-
sion, bringing together the 
City Council, the Archdio-
cese and the Jesuit Order.

Among the events 
planned:

life to be delivered by leading 
Jesuit scholar from America, 
Fr Thomas Flowers SJ

-
giving in St Aloysius Church, 
Garnethill, at which Arch-
bishop Nolan will be the main 
celebrant.

City Chambers with special 
guests from around the world.

Meanwhile the anniver-
sary is to have a permanent 

legacy with a new online resource 
being finalised to offer scholars and 
the merely curious a state-of-the-art 
insight into the life and times of the 
young Jesuit martyr.
The new website is at https://ogilvie.

staloysiusglasgow.org/ 
An enthusiastic and hardworking 

organising committee based at St 
Aloysius, the only Jesuit Church in 
the archdiocese, is working hard on 
the new online resource so that future 
generations can delve deeply into the 
world of St John Ogilvie whose na-
tional shrine was established in the 
church in 1933, four years after he was 
beatified.

Researchers have uncovered a large 
quantity of archive material, much 
of which has never been seen before, 
from Jesuit sources, the Archdiocese 
of Glasgow and Aberdeen Diocese. 
The archive will also include pho-

tographs, and reports by Catholic 
newspapers – including Flourish – of 
the Canonisation Mass in Rome on 
October 17, 1976.

Anniversary timetable

Celebrations mark golden jubilee 
of the canonisation of John Ogilvie

1976

Pope Paul VI at canonisation 

by brian 
swanson

The first ever edition of Flourish reported the Church’s recognition of 
the miracle attributed to the then Blessed John Ogilvie

National Shrine at St Aloysius’
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st Vincent De paul once 
said: “love is inventive 

to infinity.” the love, care 
and support provided by 
the Vincentian fathers in 
Albania is proof of that.

Despite the fall of Com-
munism in 1991, the scars 
of living under a brutal re-
gime are still visible today 
and the Vincentian Fathers 
there have to deal with his-
torical trauma, violence, 
drug addiction, poverty and 
homelessness.

Yet, Fr Agustin Margjo-
ni—Superior of the Vin-
centians in the country and 
National Director of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies 
in Albania—remains unde-
terred as he talks about a 
new men’s refuge the Vin-
centians run and which 
Missio Scotland is support-
ing.

“Over the past few years, 
we have welcomed several 
men into our house,” Fr Au-
gustin explained. 

“Some have found hous-
ing and started a new life; 
some have reconciled with 
their families and sadly 
one or two have returned to 
prison because they made 

bad choices.”
It was in a 

prison that fel-
low Vincentian, 

Fr Luigi Cannato, encoun-
tered Maximillian Fushë, a 
bright, intelligent, young 
man of 26, who had fallen 
on hard times. 

Before he was born, 
Max’s grandmother had 
been murdered by his 
grandfather. Max’s mother 
witnessed this. Her trauma 
didn’t end in childhood 
though. 

Abandoned

She met Max’s father, and 
they started their own fam-
ily but Max’s father’s fam-
ily were never happy with 
the arrangement, claiming 
their son could have chosen 
a wife with higher social 
status. 
They did their best to 

break Max’s family up and 
eventually succeeded when 
his father abandoned them.

Max, his brother and his 
mother were practically 
homeless seeking shelter 
variously in an orphanage, a 
squat, abandoned train car-
riages and in parks where 

his mother would put card-
board down on the ground 
in winter as basic protec-
tion from the snow. 

Max left school early to try 
and be the head of the fam-
ily, but the burden took its 
toll. After issues with drugs 
and a violent altercation 
with his brother, follow-
ing their mother’s death, 
he found himself in prison. 
This is where Fr Luigi and 
the Vincentians came in.

“I met Fr Luigi for the 
first time in prison,” Max 
recalled. “He was so kind 
to me and he said: ‘you can 
come and stay with us.’ He 

trusted in me. He saw more 
in me than I did in myself. 
He helped me get better. 

“Now I am free of drugs 
and I am working on having 
a better relationship with 
myself and with God.”

Max sees a better future 
for himself, in which he 
has a family, gives back to 
others and makes his late 
mother proud. The love Max 
still feels for his mother is 
also ‘inventive to infinity’.

“My mum was basically 
my idol,” Max said. “My 
childhood was about trying 
to make her proud. She was 
my understanding of love, 

sacrifice and everything. 
“If I could have had one 

gift as a child, it would have 
been to see her happy and 
not crying anymore.

“When I was eight, I came 
home from school and over-
heard her in the kitchen ask-
ing my brother how they 
would feed me. So, I took 
my bike, sold it for €10 and 
bought food with it. I told my 
mother I had crashed my bike 
and someone who saw me 
crying had given me the mon-
ey to compensate me. I never 
told her the truth, because I 
didn’t want her to feel bad.

Determined

“You can’t change your 
childhood, regardless of 
how bad it was, but I am 
very positive for the future 
and I’m still determined to 
make her proud.”

Max and several others 
will be housed at the new 
men’s refuge, which boasts 
space for the men to live and 
work. It will also be staffed 
by healthcare professionals 
who can deal with mental 
health issues. 

Missio Scotland is proud 
to be supporting this project 

that will assist the men who 
pass through its doors. Fr 
Agustin, meanwhile, was 
fulsome in his praise of Mis-
sio Scotland for providing 
much-needed assistance.

 “It feels like the hand of 
God reaching out to us,” Fr 
Agustin enthused. “At ex-
actly the moment when we 
need to begin this work, 
help has arrived. 

“Knowing that people in 
Scotland are thinking about 
us and standing beside us as 
we try to serve the poorest 
people gives us enormous 
encouragement. 

“The Church is one fam-
ily. That is exactly what this 
partnership shows. Those 
who have a little more are 
helping those who have a 
little less. That is how the 
Church should be. 

“For Scotland to work 
closely with us in helping 
the poor here in Albania 
means a great deal.  We are 
sincerely grateful and I will 
pray for all of you. God bless 
you.”

To read about Missio 
Scotland’s work in Albania 
visit: www.missioscotland.
com/blog

focus

Mission Sunday means love in action
by gerard 
gough 

Max and Fr Luigi
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As autumn arrives and 
the pace of life begins 

to shif t, it is time to take 
stock of our health and 
wellbeing. 
The coming months of-

fer a valuable opportunity 
to attend to oral health 
concerns that may have 
been put off. Healthy teeth 
and gums support how we 
eat, speak and feel each 
day, while helping to pro-
tect us from wider condi-
tions linked to inflamma-
tion and infection.

Good oral care does not 
require dramatic change. 
Brushing twice daily, 
cleaning between the 
teeth and attending regu-
lar dental check-ups cre-
ate a simple routine that 
can make a meaningful 
difference to long-term 

health.
Winter can also be an 

ideal time to seek advice 
about persistent discom-
fort, bleeding gums, dam-
aged teeth or changes 
to your smile, allowing 
concerns to be assessed 
before they become more 
complex.

Caring for our smiles is 
ultimately an investment 
in comfort, confidence 
and overall wellbeing. By 
using the quieter winter 
months to address issues 
and strengthen everyday 
habits, we can begin the 
new year with a healthier 
foundation.

health feature

Treat your feet…they deserve it!   

•
•
•
•

treating hearing loss 
early can make a real 

dif ference to day-to-day 
life and long-term brain 
health. 

When hearing is re-
duced, the brain receives 
less sound detail, so it has 
to work harder to “fill in 
the gaps”. 
This can often lead to lis-

tening fatigue, stress, and 
poorer concentration on 
everyday tasks. 

Early support – whether 
that involves wax removal, 
medical referral, com-
munication strategies, or 
looking at the option of 
hearing aids – helps keep 
speech clear and reduces 
the effort needed to follow 
conversations. 

It can be especially dif-
ficult to follow dialogue 
when there is a significant  
background noise, as many 
of us will know. 

Early intervention can 
also help protect relation-
ships by reducing mis-
understandings and the 
tendency to social with-
drawal, which are common 

responses when people 
start avoiding groups or 
noisy places, because they 
struggle to follow group 
conversations. 
The sooner hearing is 

addressed, the easier it is 
to adapt to amplification, 
maintain confidence, and 
stay connected at work, 
home, and socially. 

If you’ve noticed any 
changes, contact us at  
Audiology House to book a 
full diagnostic hearing as-
sessment.

ADVERTISING FEATUREADVERTISING FEATURE

Good hearing 
changes lives

The quiet power 
of oral health

Remember to mention Flourish when 

responding to advertisements
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Scottish Charity SC029832
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pope leo XiV’s four-
day visit to france last 

month saw scenes that few 
could have anticipated. 

From Paris to Lourdes 
and finally Metz, the Pope 
encountered extraordinary 
crowds – prompting even 
the secular French press to 
marvel at the strength of 
the response.

Hi visit started in Paris, 
where an estimated 800,000 
people filled the Champs-
Élysées and Place de la Con-
corde for an open-air Mass. 
The crowd stretched along 
the two-kilometre route, 
with people cheering, wav-
ing Vatican flags and bring-
ing children forward to re-
ceive the Pope’s blessing.

Le Monde described the 
vast gathering as “a demon-
stration of the Pope’s abil-
ity to draw huge crowds” 
while other reports noted 
that many present were not 
practising Catholics – or 
were not Catholic at all. 
The Pope then travelled 

south to Lourdes, where he 
prayed at the Grotto of the 
Apparitions and celebrated 

Mass at the 
sanctuary. The 
Marian shrine, 

visited by millions of pil-
grims every year, provided a 
profoundly different setting 
from the grandeur of Paris: 
a place of prayer, healing 
and quiet devotion. 
There, Pope Leo XIV 

launched an appeal that he 
said was “particularly close 
to my heart, here in this 
place.”

Rosary

Just as the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary appeared to St 
Bernadette in the Grotto 
of Lourdes with a Rosary 
and guided her in prayer, 
the Pope said he hoped all 
Christians will pray the Ro-
sary especially during the 
month of October.

He called for them to pray 
the Rosary “with the par-
ticular intention that wars 
may cease and that peace 
may be established among 
peoples in conflict.”

“Let us accompany this 
prayer with concrete acts of 
penance and mercy, com-

mitting ourselves always to 
fostering dialogue and rec-
onciliation,” he said.

His final destination was 
Metz where Pope Leo placed 
his message within the wid-
er story of Europe. 

In a city associated with 
Robert Schuman, one of 
the founding fathers of Eu-
ropean integration, and a 
candidate for canonisation, 
he called for peace, dialogue 
and unity. Some 35,000 
people gathered for his fi-
nal events, while an inter-
religious meeting brought 
together representatives of 
different faith traditions. 

As the Pope departed 
France, the remarkable 
crowds left one unmistak-
able impression. In a nation 
often portrayed as increas-
ingly secular, hundreds of 
thousands had come simply 
to see and hear the succes-
sor of St Peter.

For the Church in France, 
it was a moment of encour-
agement – and perhaps a 
reminder that, beneath the 
statistics, the thirst for faith 
remains very much alive.

Extraordinary success of 

Pope Leo’s visit to France
by ronnie 
convery



in telling his faith story, 
c.s. lewis shares that at 

the moment of his conver-
sion, he was “the most 
reluctant convert in the 
history of christianity”.
That phrase spoke to me 

recently when I celebrated 
the 60th anniversary of 
making my first vows as a 
Missionary Oblate of Mary 
Immaculate. I was 18 then, 
far too young by today’s as-
sessment to be making that 
kind of commitment.

But I wasn’t too young. In-
tuitively, I knew what I was 
signing up for. I wasn’t star-
ry-eyed and unaware that 
taking religious vows is a se-
rious business. The decision 
I made to enter religious life 
with the hope of becoming a 
priest was the most difficult 
decision I have ever made in 
life and wasn’t predicated on 
a natural attraction to that 
vocation. 
The opposite. That was 

something I didn’t want, 
but something I felt called 
to and not morally free to 
resist. I was a reluctant 
novice, but there because of 
God’s compulsion. 

Until one month before I 
entered novitiate, I resisted 
the call, planning instead to 

go to university to become 
a psychologist. I made the 
decision to pursue religious 
life and the priesthood dur-
ing the summer immedi-
ately after my high school 
graduation. 

During that summer I 
worked on a farm and spent 
long hours alone on a trac-
tor working in fields. Dur-
ing those long hours alone, a 
tension that I had long sup-
pressed began to build up 
in me, namely, one between 
my natural desire regarding 
my choice in life and a call, a 
compulsion, inside me that 
simply would not go away, 
calling me to the priest-
hood. Eventually I gave in. I 
said yes to that call.

So, at the tender age of 
17, I made the most difficult 
(but paradoxically, the clear-
est, freest, and most life-
giving) decision I have ever 

made. And as I look back on 
it now, 61 years later, I see it 
as pure grace. 
There have been some dif-

ficult times, but there have 
been no regrets. From day 
one, I knew that this was 
right for me. 
The renowned novelist 

Morris West published his 
autobiography sometime 
after his 70th birthday. It’s 
a slim little volume entitled 
A View From the Ridge and 
begins with these words: 
When you reach the age 
of 70 there should only be 
three phrases left in your 
vocabulary: Thank you! 
Thank you! Thank you!

 I’m over 70 now and were 
I to write an autobiography, 
like Morris West, I would 
begin with the words: Thank 
you! Thank you! Thank you!

I remember clearly that 
day of my vows. My moth-
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the story of my priestly vocation
Scribblings of 

the spirit
Fr Ronald Rolheiser offers 

practical insights each month 

into improving our spiritual 

lives

We’re gearing up for 
a new arrival this 

month. the cutest wee two 
year old and her glorious 
wildwoman sister, who is 
nearly 4, are preparing to 
welcome a new sibling. 
Their parents are in the 

minority in choosing not 
to find out the sex of the 
baby so we’re taking bets on 
what the stork will bring. 
With 5 grandsons and 5 
granddaughters already, 
this baby will tip the scales.

Zagazoo, the character in 
Quentin Blake’s children’s 
book, has made so much 
of an impact on the girls 
they’re determined that’s 
what baby will be named. 
Fortunately it’s been met 
with a parental veto.

Boy or girl, whatever they 
are called, one thing is for 
sure, they will have a full 
social calendar. 

Today’s children have 
more active social lives 
than their parents. Once 
mum and dad have co-ordi-
nated the logistics and fer-
ried them here, there, and 
everywhere, they are too 
exhausted to think about 
much else than a night on 
the couch.
There’s Toddlers Group 

where on a dreich day it’s 
dog-eat-dog for a spot 
before the numbers hit 
their ceiling and the doors 
close. You’ve got Bounce 
and Rhyme for babies and 
swimming lessons for when 
they are old enough. 
The girls’ Monday trip 

is to the Catholic Moth-
ers Pray and Play which 
currently meets in St Vin-
cent’s, Thornliebank, and 
I hear it’s a morning well 
spent.

Before any of this, they 

are welcomed into the faith 
and the life of the parish. 
More and more I see how 
parish life is a microcosm 
of life itself. It holds the 
breadth of human experi-
ence from new life to death 
and everything else in be-
tween. 

From babes in arms, 
through the terrible twos, 
to the truculent teenagers, 
many of whom fall away 
from attending Mass. Later 
on it’s weddings and bap-
tisms and the circle begins 
again as parents carry their 

newborns in to Mass to the 
delight of fellow parishion-
ers. 

When the time comes the 
dying are accompanied and 
the bereaved consoled. 

Recently at a weekday 
Mass we shared the joy of 
a couple attending who 
were celebrating their 60th 
wedding anniversary at the 
altar where they had made 
their vows. 

As happy as that occasion 
was we were reeling from 
the sudden death of Dea-
con Jim Kernaghan. He was 

an ever-present fixture at 
St Peter’s and, prior to the 
fire, at St Simon’s. Like the 
long married couple he had 
a deep sense of belonging 
to the parish. 

His coffin lay in the front 
of the altar at which he had 
assisted for so long. In a 
poignant mark of the circle 
of life his remains rested 
close to the baptismal font 
he had been carried to by 
his parents as a newborn. 
And it was from there he 
was carried to his final rest-
ing place. 
The parish is its own lit-

tle reflection of the wider 
world, but it is anchored by 
a hope and a faith that that 
is all too absent from the 
world in general. 

Side by side we sit in this 
sacred space woven to-
gether. We ask after the fa-
miliar faces we haven’t seen 
for a while. Those absent 
through illness, because 
their time has come or sim-
ply because they’ve moved 
away are written into the 
fabric of the parish. 

From the first arrival to 
the final farewell the parish 
is there to remind us we be-
long to each other.

Seasons of life marked in the parish community
Mary’s musings
Flourish columnist  

Mary McGinty’s monthly  

musings on faith and family

er and father were there, 
proud of me. I have a cher-
ished photo of them with 
me, made even more pre-
cious because both of them, 
still young, died within the 
next six years. As well, I 
have 60 years of cherished 
friendship with some of my 
fellow novices – a couple of 
them who were even young-
er than me.

And so, in celebrating this 
anniversary, I want to say 
thank you.

Anniversary

First, to the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate for ac-
cepting me and providing 
me with support, good com-
munity, friendship, excep-
tional educational opportu-
nities, and with grace-filled, 
life-giving ministries. 

In these years, I estimate 
that I have lived in commu-
nity with over 400 different 
men. That wasn’t always 
without its tensions, but 
it was always supportive 
and life-giving – and full of 
the kind of healthy banter 
that breathes oxygen into a 
room.

As well, a huge thanks to 
my family, a large amor-
phous tribe, now spanning 

three generations. We have 
managed to stay close, de-
spite distance, and I have 
always felt their unfailing 
support. They are still an 
anchor, a home, which helps 
steady me when things get 
confusing.

Next, a huge thank you 
to the untold number of 
people, friends and oth-
ers, whom I have met in 
ministry. I was ordained 
sacramentally by a bishop 
but have been continually 
re-ordained by the people in 
my life. They’ve shown me 
what priesthood means. The 
highlights in my priesthood 
have been hearing the word 
“thank you” from people 
with whom I have had the 
privilege of being with.

Finally, the biggest thank 
you of all to God. Thank you 
for calling me. Thank you 
for the compulsion and the 
persistence in that call, for 
knowing what was best for 
me. Thank you for sustain-
ing me during some diffi-
cult, obsessive, and depres-
sive periods in my ministry. 
Thank you for staying with 
me all these years.

Indeed, God’s compulsion 
is our liberation – and pure 
grace.

16 | oasis
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JaCopo tintoretto’s 
‘christ at the sea of Gali-

lee’ captures the drama of 
faith. created during the 
italian renaissance, he 
transforms a biblical story 
into a vivid scene of danger, 
uncertainty and of hope. 

At its centre is Jesus 
Christ, raising his hand to-
wards his apostles as they 
struggle to control their 
boat amid turbulent wa-
ters. 

Tintoretto places the 
viewer directly in the mid-
dle of the storm. The boat 
appears vulnerable against 
the enormous waves, while 
the apostles strain to keep it 
under control. 
Their physical struggle 

reflects a deeper emotional 
and spiritual crisis. The 
figure of Christ provides 
a striking contrast. While 
the apostles are caught in 
the chaos of the sea, Christ 
raises his hand with an 
authoritative gesture. His 
presence introduces a sense 
of calm and reassurance 
into the scene. 
The gesture can be under-

stood as a reminder of di-
vine power and protection: 
even when circumstances 

appear overwhelming, 
faith offers the possibil-
ity of hope. The boat and 
its occupants seem to be 
pushed and pulled by the 
movement of the water, 
creating a strong sense of 
instability. 
The storm can represent 

the trials and uncertainties 
that people encounter in 
life. The apostles’ fear and 
struggle may resonate with 
us. We may not face the 
same physical danger, but 
we all experience moments 
when life feels unpredict-
able or beyond our control. 
The combination of physi-
cal and spiritual tension 
gives the painting its last-
ing impact. 
The artist invites us to 

consider what faith means 
when we are surrounded by 
uncertainty. 
The apostles represent 

human vulnerability, while 
Christ represents the pos-
sibility of reassurance amid 
the storm. The dramatic im-
agery speaks to anyone who 
has experienced fear, strug-
gle or uncertainty—and to 

the enduring human desire 
to find strength and hope in 
difficult times. 

More than a depiction of 
a storm at sea, the painting 
is a meditation on faith un-
der pressure. 

In that powerful contrast 
lies the painting’s enduring 
message: even in the midst 
of life’s greatest storms, 
hope can still be found.

by mgr tom monaghan

Art and prayer can calm storms of life

At 8am on the morning 
of August 13, 1964, the 

last executions took place 
in the uK. 

Peter Anthony Allen and 
Gwynne Owen Evans had 
been found guilty of mur-
dering John Alan West while 
they were carrying out a 
robbery in Cumberland.
The last woman to be 

hanged was Ruth Ellis, who 
died in Holloway Prison in 
1955. 

Four months after her 
death, a Private Members 
Bill was introduced in par-
liament to abolish the death 
penalty. By 1957, there were 
restrictions being intro-
duced under which Ruth 
Ellis would never have died 
– the new defence of “di-
minished responsibility” 
would have prevented that 
ultimate punishment.

Pardon

She was granted a post-
humous conditional pardon 
in July this year because se-
rious mitigating circum-
stances were not consid-
ered, including the fact that 
the judge directed the jury 
to ignore all references to 

her having been subjected 
to serious and prolonged 
gender violence and told 
court officials not to record 
those details. 

I hope her grandchildren 
got some form of closure.
The UK’s capital pun-

ishment laws continued 
in relation to treason and 
military crimes until 1998, 
but in 2004, the UK ratified 
Protocol 13 of the European 
Convention on Human 
Rights, totally banning the 
death penalty even in war-
time.

We can’t feel smug about 
that ratification. Some-
body’s gran, who had been 
physically and emotionally 
abused by her partner – the 
man she eventually turned 
on and murdered – died a 
hideous death just 71 years 
ago. An uncivilised punish-

ment, sometimes wrongly 
carried out, needs to be on 
our collective conscience.

Which is why I was deep-
ly moved to hear Dr Ogarit 
Younam, an expert in non-
violence, education, sec-
tarianism, human rights 
and gender-based discrim-
ination, talking with pride 
about the abolition in her 
native Lebanon of the death 
penalty on August 11, 2025.

Barbaric

This is a country invaded 
by Israel, host to thousands 
of Syrian refugees despite 
its financial crisis, with 
a past that includes civil 
war that tore communities 
apart from 1975 to 1990 – 
and yet in the midst of all of 
that, it has legislated to end 
humanity’s most barbaric 
punishment.

Ogarit, with her colleague 
Walid Al Salibi, were hugely 
instrumental in taking the 
Middle Eastern country to 
that point. 

An academic who has 
campaigned for a nonvio-
lent culture (a pillar of Pax 
Christi’s work interna-
tionally) since 1983, Oga-
rit is rightly proud of that 
achievement.

Ending the death penalty 

was not her only goal.
Her major project over 

the past four decades has 
led to establishing a Uni-
versity of Nonviolence. 

Now, she told an online 
meeting of Pax Christi In-
ternational delegates, there 
are Universities of Nonvio-
lence in several Arab coun-
tries, including Morocco 
and Algeria, and even in 
France in Bordeaux.

 Imagine Scotland found-
ing such an institution and 
offering degrees at all levels 
in nonviolence. 

How different a society 
would that make us? 

What kind of world 
could we achieve if Uni-
versities of Nonviolence 
educating the next genera-
tion in methods of achiev-
ing peace were established 
globally?

The death penalty brings shame upon humanity

Marian Pallister
The chair of Pax Christi Scotland 

focuses on the issues of the day

A R T O F T H E MO NT H

P R AY E R O F 
T H E MO NT H
Lord Jesus Christ, 
when the storms of 
life surround us and 
our hearts are filled 
with fear, help us to 
remember that You are 
always near. Strengthen 
our faith when we feel 
overwhelmed, calm our 
troubled hearts, and 
guide us safely through 
every trial.
May we trust in Your 
loving presence and 
never lose hope. Amen.
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October Gospels are a reminder 
of responsibilities of Christians

Fr Tom 

Kilbride
Parish Priest of Christ 

the King, Glasgow 

so far this year, mat-
thew’s gospel has been 

of fering us each sunday 
important elements of 
Jesus’ teaching about the 
Kingdom of Heaven, the 
blessings it brings us and 
the virtues it demands of 
us, such as justice and for-
giveness. 

Now, however, we will 
hear about different kinds 
of response, especially 
negative ones, including 
subtle hints at Jesus’s own 
impending suffering and 
death. 

As we move past the Au-
tumn Equinox and the 
nights begin to get long-
er and darker, our Sun-
day Gospels in October 
seem to mirror that: our 
Sunday liturgy seems to get 
a little darker this month 
too, as the challenges Jesus 
issues are not always well 
received.

Twenty-Eighth Sunday A
Jesus addresses the lead-

ers in a parable, to show how 
their response to the king-
dom of heaven isn’t what it 
should be. They themselves 
are the ones who, according 
to the parable story, refuse 
the invitation to the royal 
wedding feast. They re-

ject God’s invitation, God’s 
plan. 

In fact, their rejection 
even goes as far as kill-
ing the messengers sent to 
them (again Jesus hints at 
his own death). However, 
the message will still go out 
far and wide, as Jesus will 
send his disciples to “make 
disciples of all the nations”. 
The invitation to the feast 

will be heard and many will 
respond positively. Mat-
thew’s version of the par-
able has the little “epilogue” 
about the man thrown out 

for not dressing properly. 
That does seem a bit harsh! 
He did, after all, come along! 
However, Matthew is keen 
to underline that hearing 
the message isn’t enough: 
there needs to be a proper 
response too. As is stressed 
in so many of the parables, 
we have to take the Gospel 
message Kingdom serious-
ly and act on the demands it 
makes of us.

Twenty-Ninth Sunday A
If the leaders of the peo-

ple have been the object of 
Jesus’ parables over the past 
few weeks, this week they 
begin to “plot” in response, 
hoping to “entangle” him 
by what he says. Of course, 
Jesus is wise to their plot-
ting and offers a reply to 
their question about taxes 
and coins which completely 
wrong-foots them. 
The First Reading re-

minds us that God can make 
use even of pagan rulers like 
Cyrus, the pagan king of 
Persia, to advance his plans 
for his people. Perhaps God 
can work through “Caesar” 
or Cyrus; perhaps they will 
be obstacles. Either way, 
God’s will and God’s word 
is what matters, and can-
not be manipulated to our 
own ends or desires, as it 
appears the Pharisees and 
Herodians are trying to do 
here.  

It is for us to respond to 
that will and word by doing 

it, as Paul rejoices that the 
Thessalonians have in fact 
done (Second Reading).

Thirtieth Sunday A
Unlike Mark, who un-

derstands today’s ques-
tion to be an honest one, 
Matthew sees the lawyer’s 
question as an attempt to 
“test” Jesus. Curiously, it is 
the same word used for the 
temptations in the desert, 
as though the leaders are 
challenging Jesus by using 
Scripture as the devil did. 

Jesus answers the question 
easily, as the words “love the 
Lord your God with all your 
heart and soul and strength” 
would have been very famil-
iar to anyone immersed in 
the Torah. They would have 
repeated the words many 
times in prayer each day. 

However, Jesus puts an-
other text from the Torah 
beside it not only to explain 

it, as a good rabbi would, 
but because it is “like” it. 
Indeed, all the Torah and 
Prophets “depend” on both 
loving God and loving your 
neighbour. The two go to-
gether. 
The First Reading ex-

presses this in relation to 
compassion and justice 
towards the poorest: any 
prayer we make to God must 
be matched by our own will-
ingness and ability to hear 
the cries of those in need 
around us. For Matthew, 
the lawyer thinks he has 
set a test for Jesus. The real 
“test”, however, is whether 
we let our faith lead us to 
reach out in love to others.

So, as October progresses, 
the Gospel readings darken 
a little, as plots and tests are 
set to ensnare Jesus and he 
hints at his own rejection 
and death. However, he has 
already called us to be “light 
of the world” and has been 
called by Matthew the “light 
of the nations”. 

So, even as things get 
darker, Jesus remains the 
light and he invites us to 
respond positively to his 
word, so that we too can be 
a light in our world and in 
our communities. How we 
respond to his message is 
the real test.
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When, thanks to the 

vision of Archbishop 

Mario Conti, the Archdio-
cese of Glasgow restored 

the permanent diaconate 

almost 20 years ago, it may 

have surprised those close 

to him that the prayers of 

Jim Kernaghan had been 

answered.

Jim’s was a life of faith 
whose cherished ambition 
was, with God’s help, to 
serve others as a Deacon 
and that ambition was now 
in sight. 

And when Archbishop 
Conti ordained the first 
group of 12 permanent 
deacons for the Archdio-
cese at St Mary’s, Aber-
cromby Street (then serv-
ing as a pro-cathedral) on 
June 28, 2009, Jim Kerna-
ghan whose journey with 
Christ began with his bap-
tism in St Peter’s, Partick, 
was among their number. 

At his Requiem Mass in 
the church where (along 
with St Simon’s) he faith-
fully served as a Deacon 
for the past 17 years, the 
symbolism of that journey 
with Christ – his coffin ly-
ing just a few metres away 
from the font where he had 

been bap-
tised 82 years 
p r e v i o u s l y 
– could not 

have been clearer.
There was, said his Par-

ish Priest Monsignor Paul 
Murray, a beautiful sym-
metry in that moment 
which was not lost on the 
congregation.

And his Requiem Mass 
allowed Monsignor Mur-
ray the chance to share 
Deacon Jim’s unique sense 
of humour. 

He said: “Jim spoke of-
ten about his own baptism 
and the reason he did that 
is because this is not the 
original site of the font. 
The font used to be in the 
space that is now the ac-
cessible toilet! And Jim, 
with that twinkle in his 
eye, never tired of telling 
people of the exact location 
of his baptism. 

“He would be most an-
noyed if I had not men-
tioned that today because 
he mentioned it himself so 
often!”

Referring to his every-
day work as a deacon in St 
Peter’s, Monsignor Murray 
said: “There were mornings 

when I did not quite know 
if Jim was bringing me a 
couple for a child’s bap-
tism or a wedding – but he 
had his methods, and his 
instincts with people were 
always right.” 
The congregation learned 

that Deacon Jim, famed 
for his booming voice, had 
a habit of answering the 
telephone the minute it 
rang in the presbytery with 
the feeling that it would 
be someone who needed 
his help – and invariably 

it was. Again his instincts 
were right. 

As a close friend re-
marked on the day of his 
funeral “His life was serv-
ing God and others as a 
Deacon – nothing more, 
nothing less.”

In that role he was deep-
ly spiritual, generous and 
prayerful, approachable, 
patient and kind. 

Away from his ecclesi-
astical duties he was an 
intensely private man liv-
ing on his own who had 
worked in the same office 
of a local plumbers’ mer-
chant until he retired at 
the age of 65 in 2009 – the 
same year he was ordained 
as a Deacon. 

In the years leading up 
to that landmark moment 
he spent most of his life in 
his beloved Partick making 
exceptions for the annual 
Glasgow pilgrimages to 
the Holy Land organised 
by former Lord Provost 
Alex Mosson. 

He also visited Rome on 
numerous occasions, al-
ways staying in the same 
hotel, and after a long day 
familiarising himself with 
its spiritual life, relaxing 

with a gin and tonic as the 
sun went down over the 
Eternal City. 

He relished lunches and 
dinners with his fellow 
deacons, and these were by 
no means po-faced affairs. 

One who attended said: 
“Jim certainly was private 
but at the same time very 
good company. He was a 
great reader and could talk 
about all sorts of subjects 
with humour and insight. 

“We shared stories of 
our time studying for the 
diaconate and you can be 
sure that we laughed as we 
enjoyed these memories – 
there was nothing dull or 
boring about him.”

Deacon Jim, who lived a 
ten minute walk away from 
St Peter’s, died suddenly 
and there was profound 
shock and sadness when 
his passing was announced 
to the Sunday Mass goers 
shortly after his body was 
found at home.

His funeral took place at 
St Peter’s Partick followed 
by a burial at St Peter’s 
Cemetery, Dalbeth. He is 
survived by sister Agnes. 

Requiescat in pace.

by brian 
swanson

Deacon Jim’s was truly a life well lived

Our faith can ease the sorrow when a parish closes

There is a particular 

sorrow in being asked 

to care for something you 

deeply love when you know 

you cannot preserve every 

part of it unchanged. 

I sometimes think the 
Archbishop’s position is a 
little like that of a gardener 
entrusted with an ancient 
orchard during a difficult 
winter.

He neither planted every 
tree nor controls the chang-
ing seasons. He did not 
choose the storms, the fail-
ing soil, or the difficult reali-
ties now facing the orchard. 
Yet the responsibility still 
falls to him; to care for the 
whole as wisely as he can, to 
steward limited resources 
faithfully, and to make pain-
ful decisions in the hope 
that life within the diocese 
may continue and flourish 
in the years ahead.
These decisions may 

wound many hearts because 
parishes are not simply 
buildings or administrative 
units. They are places where 
people encounter God; 
where children were bap-
tised, couples married, and 
loved ones buried. They are 

places where generations 
of the faithful were formed 
and created their families. 

For many, the prospect 
of losing a parish church 
might feel like losing part of 
their own story. This grief is 
real and the depth at which 
it is felt deserves compas-
sion, dignity, and space.

Perhaps, then, we are be-
ing called to deeper compas-
sion on all sides: compassion 
for parishioners carrying 
loss, fear, anger, and un-
certainty; compassion for 
priests called to accom-
pany communities through 
heartbreak; and compassion 
for an Archbishop carrying 
responsibilities he likely 
wishes he never had to bear.
There are some burdens 

in leadership where every 
available path carries sor-
row. Not because of failure, 
but because the realities 
being faced are larger than 
any one person, parish, or 
diocese. 

Across the world, Church 
leaders are wrestling with 
similar challenges: fewer 
priests, ageing congrega-
tions, rising costs, and 
changing demographics.

None of this removes the 
grief people feel. But per-
haps it invites us to hold one 
another more gently, rec-
ognising that beneath disa-
greement are people trying, 
in different ways, to remain 
faithful stewards of some-
thing shared and sacred. We 
must also carry grief care-
fully. When grief is left un-
heard or borne alone for too 
long, it can slowly harden 
into resentment, anger, and 
division between people 
who are, in truth, grieving 
the same loss.
The Church has never ul-

timately been built of stone 

alone. Its deepest founda-
tion is Christ living among 
His people. The buildings 
matter because within them 
people encountered grace, 
forgiveness, community, 
and God. Yet the Body of 
Christ is carried most truly 
in living souls. In us, the 
community, choosing love 
over bitterness, communion 
over fracture, and tender-
ness over blame.

Perhaps our present mo-
ment resembles Holy Satur-
day: a time of bewilderment, 
sorrow, and uncertainty. 
Even those closest to Jesus 
struggled to remain faith-
ful in the shadow of loss. Yet 
the story did not end at the 
tomb. The risen Christ re-
turned not simply to restore 
what had been lost exactly 
as it was, but to call His fol-
lowers forward as pilgrims 
whose hope could never 
rest finally in stone, how-
ever beloved those stones 
might be.
The witness the Church 

most needs now is not the 
absence of grief, but the 
presence of love within it. 
May we mourn honestly, 
persevere faithfully, and 

turn not against one anoth-
er, but toward each other in 
love.
This letter is not written 

to deny grief, nor to ask any-
one to abandon deeply held 

concerns. Rather, it is an 
invitation to all of us, what-
ever our views, to remain in 
communion with one an-
other as we walk through a 
painful season together.

by zoë jarvis ducasse

A Flourish reader’s letter to fellow parishioners facing uncertainty, change and loss…

Deacon Jim 
prepares the 
oils at the 
annual Chrism 
Mass
 
Picture by Paul 
McSherry
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Recently, I was blessed 
to have the opportu-

nity to travel to Malawi to 
see SCIAF’s life-changing 
work and talk to people 
about the impact it has.

I was joined by SCIAF’s 
CEO Lorraine Currie, Bish-
op President Brian McGee, 
Liaison Officer Dr Bless-
ings Kachele and Michael 
Hamilton, the Public En-
gagement Officer.

We arrived in Lilongwe 
where we were warmly 
welcomed by Caritas Ma-
lawi officials and the lo-
cal auxiliary bishop. They 
all expressed their sincere 
gratitude for the wonder-
ful support they receive 
from the people of Scot-
land through SCIAF.

While we were there, 
we visited the ‘Hope for 
Youth’ project in Zomba. 
The young people involved 
in the project welcomed us 
with singing and dancing. 
This project is a vocational 
school for young people 
who have no other chance 
to gain employment. The 

students showed us sam-
ples of their work and ex-
plained what they were 
doing. 

Experience
The main areas were car-

pentry/joinery, masonry 
and iron work. The stu-
dents were mostly boys, 
but there were a few girls 
there, too. The thing I loved 
most about this project 
was that, after completing 
their course and getting 
experience of starting and 
running a business, the 
staff at the school followed 
up with them to check if 
they were doing well. 

If they weren’t doing 
so well, they were invited 
to return to the school to 
sharpen their business 
skills. The staff were very 
committed and passionate 
about the success of their 
students.
The next project was 

an agricultural project 
in Mangochi and, again, 
we were greeted by a 
large group of enthusi-
astic women singing and 
dancing and smiling. This 
project uses irrigation to 
grow crops during the dry 
season. 

Due to climate change, 
the dry season is becoming 
more intense and much 
longer year by year. This 
project helps the people 
to produce food both for 
sustenance and also to sell 
to earn money to pay for 
school fees, medical bills, 
etc. 

Livelihoods
Then it was on to Man-

gochi where we visited a 
livelihoods project where 
the women were taught 
to make local stoves, soap, 
honey from bee-keeping 
and the young people were 
taught carpentry/joinery 
and tailoring/dressmaking. 

All these projects were 
really impressive, but the 
one that blew me away was 

the project designed to 
help people living with Al-
binism. These people had 
previously been subjected 
to what I can only describe 
as a living nightmare of 
terror and despair. 

In the not so distant 
past, people with Albinism 

had been hunted down and 
killed and their body parts 
used to make “medicine” 
for curing diseases like 
HIV. So, the impact of this 
project was literally life-
changing for these people. 

Not only were they al-
lowed to live in peace 

and safety, but they were 
trained in vocational skills 
to earn their living. This 
gave them dignity and a 
sense of self-worth. 

A group of about twelve 
of them expressed their 
heartfelt gratitude to 
SCIAF and the people of 
Scotland, not just for their 
skills but for their very 
lives.

Amazing
Another significant as-

pect of our visit was seeing 
the amazing commitment 
and passion of the local 
partners who are help-
ing to implement these 
projects. 

I always knew SCIAF was 
doing a great job, but to see 
just how much impact it is 
having on the lives of these 
lovely people was so heart-
warming. So, to SCIAF, I 
say, “Keep up the excellent 
work!” and to the won-
derful people of Scotland, 
“Keep on donating to help 
our sisters and brothers in 
need.” 

Sister Placida’s fond Malawi memories
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Leave a gift in your Will to SCIAF and let your 
faith in a better world live on

Visit sciaf.org.uk/wills 
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by sister placida mccann 
franciscan sister of the 
immaculate conception


