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Pope pleads
foranendto

bloodshed

oPE Francis has appealed for prayers during May

to end the suffering in Gaza.

“It is with concern and also with grief that I am
continuing to follow the situation in the Middle East.

“I renew my appeal not to give in to the logic of
vengeance and war. May the paths of dialogue and
diplomacy, which can do so much, prevail.

“I pray every day for peace in Palestine and Israel,
and I hope that these two peoples may stop suffering
soon.

“And let us not forget martyred Ukraine, the
martyred Ukraine which suffers so much because of
the war.”

Pray forpeace

Prayer to
OurLady of
Palestine

EAVENLY Father,

we humbly ask you, through the
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of
Palestine, to help us overcome all the difficulties
which face us in the Holy Land,
the land which your Son has made Holy;
for it is in this land that our Saviour took flesh
and brought the entire world to Redemption.
We beseech you Father,
strengthen us in faith, service, and perseverance so
that we may be witnesses
to that unending act of love,
you who live and reign forever and ever.
Amen.
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Gaza priest
tells of people’s
suffering

“TH E situation is very bad.

“Since the beginning of the war, we have
lost 25% of our community because some Christians
emigrated and 33 have died. Twenty were killed by
the IDF and 13 died for reasons including lack of
medicine.

“On top of the 1,200 people killed in the terrible
events of October 7th, more than 34,000 people
have been killed inside the Gaza strip. It’s a tragedy
this war. One more week, one more day is not the
solution. We repeat the request from the Holy Father
Pope Francis for a ceasefire. We ask for a ceasefire
and the liberation of all hostages and for help for the
thousands and thousands of injured, the majority of
whom are women and children.”
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Cinemarelease
for saint film

T'S not often

that the story
of a canonised
saint hits the
big screens in a
blockbuster film
adaptation, but
that’s what'’s hap-
pening with the
release of the new
film Cabrini.

The stirring and
uplifting %iopic
tells the story of
St Frances Xavier
Cabrini, an Italian
immigrant who be-
came the first US
citizen to become a
canonised saint.

She founded the
Missionary Sisters
of the Sacred Heart of Je-
sus, a religious institute
that was a major support
to immigrants to the Unit-
ed States. She died in 1917.

It had its UK release in
200+ cinemas last month
and will be heading to
Blu-Ray, DVD and digital
download platforms on
27th May.

From the studio and
director (Alejandro Mon-
teverde) behind last sum-
mer’s box office sensation
Sound of Freedom, the film
stars Cristiana DellAnna
(The Hand of God, Gomorrah),
two-time Oscar nominee
John Lithgow (Killers of the
Flower Moon, The Crown),
two-time Emmy nominee
David Morse (The Green
Mile, The Hurt Locker) and
Oscar nominee Giancarlo
Giannini (Quantum of Sol-
ace, Man on Fire).

Cabrini was produced by
Academy Award-winning
Jonathan Sanger (The Ele-
phant Man) and features an
original song performed by
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the world renowned tenor,
Andrea Bocelli.

In 1889, Italian immi-
grant Francesca Cabrini
arrives in New York City,
greeted only by disease,
crime, and impoverished
children.

Witnessing the vast in-
equality of the city, Cabrini
sets oft on a daring mis-
sion to help society’s most
vulnerable, but must first
overcome the prejudices
and indifference of those
in power.

However, despite these
momentous setbacks, her
broken English, and poor
health, she remains deter-
mined to use her entrepre-
neurial mind to build an
empire of hope unlike any-
thing that the world has
ever seen.

St Frances Cabrini’s sto-
ry of defiance in the face
of adversity is an incred-
ible reminder of how even
just one person’s faith and
activity can change the
world.
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Parishes of the future will have
to be fewer, leaner, and fitter

HE consultation on the

future parish provision
for the Archdiocese of Glas-
gow is inviting parishion-
ersgatheredinareagroups
to indicate which parishes
are best placed to serve
Catholics in their district
into the next decade.

To assist their delibera-
tions, deanery profiles have
been prepared and circu-
lated by the Archdiocesan
Coordinating Group for
Evangelisation.

These provide background
information and statistics
to assist people in sketching
the future shape of pastoral
care in their local area.

Included in this data is
an acknowledgement of the
downward trend in Mass
attendance, the overall con-
dition of our parishes, and
an estimate of the number
of priests available to serve
each deanery five years
from now.

Most deaneries will see
a reduction of around a
third in available priests in
coming years. Having con-
sidered this information it
becomes clear that the net-
work of parishes serving
the Archdiocese of Glasgow
needs to change.

Now the consultation is
asking deanery councils to
group each of their existing
parishes within their area

into one of three groups.

1. Parishes that might be
considered as fundamental
to the provision of pastoral
care by virtue of their great-
er size, location or other key
factors which make them
well-placed to respond to
significant need over a large
pastoral area. Parishes in
this group are thought likely
to remain in this role for a
period exceeding 10 years.

2. Parishes that might be
considered as key to sup-
porting the provision of
pastoral care throughout the
archdiocese covering impor-
tant geographical areas. The
deanery believes that these
parishes will remain in this
key role for a period of 5 to
10 years.

3. Parishes which might

considered
as less central
to the overall
framework of
pastoral care in
the archdiocese by virtue of
their smaller size, location
or other key factors which
make them less able to re-
spond to significant need
over a large pastoral area.
The deanery anticipates
that these parishes may face
closure, amalgamation or
realignment within o to 5
years.

Canon Andrew McKenzie,
above, who is overseeing the
process, said: “It’s important
to remember that the inclu-
sion of a parish in the third
category does not mean that
this parish will close. Rather
it indicates that given the

BYRONNIE Dbe
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restraints that are being put
upon us, the retention of
this parish beyond a period
of five years is less likely,
given the overall framework
of pastoral care in the arch-
diocese.

“Secondly, parish bound-
aries will only be realigned
when the archbishop de-
cides that this is necessary.
It is therefore not being
proposed that on a given
day a specified number of
parishes will close with im-
mediate effect.

“The Archdiocesan Coor-
dinating Group for Evange-
lisation has asked Deanery
Pastoral Councils to prepare
a report to be submitted by
Pentecost Sunday. This re-
port should include areas of
agreement along with areas
of disagreement.

“While discussion on par-
ish realignment continues
the Archdiocesan Coordi-
nating Group for Evange-
lisation is anxious that the
equally important work of
evangelisation and collabo-
ration also continues. To-
gether we need to give new
energy to our mission of
spreading the Good News.
We need to do this in a new
spirit of collaboration. This
is our primary task and our
concern for buildings, while
important, should not dis-
tract us from in that.”

Vatican yearbook reveals more
Catholics, but vocations decline

EW Church statistics

just published reveal
more Catholics than ever
in the world but fewer vo-
cations to the priesthood
and religious life.

The Vatican has published
the 2024 Pontifical Year-
book containing informa-
tion on the life of the Cath-
olic Church worldwide.

It reveals that the number
of baptised Catholics in-
creased globally, rising from
1.376 billion to 1.390 billion,
an increase of 1.0%.

The rate of change var-
ied from continent to con-
tinent. Africa recorded
an increase of 3%. Europe
shows stable numbers. The
Americas and Asia recorded
a significant growth in the
number of Catholics (+0.9%
and +0.6%, respectively).

The yearbook reveals a
decrease in the number of
priests compared to the
previous year, continuing
the downward trend that
has characterised the years
since 2012.

BYRONNIE  The global
CONVERY number of
priests in the
world stands

at 407,730. Despite this,
Africa and Asia showed a
sustained increase in or-
dinations (+3.2% and 1.6%,
respectively) while the
Americas remained almost
stationary. Europe was
down 1.7% and Oceania
down 1.5% in priestly num-
bers

The number of perma-
nent deacons continued to
show significant changes,
for the first time breach-
ing the 50,000 barrier. The
number of deacons im-
proved on all continents.

The number of religious
sisters worldwide, how-
ever, is currently in sharp
decline. Globally, they went
from 608,958 professed
women to 599,2.2.8.

Again Africa bucked the
trend with an increase in
female vocations — an in-
crease of 1.7%. This was
offset by three continents

showing a significant con-
traction: Oceania (-3.6%),
Europe (-3.5%), and North
America (-3.0%).

The decline in the number
of seminarians since 2012
continues.

The new yearbook reveals
that men preparing for
the priesthood numbered
108,481, down 1.3% year on
year. In Africa, the number
of major seminarians (post-

secondary education), actu-
ally increased by 2.1%, but
in Europe in just one year
the number of seminarians
fell by 6%.

Of the 108,481 seminar-
ians worldwide, Africa now
has the highest number
with 34,541, followed by Asia
with 31,767, the Americas
with 27,738, Europe with
14,461, and Oceania with
974 major seminarians.
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Gaza priest’s heartfelt plea to Scots:

‘Help us end the horror-it’s nearly hell’

uUrR lives are nearly

hell... that was the
stark and tragic message
of Fr Gabriel Romanelli, the
Parish Priest of Gaza’s only
Catholic community during
a memorable visit to Glas-
gow.

Fr Gabriel carried out a
series of harrowing press
interviews, before speaking
at a special event held in the
Royal Concert Hall - a loca-
tion chosen because of the
huge number of people who
wanted to be present.

Then it was on to St An-
drew’s Cathedral for 1pm
Mass with Archbishop No-
lan and priests of the Arch-
diocese and beyond who
concelebrated in solidarity.

Speaking at the Cathe-
dral, Fr Gabriel said: “Our
lives are nearly hell. Not
quite hell only because Jesus
is always present with us in
the Eucharist.”

Earlier the Gaza priest,
who has been unable to get
back to his flock since the
Hamas massacres of Octo-
ber 7, urged Scots to do three
things to help his people.

He said: “The first thing
I ask is your prayers. Pray
that this terrible war might

Picture by Paul McSherry

come to an end.

BY RONNIE
convery Secondly I ask
— you to speak
about what is
happening with

wisdom and charity. Don't
over-simplify it. Urge those
in positions of authority to
do what they can to being
peace as soon as possible.
And thirdly support us with
aid, as SCIAF and the other
Caritas agencies are doing.

A

We need literally every-
thing... water, food, medi-
cines... everything.”

Fr Gabriel told his audi-
ence in the Concert Hall:
“This war has cost the lives
of 34,000 people in Gaza
so far.. men, women and
children, not forgetting the
hundreds of Israeli and for-
eign citizens who died in the
attacks on October 7.

“In Gaza itself we have

77,000 wounded people.
Of them 8000 need urgent
intensive care to save their
lives but they are not per-
mitted to cross the border to
get to specialist hospitals.

“And we do not forget the
hostages who were taken
that first day. We pray for
their liberation. For us every
person is important without
distinction of race or reli-
gion.”

Archbishop and Moderator
sign Glasgow-Gaza declaration

‘From Glasgow to Gaza: A Cry for Peace in the Holy Land’ — full text of
the declaration to mark the visit of Fr Gabriel Romanelli to Scotland

N the occasion of Fr

Gabriel Romanelli’s
visit to Glasgow on 26th
April 2024, we, the un-
dersigned, express our
solidarity with the people
of the Holy Family Parish
in Gaza, the Christian com-
munity of the Holy Land
and people of all faiths and
none across the region tor-
mented by war.

Inrecentmonths, millions
of innocent people have suf-
fered the consequences of
violence and war. Families
and communities have been
devastated. Many have lost
hope for a peaceful future.
Men, women and children
have been robbed of their
innate human dignity and
their right to survive and
thrive. Our cry is “Enough is
enough’”.

« We stand shoulder to
shoulder with our brothers
and sisters in Christ in Gaza
and across the Holy Land.
May they feel our solidarity

Picture by Paul McSherry

and Jesus’ loving embrace.

« We stand in solidarity
with all the sons and daugh-
ters of Abraham, the peoples
of Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim faiths in the Holy
Land, that all may know
deep peace and reconcilia-
tion in their lifetimes.

« We stand in support
of agencies and individu-

als who are serving those
suffering at their time of
greatest need. May they be
rewarded for their courage
and compassion.

« We stand united with all
people of good will who are
campaigning for an end to
this violence. May we never
lose hope and may our re-
solve not falter.

« We stand together as
disciples of Jesus Christ,
who, in the very lands that
are lacerated by hostility and
violence today, called on his
followers to be peacemak-
ers. In the name of God, we
call for an end to war, clo-
sure of heart and hatred to
be replaced with dialogue,
reconciliation, and peace.

Today we cry out to all
people in positions of power
to end this senseless vio-
lence. We pray to Almighty
God that their hearts may
be turned towards compas-
sion, and that they may have
the courage and wisdom to
pursue the path of justice
and peace for all who call the
Holy Land home.

Archbishop William  Nolan,
Archbishop of Glasgow

Rt Rev Sally Foster-Fulton, Mod-
erator of the General Assembly
of the Church of Scotland
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Survival sfory of
Gaza’s Christians

HE Christian communi-

ty in Gaza is tiny — just
one in every 5000 citizens
of the war-torn territory
— but they can trace their
origins back to the times
ofJesus’ disciples.

The Catholic Parish -
The Holy Family — had just
135 parishioners before
the bombardment started.
It takes its name from the
tradition that Jesus, Mary
andJoseph passed through
the territory, following the
Via Maris after fleeing to
Egypt for safety.

Despite their small
numbers the Christians
of Gaza run vital services
for the wider community
including three schools
and a specialist service for
children with severe dis-
abilities.

Since the current vio-
lence began the Chris-

tian community has lost
a quarter of its members.
33 have been killed in Is-
raeli Defence Force opera-
tions including an elderly
teacher, over 8o years old,
who was shot in the legs
and left to die on the street
while permission to go to
her aid was refused. In ad-
dition 200 Christians have
managed to escape across
the border to Egypt.

What remains will be
forever marked by this
conflict.

Fr Gabriel said: “When
I get back to my parish it
will be a different parish.
The damage to buildings
and structures is great.
A quarter of our people
have gone. And those who
remain are traumatised,
depressed and filled with
anxiety at what will hap-
pen next.”

INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS
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www.dalygaragedoors.co.uk
Email: markpdaly@blueyonder.co.uk
1 Kendal Road, East Kilbride G75 8QTl
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Signs of welcome to the deaf communi

GLASGOW parish priest
who learned British
sign language in his role as
a prison chaplain has taken
up a new post as ambas-
sador to the deaf Catholic
community in the Archdio-
cese
Father Paul McAlinden of
St Augustine’s, Milton, was
appointed by Archbishop
Nolan after community

leaders expressed their con-
cerns to him that the spiritu-
al needs of the deaf suffered
because of a lack of support
services.

Now, within weeks of his

appointment, Father Paul is
working with a core group
of volunteers who have
also taken a basic course in
sign language to spread the
simple message to the deaf
community: “We are here
for you”.

Father Paul said: "I first
discovered just how impor-
tant it is to communicate
with deaf parishioners when
I worked in Yoker and made
a home visit to a couple who
were deaf.

“I brought along someone
who could sign on my behalf
and the couple were delight-

With them you can praise Go
the psalms and liturgy at set ti
the day. You will have time to stu
ways of God and to meet God in your
lectio divina. And, you will find work
that will keep body and soul together.

If you have good reason to believe
God may be calling you to be a monk,
write to:

Vocation Director, Nunraw Abbey
HADDINGTON, EH41 4LW, Scotland
Or email: nunraw.abbot@yahoo.co.uk
Scottish Charity No SC022611
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At Wayside we offer no miracle cures but thanks
to the support of many people who give their
time or financial support, we are available to the
marginalised and the lonely 365 nights a year.

Our patrons can enjoy a warm, friendly non-
environment
themselves of the support on offer at our premises
in 32 Midland Street. They can also enjoy some
freshen up in our shower facilities and
spend time in prayer within our oratory.

judgmental

food,

To find out more about our work please call in
and see us. We would love to show you around.
If you would like to support us financially this
can be done by cheque/ standing order or bank

transfer to:

The Legion of Mary Wayside Club

Sort code: 80 07 61

Account Number: 00906559
Please keep the work of the club in your prayers.

whilst  availing

BY BRIAN SWANSON
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ed to be able to participate
fully in their faith.

“I did that a few times but
it saddened me that I could
not have an ordinary con-
versation with them on a
one to one basis — I couldn't
ask them how the family was
and things like that.

“Then, because I was —and
am still — a prison chaplain,
the Scottish Prison Serv-
ice suggested that I should
study level 1 in British Sign
Language because there
were always one or two deaf
prisoners who required
spiritual help.

“So luckily the prison
service paid for me to study
BSL at college and although
I found it quite difficult at
times it was well worth it
and now I am making use of
what I learned but in a dif-
ferent setting.

“It was quite a few years
ago that I took that course
so now I have been getting
help from people who are
familiar with BSL and it’s all
slowly coming back.”

“It’s early days yet but al-

Pope’s green message

ready we have planned a bus
trip and a retreat later on in
the year for deaf people in
the Archdiocese but for now
we just want people from
the deaf community who
feel their spiritual needs
could benefit to get in touch
and let us know what we can
do to help.”

Liz Ann O’'Hare, a retired
senior social worker, who
works closely with the Cath-
olic Deaf Community in
Glasgow said: “For deaf peo-
ple, sign language is their

first and often only means
of communication.

“For many years Deaf
Catholics were nurtured in
their faith through St Vin-
cent's school in Tollcross
and then as adults a full and
much-appreciated spir-
itual and pastoral life was
supplied by the Vincentian
Fathers and Daughters of
Charity in St Vincent’s Cen-
tre for Deaf people in To-
bago St.

“Since the closure of the
school and the departure of

the Vincentians many who
were regular Mass goers
their entire lives have given
up. Those who don't give up
have enormous difficulty in
practising their faith.

“But hopefully with Father
Paul’s help we can encour-
age the reluctant deaf com-
munity to join us again in
the practice of their faith.”

B To find out more
email Father Paul on
staugustine@rcag.org.uk

planted a seed for Callum

INCE starting second-
Sary school | have always
wanted to revamp my
school’s greenhouse, which
had been left unattended
for a while.

The Caritas scheme gave
me the opportunity and
independence to take con-
trol and show the necessary
leadership to restore the
greenhouse.

I was inspired to take on
this project, most obviously
by my passion for garden-
ing, but also by my Catholic
faith, reflecting the teach-
ings of the Bible that hu-
mans have a responsibility
to be stewards of the earth.

Pope Francis wrote a let-
ter called ‘Laudato Si’ which
talked about ‘care for our
common home which ef-
fectively means being bet-
ter carers for our planet and
this further inspired me to
take the initiative in taking
care of the greenhouse.

During my time with
the St Rocl's greenhouse, I
sourced a crucifix from the
RE department and hung it
on the door.

To be honest I just wanted
it in the greenhouse to as-
sert my Catholicism buton a
deeper level, I guess I want-
ed to put it up as a symbol

Picture

Paul McSherry

Hundreds of sixth year pupils from all over
Scotland will gather in the Clyde Auditorium
on June 3 to receive their Caritas Awards and
among them will be Callum Trainer, 17, from St
Rocl’s Secondary School. In this special article
for Flourish he tells how his faith and the example
of Pope Francis inspired him

of God’s authority over the
eartl’'sinhabitantsincluding
plants, as He created them
and designed every different
plant on earth from its roots
to its petals and functions.
His love for His creation is
displayed perfectly through
Jesus’ crucifixion, which is
when God restored all of

creation to Himself from
this fallen world.

I also composed a prayer,
about how the plants are
God’s and all power is His, in
His will and design for them
to grow as He wants.

I cleared out the green-
house as it was a real mess,
cleaned it from top to bot-

tom, populated it with
different flowers, planted
seeds and created informa-
tion sheets of the flowers
and plants, most of which
have been given names.

The Peace Lily is my per-
sonal favourite, and has
been named Mary, in hon-
our of Our Blessed Lady.

The information sheets
raise awareness of the work
that is being done, so that
next year’s Caritas nomi-
nees will know how to care
for each plant.

My time in Caritas has
encouraged me to grow
in both my faith and self-
confidence and when I leave
school I will take with me a
better understanding of the
teachings of the Bible and
how to put these teachings
into practice, remembering
St James’ great quote: “faith
without action is dead”.

I aspire to be a child of
God and take care of God’s
possessions and from tak-
ing part in Caritas I am con-
fident I can go forward and
take on that responsibility
for the rest of my life”.

H If you or your school
want to share your Caritas
stories with Flourish email:
Brian.Swanson@rcag.org.

uk
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Mystery solved: now Francesco
has a proper place of rest

PRIEST blessed a grave
Ain a Girvan cemetery
last month surrounded by
the deceased’s family and
diplomatic, civic and for-
eign dignitaries.

The same grave had been
blessed by another priest
83 years earlier, but on that
occasion there were no
witnesses... the plain cof-
fin of Francesco D’Inverno
was lowered into common
ground, without even a sim-
ple cross to mark his grave.

The story of the discovery
of his final resting place is
intricately linked to the Ital-
ian Cloister Garden next
to St Andrew’s Cathedral
where Francesco’s name is
listed among those who died
in the Arandora Star tragedy.

The ship, carrying mainly
Italian civilians who had
inadvertently found them-
selves classed as ‘enemy al-
iens’ after war was declared,
was torpedoed and sank 75
miles west of Donegal on 2
July 1940.

Of the 442 Italian men
who died only 22 bodies
washed ashore were ever
identified, in Ireland and the
western isles. The one body
washed ashore on the Scot-
tish mainland, was that of
Francesco D’Inverno, whose
remains were discovered by
a nine year old boy playing
on a beach near Girvan one
day in August 1940.

In an extraordinary twist

Francesco's grave is blessed by Fr Ben

of fate, that
boy, Sandy Fer-
uson, died in
September %ast year aged
92, just hours after having
been told the story and been
shown a photo of the man
whose body he had found 83
years previously.
The extraordinary story

BY RONNIE
CONVERY

began when Michael Don-
nelly, a member of the Ital-
ian Garden Improvement
Group working on a project
with Roberto Lucherini and
Ralph Gonnella, launched
a campaign to find photos
and mini biographies of
each of the men named in
the Cathedral Cloister Gar-

den plaque.

He discovered that Franc-
esco D'Inverno was buried
at Girvan's Doune Cem-
etery. With the willing help
of South Ayrshire’s Provost,
lain Campbell, local vol-
unteers Lorna and Richie
Conaghan and council staff
they were able to pinpoint
exactly where Francesco had
been laid to rest.

Funds were raised to
commission a headstone to
mark Francesco'’s final rest-
ing place. This was unveiled
last month at a special serv-
ice to remember Francesco
and all of the victims of
the Arandora Star. Present
at the grave were 20 mem-
bers of Francesco's family
who made the journey from
their home in Kent to attend
along with 150 others.

South Ayrshire Provost,
Iain Campbell, said: “When
I received an email out of
the blue last year I was im-
mediately intrigued and
wanted to help. Lorna and
Ritchie Conaghan run a lo-
cal project dedicated to car-
rying out detailed research
work in this area, so I knew
they would be the best peo-
ple to contact to try to es-
tablish where Francesco was
buried.

“I'm glad to see a fitting
tribute now in place to for-
ever mark Francesco's final
resting place. It's been an
honour to have played a role

Francesco's family finally have a grave to visit

in his story and to be able to
pay my respects to him and
the many others who per-
ished following the torpedo-
ing of the Arandora Star.”

Ralph  Gonnella, who
lost his grandfather in the
tragedy and chairs the Ital-
ian Garden Improvement
Group, said: “Most impor-
tantly the discovery of Franc-
esco's resting place brought
closure to his family, who
until last year were still of
the belief that he was lost at
sea. It was so special to have
them with us at last to see
his gravestone unveiled and
his grave blessed.”

H More information
about the Arandora Star
and Francesco D’Inverno
is available in ‘Finding
Francesco’ blog at www.
south-ayrshire.gov.uk/
article/60472/Finding-
Francesco

Remembering Fr Des Broderick and FrJohn Chalmers

Lascow’s oldestpriest
has died, just days be-
fore his100th birthday.

Fr Des Broderick, a huge-
ly popular pastor, had lived
in retirement at Nazareth
House for 34 years after a
life of ministry which saw
him serve in parishes across
the Archdiocese.

Born in Glasgow in 1924,
he was educated at St Con-
val’s Primary (1929-1936);
Holyrood Secondary (1936—
1941) and St Mary’s College
Blairs (1941-1942) before
being called up for war-
time army service during
the Second World war from
1942-1946.

After being released from
army service he resumed
his seminary training, this
time at St Peter’s College
Cardross (1947-1952). He
was ordained by Archbish-
op Campbell in June 1952
and thus began a lifetime of
priestly service.

July-October 1952: As-
sistant Priest Immaculate
Heart of Mary;

1952-1971:
Priest St Teresa’s, Possil-

Assistant

park;

1971-1972: Assistant
Priest St Andrew’s Cathe-
dral;

1972—1974: Secretary to

Archbishop Scanlan and to
the Archdiocese;

1974-1976: Secretary to
Archbishop Winning and to
the Archdiocese;

1976-1983:ChaplainNotre
Dame College, Bearsden;

1983-1989: Parish Priest
St Stephen’s Dalmuir;

1989—-1990: Assistant
Priest St Andrew’s Cathe-
dral;

October 1990: Retired to
Nazareth House.

Retirement

Throughout his retire-
ment Fr Des continued to
help out at parishes across
the Archdiocese and act-
ed as spiritual director to
countless individuals and
prayer groups.

His simplg and profound
devotion to Our Lady, his
infectious smile and his

entle manner won the

earts of all who came into
contact with him.

FrJohn Chalmers, whowas
95 years old, died just days
after his fellow nonage-
narian Fr Des Broderick.

Fr Chalmers, a native of
Glasgow’s West End, was
ordained back in 1952 by
Archbishop Campbell after
studying for the priesthood
at St Sulpice in Paris and
the Scots College in Rome.

He was awarded a Doc-
torate in Canon Law at the
Gregorian University in
1954 and that year returned
to Glasgow to begin a life-
time of service across the
Archdiocese.

He was initially assigned
to be a curate at St Mary’s
Pollokshaws, but after a
few months was sent to the
Gorbals, where, from 1954—
1971 he was Assistant Priest
at St John's Portugal Street,
during which time he also
served as a Notary in the
Archdiocesan Tribunal.

His training in Canon

Law was put to good use for
the next decade, as from
1970 — 1982 he was Vice Of-
ficialis of the National Tri-
bunal while residing and
serving as Assistant Priest
at Our Lady and St Marga-
ret’s in Kinning Park.

Hospital

In 1980 the then-Arch-
bishop Winning gave him
his first parish, appoint-
ing him Parish Priest at St
Charles’ Kelvinside, a post
he held until 1993. Next, he
was made PP at St Simon'’s
Partick, and Chaplain to
Yorkhill Sick Children’s
Hospital and Queen Moth-
er Maternity Hospital,
posts he held for a decade
until he retired in 2003.

He died peacefully in the
care of the Sisters of Naza-
reth, fortified by the rites
of the Holy Church.

Requiescant in pace.
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Bishops urge opposition to assisted suicide

Call for more funding of palliative care as a better solution to terminal illness

N a pastoral letter ad-

dressed to all Scotland’s
Catholics, the bishops of
Scotland have urged them
to contact their MSPs to re-
ject the recently published
assisted suicide proposals.

The bishops describe
the proposal put forward
by Liam McArthur MSP,
as “dangerous” and call on
MSPs to focus their energies
on improving palliative care
which the bishops say is “un-

derfunded and limited”.

The letter states, that a law
which “allows us to kill our
brothers and sisters, takes
us down a dangerous spiral
that always puts at risk the
most vulnerable members
of our society, including the
elderly, and disabled, and
those who struggle with
mental health”.

The pastoral letter cites
evidence from other ju-
risdictions where assisted

Previously unseen

images of

Padre Pio released

Picture courtesy of Saint Pio Foundation

EW images of Padre
Pio, never before
seen by the public, have
just been published by
the Saint Pio Foundation.
The release entitled
“Photographs of Saint Pio
— Memories of a Saint,”
will mark the 25th anni-
versary of the beatifica-
tion of Pio of Pietrelcina,
known around the world
as Padre Pio.

It also commemorates
the 10th anniversary of
the Saint Pio Foundation,
a non-profit, charitable
organisation that pro-
motes knowledge of and
devotion to St Pio of Piet-
relcina.

The 10 previously un-
published photos were
personally selected by
founder Luciano Lamon-
arca in collaboration with

Padre Pio's personal pho-
tographer, Elia Stelluto.

Mr Lamonarca said:
“We wished to mark these
important milestones
by making a gift to the
millions of devotees and
faithful of St Pio in the
form of these authentic
images of their beloved
saint, whom they wish
to bring in their homes,
churches, and shops and
entrust themselves and
their lives to him.”

Mr. Stelluto added: “In
all these years, I have al-
ways made the photos of
St Pio in my possession
available to those who
have asked me, in order
to be able to increase the
devotion of St Pio.”

You can view the full
set of new photos at
www.therealsaintpio.org

suicide is legal, including
Oregon, where consistently
around half of people who
choose assisted suicide do
so because they feel they are
aburden on their families or
on their communities and
healthcare system.

“When vulnerable people,
including the elderly and
disabled, express concerns
about being a burden”’, say
the bishops, “the appropri-
ate response is not to sug-

This month there has
been much discussion
of helping people to
die “with dignity”.
Flourish editor Ronnie
Convery offers this

personal reflection on
the death of a loved
one

HE Assisted Suicide

Bill currently before
the Scottish Parliament
sounds gentle. Caring even.
But the reality is very dif-
ferent.

What is envisaged is a
law which will make vulner-
able, anxious people facing
a terminal illness ever more
pressurised into ending
their life ‘so as not to be a
burden'.

It brought to mind a lady
I knew well. A lady called
Ruby. Her story offers an in-
sight to a better alternative
to assisted suicide ...

Ruby was a “great wee
womarn’, cheery, kind to a
fault and with a quiet but
rock-like faith.

Then Ruby was diagnosed
with terminal cancer.

Her family was obviously
devastated. But Ruby was
serene. “I've had a wonder-
ful life,” she said. “I never
dreamed I would live to see
my grandchildren ..”

A few months after diag-
nosis, Ruby was taken on a
visit to a hospice. She died
peacefully there shortly af-
terwards. What follows is
a letter of gratitude to the
staff at St Vincent’'s Hospice
in Howwood, written by her
son, following her passing:

“From the moment she set
foot inside the hospice, as
a wondering, slightly wary
visitor, she was welcomed.
Staff of all types embraced
her warmly, and she imme-
diately felt as though she
had been taken under your
wing.

gest that they have a duty to
die; rather, it is to commit
to meeting their needs and
providing the care and com-
passion they need to help
them live.

“When our society is al-
ready marked by so many
inequalities, we do not need
assisted suicide to put intol-
erable pressure on our most
disadvantaged who do not
have a voice in this debate.

“Implicit in assisted sui-

“I recall that first visit so
well. Her sense of wonder-
ment at the facilities, her
quick relaxation upon real-
ising that here was a medical
facility unlike any she knew
existed, where people cared
for her deeply. She returned
home with a great burden of
fearlifted. ‘It’s great to know
that a place like that exists. I
would be happy to go there
when my time comes, she
said.

“Alas her time came sooner
than we realised, but in the
meantime, she was charmed
by the care of the nurse who
visited her at home, taking
time to chat with her, car-
ing holistically, combining
medical precision with hu-
man affection.

“When she needed to be
admitted, there were the
familiar, friendly faces to
welcome her, and a room set
aside which she constantly
referred to as ‘lovely’. ‘What

cide is the suggestion that
an individual, in certain cir-
cumstances, can lose their
value and worth. However,
as stated in the Church’s re-
cent declaration on Human
Dignity, Dignitas Infinita,
‘even in its sorrowful state,
human life carries a dignity
that must always be upheld’
and there are no circum-
stances under which human
life could lose its dignity and
‘be put to an end.

alovely place this s ...they’re
all so nice to you in here’ be-
came her mantra.

“That unique approach
was evident — as she was
visited by doctors, nurses, a
religious sister and a priest
all within that first after-
noon..”

The som’s letter continues:

“I should like to tell all the
nurses how much she val-
ued their affectionate care,
a care which my father and
I found extended to us as we
kept vigil in my mother’s fi-
nal hours.

“How extraordinary they
were, sometimes spending
a whole shift at her bed-
side, whispering in her ear,
combing her hair lovingly,
all the time monitoring her
medication, combining sci-
entific precision with com-
passion and love. They were
fellow travellers with us on a
hard road, supporters who
propped us up, yet so, so

“The Bishops’ Conference
of Scotland urges the Cath-
olic community to contact
MSPs, urging them to work
collaboratively to improve
palliative care, and to reject
the dangerous proposaf to
legalise assisted suicide,
which would devalue life
and put immense pressure
on the most vulnerable to
end their lives prematurely.

“We are called to care, not
to kill.”

by’s story

sensitive, never intruding.

“My mother’s passing was
serene. The sun shone in on
thatSundaylunchtime aswe
gathered round her, just as
we always had at that hour
for more than a decade. My
father took her hand, and I
began the prayer, ‘May the
angels lead you into para-
dise ..’ and that was exactly
what happened.

“Itwas 10’clock on a Sun-
day afternoon - the very
time at which she always
sawus arriving atherhouse
for our traditional Sunday
lunch. The nurses, in a final
act of incredible discretion,
slipped to the other side of
the door for those last few
moments, ready to come
back in when we called.

“I left the room and one
of those wonderful women
asked if we would like her
to call the priest. I said yes,
and requested that Canon
Sean Cunney be contacted.
His care for my mother had
been truly extraordinary,
visiting her sometimes twice
a day, literally fortifying her
with every sacrament in the
Church’s armoury. As the
nurse lifted the phone to call
him, the door opened, and
in he walked. He was like an
angel appearing at just the
right moment.”

The letter ends there.

I believe it illustrates
very well what dying with
real dignity is all about. It
is about human affection,
medical care and above all,
love. It is not about suicide
clinics, or the destruction of
the doctor/patient relation-
ship.

And lest you believe the
letter I quoted is, as they
say, “too sweet to be whole-
some”, I can assure you that
it is not. On the contrary, it
is true in every detail.

I know.

I wrote the letter.

Ruby was my mum.
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Adeje - Tenerife

Superb one bed apartment with sunny balcony
with remote control awning, overlooking pool.
Everything supplied. 100 yards from beach.
Restaurant, bars, pools, gym and entertainment in
complex. Sleeps 4.

Email officec@domsweeney.com for pictures.

£60 per night - Contact 07778 160193
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Project Fundraiser
(Part-time: 3 days/21 hours)

Salary: £34,500 p.a. prorate based on experience.
Location: Govanhill, Glasgow

The post
We are seeking to recruit a Project Fundraiser to secure and maintain current
and new income streams with the potential to support the work of the charity.

The project

The Louise Project is a Christian antipoverty project operating in Govanhill
to enable families living with hardship to live flourishing lives and to enable
communities to thrive.

Govanhill is the most ethnically diverse area of Scotland, and we welcome all
people to receive support. The most recent migrant population to arrive are the
European Roma from Romania and Slovakia and they are the dominant group
supported by the project.

The project offers families access to five well researched programmes of support,
to break the cycle of generational poverty, as follows:

*  Community Drop-in: Focuses on building relationships, home visits, providing
a ‘space to be’ and access to essentials & a project shop that is run by
beneficiaries.

Community Advocacy: Support to manage issues such as immigration status,
housing, debt, utilities, welfare benefits.

e Building Better Futures: Supports personal growth to enhance wellbeing and
the development of transferable skills, i.e., literacy & digital skills, budgeting,
college entry level classes and supported employment.

*  Building Community: There are over 60 languages spoken in Govanhill, racial
tension can be palpable. Building social trust across ethnic groups reduces
anxiety and discrimination.

*  Hopeful Futures: develops a sense of self, life skills and a knowledge and
understanding of systems and the causes and consequences of poverty.

Application notes
For an application pack please email recruitment@dcmillhill.org

Closing date for applications: Thursday 30th May 12pm
Interviews will be held on: Thursday 20th June.
Anticipated start date: August 2024

The post holder will work 3 days/week and there is the option for hybrid working,
although we expect the first 6 weeks to be solely office based.

If you wish to visit the project, please contact ellie@spaceglasgow.org.uk

Shock and sorrow
as bishop-elect of

Dunkeld dies at 59

I T waswithdeepshockand
sorrow that Archbishop
Nolan learned last month
of the death of one of his
former priests, Fr Martin
Chambers of Galloway
Diocese, who was due to be
ordained as Bishop of Dun-
keld on 27th April.

Fr Chambers died in his
sleep, aged just 59, just 17
days before he was due to be
ordained bishop.

Fr Chambers was edu-
cated in the Royal Scots
College in Spain, and had
experience in Ecuador as a
missionary priest. Various
appointments as pastor,
school chaplain and dioc-
esan responsibilities in Gal-
loway diocese then followed
before his nomination as
Bishop of Dunkeld.

Just a week before his
death Fr Martin had trav-

elled to Lourdes
ahead of his
ordination as a
bishop to pray
for his new diocese.

Archbishop Nolan said he
was shocked and saddened
at the news. He added:
“Martin’s death is a huge
loss not only to his own
diocese, and the diocese of
Dunkeld where he had been
appointed bishop, but for
the whole Catholic Church
in Scotland.

“When I was Bishop of
Galloway I knew him well - a
great priest, always welcom-
ing, friendly, with a good
sense of humour who worked
so hard for his people.

“My thoughts and prayers
are with his family and those
whose lives he touched dur-
ing these years of priest-
hood.”

BY RONNIE
CONVERY

Bishop-elect Martin in Lourdes
just before he died

Countdown to the Holy Year

s the Church round the

world gears up for the
Jubilee Year of 2025, Flour-
ish will bring you updates
and news of preparations
ahead of what is ex-
pected to be the largest
religious event in the
history of the Catholic
Church.

Organisers expect 32
million pilgrims to flock
to Rome during the 2025
Holy Year, which will run
from Christmas Eve this
year, when the Pope will
open the Holy Door of St Pe-
ter’s Basilica, until the end
of 2025 when the door will
be sealed up once more for
another 25 years.

Those visiting the Eternal
City will, for the first time,
be able to book their passage
through the Holy Door using
an phone app, which can be
downloaded from the web-
site www.iubilaeum2025.va/
en.html

Jubilee Bull to be
Published

On Thursday 9 May, at
5.30 pm, on the solemnity
of the Ascension of the Lord,
Pope Francis will officially
proclaim the Jubilee of 2025
with the public reading and
delivery of the Bull of Indic-
tion in St Peter’s Basilica.

After the reading of the
Bull, the Holy Father will pre-
side over Vespers of the so-
lemnity inside the Basilica.

BY RONNIE CONVERY

If you plan to be in Rome
this month it is possible to
participate in the ceremony
and the prayer liturgy by
requesting free tickets on
the Jubilee website: https://
www.iubilaeum2o25.va/
it/richiesta-biglietti-bolla-
papale.html Tickets can be
collected at the Info Point,
in Via della Conciliazione 7,
Rome, from 3 to 9 May 2024,
from 10am to 5pm.

The Bull is an official doc-
ument with the seal of the
Pope, which, in addition to
indicating the opening and
closing dates of the Holy
Year, and setting out how
it will be celebrated, makes
known the themes of the Ju-
bilee and the terms in which
it is announced by the Pon-
tiff.

For this ordinary Jubilee
Year, as we know, the theme

chosen is “Pilgrims of
Hope”.

Holy Year will be
marked at EXPO in
Japan

Archbishop Rino Fisichella
(above right) — the prelate in
charge of Holy Year prepa-
rations - has announced
that the Holy See will bring
Caravaggio's painting “The
Deposition” to Osaka for the
Expo of 2025.

“The Holy See will have a
dedicated section within the
Italian pavilion, and we are
particularly grateful to Italy
for this collaboration,” said
Archbishop Fisichella. “Car-
avaggio painted his ‘Deposi-
tion' [Jesus being taken down
from the cross] at the begin-
ning of 1600, and the work is
housed in the Vatican Mu-
seums. It will be a great joy
for us to bring it to Osaka for
the six months of Expo.”

The motto of the Italian

pavilion at the Exhibition
will be Art generates life’.
“The Holy See wanted
to give continuity to this
motto, and so our sector
will have as its motto La
Bellezza porta Speranza -
‘Beauty brings hope’. We
have played here on the
meanings of the word porta
[In Italian the noun ‘porta
means ‘door’ and the verb
‘porta’ means ‘brings’].

Learn the Jubilee Hymn
inyour parish

On the YouTube channels
of the Dicastery for Evange-
lization (Evagelizatio) and
that of the Jubilee (iubilae-
umz25) new videos are avail-
able with the official texts
of the hymn in English and
French.

You can find the English
language version here: ht-
tps://youtu.be/7uXO8IUCEZ
[2si=XOxfue6rDUpmYHcj
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Liberia Appeal

We have the bricks
but we need help.

Oliver - Youth Leader at Divine Mercy Parish,
Fishtown, Liberia

In 2003, just five people would meet for Holy Mass in a

parishioner’s front room. By 2024, the parish had swelled .
to 210 people and they badly need a proper church. PHONE: 0345 646 0110

Parishioners have made the bricks by hand but need
£60,000 to build a church to serve the whole community. To donate and to

Liberia is one of the world’s poorest countries. Will you hear a message

help answer Oliver’s call to build a House of God? from Oliver:

Your kind donation today will help bring Christ’s love ".\’w"\facr'Uk'org/ SCAN O CODE
to Christians in need. liberia-fl-donate TO DONATE

GG — m f o e
i ; 0345 646 0110 .acnuk. k.
@ Aid to the Church in Need 45646 0110 | www.acnuk.org | acn@acnuk.org

12-14 Benhill Avenue, Sutton, Surrey SM1 4DA A registered charity in England and Wales (1097984) and in Scotland (SC040748)
ACN

Rev/Sr/Mr/Mrs/Miss: Address:

Postcode:

lenclose [J£100 [1£50 []1£25 [JOther£ to help Christians in Liberia.
| enclose a cheque to Aid to the Church in Need OR please debit my VISA/MasterCard/Amex/Maestro

Expiry Date: / Valid From Date: Issue No: (Maestro)

Signature strip code (last block of digits): Signature: Date:

Yes, | would like to boost my donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 | donate. ﬂfﬁ/a/{d ot

|:| Yes, | want to Gift Aid my current donation and any donations | make in the future or have made in the past 4 years to

‘Aid to the Church in Need’. | am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less Income Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed
on all my donation in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you
pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.

. . . . A24P1FL Please photocopy this form if you
D Please send me information about setting up a regular gift. do not want to cut your copy of Flourish.
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Canon Tommy bows |
out with asmile

ANON Tommy Hen-

dry, Parish Priest of St
Teresa’s, Possilpark, has
retired 58 years after his
ordination and after an ex-
traordinary 33 years in the
same parish.

But that simple sentence
cannot adequately convey
the love and devotion that
his parishioners showed
for their priest who was
honoured with a Mass of
Thanksgiving for his minis-
try on a day of shared mem-
ories with laughter and tears
in equal measure.

Anderston-born  Father
Tommy - always Tommy
never Thomas - who cel-
ebrated his 84th birthday
last month has been in poor
health for some time and has
now moved into St Joseph's
Nursing Home Robroyston
in the care of the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor.

Although his voice was
weak, and his mobility lim-
ited there was no mistak-
ing the power of his mes-
sage as he delivered a short
homily to a packed church
of parishioners, family and
friends and those of other
denominations.

Father Tommy was or-
dained on June 25 1966 and
by a pleasing coincidence
his Thanksgiving Mass took
place on Vocations Sunday.

In a typically forthright
sermon he said: “It’s right
that we pray for more priests
and nuns, but we can’t all be
priests or nuns — that would
be just plain daft!

BY BRIAN SWANSON

PICTURES BY PAUL MCSHERRY

“The word vocation comes
from Latin and it means to
call. So I think that means
we should share the great
gifts of faith that God has
given to us — we all have a
talent to share and when we
share we are everything, be-
cause no one is a failure in
God’s eyes.”

And after the homily came
the handclap.

He had chosen the hymns
himself and when the final
verse faded bringing this
most joyous of Masses to a
close the congregation rose
to their feet, delivering a
prolonged standing ovation
than many stage perform-
ers might envy.

One of the many gifts pre-
sented to him was a rugby
shirt — a strange choice for
those who did not know
him.

Who knew that Fr Tommy
was once a 16-stone rugby
player, with a shock of red
curly hair, who turned out
regularly for the St Aloysius
College First XV?

Tom Ralph, who played in
same team when they were
schoolboys, said: “He was a
pretty useful player and very
dedicated. Hard to believe
seeing him today. These
were great times.”

Father Tommy’s younger
brother, Gerry, said: ‘As long
as I can remember Tommy
wanted to be a priest. Even
when we were young and
growing up together, he
told me that that was all he
wanted to do but of course
we thought he might grow
out of it — no chance!

“In fact, he was so posi-
tive that I nearly followed
his footsteps but I decided it
wasn't for me, but all my life
I have been very proud of my
big brother.”

His best friend at school

Joe O'Hagan said: “He wasn't
a ‘holy holy’ type when we
were young, but he was a
guy of great faith all his life
and still is of course — being
a priest was all he ever want-
edtodo.”

Many spoke of his sense of
humour including Rev Dav-
id Wostenholm of Possil-
park Episcopal Church who
warmly praised his friend
for the ecumenical work
they carried out together
over the years.

Father Tommy held a
number of roles prior to
taking up his ministry at St
Teresas. These included As-
sistant Priest St Gregory’s,
1973-1980, Chaplain No-
tre Dame High School and
Chaplain Sisters of Notre
Dame Downbhill, 1973-1985,
Assistant Chaplain Glasgow
University, 1980-1985, As-
sistant Priest Sacred Heart
Cumbernauld, 1985-1990,
Parish Priest St Teresa’s Pos-
silpark since 1990.

St Nicholas Care Fund

The St. Nicholas Care Fund offers grant support to schools,
churches and community groups working with vulnerable or
disadvantaged groups and individuals in the Archdiocese of
Glasgow.
We awarded £15 258 to 7 projects in March. Our next deadline
for applications is Monday 6 May 2024.
More info is available at www.rcag.org.uk
Or contact us at:

pct@rcag.org.uk - 0141 226 5898
Scottish Charity SC029832

Relics of Church’s only beatified
family visit Glasgow s eastend

GLASGOW parish

marked its weekend of
40 hours celebrations with
the visit of relics from Po-
land of the only family ever
beatified together.

The Ulma family perished
together during World War
II at the hands of the Na-
zis — parents, children and
even an unborn baby in the
womb.

Pope Francis beatified
them in what is thought to
be the only case in history
where a whole family has
been raised to the glory of
the altars together.

Their arrival in St Anne’s
in Glasgow’s East End was
a source of great joy to pa-
rishioners and to the wider
Polish community now liv-

BY RONNIE CONVERY
AND BRIAN SWANSON

ing in Scotland.
Father Leszek Rygiewicz,
above, Parish Priest at St

described it as a

Anne’s,
great honour and a blessing
for the relics to come to his
parish as part of a world tour
of Polish churches during
the 8oth anniversary year of
the Ulma family’s death at

the hands of the Nazis.

Father Leszek said: "Not
just Polish people but Scot-
tish people came in good
numbers as well to venerate
the relics while they were in
our care.

“We also visited people
in their homes with the rel-
ics who could not come to
church and they were very
happy with that.

“In Poland the story is ver
well known so now Scottis
people know the story of our
martyrs as well.

“Of course it is important
to venerate the relics but it is
also the message of the fam-
ily’s faith in the most terrible
periods in Polish history that
we must always remember
and be encouraged by.”

Story of the Ulma family

HE Ulmafamily,hailing

from the small village
of Markowa in southeast-
ern Poland, is believed to
be the first whole family
to be beatified.

During World War II,
J6zef Ulma, a Catholic
farmer, and his wife, Wik-
toria, risked everything to
shelter Jews fleeing Nazi
persecution.

Their courageous act
of compassion was dis-
covered by the Gestapo in
March 1944.

The entire Ulma fam-
ily — mother, father and
seven children, along with
the Jewish refugees, were
executed.

In September 2021,
the whole Ulma family
reached another milestone
when Pope Francis ap-
proved their beatification.
This significant step ac-
knowledged their martyr-

dom and sanctity, elevat-
ing them to the status of
Blessed.

The beatification cer-
emony, held in Markowa,
drew crowds of faithful
and dignitaries, honoring
the Ulma family’s extraor-
dinary sacrifice.

Their feast day is cel-
ebrated every year on 7 July
(the day of the anniversary
of Jézef and Wiktoria’s
wedding).
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Vatican puts out the call
for Dali’s masterpiece

City’s best known artwork is chosen to prepare for the
Holy Year in Rome. But it will return in the summer

LASGOW'’S famous

Salvador Dali painting
‘Christ of St John of the
Cross’ is set to be loaned to
the Vatican.

The artwork, housed at
Kelvingrove Art Gallery, will
take top spot this month in
the cultural programme or-
ganised by the Holy See in
preparation for next year’s
Holy Year.

And in a sweet twist of
fate, it will be displayed at
the Church of San Marcello
al Corso - the same church
at which the late Archbish-
op Conti was ordained a
priest.

The request approved
by the City Council states

that “in addition to rais-
ing the profile of the city of
Glasgow to new audiences,
there are very good curato-
rial reasons to endorse and
support this request.

“The painting will be dis-
played alongside the origi-
nal drawing by St John of
the Cross, and Dali’s The As-
sumpta (1952).

“Although both paintings
by Dali have been seen to-
gether before, this presents
an important opportunity
to see both works, designed
as part of a close series, to-
gether in an ecclesiastical
context and, uniquely, with
the original drawing by St
John.”

BY RONNIE CONVERY

Valued at more than
£6om, Dali’s painting was
purchased by Glasgow Cor-
poration in 1952 for just
£8,200.

It is scheduled to be
shown between May 13 and
June 23 this year as part of a
series of arts events leading
up to the Jubilee year.

The artwork has recentl
been on loan to the Dali
Theatre and Museum in his
hometown of Figueres in
Spain in recent months. The
artist designed the muse-
um, and is buried there.

The painting has been

fitted with laminated low
reflective glass to provide
extra protection while on
display on its travels.

Glasgow Life said the
painting will return from
Spain before being loaned
out to the Vatican. It will re-
turn to Kelvingrove and go
back on display in July this
year.

A spokesperson for Glas-
gow Life said: “Glasgow’s
museums and galleries are
home to collections of in-
ternational  significance
and vibrancy. Loans of ob-
jects are important as they
help to highlight our global
reputation as a culturally

rich city.”

The best £8,200 Glasgow’s museums ever spent

HRIST of Saint John of
the Cross, the world fa-
mous painting by Spanish
surrealist Salvador Dali has
long been considered one
of the greatest pieces of
artwork inside Kelvingrove
ArtGallery.
The dazzling painting de-
picts Jesus looking down on
a shoreline and fisherman -

without his crown of thorns,
nails and blood. The story
goes that Dalf’s decision to
show him without the usual
marks of crucifixion was
made following a dream.
The work was purchased
by Glasgow for £8,200 in
1952 — less than Dalf’s origi-
nal asking price of £12,000.
The painting is now esti-

mated to be worth around
£6omillion — and the council
has in the past turned down
an offer of £8om from the
Spanish Government for it.

Misconception

It is, in fact, a common
misconception that the
painting had been pur-
chased by the public purse.

The money was from a fund
set up from the profits of the
Kelvingrove International
Exhibition of 1901, which
was used to buy works of art
for Glasgow’s museums.

So the museum pressed
ahead - with millions of
people flocking to see the
artwork through the dec-
ades.

A painting that has always divided opinion...
even among Glasgow’s archbishops!

VER the decades the

Archbishops of Clas-
gow have taken contrast-
ing views of Dali’s master-
piece.

The Archbishop at the
time of the picture’s ar-
rival in the city, Archbishop
Campbell, is recorded as
having publicly criticised
the painting, labeling it as
blasphemous and unsuit-
able for display in a place of
worship.

Archlgishop Campbell’s
condemnation  stemmed
from his belief that Dalf’s
depiction of the crucifixion
deviated too far from tra-
ditional representations of

the sacred scene.

He found the surrealistic
elements of the painting,
particularly the unconven-
tional perspective and the
absence of explicit suffer-
ing in Christ’s figure, to be
irreverent and disrespect-
ful to the religious subject
matter.

Debate

The Archbishop's denun-
ciation sparked a heated
debate at the time... some
agreed with his assess-
ment, viewing Dali’s inter-
pretation as a departure
from the solemnity and
reverence traditionally as-

sociated with religious art,
while others defended the
painting as a bold and in-
novative reimagining of a

Archbishop Campbell

familiar subject.

Half a century later, in
2006, the BBC broadcast an
hour-long documentary on

the painting in which they
asked the then-Archbishop
of Glasgow, Mario Conti, to
participate.

It was an inspired choice,
because as a student in
Rome in the 1950s he had
seen the painting when it
toured Europe with a stop
in the eternal city.

At the time it was un-
known, but the future
archbishop recalled that it
struck him immediately.

In the programme — Pri-
vate Life of an Easter Master-
piece — he was asked how
he felt about the artist’s
decision not to depict a suf-
fering Christ, to omit the

crown of thorns, to display
Christ on the cross without
fixings, without nails, with-
out injury to his skin.

Archbishop Mario replied
with a typically theological
insight.

He said: “I am quite com-
fortable with the way the
artist depicts Christ be-
cause it shows something
of the intention of Christ.

“He is there because he
was prepared to be there,
because he was prepared
to accept his Father’s will.
So the painting invites us
to contemplate, at an ever
deeper level, the reality and
the mystery of the Cross.”
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Five fascinating facts
behind the artwork

« The painting is based on a sketch by the Spanish mystic,
St John of the Cross which shows the crucifixion ‘from
above’.

« Dali said it was in a dream, that the importance of
depicting Christ in the extreme angle in the painting was
revealed to him.

« Dali had Hollywood stuntman Russell Saunders
suspended from an overhead gantry, so he could see how
the human body would appear from the desired angle
and envisage the pull of gravity.

« The lake at the bottom of the painting is the bay of Port
Lligat, Dali’s residence at the time ... it is thought to
represent the Sea of Galilee.

« In 1961 a visitor attacked the painting with a stone and
tore the canvas with his hands. It was restored over
several months by conservators and returned to public
display.

Rome prepares
for Holy Year with
festlval of culture

SPECTACULAR cul-

tural programme
has been announced in
preparation for the Holy
Year 2025 which is due to
open on Christmas Eve
thisyear.

And the good news is
that Scots pilgrims to
Rome this year will be
able to participate in all
the events free of charge.

The musical pro-
gramme is entitled “Har-
monies of Hope” and on
November 3, 2024, the
Accademia Nazionale di
Santa Ceciliawill perform
Shostakovich’s Fifth Sym-
phony, directed by Maes-
tro Jader Bignamini, cur-
rently Musical Director
at the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra.

Then just before the
opening of the Holy Door,
at 6pm on 22 December
2024, at the Church of
Sant'Ignazio, the Sistine
Choir will perform vari-
ous polyphonic composi-
tions by Palestrina, Perosi
and Bartolucci.

The visual art program
has the title “The Heavens
Opened” and will include
an exhibition of works by
Salvador Dali, (including
the Glasgow masterpiece)
which will be held over

the summer. Later in the
year there will be an ex-
hibition dedicated to the
art of Marc Chagall.

Archbishop Rino Fi-
sichella, the Pro-Prefect
of the Dicastery for Evan-
gelisation, who is head-
Ing up preparations for
the Holy Year, said: “The
motto ‘Pilgrims of hope
intentionally possesses
universal characteristics.
Everyone hopes, without
exception. The experi-
ence of hope is rooted in
the heart of every person
as an expectation of a
good and a desire for it to
come true.”

He added: “Hope is the
object of study by various
sciences: from literature
to psychiatry; from soci-
ology to philosophy and
theology... the need to
give voice to hope unites
knowledge and makes
humanity more involved
in a process of progress
and well-being”.

All events are free and
open to the public until
all places are taken. No
tickets will be needed to
participate.

More information at
https://www.iubilae-
um2025.va/en.html
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HANDY MAN SERVICES

HWS

HOUSE AND

GARDEN
CLEARANCE

Tel: 07546 110339

Email: handypandyservices@gmail.com

News and views for

FLOURISH

T. McGowan & Sons
Monumental Sculptors ;;/

FAMILY FIRM ESTABLISHED

St. Kentigern’s Cemetery

109 Tresta Road, Glasgow G23 saa
Telephone: o141 946 2429

Linn Cemetery

602 Lainshaw Drive, Glasgow G45 9sp

Telephone: ox41 634 8515
Dalbeth Cemetery

1920 London Road, Glasgow 632
Telephone: o141 778 4916

Philipshill Cemetery

Westerfield Road, East Kilbride 676
Telephone: o141 644 4535

NEW MEMORIALS + ADDITIONAL LETTERING - CLEANING
All work completed in any cemetery Brochure available on request

Glasgow conference will
launch new theology forum

MAJOR conference
on the future of the
Catholic Church in Scot-
land is being hosted by the
independent journal Open

House next month.
Entitled ‘Scotland’s Synod

Journey — A conversation

about becoming a synodal

church it will bring together

a range of speakers who will

be welcomed by Archbishop

Nolan to the Eyre Hall in the

Archdiocese of Glasgow of-

fices.

The conference will mark
the launch of a theology
forum aimed at Catholics
in Scotland who have post-
graduate theology degrees,
and those with an interest
in theology, in service of the
Church.

The event is scheduled for
Saturday 8 June 2024,
10am-—4.30pm. Doors open
and  registration from
9.30am.

Among the speakers are:

. Professor Werner G.
Jeanrond, a native of
Saarbriicken in Germany,
who has taught theology
at the Universities of
Dublin (Trinity College),
Lund, Glasgow, Oxford,
and Oslo. He holds a PhD
in systematic theology
from the University of
Chicago and an honorary
DD from Regis College in
the University of Toronto.

« Sr Gemma Simmonds,
a  Sister of the
Congregation of Jesus and
a senior research fellow
at the Margaret Beaufort
Institute of Theology,
Cambridge where she
teaches pastoral theology
and Christian spirituality.
Sr Gemma has served
as a missionary in
Brazil, a chaplain in

Top marks for StCuth bert’s

T Cuthbert’sPrimary,in

Possilpark, has joined
the growing list of Catholic
schools in the Archdiocese
which have been highly
praised by Education Scot-
land.

Central to the school’s
recent report was its strong
sense of community based
on Gospel values.

It was these values, the
report noted, that contrib-
uted to the “warm positive
and nurturing relationship
between children and staff
across the school”.

The inspection report
went on: “Collectively all
staff work well to drive
forward improvements in
children’s attainment.”

teacher Susan

Head
Quinn said: “It is wonder-
ful to see the hard work and
the commitment of staff

and pupils in their school
recognised in this report.
“It’s really gratifying that
the inspection team recog-
nised tEat our children are
welcoming, friendly, polite,
and proud of their school.”

Brilliant
Councillor Christina
Cannon, Glasgow City

Council’s education con-
venor added her congratu-
lations saying: “I am par-
ticularly pleased that the
report outlined the brilliant
work the school is doing in
respect of children’s rights
and that children are ac-
tively encouraged to be part
of that the decisions taken
by teachers and staff.”

Prof Werner G Jeanrond

-

= x&

Dr Mary Cullen

the  Universities  of
Cambridge and London
and a volunteer chaplain
in Holloway Prison.

« Fr Tom Magill, a priest of
the Diocese of Motherwell.

Fr Tom Magill

r&e€mma Simmonds

After graduate studies
at the Pontifical Biblical
Institute in Rome, he was
Vice-Rector and acting
Rector of the Pontifical
Scots College, associate

professor of theology at
the Pontifical Gregorian
University in  Rome
and lecturer in Sacred
Scripture at the Pontifical
Beda College.

Dr Mary Cullen, editor
of Open House. She
helped  establish  the
Catholic Justice & Peace
Commission in Scotland
in the 1980s and has
worked in education, local
government, and as Head
of Communications and
Education at SCIAF. She
has a PhD in theology and
religious studies from the
University of Glasgow.

All attending will be wel-
come to discuss the way for-
ward for the Church in light
of Pope Francis’ teaching on
synodal decision making

and governance.
You can book a place
online at https://www.

eventbrite.co.uk/e/open-
house-conference-2024-
scotlands-synodal-journey-
tickets-875837121407
Tickets cost £20,
waged £10.

non

Golden iubilee for
St Paul’s Primary

Ancunlsuop Nolan
continued his series of
visits to primary schools
in the Archdiocese to help
them celebrate significant
anniversaries reflecting
the boom years of the six-
ties and seventies when
a number of new Catholic
schools were built to cope
with the expansion of coun-
cil estates and a growing
Catholic population.

On this occasion it was the
turn of Saint Paul’s Primar
School, Whiteinch whic

is marking 50
years in the
present build-
ing in Primrose Street.
Delivering his homily at
the Thanksgiving Mass at
St Paul's Church where he
addressed a congregation
of families, friends, teach-
ing staff past and present,
former and current pupils,
and local politicians, the
archbishop said he was very
impressed by what he saw
on a brief tour of the school.
He added: "I would say

BY BRIAN
SWANSON

this to all you boys and girls
here today that it's not the
building that’s most impor-
tant but the people in it - the
teachers who work so hard
and help you every day in
so many different ways, and
those who encourage you at
home,

“And every day you learn
more about Jesus who is
your friend who will always
be there for you because he
loves you and cares for you
— that is the most important
lesson you will ever learn.”
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Geraldine walks from home
to Rome and meets the Pope

PARISHIONER  from

St Catherine Labouré
parish in Balornock, who
had a surprise meeting
with Pope Francis after
she walked solo from her
front door to the Vatican
for charity, now wants to
share her experiences with
parishes throughout the
Archdiocese to boost her
fund-raising efforts.

Geraldine McFaul, 54,
spent six months and cov-
ered 2000 miles last year
raising £15,000 for Mary’s
Meals and Dementia UK in
memory of her parents Pat
and Agnes.

She said: “Since I returned
people have been constantly
asking me is: ‘where are you
walking to next?

“I dor’t think I can top my
from ‘Home to Rome’ trek
but never say never I sup-
pose! In the meantime, I
want to honour and thank
all the kind strangers who
helped me throughout my
journey by sharing my sto-
ries and of course continu-
ing to raise funds for the
charities.”

The trek, which she com-
pleted in November, in-
volved a series of challenges
- not least since she pulled a
trailer with her all the way,
containing all of her camp-
ing equipment, clothes and
food while averaging 12
miles a day.

Throughout her journey in
the UK, France, Switzerland

BYBRIAN  and Italy, Ger-
swansoN aldine was, in
— her own words,

‘kidnapped
with kindness’ by strangers
almost every day.

She was fed, given a gar-
den camping spot or a spare
room to spend the night
and encouraged with good
wishes and donations for
the charities.

Then, when she got to
Rome, a surprise was wait-
ing for her.

She said:"I knew I had two
tickets for the General Audi-
ence and was delighted that
my 94-year-old godfather,
Desmond McGowan, was
going to be there with me.

“It was only when I went
to collect the tickets the day

before the Audience, that I
discovered that I was to be
presented to Pope Francis.

“Massive thanks for this
surprise go to my Parish
Priest Canon Anthony Gal-
lagher and Archbishop Wil-
liam Nolan.

“It was such a beautiful
and fantastic experience just
to be near the Pope in front
of the audience crowds in St
Peter’s Square.

“At the end, Pope Francis
was brought around on his
wheelchair to each person,
row by row.

“He greeted me with a big
beaming smile and held out
his hand.

“I gave him a box with two
books written by the found-
er of Mary’s Meals, Magnus

Picture: Vatican Media

MacFarlane-Barrow, along
with a letter from Magnus to
the Pope, explaining my ad-
venture and the work of the
charity.

“It was over in a flash, but

the memory and privilege
of that day will live with me
forever.”
B If you would Ilike
Geraldine to come
and give a talk at your
parish/group email her
on:Home2rome2023@
gmail.com

What’sonin the
month of May

THE GLASGOW CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL
invites you for a weekend of Renewal. An opportuni-
ty for deepening relationship with Our Lord through
a prayerful preparation for the feast of Pentecost.
Venue: 3/1 Victoria Chambers, 142 West Nile Street,
Glasgow G12RQ. Guest Speakers: Gary Stephens and
Daniella Stephens. Friday 10th May: 7 pm to 9 pm.
Saturday 11th May: 10:30 am — 4:00 pm. Tea and Cof-
fee provided. Bring a packed lunch on Saturday. For
more information phone: Minin 07448786569 Email:
glasgow.service.team@gmail.com

THE MEN OF ST JOSEPH: The Men of St Joseph wish
to invite all men over the age of 18 to join them for
monthly fellowship meetings, including the rosary,
Lectio Divina and Adoration. Meetings are held on
the 1st Thursday of each month in St Anthony’s Par-
ish House, 62 Langlands Road, Govan, G51 2BD. Con-
tact: themosj.scotland@gmail.com

THE SCOTTISH CATHOLIC EDUCATION SERVICE, Jus-
tice & Peace Scotland, and SCIAF, present the Lauda-
to Si’ Learning Festival — Growing Laudato Si‘in Scot-
land.Guest speakers are Dr Ben Wilson, Director of
Public Engagement at SCIAF and Laura Young ‘Less
Waste Laura Zero Waste Advocate and Environmen-
tal Scientist.The event will take place on Friday 10th
May 2024 at Sinclair Academy, Winchburgh 9am-3-
pm. Cost per person £20. Lunch included. More de-
tails at www.sces.org.uk

Your funeral wishes
At the lowest price locally.

Guaranteed.
Devotion to Our Lady flourishes as

Funerals from

£750

Fatima devotions resume for summer

HE month of May marks

the start of outdoor
Marian processions in the
Glasgow area in honour of
Our Lady of Fatima.

The two principal places
where the devotion is cel-
ebrated are at Carfin, near
Motherwell and Howwood
near Johnstone. The devo-
tions will begin again on
12/13th May 2024 and con-
tinue each month until
12/13th October.

The Vigil at Howwood
takes place on the 12th of
each month at 7.30pm and
includes a procession with
the statue, recitation of the
rosary and the celebration
of Mass followed by adora-
tion and Benediction.

The commemoration at
Carfin follows the same
structure and begins at

On 12th May at St Mary’s,
Whifflet, Coatbridge there
will be the showing of the
Fatima Film at 6pm followed

sion, led by the Childrens’
Rosary Group, Blessing of
the Roses, a talk and then
discussion in the parish hall
over tea and hospitality.

The annual national day of
devotion to Our Lady of Fa-
tima will take place at Car-
fin Grotto, on Tuesday 21st
May. Organisers are hoping
to have children from two/
three schools take part. The
day will begin at 10am with
a short film and talk on ‘Our
Lady of Fatima Mass will
be celebrated at 11.15am by
Spiritual Director, Fr Joe
McAuley.

The Blessing of the Roses
will follow thereafter.

At all these events the Fa-
tima Team will be on hand
to sell their ‘wee blue book’,
scapulars and to enrol per-
sons for the Fatima Pledge.

Terms and conditions apply.

Our Price Promuse

We promise to match the prices
of any funeral director within
5 miles of our locations.

TALK TO US ANYTIME
Whatever your funeral wishes or budget, we can provide a
funeral to suit you. Prepaid funeral plans also available.

JOHN KANE | Dumbarton | G82 1BA | 01389 888 071
JONATHAN HARVEY | Kilbowie Road | G81 6QS | 01389 887 146
JOSEPH POTTS | Belshill | ML4 1QU | 01698 442 991
JOSEPH POTTS | Blantyre | G72 0YS | 01698 442 955

T & R O'BRIEN & SON | Glasgow | G20 7QS | 01415 306 649

www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/local

We are very proud to be a Dignity Funeral Director,
providing a 5 star service to families across the U.K.

7pm. by a talk and discussion at Once a person is enrolled

The members of the World  7pm. the pledges are sent to the -
Association of Fatima Scot- On 19th May 2924 at St shrine at Fatima where they -l e e d ¢
land are sponsoring a series  Joseph's, Clarkston a Fatima  are placed at the statue of Dignity’ Customer rated

of other events to mark the
month of Our Lady.

Day will see Mass at 10 am
followed a Rosary Proces-

the Madonna at Our Blessed
Lady’s feet.

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Powered by Yext
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Sisters’ door is open to all

Iuspmsn by the charism
of St Vincent de Paul and
his love of Christ present
in all people, there is a
project, initiated by the
Daughters of Charity of
St Vincent de Paul, which
reaches out to all who pass
by its front door, inviting
them to pop in for a cup of
tea and a chat in the heart
of the east end opposite St
Michael’'s Church - we're
hard to miss!

The idea of the Listening
Heart was born partly as a
result of the Covid pandem-
ic which resulted in great
instances of loneliness and
grief in the lives of so many
people.

The timing was providen-
tial as it also met the crite-
rion of the Pope’s heartfelt
desire for the Church to be
one of outreach and accom-
paniment.

As volunteers, and for me
it is a privilege and a pleas-
ure, we received a thorough
course of training from the
Sisters and DC Services,
focusing on their charism
of serving our brothers and
sisters in a holistic way.

Coupled with times of
prayer and reflection, we
learned about <Vincentian

"y

GLENTON

HOLIDAYS
The time of your Uife

ST PATRICK'S COUNTRY

INCLUDES LUNCH AT NAVAN CENTRE

On this must do tour, learn about St Patrick's links to the Navan
Centre & Fort, one of Ireland's most important archaeological
sites. Look forward to guided tours of St Patrick's Church of
Ireland Cathedral, the No 5 Vicars' of the Cathedral and Armagh
Robinson Library, as well as St Patrick's Roman Catholic Cathedral,

A year on since we reported on the opening of
the Listening Heart Project in the Gallowgate by
the Daughters of Charity of St Vincent de Paul,
volunteer Maria McMahon gives an update on its
amazing work in this special article for Flourish

underwent safe-

Values’,
guarding training, created
our own logo and mission
statement and opened our
doors to offer a welcome
space to all.

From tentative begin-
nings, our numbers have
grown over the year. Our
welcome sign over the shop
door and windows is written
in a variety of languages, as
we are in the heart of a com-
munity comprised of people

Fill your heart with

Ireland &

of different races, languages
and religions. All are wel-
come.

We see each person who
crosses our threshold as a
blessing, a guest sent to us
by God. Our task, as volun-
teers, is chiefly to be good
listeners, to ensure that
anyone who comes into the
Centre leaves feeling uplift-
ed and happier.

The volunteers working at
the Centre vary in age and

PRICES INCLUDE:
e Dinner, B&B

® Coach travel throughout

e Return Irish ferry crossings
* Excursions as stated

e ABTA bonded

YOUR EXCURSIONS:

Navan Centre & Fort and Hill of Armagh
Learn about Celtic beliefs and St Patrick at this
ancient site with its replica Iron Age dwelling,
then enjoy an included lunch. Afterwards, it's
a guided tour of St Patrick's Church of Ireland
Cathedoral, the No 5 Vicars' of the Cathedral,
and the Robinson Library where you can view

background, but with one
thing in common - a desire
to meet the needs of each
person who comes through
the door. The words attrib-
uted to St France of Assisi
come to mind, “It is in giv-
ing that we receive”.

As well as being there to
listen, we also signpost our
visitors to specific organisa-
tions and agencies who are
often able to offer practical
help.

We also have very healthy
links with associated par-
ishes and other Christian
churches in the vicinity. On
our agenda is establishing
firmer links with our lo-
cal schools. The project is a
sterling model of commu-
nity and ecumenical out-
reach.

The Centre is going from
strength to strength, and
we look forward to the chal-
lenges which may lie ahead.

I% you feel you may have
something to offer as a
volunteer at the Listening
Heart, we would be delight-
ed for you join us.

The qualities required are
simple — love, respect, kind-
ness, time, a listening ear
and, of course, a listening
heart.

“Free Ferhhty Clinics

W

Fertility Care Scotland is a local charity which

teaches Natural Family Planning for couples

wishing fo space or achieve pregnancy naturally.

Our services are free of charge, but we fully

depend on YOUR support! For more information
or to make a donation, scan the QR Code.

Contact Fertility Care Scotland [J3T¥= E
info @fertilitycare.org.uk

www.fertilitycare.org.uk Bk

Registered Scottish Charity No. SC051574 SCAN ME

BROCHURE OUT NOW
CALL FOR YOUR COPY

Select GRAND TOUR OF IRELAND

TOURING HOLIDAY

Treat yourself to a wonderful adventure on the idyllic island of Ireland discovering its natural beauty along
with visits to stately homes, exciting cities, well-preserved historic towns, world-class attractions and even a
fun road train trip! Staying at hotels from our Select collection.

manuscripts and artefacts with a link to St Patrick.

St Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cathedral

Attend morning mass at this landmark, twin spired
church before a guided tour, viewing its beautiful
stained glass and mosaics followed by a visit

to the Cathedral's Museum. Afternoon free in
Armagh City.

St Patrick’s Centre, Medieval Cathedral of
Down & St Patrick’s Grave

Hear the story of St Patrick, then take in guided
tours of the medieval cathedral and to St Patrick's
grave.

Medieval Cathedral of Down and St Patrick's grave. Staying at
the centrally located Armagh City Hotel, which has a traditional
lounge bar, restaurant, pool, sauna and gym.

Select EXTRAS INCLUDE
“Door o Door™ senice

Luxury coach travel throughout
Leisurely coffee break with a sweet treat
Guided tour on one day of the holiday

' 11 DAYS &
a2 FROM
Sun 22 Sep £1199
HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS:

* Rose Of Innisfree Cruise ® Sligo ® King House ® Carrick-On-Shannon  Westport House
* Westport  Galway ® Birr ® Kilkenny road train trip e Kilkenny e Waterford e Bishop's Palace
® Irish Museum of Time @ Irish Silver Museum ® Dunbrody Famine Ship ® Dublin ® The GPO Museum

10492 AQ
1€) “BABTA
"‘O,E(_‘\.Q

Sun 29 Sep

CALL 0141 483 1445 TO BOOK, MON - SAT 9AM - 5PM
OR VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.GLENTONHOLIDAYS.COM

P6694 / Y0234
*Subject to availability. Conditions apply. E&OE
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SCIAF

Remembering the massacres of Rwanda

HIRTY years ago this

month Rwanda was in
the midst of the darkest
chapterinits history.

Almost one million
people were slaughtered
as neighbour turned on
neighbour as tensions be-
tween the dominant ethnic
groups in the country burst
out into bloody violence
across the country.

The genocide lasted
just 100 days but changed
Rwanda forever.

Just six weeks after the
killing spree, two SCIAF
staff travelled to Rwanda
and the neighbouring
Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) to oversee the
rescue and care of the trau-
matised survivors.

Duncan MacLaren,
SCIAF’s Director at the
time, was joined by Emer-
gencies  Officer  Joan
McErlean on the mission
to assess relief needs in
the hastily-built refugee
camps.

Duncan said: “What
was humbling was that
so many people from the
Catholic parishes of Goma
approached Caritas agen-
cies to volunteer their help.
They were assigned the task
of checking all the tents be-

tween the feeding stations
so that we did not miss out
on people with mobility
issues such as the elderly,
disabled people and preg-
nant women who couldn’t
make it to those areas.

“We could see there were
people living on the edge
of life, giving what they
had to help others in des-
perate need.

“We discovered that dur-
ing the genocide, not only
had neighbours turned
on each other but those in
mixed ethnic marriages
had been murdered too in
machete attacks and other
violent assaults. We heard
that there had been some
heroic examples of peo-
ple hiding and protecting
neighbours, but such inci-
dents were rare.

“What we found extraor-
dinary was that this had
happened in Rwanda -
Frobably the most Catho-
ic country in Africa. What
went so wrong?”

Joan, who had extensive
experience of working in
Africa, said: “We felt a pal-
pable sense of danger, es-
pecially in one of the border
camps which would seem
to be a place of sanctuary.

“The refugee settlement

at Goma was a chaos of
frightened people, some
who had run for safely
with their children and
who had lost relatives in
the massacre. The Rwanda
militia were never far away
— in fact they had also fled
Rwanda, (fearing retribu-
tion once the United Na-
tion peacekeeping troops
arrived) — but once in DRC
they moved around the
camps with impunity.”

The pair remember the
trickiest moment of the
whole trip, when their
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truck lost a wheel as they
travelled through danger-
ous terrain.

Duncan explains: “We
knew that if we stayed there
on the road our lives were at
serious risk and we needed
to travel on to a border
town for safety. Around us
was “a lost paradise” — one
of the most beautiful land-
scapes in the world, like the
Perthshire hills, but the re-
ality was that we needed to
get out of there.

“Then suddenly out of
nowhere came a Cana-

Duncan and
Joanrecalling
their time in
Rwanda

dian army truck with UN
soldiers and it halted next
to ours. Fixing the wheel
posed no problem to them
and we were back on our
way and they surely saved
our lives.”

Joan remembers the
group picking their favour-
ite Saint to pray to ‘rescue’
them from the situation.

She said: “I picked St
Christopher and I remem-
ber Duncan chose St Do-
minic. He worked wonders
for me in Nigeria, driving
an old VW Beetle on cha-

otic roads! Our prayers ob-
viously worked.”

In later years, Duncan
went on to become Secre-
tary General of Caritas In-
ternationalis in the Vatican
and answered the question
about how such a tragedy
could happen in a Catholic
country. He organised a
working group on peace-
building and reconciliation
which resulted in these
two elements being part of
the integral human devel-
opment approach which
SCIAF and many other
Caritas members follow
throughout the world.
SCIAFPs work in Rwanda
continues to this day.

Lorraine Currie, SCIAF
chief executive said: “SCIAF
was there for Rwanda in
1994 and continues to work
there now. It’s testament to
Joan and Duncan’s dedica-
tion that they made that
trip so soon after the dev-
astation of the genocide.

“While Rwanda has made
great progress in these
30 years, the violence has
left its mark and much of
our current work focusses
on supporting girls and
women who have suffered
sexual and gender-based
violence.”
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Getting older: a choice between going

IN a poem Serenade, Bra-
zilian poet Adelia Prado
speaks of a painful ache
we feel inside us as we for-
ever wait for something or
someone to come and make
us whole.

What are we waiting for?
Love? A soulmate? God? No
matter, the frustration even-
tually pushes us towards
a choice, go crazy or turn
holy:

Lam beginning to despair

And can see only two choices:

Either go crazy or turn holy.

And when that someone
or something finally does
come:

How will I open the window,
unless I'm crazy?

How will I close it, unless I'm
holy?

Either go crazy or turn
holy. The older we get the
more we realise how true
that is, how eventually that’s
the choice forced on all of us,
both by the way we are built
and the limitations inherent
in life itself.

Why? Is there something
wrong with life and with us?
Why can't we find a peaceful
space somewhere between
crazy and holy?

Well, the biblical preacher
in the Book of Ecclesiastes
offers a reason.

After penning that beau-
tiful, oft-quoted text about
how there is a time for eve-
rything — a time to be born

and to a time to die; a time
to plant and a time to har-
vest; a time to break down
and a time to heal; a time to
weep and a time to laugh; a
time to mourn and a time
to dance; a time to embrace
and a time to refrain from
embracing; a time to keep
silent and a time to speak; a
time for love and a time for
hate; and a time for war and
a time for peace — he offers
us this.

God has laid out a beauti-
ful rhythm for life and has
made everything beautiful
in its own time, but God has
put timelessness into the
human heart so that we are
out of sync with the seasons
from beginning to end.

God has established a
beautiful rhythm to nature;
but we, unlike the physical
elements and the plants and
the animals who don’t have
timelessness in their souls,
never quite fit into that
rhythm. We are overcharged
for life on this planet.

You find expressions of
this in literature everywhere
in both religious and secular
circles. For example, the re-
nowned German theologian
Karl Rahner used to affirm
that in the torment of the
insufficiency of everything
attainable we learn that here
in this life there is no fin-
ished symphony.

In that, he echoes Saint
Augustine’s famous line that
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is as true and apropos to-
day as it was 1700 years ago
when he wrote it: ‘You have
made us for yourself, Lord,
and our hearts are restless
until they rest in you'.

That single line expresses
both a non-negotiable un-
derstanding of the human
person and a non-negoti-
able path he or she must
walk. We don't have a final
home here and that's why
at the end of the day there is
no option other than going
crazy or turning holy.

It’s no surprise that Ruth
Burrows, the renowned
spiritual writer, begins her
autobiography with these
words: ‘I was born into this
world with a tortured sen-

sitivity and my path has not
been an easy one’.

While this motif is every-
where present in religious
literature, it is also present
in the thought of many secu-
lar poets, novelists, and phi-
losophers.

For instance, after he won
the Nobel Prize for Litera-
ture, Albert Camus, a pro-
fessed atheist, was asked by
a journalist if he believed
in God. He answered: No,
I don't believe in God, but
that doesn’t mean I am not
obsessed with the question
of God.

Why that obsession? Be-
cause in his thought he could
not make sense of the world,
nor find a fully sensible place

crazy or growing deeper in holiness

in it for humans, unless
there was a God. Without a
God, human existence can-
not make peace with itself.

He likened the condition
of someone in this world to
that of a prisoner in certain
medieval prisons, where
they would put a prisoner in
a cell that was so small that
he or she could never stand
fully upright or ever fully
stretch out. The perpetual
feeling of being cramped, it
was believed, would even-
tually break the prisoner’s
spirit.

For Camus, that’s our sit-
uation in life. We can never
really stand up fully or ever
stretch out fully. Eventu-
ally, this breaks our spirit
— and we either go crazy or
get holy. That’s also the ba-
sic view of other atheistic
existentialists like Martin
Heidegger and Jean-Paul
Sartre.

Go crazy or get holy!

Richard Rohr offers us a
third option: get bitter. He
submits that once we get to
a certain age, we have only
three options left open to us:
We can become a pathetic
old fool; or we can become a
bitter old fool; or we can be-
come a holy old fool.

Notice what’s non-nego-
tiable. We will all eventually
become old fools. We have
the choice only as to what
kind of old fool we will be —
crazy, bitter, or holy!

Revealed:

ociAL media is alive

with reels which cel-
ebrate a common inter-
est, career or lifestyle. It's
known as the ‘of course’
trend or #ofcourse.

I'm a florist, of course I
know the names of all the
flowers. We're nurses, of
course we'll take your blood
pressure ... You get the pic-
ture.

I think Catholic mothers
should get in on the act.
Here’s my take.

We're Catholic mothers,
of course we'll have the big-
gest Child of Prague we can
source on proud display in
the garden on your wed-
ding day.

We're Catholic mothers,
of course we know all the
Mass times in Glasgow,
at any hour of the day or
week. Ditto the Confession
schedule for Holy Week.
Just for your ease, we'll text
this to you in advance.

We're Catholic mothers,
of course well have a tasty

the litany of the Catholic mum!

fish dish ready to throw in
the oven when we come
home from the Passion. All
those years when you were
ready to eat a scabby dug by
4.30 on a Good Friday has
ensured we are well-pre-
pared. We're not too proud
to employ Plan B and pull in
at the chippie for fish sup-
pers.

We're Catholic moth-
ers, of course we'll sing our
favourite hymns to your
babies the first time we
meet them (Just before his
second birthday my eldest
grandson turned his head
around in the buggy and
implored me “stop Gran,
you're hurting my ears.”).

Last month when the

, .
Mary’s musings
Flourish columnist

Mary McGinty’s monthly
musings on faith and family

newest baby in the fam-
ily, Amelie Louise Rachael,
arrived, I gave her the full
four verses Guardian Angel
in the hospital the day she
was born.

We're Catholic mothers,
of course we pray to St An-
thony when we've lost our
keys. You should be glad
of this because it saves you
a lot of bother helping us
retrace our steps or rooting
around down the back of
the c01}11ch. X

I'm ha to report this
traditionpflljzs had 5 big up-
take in the family. A call
has just been put out for
prayers for the swift find-
ing of Amelie’s big sister’s
bedtime dummy!

We're Catholic mothers,
of course we have a stock-
pile of ‘holy cards.’ Aren't
you grateful when youve
got a Baptism of First Holy
Communion to attend in
the morning?

On the subject of cards,
were likely to have every
prayer card ever given to us
along with a box stuffed full
of funeral orders of service,
broken medals and rosary
beads in need of repair.

We're Catholic mothers,
of course we will pre-empt
any mention of a future
event with a ‘God willing or
a ‘please God.’

We're Catholic mothers,
of course our idea of a holi-
day is Rome or Fatima.

We're Catholic moth-
ers, of course youve all got
saints names. You can be
grateful our reading mate-
rial during pregnancy was
some version of Popular
Saints’ Names for Babies.
Otherwise  Polycarp or
Scholastica could have been

under consideration!

We're Catholic mothers,
of course you could make a
cross out of a palm before
you could tie your shoe-
laces.

We're Catholic mothers,
of course we have a medal
on the dashboard of our
cars.

We're Catholic mothers,
of course we send the en-
tire family a Happy Feast
Day text on the appropri-
ate day. Speaking of patron
saints we'll know the patron
saint of butchers, bakers
and candlestick makers.
That's St Luke, St Honore
and St Blaise in case you
wondered.

I'm taking a wee bit of
licence here. I don't believe
there is a patron saint for
candlestick makers so I've
included St Blaise as he is
the patron of candles.

Of course worth a shot
in any candle or candle-
stick emergencies, I'd have
thought.




A love of music, a welcoming
priest, and devotion to Mary
led Robert into the Church

OBERT Simans - violinist,

pianist, composer and tutor
- was baptised into the Church
days before he died, and after a
lifelong search for truth about
what it was to be fully human
that he found at the last in the
Catholic faith.

He was born in Harrogate,
Yorkshire, into a musical fam-
ily of Jewish ethnicity. An early
starter, he began playing the pi-
ano at the age of three!

Synagogue observance and an
obsession with music formed
his early life. Interest in sport ex-
tended no further than caddying
for his dad’s weekly golf games.

As a school pupil, he was not
the keenest. Rather dreamy, he
was often startled to be the target
of a well-aimed teacher’s black-
board duster.

Then came his Eureka mo-
ment, the first of several. A visit
to the school from the D'Oyly
Carte Opera Company caught his
imagination and he was permit-
ted to take part in workshop re-
hearsals. The music, the singing,
the sound! Amazing! Gilbert and
Sullivan’s operettas became his
life-long love.

His attendance at synagogue
continued and, at 13, he made his
Bar Mitzvah. Then he heard El-
gar’s Dream of Gerontius, based
on Cardinal Newman’s poem and
Dante’s Divina Commedia and
said he was converted! His fam-

ily reacted with con-
sternation.

Over the following
years much read-
ing and research
took place, from
CTS pamphlets to
CS Lewis, Pope John
Paul Il and Sister Lu-
cia’s remembering of
her Fatima experi-
ence. All happened |
in parallel with stud- l
ying music.

Fast forward through the Roy-
al Academy of Music, National
Service, employment as violinist
in orchestras, Catholic marriage
to Kathleen and settling down in
Glasgow.

Then there were the obstacles
that entered along the way and
some accommodation with the
atheism claim that fitted the fast
material world in which he lived.
All the while, he gave himself
tirelessly to voluntary work in lo-
cal schools introducing genera-
tions of children to the joys of the
world of music. It took two fam-
ily tragedies for God to re-enter
the scene.

A friend introduced him to the
then Fr John Keenan at Turnbull
Hall, the University Catholic
Chaplaincy, and their friendly
chats about the condition of the
world, the meaning of things and
where to find the truly human
turned out to be a spiritual ac-

companiment along
the way.

He attended Mass
at the Chaplaincy on
Sundays and week-
days, remaining
behind for private
prayers which con-
cluded with a fervent
genuflection. He led
a musical ensemble
there for Christmas
and Holy Week Lit-
urgies.

The faith that wound from the
synagogue of his youth was be-
ginning to see in its sights a last-
ing home in the Catholic Church.
It was not so much a break from
the past but an integral journey
from grace to grace.

A quiet and unassuming man
by turn, Robert planned to have
quite a public baptism as a testi-
mony to the faith he had now em-
braced. Illness overtook him and
he was baptised 6th March 2018
days before he died.

The Fatima apparitions always
had a fascination for him an
his magnum opus, a dramatic
cantata All of Light written for
Academy of Sacred Music Choir,
with soloists and orchestra and
Robert delighting to accompany
on the piano, was premiéred in St
Mirin’s Cathedral, Paisley, on 6th
October 2017, the centenary of
the final vision. It was PartI, The
Angel Prepares the Way...

Bishop McGill’s exam prayer

As pupils across the Archdiocese start
a gruelling schedule of exams this
month, Flourish republishes a prayer
composed by the former Bishop of Pais-
ley (himself a priest of the Archdiocese of
Glasgow) Bishop Stephen McGill, which
has been a favourite of generations of stu-
dents preparing for school and university

Dear Lord, please help me in my

examinations.

Help me to face them with courage,
steady in nerves and keen in mind.
Please help me to grasp fully

the questions that are asked,

to remember all that I have studied,
to express my answers accurately
and with the completeness desired.

Grant me dear Lord, a due sense of

timing,

and let me not waste precious minutes
in useless asides and unwanted

digressions.

Give me the wisdom

and correct any mistakes I may have

made.

for me.

for me.

Before I hand in my papers,

to examine what I have written,

and the alertness of mind to detect

Lord grant me success if success is good
But I know that you know what is best

With loving trust therefore I say,
Whatever the results,
blessed be Your holy will.

ART OF THE MONTH
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A painting for the
month of May

NTONELLO da Messina’s “Vir-
gin Annunciate” crafted dur-
ing the 15th century, reinterprets

the traditional Annunciation
scene by omitting the figure of
the Angel Gabriel.

In the angel’s absence it is the
viewer who faces the Virgin Mary
as her gaze moves from the Sacred
Scriptures. She raises her hand. Is
it in greeting to the angel or per-
haps to hold back his words, giv-
ing her a moment to frame her
answer?

Perhaps she has already made
her decision and needs to hear no
more of the angel’s beautiful words
of greeting.

The Virgin's serene countenance
conveys a sense of inner tranquil-
lity. The intricate folds of her robes
suggest a careful mind. She is the

2
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BY MGRTOM MONAGHAN

Immaculate Conception. The book
on the table hints at the fulfilment
of divine prophecy through Mary’s
acceptance of her role in God’s
plan.

By omitting the Archangel and
focusing solely on the Virgin Mary,
Antonello emphasises her pivotal
role in the Annunciation narrative
and almost forces the viewer to re-
flect on her unwavering faith and
submission to God’s will.

Look at her eyes and contem-
plate Mary’s inner thoughts and
emotions and the divine moment
unfolding before her. It is a com-
pelling meditation on faith, obe-
dience, and the power of divine
grace.

2
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PRAYER OF THE MONTH

God our Father, we honour the Blessed Virgin Mary,
greeted by the Angel Gabriel as she contemplates the

mysteries of your love.

Mary, Mother of God, be our intercessor and guide. May we
be inspired by your heroic virtue and humble acceptance of

your vocation.

Help us to live lives of holiness and service, always seeking
to do God’s will as we strive to bring about his kingdom on

earth.

This we ask through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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May is the month of so many lovely feast days

AY is a properly “fes-
tive” month! From the
great feast of the Ascen-
sion, through to Pentecost,
our weekdays mightreturn
to “Ordinary Time”, but the
Sundays mark the beauti-
ful feasts of the Holy Trin-
ity and “Corpus Christi”
(which, in fact, is the feast
of the Lord’s Body and his
Precious Blood).
Eachfestive Sundayhasits
own unique focus, but that
doesn’'t mean there aren't
themes which unite them.
In a sense all the Sundays
this month will invite us to
reflect on how we respond
to the great events we have
celebrated through Holy
Week and Easter, especially
by living in unity, prayer,
mission, and thanksgiving.

Seventh Sunday of Easter
The First Reading, from
the Acts of the Apostles, re-
calls 2 moment during the
period between the Ascen-
sion and Pentecost, a period
reflected in our liturgical
calendar today. The com-
munity seeks to complete

the group of apostles after
the loss of Judas and, after
prayer, Matthias is chosen.
It is understood as a mo-
ment in which the com-
munity’s longing for the
Spirit is already partly ful-
filled. There is a harmony
in prayer, discernment and
purpose.

That is what John (Second
Reading) encourages of his
community too, namely that
if we are true believers in Je-
sus, we will live as he taught
us, because he has shown us
the intimate love between
the Son and the Father. He
reminds us that he saw this
for himself, and, in the Gos-
pel, we hear of one of those
moments when the apostles
did get a glimpse into that
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union of divine love as they
witness Jesus praying to his
Father at the Last Supper.

It is a prayer of deep com-
munion between the Son
and the Father, yet in it he
prays for us, his disciples.
He knows there will be hard
times, but his love will sus-
tain us. This Sunday, we are
reminded of the importance
of that unity in prayer and
purpose, faith and charity,
which ought to mark the
community of believers in
the Church.

Pentecost Sunday

All of the options for the
readings today (for the
Vigil, the day Mass and the
optional ones for Year B)
are powerful. Quite liter-
ally, they all speak about the
Holy Spirit as power!

From the wind and fire
of the Acts account, to the
fountains of water at the
Vigil or the breath and mis-
sion given to the apostles by
Jesus in the daytime Mass,
nothing seems to stand still:
everything is in motion, in-
cluding the disciples!

If the Spirit moves pow-
erfully, the consequence is
no less potent: mission and
witness to the world. The
first community, united in
prayer as we saw last Sun-
day, now preaches in lan-
guages all can understand.
The disciples are sent into
the world. We profess in the
Creed that the Spirit “has
spoken through the proph-
ets”. Now, we are told, he
will speak through us too!

We are reminded today
that the gift of the Spirit
should move us to action:
to speak and give witness
to the Gospel; to engage in
ministry and service ac-

cording to the gifts we are
given; to bring Christ’s life,
peace and power to the
world around us.

Trinity Sunday

In today’s Gospel, Je-
sus uses words we know
well and use often: “in the
name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy
Spirit”. While this is war-
rant enough to speak about
the Trinity, it is only part of
what is being said today.

The risen Jesus (the Son)
has been given all authority
(by the Father) and sends the
apostles out (empowered by
the Spirit, as we saw last
week) to teach and baptise.
In the First Reading, the
questions Moses asks also
say a great deal about God as
he has made himself known:
God is creator of heaven and
earth, our maker, who has
spoken a “majestic’ word
from the “heart of the fire”.
As well as Creator (Father),
then, God is Word (the Son)
and Fire (the Holy Spirit of
Pentecost).

Where Moses tells the
people that this great God
calls them to keep his com-
mandments, Jesus tells the
apostles to teach the nations
“to observe all the com-
mands” he gave. His word is
the word of that same creat-
ing, revealing, transform-
ing God.

The people worshipped

www.franciscanvocations.org.uk

God, the Eleven fell down to
worship Jesus (though some
hesitated!) and Paul invites
us to cry out “Abba! Father!”
(imitating Jesus), now that
we are filled with the Holy
Spirit and have become
God’s children with and in
Christ.

Corpus Christi—The Body
and Blood of the Lord

The Temple in Jerusalem
must have been a messy
place, with all the animal
blood spilled in sacrifices.
But blood is a sign of life,
and so the blood of the sacri-
fices poured out on the altar
or over the people became a
sign of the life and the bond
shared between them and
God.

So, as the Letter to the
Hebrews tells us, the blood
of Jesus, poured out on the
Cross in a new covenant,
signifies that we are drawn
into a shared life with God.
What differs, however, is
that the sacrifice is not
“symbolic” but real. That is,
on the Cross Jesus pours out
his own blood, not that of
some symbolic animal. He
offers himself as the sacri-
fice. Because of that, there
is no longer any need for

B MHUIN

animals to be killed in re-
peated rituals since Jesus’s
blood secures a covenant re-
lationship which cannot be
broken.

Since he is also God, his
is a perfect sacrifice which
forges an eternal covenant.
Our Holy Communion now
is our share in that bond of
love which, though forged
through his death on the
Cross, is now undying and
eternal. As we take his Body
broken for us and his Blood
poured out for us, we are
drawn into that life and the
love from which it is born.
What a privilege it is to
share init!

If the Body and Blood of
Christ is the gift which seals
the new covenant, then hon-
ouring it and celebrating
it really seals our celebra-
tion of the Lord’s Passion,
his sacrifice on the Cross
and the life he now shares
with us, which we recalled
in Holy Week, rejoiced in
through Easter, are sent out
to announce at Pentecost,
and now cherish and live by
as the rest of the year opens
out before us.

How fitting it is, then, that
these months of Sundays
conclude with this amazing
feast!
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From prison cells to hospital wards,

the door is always open for the priest

ECENTLY we celebrated

Good Shepherd Sun-
day, and | was reminded of
the year I spent as Catholic
chaplain to a young of-
fenders’ institutionbackin
the 1990’s, filling in for the
regular chaplain who had
gone on sabbatical.

One of the chaplains from
another Christian denomi-
nation, someone whose
company I really enjoyed,
was an actual, working
shepherd from Ayrshire. He
would regularly bring in his
shepherd’s crook, a beauti-
fully carved wooden object,
as fine as any bishop’s cro-
zier, and use it creatively to
illustrate bible stories dur-
ing prayer services.

It was a very challenging
period of my life and one
which I learned a lot from.

One of the things I re-
member is that when I
would have the freedom of
a particular wing to visit
the cells of young Catholics,
having been given a mas-
ter key to open all the cell
doors on that wing, the way
of identifying the cell of a
Catholic was that there was
a green card inserted into
a slot on the cell door with

their name on it, along with
some other details.

It was then up to the
young offender whether
they wanted me to enter
their cell for a chat, or not.
In all the time I was there,
not one person refused me
entry, whether it was that
they really wanted to chat
to the priest, or whether
it was just something that
would break the monotony
of their daily routine.

It was the same with
Masses and services. These
were always very well at-
tended, for whatever reason,
and I can only hope that this
corporal work of mercy did
some little good, for at least
one or two young people,
during my time there.

This memory sparked an-
other, earlier memory from
the 1980’s when, just after
ordination, I was based in St

Fr Frank’s log

\ Fr Frank Keevins cp is Parish
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Mungo's, and we would take
turns at the weekend, fill-
ing in for the chaplain to the
Glasgow Royal Infirmary, a
member of the Passionist
community, so that he could
have a bit of time off each
week, usually from a Friday
evening to a Sunday after-
noon.

Hewould thenreturnfrom
his well-earned breather to
celebrate the hospital Mass,
aided by a team of volun-
teers who would ensure the
safe passage of the patients
from their wards to the
place where the Mass was
to be celebrated, and then
bring them back again.

When we were fulfill-
ing this role, the practice
was that, when the Catho-
lic chaplain was called out
to attend a patient, day or
night, and the patient was
administered with the Sac-

rament of the Sick, or the
Last Rites, as many people
still refer to them, the chap-
lain would then write on the
patient’s card that they had
been attended by the priest.

I think the intention was
that, if the patient was later
to take a turn for the worse,
then the nurse would be
able to tell the family that
they had received the Sacra-
ment, and so there was no
need to send for the priest
again.

Nine times out of ten, of
course, that family would
want the priest sent for
again, often at 2 or 3 in the
morning, but you just ac-
cept that as part of minis-
try, and part of a dying per-
son’s family’s vulnerability
at such a difficult time.

The detail I want to recall,
however, is that the note
on the patient’s card saying
they had been attended to,
had to be written in green
ink. So, between the green
card on the cell door of
Catholic young offenders,
and the green ink to indi-
cate that a Catholic had re-
ceived the Last Rites, there
was obviously something in
those days that associated

Catholics with the colour
green. I wonder what that
could be?

Of course, Good Shep-
herd Sunday is also Voca-
tions Sunday, and my main
job at that time, which was
my first appointment after
ordination in 1983, was as
Vocations Director for the
Passionists in Scotland.

I wish I could look around
our province now and be
able to point out all the
many members whom I
brought into the order back
then. Sadly, while there was
a decent number who joined
over the three years I was in

the role, they nearly all sub-
sequently left.

I could quote the great Bob
Dylan in saying that “there’s
no success like failure, and
failure’s no success at all”.
However, the privilege of ac-
companying young people
on their journey for a while,
trying to discern what God
was calling them to, even if
it wasn't to the Passionist
life, was something I believe
was worth doing, and not
really a failure at all.

As ever, protect yourself,
your loved ones and others,
and protect Christ in your
lives.

Next time you watch the news or read a paper, spare a
thought for the journalists working in war zones

I N my experience, thereis
nothing more scary than
being jetted into a war
zone. | know that for some
journalists it becomes a
way of life, and | admire
them for their resolve,
their bravery.

For me, it was a wake-up
calltobecomemoreinvolved
in the peace movement and
perhaps that's why I ended
up so dedicated to the aims
of Pax Christi as a world-
wide organisation and as a
Scottish action group.

Being driven through
a minefield in a vehicle
marked ‘UN’ was no safe-
guard — we were underway

efore the driver said, “I
should have mentioned to
you, theyre firing at UN
vehicles now.” Being held
at a check point with a rifle
shoved in my chest was no
fun either.

And in my experience,
thereisnothing more heart-
rending than encounters
with refugees or those go-
ing back to homes wrecked
by conflict.

The orphaned child who
takes your hand as you

walk through a refugee
camp lives with you forever
(her name was Ra and God
knows what fate awaited
her).

The image of the old lady
with legs so swollen she
could scarcely stand af-
ter fleeing dozens of miles
from her home to a refugee
camp - yes, that lurks in the

recesses of your memory.

The old couple explain-
ing how the soldiers came
to their little farm and
wrecked it, shouting ob-
scenities at them as they
cowered in a corner — that
still brings a tear.

But for journalists at-
tempting to bring us the
situation in Gaza, there are

none of these encounters.

If you wonder why the
BBC'’s international editor
Jeremy Bowenalwayssends
footage from Israel or Jor-
dan or Egypt, it’'s because
Israel won't allow foreign
journalists into Gaza.

Yet that is what serious
journalists are trained to
do, paid to do - to speak to

. Marian Pallister
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. focuses on the issues of the day

all ‘sides’, to bring evidence
to the outside world of the
situation on the ground in a
conflict.

Palestinian  journalists
and “civilians” send out
reports, images, and vid-
eos. And when the likes of
Bowen say that these can't
be verified, it isn't because
he is biased towards Israel
but because that’s simply a
fact.

Footage

We have also seen footage
produced in Gaza by Israeli
forces. Again, that can't be
verified. No outside news
agencies are there to check
out the facts, interview a
range of people, investigate
the truth. On-line journal-
ists can only bring us “the
truth” through Zoom inter-

views.

As Christians, we learn
that God is the essence of
truth, yet here we are in the
Holy Land unable to know
“the truth’. As UN chief
Antonio Guterres said re-
cently, “An information war
has added to the trauma of
the war in Gaza — obscuring
facts and shifting blame.
Denying international jour-
nalists entry into Gaza is al-
lowing disinformation and
false narratives to flourish.”

Pope Francis has said,
“Justice must always ac-
companyhtlile search for

eace, which presupposes
?ruth and freedlc))m.” PP

Pax Christi Scotland sug-
gests that only by seeking
the truth we can advocate
for peace and justice in to-
day’s conflicts.



Shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes
CARFIN

MAY
Every evening during May at 8pm, Holy Rosary at the grotto
Led by the primary school children of the Diocese of Motherwell
13th  7.30pm Monthly Legion of Mary, Rosary Procession, Mass and Benediction.
21st 10.00am Primary schools Fatima Pilgrimage
26th  3.00pm Legion of Mary Pilgrimage and Mass
JUNE
Ist 8.00pm Evening Prayer followed by all night Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
2nd 7.00am Morning Prayer concluding all night Adoration
7.30am Holy Mass for the Feast of Corpus Christi
3.00pm Eucharistic Procession concluding with Blessing of the Sick
7th 1.00pm Feast of the Sacred Heart, Mass for Sanctification of Priests
7.30pm Annual Pioneer’s Mass
9th 3.00pm HCPT Reunion Mass
13th  7.30pm Monthly Legion of Mary, Rosary Procession, Mass and Benediction.
16th  3.00pm Ukrainian Pilgrimage Mass
22nd Allday Catholic Military Association Pilgrimage
30th  3.00pm Motherwell Diocesan Hospitalite Mass
JULY
13th  7.30pm Monthly Legion of Mary, Rosary Procession, Mass and Benediction.
28th 1.00pm Grandparents Day with Mass
AUGUST
13th  7.30pm Monthly Legion of Mary, Rosary Procession, Mass and Benediction.
14th  7.00pm St Francis Xavier Choir Concert (Grotto fundraiser)
15th  9.00pm Torchlight Rosary in the grotto for Feast of the Assumption
18th  12.00pm St Andrew's and Edinburgh Archdiocesan Pilgrimage
25th  Allday Polish Pilgrimage
i VI EN
Ist 3.00pm Scottish National Pilgrimage with Papal Nuncio
8th 3.00pm Irish Day (Famine Remembrance)
13th  7.30pm Monthly Legion of Mary, Rosary Procession, Mass and Benediction.
15th  3.00pm Knights of St Columba Pilgrimage
21st  Allday SVDP Family day
28th  11.00am Salesian VVocations Pilgrimage
OCTOBER
Every evening at 8pm, Holy Rosary at the grotto
Led by the secondary school students of the Diocese of Motherwell
6th 7.00pm Rosary Sunday Torchlight Procession
13th  7.30pm Monthly Legion of Mary, Rosary Procession, Mass and Benediction.

’ VIBERN
8th 7.00pm Torchlight Rosary in honour of the Immaculate Conception
CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR CHANGES WWW.CARFINGROTTO.ORG
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