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St Patrick’s closure will
mark the end of an era

NE of Glasgow’s oldest
Oand best-known par-
ishes is facing closure as
population changes and the
shortage of clergy begin to
bite.

Parishioners at St Patrick’s
in Anderston were given the
news last month asitbecame
clear that the small Mass-go-
ing population faced insur-
mountable hurdles to keep
going with massive repairs
and increasing costs.

Parish Priest, Canon Paul
Gargaro, said: “Sadly, we
are now facing the situation
that the future of our church
and parish is not good.

“When we compare our-
selves with the other par-
ishes in our pastoral area we
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are the quietest
by attendance
at Mass and
by numbers of
other sacraments.

“When we look around the
church during Mass we can
see how few people are here,
Wwe can see our average age,
and we can see the poor con-
dition of the building.

“Our attendance at week-
day and seasonal services
is very poor. We couldn’t fill
one day for 40 hours, we
had six people at our Advent
penitential service, our daily
Masses and devotions can
sometime be attended by
only five or six people.

“The shortage of priests
means that the Archdiocese

information you require.

Neil +353 87 9588099

Three bedroom house (sleeps 5) one of which is en-suite
situated in Glassagh Lower, Gweedore. 5 minute walk to
Teac Jacks, 5 minute walk to beach, 25 minute drive from
Carrickfinn airport. House is on walking route, there are
several in the area. Please call for availability and any further

needs to send priests where
places are busier — there are
some parishes with more
people at weekday Mass
than we get over the whole
weekend.”

Compounding the prob-
lems faced by St Patrick’s
parishioners is the fact that
they are facing a medium-
term repair bill of almost
£2million.

Canon Gargaro said: “We
don’t have two million, and
there is no realistic way of
raising it, and even if we
could get it, would this be
the best way to spend it?”

He added: “We can ex-
pect the church to close, al-
though no final decision has
yet been made. The Archdi-

ocesan estates department
will now be looking at op-
tions for the future of the
building, including looking
for planning permission for
possible future uses (such
as conversion to flats, a ho-
tel, etc.). The money that is
made by selling the prop-
erty will be divided between
the neighbouring parishes.”

The church will remain
open until arrangements
for the future are in place,
to avoid the risk of vandal-
ism and neglect.

When the closure finally
does takes place the parish
will be made part of one or
more of the neighbouring
parishes (St Peter’s, the Ca-
thedral, St Aloysius) and the
boundaries redrawn.

Any process towards clo-
sure is likely to take at least
a couple of years — this may
be longer if the process of
looking at new uses for the
church is extended; or it
may be shorter if there is a
sudden need for expensive
repairs.

I'r is an annual journey
of faith that has taken
parishioners throughout
the Archdiocese from
Glasgow to Lourdes for
close on 75 years.

Only the pandemic led
to its cancellation, but
now for the first time since
his appointment two years
ago, Archbishop Nolan
will lead the pilgrimage to
the famous French shrine
which takes place between
12th and 19th July.

The Archbishop had
planned to lead last year’s
pilgrimage but had to can-
cel due to illness. Now he
is very much looking for-
ward to accompanying the
Glasgow delegation to the
French shrine this sum-
mer.

Shrine

Today’s pilgrims can fly
to Lourdes in a matter of
hours but for the first Arch-
diocesan pilgrimage in
1948, just three years after
the end of Second World
War, the journey took at
least 36 hours by train and
ferry.

No one is left to describe
what travelling on the first
Archdiocesan  pilgrimage
was like but in an interview

Mungo memory project

HROUGHOUT the sum-

mer the St Mungo
Festival will sponsor a
project aimed at sharing
memories — and Flourish
readers are invited to
take part with their own
contributions.

The project will be run
by New York artist Molly
Gochman (right). She said:
“The work I'll be showing
for 2024 will be about how
the things we hold onto tell
stories about our lives.

“To make it special, 'm
asking for scans or photos
of things that have mean-
ing for you — maybe an old
photo, a lucky charm, a let-
ter from someone special.
If you have an item that
youd like to share and in-
corporate into Memory
Collage, please scan (or
photograph) the item and
email it to me or hello@
mollygochman.com

“Use the subject line
‘Memory Collage’ and add
any information yowd like
to share about the item in
the email body.”

“I would love if peo-
ple would attend the live
memory collage on June 21
and June 22 from 7-10pm
at the Adelphi School at 5
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just before she

died,  Paddy
Sherry, a Lour-
des helper for
over 70 years
who passed away at the age
of 102 two years ago, said:
“It was a special train just
for Lourdes which left from
Central Station for Folke-
stone and I remember there
were always crowds seeing
us off and the train itself
was always jam packed.
“Some were on mattress-
es in corridors, others on
iron beds and everywhere
was cramped with a tiny
area to prepare food, but
we just got stuck in, you
didn't complain, you got on

Florence Street. They can
bring images and memo-
rabilia with them to scan
alongside others.”

If you have objects or
images — maybe an old
first communion day holy
picture, a wedding invita-
tion, an oder of service,
a missal that belonged to
a relative, a christening
gown or whatever — get in
touch with the artist and
help share memories of
faith and life in Glasgow
and beyond.

The project follows the
success of the recent Mo-
lendinar lecture chaired
by Archbishop Nolan. The
award winning journal-
ist, broadcaster and writer
Fatima Manji gave Lecture
on Friday June 14 at Glas-
gow City Chambers on the
theme of Glasgow’s built
heritage and the forgotten
histories of its builders.

with it.”

More than 200 million
people have visited the
Grotto since Our Lady ap-
peared 18 times between 11
February and 16 July 1858,
to 14 year old Bernadette
Soubirous who was canon-
ised in 1933. hesil

Every year the pilgrimage
has a %’hyeme bagef on the
messages from Our Lady to
Bernadette. The theme for
this year is: ”People should
come in procession”.

B For full details on how
to book for this year’s
pilgrimage visit info@
joewalshtours.co.uk
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Cathedral swap for Canon
Andrew as heis named a bishop

GLASGOW priest who

has spent much of his
ministry serving in the
Cathedral will soon have
a Cathedral of his own - in
Dundee.

For the Holy Father has
appointed Canon Andrew
McKenzie, Administrator
of St Andrew’s Cathedral,
Glasgow, to be the new Bish-
op of Dunkeld.

Canon Andrew, who is 59,
succeeds Bishop Stephen
Robson, who resigned due
to ill health in December
2022 and Bishop-elect Mar-
tin Chambers, who was
named to Dunkeld earlier
this year but died before be-
ing ordained bishop.

Commenting on the news,
Archbishop Nolan said he
was delighted, while recog-
nising that Glasgow’s loss
was Dunkeld’s gain.

The Archbishop said: “May
I congratulate Fr Andrew
McKenzie on his appoint-
ment as Bishop and may I

BYRONNIE also congratu-
convery late  Dunkeld
————— Diocese  who

now acquire a
fine priest as
their leader and guide.

“In his 36 years of priestly
service, the Archdiocese
of Glasgow and the wider
Church in Scotland have
benefited from his talent,
his commitment, his perse-
verance, and the high stand-
ards he has setin avariety of
ministries.

“He has shown care for
parishioners and care for his
fellow priests, with a devo-
tion also to the worthy cel-
ebration of liturgy and the
praise and worship of God.”

Reacting to his appoint-
ment, Canon Andrew said:
“I am humbled by the trust
that Pope Francis has placed
in me by inviting me to be
the next Bishop of the Dio-
cese of Dunkeld. With faith
in God’s guidance, and with
some nervousness, I accept-

ed his invitation.

“I look forward to get-
ting to know the priests and
people of the diocese and
to joining them in the work
of spreading the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. I take courage
in the understanding that
I will not be working alone,
for each of us has a role to
play in the work of evange-
lisation.

“I have good memories of
the diocese from a previous
role as Director of Priests for

Scotland when I was a regu-
lar visitor to Dundee at the
invitation of Bishop Vincent
Logan. I look forward to re-
connecting with people and
places.

“I know that this has been
a difficult time for the Dio-
cese of Dunkeld with the
unexpected death of Bishop-
elect Martin Chambers. We
remember him and continue
to pray for his eternal rest.”

The new Bishop holds a
degree from St John's Uni-
versity, Collegeville, Min-
nesota. He has worked in
seminary formation, as
National Director of Priests
for Scotland and with the
National Liturgy Commis-
sion and has wide pastoral
experience including time
as Parish Priest at St Joseph's
Tollcross and St Andrew’s
Cathedral. He has recently
been co-ordinating the pro-
gramme of discernment of
pastoral provision in the
Archdiocese of Glasgow.

FrJustine’s new book on power of the Rosary

ANEWI.Y published book
about the Rosary writ-
ten by a Glasgow-based
Nigerian priest has been
warmly praised by Arch-
bishop Nolan for its inspi-
rational content.

Father Justine Dyikuk,
an assistant priest at St An-
drew’s Cathedral, has spent
the last two years working
on the book while also stud-
ying for his PhD at Strath-
clyde University which he
will complete next year.

Entitled Me and My Rosary:
Theological Insights, Moving
Testimonies, the nine-chap-

ey Pulteshery
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BYBRIAN  ter book gives a
SWANSON  comprehensive
history of the
Rosary  while
encouraging readers to
make it an integral part of
their daily lives.

In his foreword Archbish-
op Nolan writes: “Fr Justine's
book delves into the history
of the Rosary and unveils
the theological truths that
the mysteries proclaim.

“Personal testimonies
reveal to us the great spir-
itual effects that this prayer
has had, and how lives have
been changed.

“With the ‘Hail Mary’ atits
heart, the Rosary inspires
devotion to Mary, mother of
Jesus and our mother. The
months of May and Octo-
ber are especially associated
with this prayer.

“May Me and My Rosary
inspire more people to pick
up their Rosary beads and
pray. May it also deepen our
devotion to Mary and reas-
sure us of the salvation that
Christ has won for us.

“As we pray the Rosary in
the troubled times we live,
may it sustain our faith as
it has sustained the faith of
previous generations.”

FrJustine, who already has
a PhD in journalism and has
won numerous awards for
his writing, said: “This year I
will celebrate 15 years of the
priesthood and it seemed
the right time to celebrate
the Rosary in a book and to
reveal what it means to me.
And perhaps more impor-
tantly reveal how crucial
devotion to our Most Hol
Mother is to all who reac
out to her in prayer.”

Fr Justine’s book, priced
at £10, will be on sale at
St Andrew’s Cathedral book-
shop and the Pauline book-
shop in St Enoch Square.
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24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

SERVICE ROOM AVAILABLE WITH
PRIVATE REST ROOM

HEADSTONES AND MEMORIALS

Knightswo
s

i e e i

Golden Charter

GLASGOW'’S OLDEST TRADITIONAL
MANUFACTURING SILVERSMITH

VISIONS IN SILVER

Specialist in
quality repairs
and restoration
of all silverware

Call into our workshop at 34 Ar
3rd Floor, Glasgow G2 8BD
Telephone 0141 204 1083 br 07957 834265
www.visionsinsiISle'lf'.co.uk

Bernard Corvigan Led

WHOLESALE FISHMONGER -

POULTERER & GAME DEALER

| KEPPOCHHILL PLACE
PORT DUNDAS BUSINESS PARK
GLASGOW G21 IHS

Telephone: 0141 552 4368 « Fax: 0141-552 4731

Hughes Shaughnessy

McFarlane
INCORPORATING McDAID FARRELL

SOLICITORS
OUR SERVICES

Residential conveyancing
Wills
Powers of attorney
Guardianships
Executry

Get in touch!

216 Kilmarnock Road, Shawlands,
Glasgow G43 1TY - 0141 636 5115

256 Castlemilk Road, Kings Park,

Glasgow G44 4LB - 0141 649 9772

20 Croftfoot Rd,
Glasgow G44 53T - 0141 634 0437
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Fr Gabriel makesithome
toGaza after Iasgow visit

TN .

THE Parish Priestof Gaza
—whose visit to Glasgow
recently won wide acclaim
for shining the spotlighton
that martyred parish - has
finally been able to return
to his flock.

And to make the return
even more memorable
he was joined by his local
bishop - His Beatitude,
Pierbattista Cardinal Piz-
zaballa, Latin Patriarch of
Jerusalem who also entered
Gaza for the first time since
the war started and reached
the parish of the Holy Fam-
ily for a pastoral visit.

Together with the Cardi-
nal and Fr Gabriel came Fra
Alessandro de Franciscis,
the Grand Hospitaller of the
Sovereign Order of Malta
and a small delegation.

They met the suffering
population to encourage
them and deliver a message
of hope and support. Cardi-
nal Pizzaballa concelebrated
with Fr Gabriel at the Mass
in the parish church with
the local community.

Following his visit the Pa-
triarch said: “It was a great
blessing to be with the pa-
rishioners of Gaza. I was
among my people who are
currently enduring much
suffering from the war and

the  destruc-
tion it has left.
I brought with
me the promise of a new
life, and I was very surprised
that they were the ones who
taught me a lesson I will
never forget: their steadfast
faith, carried with heart-
warming smiles, left a mark
on me and my life.

“I saw hope and optimism
in their eyes. They told me,
‘We will stay here. As long
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as the church stands with
us, we are not afraid. I was
really impressed by their at-
titude.

“The scale of the destruc-
tion is unbelievable, and the
poor living conditions, such
as the lack of water and
electricity and the absence
of security, are dire.

“The sound of bombing is
frequent and is felt at every
moment. Despite this, I saw
unity among them, organ-

ising their daily lives in the
monastery, and managing
their use of electricity, wa-
ter, and food so that nothing
would be lacking.

“What else can I say: I
want to send a clear message
to decision-makers. Enough
killing! The war must end,
and avenues for various aid
must be opened to avoid an
imminent  humanitarian
crisis. I hope this nightmare
ends quickly.”

Glasgow joy at news of new saint

YOUNG layman who

has inspired Catholics
across the world with his
‘ordinary’ holiness is ex-
pected to be canonised...
and the news has been re-
ceived with particular joy
in Glasgow.

Blessed Pier Giorgio Fra-
ssati could be declared a
saint during the 2025 Jubilee
Year, according to the head
of the Vatican's office for
saints’ causes.

Cardinal Marcello Semer-
aro, the Prefect of the Dicas-
tery for the Causes of Saints,
said: “I would like to tell you
that the canonisation of
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati
is now clearly on the horizon
and is in sight for the com-
ing Jubilee Year.”

The news has been wel-
comed by the Archdiocesan
Youth Office.

Mairi-Claire ~ McGeady
said: “We are delighted to
hear this! Pier Giorgio is a
fantastic witness of sanc-
tity for our youth. He was
a young man who enjoyed
practical jokes, exploring
the outdoors and loved Je-
sus, recognising the need
to be close to Him in the
Eucharist.

“He was that friend that

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati J

you love to spend time with
as they make you laugh but
also because they encourage
you to be better, to grow and
become more yourself.

“It is our hope that his
example will encourage our
young, in particular our
young men, to live vibrant
lives, enjoying the adven-
tures of this world with
their eyes and hearts fixed
on Jesus, encouraging their
friends to do the same.”

Fr John McGinley, Parish
priestat St Mary’s Duntoch-
er, has a strong personal de-
votion to Frassati. He said:
“It will be a wonderful day
in the life of the Church to
see Pier Giorgio a declared
Saint. Over the years I have
visited his tomb in Turin
Cathedral and his family in
Pollone, the summer villa
where he died.

“Wanda and Giovanna, his
nieces well on in years, de-
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scribed to me
the  moment
his tomb was
opened in 1990 when St John
Paul declared him Bless-
ed. They saw their uncle’s
body uncorrupted and they
looked on the same hand-
some man who had died at
the age of 25 in 1925.

“For them this will be a
pivotal moment in the jour-
ney of faith for his fam-
ily and many friends around
the world who invoke his in-
tercession.”

Frassati, who died at the
age of 24 in 1925, was from
Glasgow’s twin city of Turin
in Italy and was well known
for his charitable outreach
and also as an avid moun-
taineer. On a photograph of
what would be his last climb,
Frassati wrote the phrase
“Verso LAlto”, which means
“to the heights”.

The phrase has become a
motto for Catholics inspired
by Frassati.

Pier Giorgio's canonisa-
tion will also be welcomed
by the St Vincent de Paul So-
ciety, which he joined in his
home city at the age of 17. He
dedicated much of his spare
time to taking care of the
poor, the homeless and the

sick, as well as injured ex-
servicemen returning from
World War I.

At an early age, Frassati
also joined the Apostleship
of Prayer, obtaining permis-
sion to receive daily Com-
munion, which was rare at
the time.

Frassati was considered
extraordinary in his “ordi-
nariness.” His outgoing per-
sonality and large friendship
group is held up as a counter
to the stereotype of saints
as shy reclusive people who
do not enjoy life because
they are pining for the next
world.

Frassati died of polio on 4
July 1925. His doctors later
speculated that the young
man had caught polio while
serving the sick.

Pope John Paul I, who be-
atified Frassatiin1990, called
him a “man of the Eight Be-
atitudes”, describing him as
“entirely immersed in the
mystery of God and totally
dedicated to the constant
service of his neighbour”.

Pope Francis recently ad-
dressed the youth of the
world during the first ever
papal visit to Venice’s Bien-
nale festival, offering a stir-
ring message and call to ac-

SSVP marks 50
years on city streets

MmAss of thanksgiv-

ing will be held later
this month to mark 5o
years since the Society of
St Vincent de Paul began
theirspecial apostolateto
those who live on the mar-
gins of society in Glasgow
City Centre.

It will take place in Our
Lady of Good Counsel,
Dennistoun, on Monda
June 17 at 7:30 when paris
priest Father Joseph Lap-
pin will be the celebrant.

It has been organised
by members by Our Lady
of Wayside Conference
who work out of the Fred-
eric Ozanam Centre in the
Bridgegate.

In the past 5o years,
first from their base in the
Candleriggs, then Parnie
Street and for the past
17 years in their present
home, the SSVP members
have been caring for the
poor, the desperate and
the displaced.

They provide essential
personal items, clothing,
food and companionship
in a safe and caring envi-
ronment following their
simple philosophy of wel-

coming the stranger.
No one is turned away.

Conference ~ member
Bernice Brady, who helped
organise the Mass, said:
“The pandemic and social
disruption still affect those
we help the but the Confer-
ence will always continue
to strive to help the poor.

“The Society has a legacy
of over 190 years in the
Archdiocese and the con-
ference of Our Lady of the
Wayside look forward to
the challenges of the next
50 years because we never
forget that the poor are al-
ways with us.”

judgmental

food,

transfer to:

Sort code: 80 07 61

%ewylon 0 .//a/(y r(
Wyside Glaé

At Wayside we offer no miracle cures but thanks
to the support of many people who give their
time or financial support, we are available to the
marginalised and the lonely 365 nights a year.

Our patrons can enjoy a warm, friendly non-
environment
themselves of the support on offer at our premises
in 32 Midland Street. They can also enjoy some
freshen up in our shower facilities and
spend time in prayer within our oratory.

whilst  availing

To find out more about our work please call in
and see us. We would love to show you around.
If you would like to support us financially this
can be done by cheque/ standing order or bank

The Legion of Mary Wayside Club

Account Number: 00906559
Please keep the work of the club in your prayers.

tion to “get out of bed and
accept yourself as a gift”.
“Remember that for God,
you are not a digital profile,
but a child, that you have a
Father in heaven and there-

fore you are a child of heav-
en,” the Pope said, adding
that young people must let
themselves be picked up in
a world that often wants to
pull them down.
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Archbishop will lead
Glasgow to Rome for
Holy Year pilgrimage

LANS have been an-
Pnounced for a pilgrim-
age from the Archdiocese
of Glasgow to Rome for the
Holy Year.

Next year, 2025, has been
designated a Jubilee Year
by the Holy Father and an
estimated 32 million pil-
grims are expected to flock
to Rome to visit the basilicas
and gain the Jubilee Indul-
gence.

With accommodation in
the eternal city filling up
quickly, pilgrims are being
advised to book early to en-
sure they can make the trip.

Archbishop Nolanwilllead
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the Holy Year pilgrimage —
returning to a city he knows
well, having studied for the
priesthood there during the
1975 Jubilee and later served
on the staff of the Scots Col-

lege in the city.

The Glasgow pilgrims will
travel to Rome in Septem-
ber, when the most extreme
heat of the summer is past
but temperatures will stil be
pleasantly warm.

Also included in the pil-
grimage plans will be a day
trip to Assisi to the city of
St Francis and St Clare and
pilgrims will take part in the
Holy Father’s General audi-
ence.

The cost will be £1200
per person. To enquire or
book a place call Alba Tours
on 01698 262941 or email
annemariecairmns@yahoo.co.uk

Indulgences revisited

for the Jubi e year

THE often-neglected
customofgainingindul-
gences will be highlighted
once more during the up-
coming Holy Yearwhich will
begin on Christmas Eve.

Pope Francis has grant-
ed a series of indulgences
for the 2025 Jubilee. Some
will involve a pilgrimage to
Rome to pass through the
Holy Door, but others can be
gained from home.

And in a first in the histo-
ry of indulgences, a plenary
indulgence can even be ob-
tained for abstaining from
social media for a day!

The full list of ways to gain
the Holy Year indulgence
which can be applied to the
deceased was published last
month by the Vatican's Ap-
ostolic Penitentiary.

All the ‘truly repentant’
faithful, 'moved by a spirit

BYRONNIE of charity, who,

purified through
the sacrament of
penance and re-
freshed by Holy Commun-
ion, will be able to receive
the indulgence, with the re-
mission and forgiveness of
sins’ say the Norms adding
that they should also pray
according to the intentions
of the Supreme Pontiff.

CONVERY

Rome

Pilgrims will be able to
obtain the Indulgence by
undertaking a pilgrimage
to any sacred Jubilee site, to
at least one of the four Ma-
jor Papal Basilicas of Rome,
to the Holy Land or to other
designated  ecclesiastical
sites, and taking part in a
moment of prayer, a liturgi-
cal celebration or celebrat-
ing the sacrament of recon-

ciliation.

The indulgence can also
be obtained by ‘devoutly
visiting any Jubilee site’ and
taking part in Eucharistic
adoration or meditation,
concluding with the Our Fa-
ther, the Profession of Faith,
and appropriate invocations
to Mary. It is foreseen that
each diocesan Cathedral will
be designated a Jubilee site
where the indulgence can be
gained.

The indulgence can also
be gained by visiting other
places in the world, such as
— among others — the two
Papal Basilicas in Assisi, or
the Pontifical Basilicas of the
Madonna di Loreto, the Ma-
donna of Pompeii, in Italy or
the Basilica of Sant Anthony
of Padua.

In the event of serious
impediments, people will

ITINERARY INCLUDES...

in the centre of the city.

HOLY YEAR PILGRIMAGE
TO ROME

LED BY ARCHBISHOP NOILAN
19th-26th September 2025

. B+B Accommodation at Casa Sanfa Lucia

. Coach transfer to visit the Catacombs, the
Papal Basilicas and the Scots College

. Coach transfers for Mass at Saint Peter's
and attendance at the Papal audience.

D Day trip to Assisi visiting the Tombs of
Saint Francis and Saint Clare

COST INCLUDES...

Direct flights with Jet2 departing Glasgow
Airport at 8.15 am on 19th September
(Includes 22kg hold luggage and 10kg
carry-on bag per person)

. Based on twin/double room.
Limited single rooms available with
supplement of £105

. Airport transfers and coach
transfers for excursions.

be able to obtain the Jubilee
indulgence under the same
conditions if they recite in
their own home or from
wherever they are impeded
from travelling, the Our Fa-
ther, the Profession of Faith
in any legitimate form and
other prayers compliant
with the purposes of the
Holy Year, offering up their
sufferings or the hardships
of their ﬁves.

Another way to obtain
indulgence will be through
‘works of mercy and pen-
ance’, and people may ob-
tain the indulgence by visit-
ing those ‘who are in need
or difficulty (the sick, pris-
oners, the lonely elderly, the
disabled...), ‘in a sense mak-
ing a pilgrimage to Christ

present in them.
Penance
The ‘penitential spirit’,

notes the Norms, is ‘the soul
of the Jubilee’ and therefore
the indulgence can also be
obtained by ‘abstaining, in
a spirit of penance, at least
for one day of the week from
futile distractions (real but
also virtual distractions),
from superfluous consump-
tion as well as by donating a
proportionate sum of mon-
ey to the poor; by supporting
works of a religious or social
nature, especially in support
of the defense and protec-
tion of life in all its phases.’

The full text of the Norms
can be consulted at the Vati-
can website.

INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS

& MAINTENANCE OF
ALL GARAGE DOORS

DALY GARAGE DOORS

Family Business With Over 30 Years Experience

Extensive range of doors including:
Henderson, Hormann, Garador,
Gliderol, Caradale, Novoferm et

e Electric operators installed
to new & existing doors

® Roller doors & spares

® Free estimates & advice

TELEPHONE: 01355 261601
MOBILE: 07821 679606

www.dalygaragedoors.co.uk
Email: markpdaly@blueyonder.co.uk
1 Kendal Road, East Kilbride G75 8QTl

24 Hour |

Call-Out

St Nicholas Care Fund

Thank you to all our generous donors, your continued support

means we can support some of our most disadvantaged

communities where the need is perhaps greater than at any time
since the Care Fund was established.

One off donations can be made via our website or be contacting
us directly. If you would like to arrange a regular monthly
donation, please contact us for information.

www.rcag.org.uk

pct@rcag.org.uk - 0141 226 5898
Scottish Charity SC029832
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Glasgow’s Dali masterpiece
takes Rome by storm

GI.ASGOW’S iconic image
of Christ of St John of
the Cross has proved a mas-
sive success in Rome as part
ofthe preparations for next
year’s Holy Year.

“Salvador Dali’s Christ has
conquered the world. For us
it is a joy to be able to think
that many tourists, and
many Romans will be able to
come and contemplate this
work because beauty really
does allow us to live better.”

That was the reaction of
the Pro-Prefect of the Di-
castery for Evangelisation,
Archbishop Rino Fisichella
(right), at the inaugura-
tion of the exhibition ‘Dali’s
Christ in Rome'.

More than 2300 people at-
tended the opening event of
the exhibition in the church
of San Marcello al Corso, in
Rome, as part of the ongo-
ing ‘Jubilee is culture’ series
of exhibitions, being held
in preparation for the Holy
Year.

In the Roman church,

from 13 May to
23 June, Glas-
gow’s  ‘Christ
of Saint John of
the Cross’, is being exhibited
for the first time next to the
relic-drawing - an ink on
paper sketch by Saint John
of the Cross, from which
Dali took inspiration for his
masterpiece.

Archbishop Fisichellasaid:
“The two works are deliber-
ately displayed together, not
only to give originality to the
event — indeed this makes
it unique — but above all to
help people understand that
beauty finds its deepest ex-
pression when it manages
to bring a person to the con-
templation of God.

“Those who have had a
mystical experience, a par-
ticular encounter with God,
can find themselves a source
of inspiration for more
beauty. Because where there
is beauty, a person lives well,
because his or her soul is in-
spired to go beyond its nor-

BY RONNIE
CONVERY

to a life of sile

\

’Il God call%e
ﬁ within a
communt offellow#'eekers7

The Cistercian monks at Nunra
offer such an opportunity.

With them you can praise God through
the psalms and liturgy at set times during
the day. You will have time to study the
ways of God and to meet God in your
lectio divina. And, you will find work
that will keep body and soul together.

If you have good reason to believe
God may be calling you to be a monk,
write to:

Vocation Director, Nunraw Abbey
HADDINGTON, EH41 4LW, Scotland
Or email: nunraw.abbot@yahoo.co.uk
Scottish Charity No SC022611

y

J

Adeje - Tenerife

complex. Sleeps 4.

Superb one bed apartment with sunny balcony
with remote control awning, overlooking pool.
Everything supplied. 100 yards from beach.
Restaurant, bars, pools, gym and entertainment in

Email officec@domsweeney.com for pictures.
£60 per night - Contact 07778 160193

mal limits.”

The Jubilee, explained the
archbishop, “is also a cul-
tural experience. That's why,
following the publication of
the Bull of Indiction of the
Holy Year, entitled Spes non
confundit, by Pope Francis,
we wanted to organise this
important event for the city

of Rome.

“The Jubilee experience, in
this way, can become a ‘door
of hope, and we hope that
those who come through the
entrance door of San Mar-
cello will, by contemplating
the crucifix, truly rediscover
the Hope that we all need -
especially at this time.”

Scots priest has the Pope in stitches

HAT happens when

you put together a
Scottish priest and an Ar-
gentinian Pope in Rome?
Clearly the answer is a lot
of laughter!

Mgr Aldo Angelosanto,
a Dundee Parish Priest,
was Scotland’s representa-
tive in Rome recently at a
meeting of Parish Priests
to discuss the next Synod.

And when the Pontiff

was introduced to the Scot
he immediately quipped
“Where is the whisky?”.

Mgr Aldo replied that
he had indeed brought a
bottle of the amber nectar
with him to Rome, but that
it had already been drunk
by the brethren taking part
in the meeting!

Mgr Aldo said: “What
an honour and privilege it
was for me to attend the
International Conference
of Parish Priests in Rome
last month. There were
over 200 priests from 99
different countries who at-
tended.

“There were some Parish
Priests, like myself, who
came alone - others had as
many as five or ten other
priests with them. In our
conferences we were split
up into language groups
with simultaneous transla-
tors, to help us understand
those of another language.

“The atmosphere was one
of greatfraternity, as we got

to know each other better,
sat in our groups and had
no seating arrangements
and met so many others as
we just chose where to sit
at each meal.

“Although this was a
meeting for Priests, it
dealt with topics concern-
ing Bishops, Deacons and
most importantly and for
the longest time, of the
role and gifts of the wom-
en and men, that is all the
Baptised, in the Church.

“The Pope insists, their
voice must be heard; they
have their part to play as
witnesses to Jesus Christ,

they have the dignity of
what the Vatican Council
called “the common priest-
hood of the Baptised”.
The role of women in the
Church was well talked
about in serious terms and
their role too in decision
making.

“Also the point was made
that if we truly want to be
a Synodal Church in our
local Parish, the Parish
Priest (or Bishop) cannot
be the one and only voice.
We need to listen to each
other. We need to bare
our wounds and hurts. We
need the love to trust in the

Holy Spirit and reveal our
hearts, in a loving way as to
how we experience what it
means to be church in to-
day’s world.

“Decisions need to be
made together, each hav-
ing a voice as our diverse
o%es and gifts (Charisms)
the Spirit has given us in
the Church. We were chal-
lenged by a noted theolo-
gian to consider the point
that some questions were
so dignified they did not
deserve an answer imme-
diately. And so we must
give the Holy Spirit His
space.”
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He has mourned the loss of his four children... but veteran

parliamentarian says assisted dying bill is a huge threat

Politician Dennis

couPLE of years ago

I joined the distin-
guished club of octogenar-
ians.

Since my retirement,
I have survived two life-
threatening illnesses but,
thanks be to God and the
National Health Service,
neither turned out to be ter-
minal.

I can think of many peo-
ple in my age group, some of
them very vulnerable, who
have experienced or who will
experience terminal illness
in their family and who may
feel pressurised to take the
suicide option in this pro-
posed legislation because
they do not want to be a bur-
den on their loved ones.

So to those who say that
individuals should have a
choice, I question wheth-
er anyone has the right to
choose a course of action
which could have devastat-
ing consequences for others,
especially vulnerable people.

Dignity

The consultation docu-
ment on the proposed bill
includes a so-called safe-
guard, whereby two doctors
have to assess that the pa-
tient is making an informed
decision without pressure
or coercion.

However, doctors may not
be aware of the source of
potential pressure and the
patient may not be willing
to admit to such pressure or
coercion.

The proposers of the leg-
islation claim that it is nec-
essary to ensure dignity in
death. I beg to differ and I
would like to share with you
a family story.

When I was first elected
to the House of Commons,
half a century ago, I was the
proud father of four chil-
dren. Now they are all dead
and one of my biggest re-
grets in life is that, because
of my work, I did not spend
more time with them.

I have probably had more
than my fair share of deaths
in my family and three of my
children died as the result of
terminal illness. I had the
experience of watching two
of them die and I would not
wish that on any parent.

However, I must say that,
in general, I found the
standard of National Health
Service treatment which my
children received was ex-
cellent and the standard of
palliative care in our local
Strathcarron Hospice was
first class.

As a result, my children
died in dignity and I beg to
differ from those who assert
that the option of assisted
suicide is necessary to en-
sure dignity in death.

Lethal

Supporters of assisted su-
icide seem to have hijacked
the word “dignity” in an at-
tempt to justify their case
but I fail to see anything
dignified about a doctor or
a nurse, having spent many
years training to save lives,
then giving patients a lethal
potion to destroy lives.

Whatever happened to
the Hippocratic Oath which
doctors were once required
to swear: [ will do no harm
or injustice to my patients.
Neither will I administer
a poison to anybody when
asked to do so nor will I sug-
gest such a course”?

I accept that there are
cases where there is justi-
fication in not prolonging
life but that is quite differ-
ent from actively assisting
someone to commit suicide.

In the case of one of my
sons, he spent his last few
days on a life-support ma-
chine but, when it became
evident that he was not go-
ing to recover, the medi-
cal professionals consulted
family members, who came
to the unanimous decision
to switch off the machine.

It was a difficult heart
rending decision but I have
no doubt that it was justi-
fied.

There is a world of dif-
ference between allowing
someone to die a natural
death and actively assisting
someone to commit suicide.

I would not have the same
respect for medical profes-
sionals if they were to be-
come involved in helping
people to commit suicide.

The proponents of the bill
prefer to use the euphemism
“assisted dying” rather than

warns of dangersin
assisted dying plan

Former MP and MSP Dennis Canavan has more
reasons than most to passionately oppose the
assisted suicide bill, having seen three of his
children die from terminal illness. Earlier this
month he was the keynote speaker at a Glasgow
conference organised by the Campaign Against
Assisted Dying aimed at raising awareness of its
implications and urging MSPs to vote against it
when it is debated at Holyrood in the autumn.

“assisted suicide” but sui-
cide is a more accurate de-
scription, because it would
require a health professional
to supply the lethal medica-
tion to the patient and for
the patient to take that le-
thal medication under the
supervision of the health
professional.

That is by definition sui-
cide.

People of different faiths
and cultures may have dif-
fering attitudes to death.
Personally I live in the hope
that, after I die, I shall be
re-united with the children
I have lost .

However, I respect those
who do not share that belief
and I say to my agnostic and
atheist friends: “Surely we
all believe in human rights.”

Care

I do not defend the sta-
tus quo. I firmly believe
that more effort and more
investment should go into
improving standards of pal-
liative care to make dying a
more pain-free experience
for terminally ill people.

However, in countries
where assisted suicide or
euthanasia is permitted,
any increased investment
in palliative care is less than
that in countries where such
practices are forbidden.

Previous attempts to in-
troduce similar legislation
in the Scottish Parliament
have failed but the consulta-
tion document on this latest
proposal claims that it has a
majority of public support.

I am not so sure about that
and I wonder whether the
implications have been fully
explained to the public.

Of course MSPs have a
duty to listen to the views
of the people they represent.
But they also have a duty to
try to lead public opinion in-
stead of following slavishly
in its wake.

Somake your views known
to your local MSPs. And I
say to my former colleagues
in the Scottish Parliament:
Stand up and be counted.
Scotland has the chance to
show a lead to many other
countries on this important
matter of life and death.

Carntyne teachers
getinshapeto
‘walk the walk’

IVE adventurous

teachers from St An-
drew’s Secondary School
in Carntyne are gearing
up for an extraordinary
journey along the iconic
Camino de Santiago to
raise funds for the Way-
side Club and Mary’s
Meals.

OnJune 28, the day after
schools close for the sum-
mer holidays, they will set
off on a two-week cycling
expedition that will take
them 700km across the
breathtaking landscapes
of Spain from Pamplona
to the tomb of St James in
Santiago.

Joint organiser and
deputy head of RE, Kevin
Quinn, a parishioner of St
Mark’s Rutherglen said:
“We firmly believe that
education extends far be-
yond the confines of the
classroom.

“By embarking on this
pilgrimage, we aim to
lead by example, showing
our young people the im-
portance of serving oth-
ers.”

The other teachers tak-
ing part are Maria Dav-
idson, Josh Devine, Eoin
Houston and Lee Mar-
shall.

The school has a very
successful Servant Lead-
ership programme which
encourages both staff and
pupils to volunteer every

Wednesday evening at the
Legion of Mary-run Way-
side Club.

The school has also sup-
ported Mary’s Meals for
over 25 years.

Kevin added: “The five
of us come from differ-
ent teaching disciplines,
including mathematics,
history, languages, and
physical education, but
what unites us is a shared
spirit of adventure and a
commitment to holistic
education.”

“As well as raising funds
for two charities close to
the heart of the school
we believe this adventure
will not only be a per-
sonal quest for growth
but also an opportunity
to forge lasting bonds and
strengthen the sense of
community in our school
and beyond.”

The Camino de Santia-
go is a pilgrimage rooted
in mediaeval origins. It
leads to the tomb believed
to be that of the Apos-
tle Saint James the Great-
er, in the crypt of Santiago
de Compostela Cathedral.
The Camino was, and still
is, Europe’s oldest, busi-
est, and best-known pil-
grim route.

Around 350,000 pil-
grims walk the route
annually with another
22,000 cyclists also tak-
ing part.

H To donate follow this link: https://www.justgiving.
com/crowdfunding/StAndrewsSecondaryCamino

Youcanfollowtheteachers’adventure onInstagram @
standrewsrcsecondary or Twitter @StAndrewsRCSec
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commg home’

¢ I 1’s like coming home”,

that was just one of
the comments from SCIAF
staff as they settled into
their new HQ in Glasgow’s
Archdiocesan Offices last
month.

The international aid
charity made the move from
West Nile Street, in a bid to
cut costs and move closer
to its roots in the Catholic
Church, settling on the third
floor of the glass building
next to the Cathedral.

Thanks to lots of hard
work, the SCIAF staff are
already feeling very much
at home, many commenting
on how nice it is to be by the
river and commenting on
the warm welcome they’ve
all received from everyone
in the building.

Mark Camburn, Director
of Integral Human Develop-
ment said: “The new office

makes me think a lot about
our partner the Diocese of
Quibdé, in Colombia. There
are some really interesting
parallels between the two.

“Our partners in Quibdé
work at a Diocesan building
on the banks of the mighty
river Atrato, right beside
the Cathedral. It is so simi-
lar to our new set-up, on the
banks of the Clyde, and right
beside the Cathedral. Maybe
it's because I'm planning a
trip to Colombia just now,
but I think about this link
every time I come into the
office!”

SCIAF’s Chief Executive
Lorraine Currie said: “To
move a charity from one of-
fice to another at the busiest
time of their year — Lent - is
no small undertaking. The
reason it was so smooth was
down to great collaborative
working between us and the

Archdiocese and of course
the tremendous hard work
and organisational skills
of our ‘move team. I can't
thank them enough.

Inspirational

“We have downsized and
it feels like a strong but lean-
er home for us. The move
has been a chance for us to
save some money. SCIAF,
like many other charities is
having to deal with rising
costs in the UK, therefore
this move will help us con-
tinue to ensure as much as
possible of our supporters’
donations to our mission of
helping the world’s poorest
people.

“All our staff seem to be
settling in really well and the
views of our beautiful Ca-
thedral, while we work and
attend meetings, are noth-
ing short of inspirational.”

Mass recalls Irish famine

NTERNATIONAL Irish

Famine = Commemora-
tion Day has been marked
in Glasgow with a wreath
laying ceremony in the
grounds of St Mary’s Cal-
ton to remember the dead
and displaced of the Great
Hunger more than 170
years ago.

It is estimated that one
million people died and an-
other one mil-

BY BRIAN )
swanson lion fled star-
vation in the
Great Hunger

years from 1845 to 1852 with
100,000 eventually finding a
new life in Glasgow.

The ceremony was one of
hundreds of global events

held on Irish Famine Com-
memoration Day, observed
annually on the third Sun-

day of May which this year
fell on Pentecost Sunday,
May 19.

At the end of Mass in St
Mary’s parishioners gath-
ered in respectful silence
round the An Gorta Mor
memorial sculpture which
was unveiled in the church
grounds three years ago af-
ter a six year long campaign
by descendants of those it
commemorates.

Parish Priest Canon Tom
White said: “We remember
their legacy, we remember
their adversity, and the
faith they passed on to us. It
is our duty and honour re-
member them not just today
but for all time.”

St Ninian’s High School Giffnock

Congratulations to all our Caritas Award winners of 2024 who
have contributed to our school and parish communities.
We are so proud of you all!

Let Youth
Flourish’

Head Teacher Mr Gerry O’Neil
Eastwood Park - Rouken Glen Road - Giffnock G46 6UG
Phone 0141 577 2000

St Andrew’s R.C. Secondary School

Putting Young People First

Congratulations to our
Caritas Award winners class of 2024

Our whole school community is very proud that you have
pursued all that is noble and worthwhile through works of charity,
the promotion of social justice and opportunities for all.

St Andrew’s RC Secondary School

NN « N ’,,/ A ,/’ \\.‘ Torphin Crescent, GLASGOW, G326QE
W | ( \ Head Teacher: John McGhee
- ) \ www.st-andrews-sec.glasgow.sch.uk
G @StAndrewsRCSec

All Saints R.C. Secondary

LOVE - EQUITY - AMBITION - RESPECT - NURTURE

The staff and pupils of All Saints would like to
congratulate our Caritas Award winners 2024.

The staff and pupils of All Saints would like to
congratulate our Caritas Award winners 2024.
Special thanks to our parents, carers, parishes

and our Chaplain Fr Anthony Gallagher, for their
spiritual and practical support throughout this year.

All Saints Secondary School

299 Ryehill Road - Glasgow G21 3EN
0141 582 0010

Website: www.allsaints-sec.glasgow.sch.uk
Twitter: Follow us @allsaintsrcsec




June 2024 FLOURISH

CARITAS AWARDS

St Ninian’s is up for ‘education Oscars’

T Ninian’s High in

Kirkintilloch, which re-
cently celebrated its 150th
anniversary, has been
shortlisted in the prestig-
ious ‘education Oscars’ for
the fifth time.

It is the only Scottish
nominee for Secondary
School of the Year at the
2024 Times Educational Sup-
plement (TES) awards, which
recognises the best teachers
and schools across the UK.

And if St Ninian’s name
is inside the winner’s en-
velope at the lavish awards
ceremony in the Grosvenor
Hotel, Park Lane, on June
21st it will crown an illustri-
ous career for head teacher

ANNIVERSARY
1874 - 2024

Paul McLaughlin who is re-
tiring after being in the post
for 20 years.

Afewdaysafter theawards
ceremony, on June 25, a Mass
of thanksgiving will be held
to mark his outstanding ca-
reer in education.

Career

That career included spells
at St Stephem’s Port Glas-
gow, St Ninian's, Giffnock,
followed by stints at St John
Ogilvie, Hamilton, Holyrood
Secondary, Glasgow before
taking up his current role at
St Ninian's Kirkintilloch.

He said: “To be recognised
at such prestigious awards
in this, the 150th anniver-
sary of our school, is par-
ticularly pleasing. This is the
fifth time we have reached

The staff and pupils of Trinity
High school would like to
congratulate all of our Caritas
Award winners. Their efforts have
helped to build God’s kingdom of
love, justice and peace.

ACHIEVING

St Ninian’s High School, Kirkintilloc

™ ™

‘ ey “The Catholic values of the school are key drivers for change and improvement. ‘ =

All the school community work together to demonstrate a commitment to the
conviction ‘we all have more to give'”

St Ninian's High School HMIE report, March 2018

ANNIVERSARY

School Prayer
Heavenly Father,
We thank you for the graces you bestow upon us, We
ask you to ignite our school with your Holy Spirit.
Guide us with your love
And aid us in our everyday learning,
for all knowledge leads to you,
Through Christ, our Lord
Amen
Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom; Pray for Us
St Ninian, Pray for Us

The community of St. Ninian's
would like to congratulate our
CARITAS award winners and
acknowledge the outstanding
contribution they made to the
spiritual development of our school

community.

Bellfield Road, Kirkintilloch, G66 1DT

A

Congratulations to our Caritas Award Winners of 2024. We are so proud
of you all in what has been a very challenging year.

You have been fantastic ambassadors who have embraced our school
values — Respect; Learning; Community & Success.

Good luck in the future. qy*“é‘%a,
o

Head Teacher: Lisa Pierotti

Email: headteacher@st-paulshigh.glasgow.sch.uk
Address: 36 Damshot Rd, Glasgow G53 5HW
Tel: 0141 582 0040

S

EXCELLENCE
TOGETHER

this stage since 2010 and it
would be fitting if we were
to be ultimately successful
in such an important year
for the school.”

Head Teacher: Paul Marshall
Glebe Street, Renfrew PA4 8TP
Telephone: 0300-300-1444
@Trinityrenfrew

Congratulations

to all the 2024 Caritas
Awards winners

from the staff, pupils
and community of
Our Lady and

St Patrick’s High
School, Dumbarton

Our Lady and St Patrick’s High School

Howatshaws Road, Dumbarton G82 3DR

Tel: 01389 773920

SchoolOffice. OLSPSecondarySchool@west-dunbarton.gov.uk

www.olsp.org.uk

“At our school everyone will be helped towards their fullest spiritual,
educational, social, vocational and physical development.”

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR
CARITAS AWARD WINNERS 2023/24

Scotland’s only Catholic Jesuit independent school for pupils aged 3 to 18.

45 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6RJ | 0141 332 3190 | staloysius.org

Company Ltd by Guarantee No. SC405951 Charity No. SCO42545
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WORDS BY BRIAN SWANSON

PICTURES BY PAUL MCSHERRY

HEN Pope Benedict XVi

famously urged young
people to become ‘saints of the
21st century’ during his visit to
these shores 14 years ago, few,
even the Pontiff himself, could
ever have forecast how suc-
cessful that rallying call would
become.

Archbishop says we have
much to learn from the young

&

“TH E young people taking partinthe
Caritas programme have shown,
with their faith and hard work, that the
future is safe in their hands - because
they are the future.”

That was the uplifting message from
Archbishop Nolan in his speech of wel-
come at the start of this year’s awards
ceremony.

And the Archbishop had a confession to
make.

He said: “As you get older you tend to
look back to the past with rose-tinted
spectacles and you start thinking and say-
ing things like, ‘back in my day that would
not have happened’ or ‘we would never
have done that when we were young...

“But if you want to be cured of that ge-
netic disease all you have to do is come
here to the Caritas awards and be in the
presence of young people who have done
so much in the past year.”

Addressing the young people directly
Archbishop Nolan, who is Head of Edu-
cation for the Bishops’ Conference, went
on: “You give us the hope for the future,
you give us the joy of the present.

“What really gives us hope is that is that
you have voluntarily undertaken to do
all the work involved in Caritas to bring
some goodness into the world today.

“What you have given over these past
few months is something precious be-
cause you've given your time and there is
nothing more precious than giving your
time to be involved in so many different
ways in helping others and improving
our society.

“That is a wonderful achievement and
a great sign of the goodness in your
hearts.

“These awards are called the Caritas
awards and as you know Caritas means
‘love’ in Latin - it doesn’t mean romantic
love but rather love in action and that’s a
hard love.

“It's easy enough to love the world but
it’s hard to put Caritas in action, to go out
there and give your time and your efforts
and make a difference for people. That's
what we are celebrating today — the good-
ness in your hearts and the faith that has
inspired you.”

“Maybe your faith is strong, maybe
your faith is weak, but strong or weak
that faith has prompted you to volunteer
for the Caritas programme and has en-
couraged you to persevere and carry out
all the good you have done.

“So we all should stop looking into their
past and saying ‘in my day it was different
and so much better’ and instead look to
the future encouraged by the wonderful
efforts of all our Caritas winners — who
knows what they will achieve for their
own communities but for the world.”

His challenge was immedi-
ately and enthusiastically
taken up by the Bishops’
Conference and the Scottish
Catholic Education Service
and since then these young
saints have been marching
on in impressively growing
numbers, receiving awards
for work they do with par-
ishes, churches, schools and
as individuals.

Since the first awards
ceremony medals have
been presented to 15,000
final year secondary pupils

St Thomas A'q’uinas, Glasgow

- can you imagine the hours
of dedication that took?

And here they come again,
the class of 2024, spilling
out of hired coaches, im-
maculate in their uniforms,
swarming into the Clyde
Auditorium (to give The Ar-
madillo its Sunday name)
mobile phones at the ready,

clearly buzzing with noisy
excitement.

An excitement that was
not confined to pupils —
class teachers, school chap-

lains, education officials, parents
and grandparents, mingled in a
faith filled atmosphere of shared
pride.

The Caritas Awards Ceremony
was back to where it all began.

In that first year 450 young
people received their medals -
a figure that, by 2024 has more
than quadrupled.

This year, on a day when sun-
shine filled the sky and faith filled
the auditorium, 1700 youngsters
from 60 centres took part — the
term is used because some areas
do not have Catholic secondary
schools — and as ever it was not a
quiet affair.

The invitations by hosts broad-
casters David and Maura Currie,
who have loyally given their time
since the very first ceremony to
‘make as much noise as you cary
seemed superfluous!

Somehow the roof of the Ar-
madillo managed to remain in-
tact as they cheered, whistled,
and applauded as the by now tra-
ditional parade of school banners
took place.

Then it was

. e
time to hear of S
the many unique
ways, often re-

flecting the way
the world has
changed  since
2012, that young
people have un-
dertaken to help
strengthen their
faith and that of
others.

Fourteen years
ago, there were

no foodbanks, no energy crisis,
no Covid but each generation of
Caritas pupils responded to the
world as they found it, and, in
the words of scripture, ‘clothed
themselves in compassion’.

This included volunteering at
food banks, raising money for
schools in countries facing ap-
palling poverty cause by war,
famine, and disease, writing let-
ters of welcome to refugees, and
sending birthday cards to resi-
dents in care homes

Some raised money with spon-
sored climbs of Ben Nevis, some
worked with the Wayside Club,
some held the hands of those in
in hospices, while other worked
in community cafes, and collect-
ed money so that special needs
children could enjoy pilgrimages
to Lourdes.

Some ran eco-projects, helped
out in homeless shelters, visited
the sick and housebound, as-
sisted with the children’s liturgy,
or read the scriptures at Mass in
parishes and schools.

Faith-filled festival of young
lics’ commitmenttoserve

Another group recycled prom
dresses and cleaned and repaired
school uniforms to help those
facing hardship because of rising
energy and food prices.

But, as speaker after speaker
after pointed out, the award cer-
emony was not the end of a jour-
ney but rather the beginning.

And as one observer noted as
the crowds drifted away it was
about time we took pride in the
collective faith of our young peo-
ple upon whose future commit-
ment the Church relies.

And if ever there was a time
and a place to show that collective
pride it was on Monday June 3 in-
side a cavernous hall more used
to hosting rock concerts, panto-
mimes and conferences than ex-
pressions of Catholic faith.

The annual Caritas awards
ceremony, let there be no doubt,
remains a joyful and eagerly an-
ticipated fixture in the calendar
of our Catholic schools.
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St Ninian’s, Eastwood

New patron saint for the internet generation

OUNG people taking part
Yin the Caritas Awards

scheme this month will soon
have ‘one of their own’ de-
clared a saint by the Church.

Blessed Carlo Acutis, a
young boy born in London in
1991 and who died in Italy in
2016 is to be canonised during
the Holy Year — the first saint
of the new millennium.

It was during his 2010 visit
to Britain that Pope Benedict
memorably addressed young
people as follows: “There is
something I very much want
to say to you. I hope that
among those of you listening

to me today there are some of
the future saints of the twen-
ty-first century.

“What God wants most of
all for each one of you is that
you should become holy. He
loves you much more than
you could ever begin to im-
agine, and he wants the very
best for you. And by far the
best thing for you is to grow
in holiness.”

This speech was the inspi-
ration for the Caritas scheme,
and the canonisation of Carlo
Acutis makes that prophecy a
reality.

Fromayoungage, Carlohad

a special love for God, even
though his parents weren't

especially devout. Antonia
Salzano, his mum, openly
admits that she went to Mass
only for her first Commun-
ion, her confirmation, and
her wedding.

But as a young child, Carlo
loved to pray the rosary. Af-
ter he made his first Com-
munion, he went to Mass as
often as possible at the parish
across from his elementary
school. Carlos love for the
Eucharist also inspired a deep
conversion for his mother.

According tothe documents
gathered to support his cause
for sainthood, he “managed to

drag his relatives, his parents
to Mass every day. It was not
the other way around; it was
not his parents bringing the
little boy to Mass, but it was
he who managed to get him-
self to Mass and to convince
others to receive Communion
daily.”

The new saint-to-be’s mum
said: “He used to say, ‘There
are queues in front of a con-
cert, in front of a football
match, but I don't see these
queues in front of the Blessed
Sacrament'... So, for him the

Eucharist was the centre of
his life.”

Carlo loved computers and
playing video games. His
mother recalls that he liked
Nintendo Game Boy and
GameCube as well as PlaySta-
tion and Xbox. He had con-
versations with his gaming
buddies about the importance
of going to Mass and confes-
sion. He also set up a website
about Eucharistic miracles.

Carlo died on October 12,
2006, and was buried in As-
sisi.

His body lies in repose in a
glass tomb in Assisi where he
can be seen in jeans and a pair
of Nike trainers.

|

Business chief urges young
people to treasure the faith

HE lifelong value of receiving a Cari-

tasaward was highlighted in a heart-
felt speech delivered by Anton Colella,
Chair of the Executive Board of the Scot-
tish Catholic Education Service.

A former RE teacher at Holyrood Sec-
ondary School, the Shettleston-born
businessman is now Global Chief Execu-
tive of Moore Global, one of the world’s
leading accountancy firms.

After warmly thanking all those who
had worked tirelessly to make the event
a success he encouraged the young peo-
ple present to recognise the value of
the award that they had received after
months of volunteering.

He said: “Archbishop Nolan noted at
the beginning that Caritas was some-
thing precious and for those of you hold-

ing your awards in your hands right now
I'm not entirely sure that you know just
how precious itis...

“I can tell you that when employers in-
terview you and hear about your Caritas
award, you will have created a curiosity
and an intrigue in them.

“Today in the world of business and
work employers are yearning for young
women and men who are kind, who are
loving, and who are willing to be of serv-
ice to others.

“And they will ask what is your biggest
achievement in your life? I say the an-
swer to that is your Caritas award.

“The Caritas award is a precious thing.
It's a precious thing for the Catholic
Church in Scotland, a precious thing for
the people of Scotland, but above all a
precious thing for each and every one of
the award winners today.

“I want to encourage you that when
you apply for jobs over the next 25 years
to write down on your form that you
have achieved a Caritas award and tell
them your story.

“When I was in sixth year, brought up
in a single-parent family in the East End
of Glasgow, it was a time when I felt re-
ally lost.

“Then one day, at Mass, when I was
your a}?e, I encountered God an a way
that affected the rest of my life and I am
not embarrassed to say that in front of all
of you today.

“I pray regularly and there is one prayer
I want to share with you today and it is
this: ‘Lord, use me.’

“It's probably the most dangerous
prayer you will ever use because God will
take you up on it, for the benefit of the
rest of the human race, so who knows
where that prayer will take you.”
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CARDINAL NEWMARNHIGH SCHOOL

Turnbull High School

EAST DUNBARTOMSHIRE

Congratulations to all young people who have achieved the
Pope Benedict XVI Caritas Award and who have contributed to
their school and parish communities.

“Grow in holiness: become saints of the 21st century.”
Pope Benedict XVI

Congratulations from the parents, pupils, parishes,
chaplaln and staff of John Paul Academy

2 Arrochar Street
Glasgow G23 5LY
Tel: 0141 582 0140
Head Teacher:
John McGhee

ST LUKE'S HIGH SCHOOL

Head Teacher: Mrs Christine Downie
0141 577 2400
schoolmail@St-Lukes.e-renfrew.sch.uk
Springfield Rd - Barrhead G78 25G

ST AMBROSE HIGH SCHOOL

LEARNING TOGETHER IN FAITH HOPE AND LOVE"

14
Roccedt

NG
Q

Congratulatlons to our Cantas class of 2024 frorn all
within the St Ambrose High School community.

St Ambrose High School

Head Teacher: James McParland

65 Townhead Road, Coatbridge ML5 2HT

Tel: 01236 794899 - Twitter: @stambrosehigh

St Margaret Mary'’s
Secondary School

St Margaret Mary's Secondary School would
like to send warmest wishes and pray for God’s

blessing on recipients of Caritas Awards:
Abi Buckley, Molly Burns, Audrey Capraru, Mirin

) Chadburn, Kensie Diver, Nathan Doyle, Maisie
Kay Enright, Callia Georgariou, Valerian Igwegbe,
Lauren Welsh, their family, teachers and friends.

St Margaret Mary's Secondary School
9 Birgidale Rd, Glasgow G45 9N|
Tel: 0141 582 0250 Fax: 0141 582 0251
Web: www.st-margaretmarys-sec.glasgow.sch.uk
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New leaders for youth pilgrims

The staff, pupils & partners of 5t Roch’s Secondary congratulate all
af ouwr young peocple wha gained the Pope Benedict XV Caritas
Award 2023-24, by exemplifying our school motto, Alios Adiuva
(Heip Others) and our school values of FAITH & COMPASSION.

SIR

ALIDS ADIUVA

5t Roch's Secondary
40 Royston Rd
Glasgow GZ1 ZNF
0141 582 0270

Head Teacher: Mr. K. Herran

WHEN the members
of the St Margaret
Youth Group of Scotland
head to Lourdes next
month as devoted helpers
to the sick, there will be
two new leaders in charge
—and a new chaplain.

Father Edward Toner, of
Holy Family and St Nin-
ian, Kirkintilloch, who was
ordained two years ago,
syerian Wil tlake on t}ie

chaplaincy role
SWANSON  while  father
of two Sean
Henderson, 32, is the new
president of the organisa-
tion which has been tak-
ing young people from the
Archdiocese to the French
shrine for the past 48 years.

He succeeds Michael
Canning who, with his wife
Mhairi, devoted themselves
to the SMSYG for 33 years
before retiring last year.

And following their exam-
ple Sean’s wife Hayley, 31, a
pharmacist, will also work
closely with her husband as
unofhicial vice president.

The couple who came up
through the ranks of the
SMSYG have been to Lourdes
around a dozen times.

Sean, a principal teacher
at St Matthew’s Primary
School, Bishopbriggs, said:
“It is a genuine honour to
be taking on this role to help
nurture a new generation of
the SMSYG to serve the peo-
ple of Glasgow on a pilgrim-
age to Lourdes.

“It is a big leap of faith
deciding to come to Lour-
des for the first time as a
young person, a step into
the unknown. But I promise
you, it is one of the best de-
cisions a young person can
take. Give young people the
opportunity to act in a cer-
tain way and they will.”

Hayley said: “Lourdes is a
place of miracles. They hap-
pen every day, giving people
strength and hope, through
the friendships that are
made and the love, faith and
fun that is shared. It is truly
unique and special place
and I am so privileged to be
part of it.”

Caritas Award Winners!

ST AIDAN’S

“Seeking the best as we grow together in faith and learning”

Congratulations to all 2023/24

We are proud of the service you have given to our
community through faith witness.

e i

Important stepon

Mo, e

the way for East
End young people

1's always good when

younger people commit
moreofthemselvestolife
in faith, in the Church.

The second (of four)
Communities of the Neo-
Catechumenal Way, based
at St Thomas’, Riddrie,
received the Breviary (or
Divine Office) for praying
the Liturgy of the Hours,
from Archbishop Nolan,
earlier this month.

The psalms and read-
ings are prayed the world

over at similar times, by
clergy, Religious, and
many Lay people and par-
ish communities.

After the service, there
was a celebration meal in
the parish hall (known as
a Convivence within the
Neo-Catechumate tradi-
tion).

Congratulations were
extended to one and all
after their careful prepa-
ration and commitment
to Prayer.

St Mungo’s
top marks

CHooL inspectors have

praised St Mungo’s
Academy for its “warm,
respectful and purpose-
ful learning environment
which demonstrates the
school’s values in all as-
pects of daily life.”

The report adds: “School
staff fully support a pupil-
led Equalities and Equity
Group which promotes
cultural diversity through
event planning and class-
room learning experiences.

“This helps young people
to understand and respect
the wide range of cultures
represented in St Mungo's.”

Councillor Christina Can-
non, Glasgow City Council’s
education convener, said: “I
recently had the pleasure of
spending a day with the St
Mungo's young people and
I found that they were so
engaging and full of ideas
on what they were looking
for in their school and what
part of the learning and
teaching was having an im-
pact on their education.

“So, I am delighted that
inspectors have praised and
made a special mention of
the pupil-led equalities and
equity group and how pas-
sionate teachers and young
people are in celebrating the
school’s achievements.”

Your funeral wishes
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out more
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Legion’s tribute to a dedicated chaplain of souls

BY VERONICA MCNEECE
VICE PRESIDENT, LEGION OF MARY,
SCOTLAND

ATHER Des’s lifelong

devotion to theLegion of
Mary began shortly after
his ordination in1952 when
he was appointed curateat
St Teresa’s in Possilpark,
with the late Fr John Con-
way as parish priest.

Among the duties as-
signed to him was attend-
ance at the weekly meeting
of the Legion of Mary on a
Monday evening.

Fr Conway had been a cu-
rate in St Peter’s Parish in
Partick when the founder
of the Legion of Mary, Frank
Duff, visited Scotland from
Dublin with the intention of
establishing the first group
of the Legion outside of
Ireland. On 26th April 1928
the first meeting took place
in Partick and he saw at
firsthand how worthwhile it
could be in a parish.

Fr Des was attracted by
the atmosphere of the meet-
ings right from the start: the
praying of the rosary, the
reporting of the work that
had been undertaken since
the previous meeting and
especially the commitment
of members.

Fr Des continued to at-
tend the Legion of Mary
meetings and he threw him-
self wholeheartedly into the
spirit of the Legion, seeing
and serving Christ in others

in union with Mary, as the
Legion operates.

He immersed himself
in the activities of the Le-
gion within the parish and
throughout the diocese, the

junior Legion and the Sanc-
ta Maria Hostel.

As the Legion apostolate
developed and legionaries
became more committed
to reaching out in a spirit of
faith and friendship to all,
Fr Des would join them in
visitation to places like the
Isle of Skye.

While on a Peregrina-
tio Pro Christo (travelling
for Christ) Fr Des would
sacrifice a couple of weeks
holiday each year in order
to join teams of legionaries
on their missionary work in
Amsterdam, Haarlem and
various parts of Finland.

Devoted

For the whole of his long
and devoted priesthood Fr
Des would give spiritual di-
rection to legionaries and
in 1977 he was appointed by
the Bishops’ Conference of
Scotland as their national
spiritual director, an ap-
pointment that was to last
for 30 years.

It is not easy to put into
words all that the Legion of
Mary was to Fr Des and all
that Fr Des meant to all the
legionaries whose lives he
touched. His radiant smil-
ing face, the twinkle in his
eye, his hearty laugh, his

Ukrainians inspired by war poet

Avouuc Ukrainian
seminarian and poet,
whose verses are widely ac-
knowledged to inspire his
fellow citizens to resist the
Russian invasion, was the
special guest at a Ukrain-
ian Mass in Saint Michael’s
Parkhead last month.
Welcomed by members of
the Scottish Ukrainian com-
munity, many in colourful
national dress, Bogdan Fe-
syk who is currently study-
ing in Rome, was on a tour
of Scotland sharing his vers-
es with fellow Ukrainians

throughout the country.

Father Andriy Chornenko,
Vicar in Scotland of the
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy
of the Holy Family, who cel-
ebrated the Mass and wel-
comed his fellow country-
man told Flourish:

“Bogdan is a contempo-
rary poet, who has pub-
lished two poetry collec-
tions, mostly about current
events in Ukraine, how peo-
ple experience the war and
of course his poetry sup-
ports the spirit of resilience
and faith in victory.

T. McGowan & Sons
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“In Glasgow and other
cities, including Aberdeen,

Dundee, and Lockerbie,
where we have a chapel, he
presented his collections,
and recited his poems.
“Many people found it
interesting that he drew
a parallel between the

great Ukrainian poet Taras
Shevchenko and Robert
Burns!“

Father Andriy added: “He
graduated from seminary in
Ukraine, and is now study-
ing for a doctorate in moral
theology in Rome at Pontifi-
cia Accademia Alfonsiana.”

sense of humour, his love
of hearing “your story” and
his gentleness are treasured
memories.

It’s significant that Fr Des
went to God on Good Shep-
herd Sunday as we all saw
his likeness to “The Good
Shepherd” whom he loved,
served and imitated all his
long and blessed priestly
life.

A man of deep faith and
a deep life of prayer, he was
totally open to the Holy
Spirit and committed to an-
ything that he believed was
for the good of all, never giv-
ing himself credit for any of
the good news stories which
were plentiful.

His love of God and His
Blessed Mother were part
of his DNA. As a spiritual

director Fr Des was full of
wisdom and reassurance,
thanking God in all circum-
stances and he never failed
to reassure you, making you
feel precious to God, gently
inviting you to go deeper in
faith but always with great
humility. He was a humble
man and would readily ac-
knowledge whenever he felt
he had got things wrong.

It is not possible to write
about Fr Des Broderick,
without mentioning His
blessings. He always gave
you a profound personal
blessing that made you feel
$o at peace.

We thank God for the
blessing that Fr Des Brod-
erick was to the Legion of
Mary in Scotland, may his
gentle soul rest in peace.

‘Fr Broderick was
a real spiritual
father to me...

John Desmond Bro-
derick who was fondly
addressed by everyone as
Fr Des, was a humble, kind
and loving priest who dedi-
cated his life to Christ.

There are so many stories
about him which illustrate
his wonderful qualities but
for me one will forever re-
main in my memories of
him.

Shortly after he died, a
parishioner from St Teresa’s
Church, Possilpark, where
he served, told me that one
day, he was walking along
the street when he came
across a barefoot beggar.

Quietly and without fuss
he took off his own shoes
and gave them to the poor
man.

When he arrived at the
chapel house, the house-
keeper said, “Fr Des where
are your shoes?” He simply
replied in his quiet manner
and said: “Someone needed
them more than me.”

I first met Fr Des at the
University Chaplaincy af-
ter he led a wonderful Holy
Hour. I was so struck by his
holiness and humility that I
asked Fr John Keenan, then
Chaplain of Turnbull Hall,
now Bishop of Paisley, to in-
troduce me to him.

While speaking with him,
I felt I was in the presence
of a very holy priest. Little
did I know that this encoun-
ter would grow and that he
would become my spiritual
director, and I would be-
come like a daughter to him

Fr Des worked very hard
for Nazareth House for over
33 years of his 34-year stay.
He was always called upon

BY HELEN
BORDER

when someone
was dying or
very ill to pray
and sit with them.

It was normal for him
to stay overnight in some-
one’s room if they were near
death. He was such a com-
fort to their families who
were so grateful to him.

Of course, Fr Des helped
many residents not only
when they were ill or dying
but counselled many and
helped them to accept their
new home.

His Requiem Mass at St
Andrews Cathedral was
attended by 34 priests,
three deacons, a Bishop, an
Archbishop and over 1,000
laity which I found very
humbling.

Archbishop Nolan gave
a wonclerfulp homily W%ich
ended so fittingly when he
said he would always re-
member that wonderful
smile of Fr. Des that he al-
ways gave to everyone he
met.

Bishop John Keenan led
the service at the cemetery
which was so fitting too,
as I took Bishop John every
month to see Fr Des. They
had been friends for many
years, and he was also the
executor of Fr Des’ estate.

If there were three words
I could choose to describe Fr
Des, they would be: humble,
kind and loving. The man
with the Wondgerful smile
who worked so hard for the
Lord until the day he died.

Rest in peace my dear
friend and enjoy being home
with the Lord and his Bless-
ed Mother whom you served
so well all your life.
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How to react when you find yourself
scandalised by your fellow Christians

woORK and move within

church circles and find
that most of the people are
honest, committed, and for
the most part radiate their
faith positively.

Most churchgoers aren't
hypocrites. What I do find
disturbing in church circles
though is that many of us
can be bitter, mean-spirited,
and judgmental in terms of
defending the very values
that we hold most dear.

It was Henri Nouwen
who first highlighted this,
commenting with sadness
that many of the bitter and
ideologically driven people
he knew, he had met inside
of church circles and places
of ministry. Within church
circles, it sometimes seems,
almost everyone is angry
about something.

Thealgebraworks this way:
because I am sincerely con-
cerned about an important
moral, ecclesial, or justice
issue, I can excuse a certain
amount of anger, elitism,
and negative judgment, be-
cause I can rationalise that
my cause, dogmatic or mor-
al, is soimportant that itjus-
tifies my mean spirit, that s,
I have a right to be cold and
harsh because this is such an
important truth.

And so we justify 2 mean
spirit by giving it a prophet-
ic cloak, believing that we

are warriors for God, truth,
and morals when, in fact, we
are struggling with our own
insecurities, and fears.

Hence we often look at
others, and instead of see-
ing brothers and sisters
struggling, like us, to follow
Jesus, we see “people in er-
ror”, “dangerous relativists”,
“new age pagans”, “religious
flakes”, and in our more
generous moments, “poor
misguided souls”.

But seldom do we look at
what this kind of judgment
is saying about us, about
our own health of soul and
our own following of Jesus.

Don't get me wrong: Truth
is not relative, moral issues
are important, and need to
be defended.

But that doesn’t override
everything else and give us
an excuse to rationalise a
mean spirit. We must de-
fend truth, defend those
who cannot defend them-
selves, and be faithful in
the traditions of our own
churches. However, right
truth and right morals don't
make us disciples of Jesus.
What does?

What makes us genuine
disciples of Jesus is living
inside his Spirit, the Holy
Spirit, and this is not some-
thing abstract and vague.

St Paul tells us that we can
live according to either the

Scribblings of

the spirit

Flourish’s regular columnist,

Fr Ronald Rolheiser offers

practical insights each month

into improving our spiritual lives

spirit of the flesh or of the
Holy Spirit.

We live according to the
flesh when we live in bit-
terness, judgment of our
neighbour,  factionalism,
and non-forgiveness. When
these things fill our lives, we
shouldn't delude ourselves
and think that we are living
in the Holy Spirit.

Conversely, we live inside
of the Holy Spirit when our
lives are filled by charity, joy,

peace, patience, goodness,
constancy, faith, gentleness,
and chastity.

This may be a cruel thing
to say, and perhaps more
cruel not to say, but I some-
times see more charity, joy,
peace, patience, goodness,
and gentleness among per-
sons who are Unitarian or
New Age (people who are of-
tenjudged by other churches
as being wishy-washy and as
not standing for anything)

than I see among those of
us who do stand so strong-
ly for certain ecclesial and
moral issues that we become
mean-spirited and non-
charitable inside of those
convictions.

Given the choice of whom
I'dlike as a neighbour or the
choiceof whomImightwant
to spend eternity with, Iam
sometimes conflicted. Who
is my real faith companion?
The mean-spirited zealot at
war for Jesus, or the gentler
soul who is branded wishy-
washy or “new age”? At the
end of the day, who is living
more in the Holy Spirit?

We need, I believe, to be
more self-critical vis-a-vis
our anger, harsh judgments,
mean-spirit, exclusiveness,
and disdain for other eccle-
sial and moral paths.

As T.S. Eliot once said:
The last temptation that’s
the greatest treason is to
do the right thing for the
wrong reason. We may have
truth and right morals on
our side, but our anger and
harsh judgments towards
those who don't share our
truth and morals may well
have us standing outside the
Father’s house, like the older
brother of the prodigal son,
bitter both at God’s mercy
and at those who are, seem-
ingly without merit, receiv-
ing it.

HE Baptismal gown has
had its latest outing.
The newly minted baby
has been passed around
family and friends for the
general oohing and aahing
that newborns deserve.
The Christening cake has
been scoffed. Roll on the
next family celebration.
As a decidedly winter
family, from late October
to March, the birthday can-

the Happy Birthday song.

the warmer weather arrives
and we take the party out-
side.

One such

grandson. Whatever the

if he can't quite blow out his
own candle.

First birthdays are extra

Mary’s musings

Flourish columnist
Mary McGinty’s monthly

musings on faith and family

Gone are the days when

dles are barely snuffed out
before they are relit. The
long winter months are
pleasantly punctuated by

It makes a change when

celebration
this month will be the first
birthday of our youngest

weather our spirits won't
be dampened. His two baby
cousins are too young to get
in on the act so the older
ones will be there to assist

special and with his birth-
day coinciding with Fa-
thers’ Day it will be a double
celebration.

Our daughter-in-law
kindly delivered him last
year just in time for Fa-
ther’s Day to the delight of
father and grandfathers.
That wasn't the only cause
for joy. The new wee fella
was born on the feast of the
Sacred Heart!

Since the feast falls on
the Friday after the second
Sunday after Trinity Sun-
day this year’s solemnity
will be celebrated on June 7.
Our boy will next celebrate
his birthday on the feast
day in 2045 when he'll be a
young man of 22..

a staple of every Catholic
home was the image of the
Sacred Heart, classically
hung above the fireplace.
Attitudes and times have
changed.

Messenger

My grandparents’ Sacred
Heart image dominated
the chimney breast. On the
coffee table there would
have been the wee red Mes-
senger magazine.

My parents hung our Sa-
cred Heart enthronement,
a slightly smaller version,
on an alcove wall.

Perhaps my mum was
concerned that the placing
looked like a demotion be-
cause she had a fairly size-

Fond memories of those Sacred Heart pictures

able statue also on promi-
nent display.
Whenever I see an imaie

of the Sacred Heart it is like
being transported back to
childhood.

It is synonymous with
home. My own spiritual
comfort zone.

In an address at a recent
symposium in Rome to
commemorate the 3soth
anniversary of the appari-
tions of Jesus to St. Mar-
garet Mary Alacoque which
took place between 1673 and
1675, Pope Francis spoke
movingly of the devotion to

the Sacred Heart.

In a call for increased de-
votion to the Sacred Heart
he spoke of Jesus asking St.
Margaret Mary for acts of
reparation for the offences
caused by the sins of hu-
manity. He noted: “If these
acts consoled His heart,
this means that reparation
can also console the heart
of every wounded person.”

It was his hope, he said,
for a renewal and deepen-
ing of the “meaning of this
beautiful practice of the
reparation of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, a practice
that today may be some-
what forgotten or wrongly
judged obsolete.”

Now that I think about
it my repertoire for sooth-
ing factious babies to sleep
is somewhat limited. So
this month, even if I won't
be remotely tuneful I'll try
“Sweet Heart of Jesus, fount
of love and mercy, today we
come they blessings to im-
plore..”

It may not soothe the
baby but it will soothe me!




New translations of scripture
recordings will assist our
reflection on the Word of God

F you have grown used to the

familiar translations of the
Bible used at Mass for the last
halfcentury, then prepare your-
selffor new insights... for anew
translation is on its way.

The Lectionary, which is the
book that contains the Scripture
readings for Mass and the Sacra-
ments, is changing later this year
as part of the continuing process
of revising liturgical transla-
tions.

The process began with the Ro-
man Missal in 2011 and has con-
tinued with all the other liturgi-
cal texts.

The new Lectionary will use
the English Standard Version —
Catholic Edition of the Bible and
the Abbey Psalter.

The changes are intended to
make the biblical translations
more faithful to the original
languages, and to provide a text
for use at Mass that is more pro-
claimable and, where appropri-
ate, more inclusive.

Among the changes Mass-
goers will notice are:

« A complete Proper of Saints
with new saints and updated
national calendars for England,
Scotland and Wales.

Index: Fully indexed with
page numbers and Lectionary
numbers for all biblical
references, psalms and feasts

« Music: New music settings for

Gospel Sequences.

The Catholic Truth Society is
now taking orders from churches
for the new liturgical books, with
special editions for use in solemn
Masses, study editions and daily
missals.

The new translation of the
readings will sound slightly dif-
ferent to Mass-goers who have
been using the previous liturgical
books for decades, but to aid the
process of change people’s mis-

sals will also be produced with
prices starting at just £9.95 and
a new ‘Graduale Parvuny will be
published with introits for Sun-
days and Holy Days in English
and Latin.

The new liturgical books will
come into force on the First Sun-
day of Advent this year.

H Moreinfo at
www.newlectionary.org

Pope’s June prayer intentionis
for migrants and refugees

oPE Francis’ monthly prayer intention this
June is for “those fleeing their own coun-
tries.”
The Pope invited the Church to pray for this in-
tention in this month’s The Pope Video, which
is now viewable online at www.thepopevideo.
org
In his video, the Pope reminds Christians
that “whoever welcomes a migrant welcomes
Christ,” and laments how often this is forgot-
ten.
Inrecentyears, the number of people who have
been displaced has exceeded that during the
Second World War.
According to the United Nations Refugee
Agency (UNHCR), in 2023, there were 110 mil-
lion people forcefully displaced throughout
the world.
In this context, Pope Francis has repeatedly
askedthroughouthispontificatethatmigrants
be accompanied, promoted and integrated.
At the beginning of the video, the Pope says,
“The feeling of uprootedness or not knowing
where they belong often accompanies the trau-
ma experienced by people who are forced to flee
their homeland because of war or poverty.”
For thisreason, he exhorts, “we promote a social
and political culture that protects the rights and
dignity of migrants, a culture that promotes
the possibility that they can achieve their full

Picture: Imago Mundi

potential.”

Cardinal Michael Czerny, the Prefect of the
Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral Hu-
man Development, which organises the World
Day, said: “The Holy Family had to take refuge
in a foreign land because Baby Jesus’s life was
indanger... All of us are invited to welcome, pro-
tect, promote and integrate any person who has
fled their homeland to save their lives or who
are searching for a dignified future.”

_L.W"
]
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Artcan help us
to connect with
suffering humanity

HOMAS Benjamin Kennington

was a masterful artist whose
portraits, especially of children
and orphans, resonate with emo-
tion and social commentary.

His painting “Homeless” cap-
tures the human condition with
both sensitivity and realism. He
would be astounded by those who
seek to criminalise and jail home-
less people and rough sleepers.

In “Homeless,” Kennington
skilfully depicts the plight of the
marginalised and downtrodden
members of society. Through his
attention to detail and expert use
of light and shadow, he brings to
life the struggles and hardships
faced by those without a place to
call home.

The central figure, with bowed
head and weary posture, suggests
profound despair and resignation,
dealing with the harsh reality of
homelessness. Nevertheless, there

BY MGRTOM MONAGHAN

is a sense of dignity and humanity,
even in the face of adversity.

Despite the bleakness of their
circumstances, there seems to
be a quiet resilience and inner
strength. The artist not only high-
lights the social injustices of his
time but also, perhaps, of ours. The
painting allows us to recall the in-
herent worth and dignity of every
individual, regardless of their sta-
tion in life.

Thomas Benjamin Kennington's
“Homeless” is a masterpiece of
social realism that continues to
resonate with us today. Through
his compassionate portrayal of the
marginalised and disenfranchised,
he shines a light on the pressing
social issues of his time while also
reminding us of the inherent dig-
nity and resilience of the human
spirit.

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Heavenly Father, in the cold quiet corners of our bustling
cities, weary souls huddle without a place to call home and
often remain unseen, with struggles and hardships heavy

on their hearts.

Grant them, O Lord, Your comfort and solace. Warm them
in Your loving embrace and guide us to extend our hands

in compassion.

May we never turn a blind eye to their suffering, but work
tirelessly to build a world where all Your children find

refuge and belonging.

This we ask through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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There’s nothing ordinary about ‘ordinary’ Sundays

An‘:n the great seasons
of Lent and Easter,
and the beautiful feasts of
the last few Sundays, we
return this month to the
so-called “Ordinary” Sun-
days, that is, the “ordered”
or “numbered” weeks until
Advent.

We also resume our read-
ing of Mark’s Gospel.

We meet Jesus at this
point having called his dis-
ciples and having begun his
preaching of God’s King-
dom. So, in the Sunday
Gospels over these next few
months, we meet him in the
thick of his ministry in Gali-
lee, teaching, healing, even
calming storms.

But we also find him fac-
ing opposition. Not eve-
ryone welcomes — or even
understands — his mes-
sage, who he is or what
he is about. Maybe that is

our guiding reflection over
these weeks: we have cel-
ebrated the great events of
his death and resurrection,
but are we prepared to fol-
low him as faithfully in the
“ordinary” of life?

Do we really understand
who he is, put our faith in
him and live as he teaches
us? He shows us what God’s
kingdom is about: do we try
to show it in our way too?

Tenth Sunday, Year B
We hear of a serious

Notre Damesisters’
tribute to Sr Teresita

HE Sisters of Notre

Dame — whose work in
the Archdiocese of Glas-
gow has shaped the life of
countless Catholics — ask
you to join them in prayer
as they mourn the death
and give thanks to God for
the life of their previous
Congregational Leader,
Sr Teresita Weind, who
died on April 28th, after
a long and painful battle
with cancer.

Sr Teresita served as
Congregational Leader for
14 years (2008—2022) and,
in that capacity, visited the
entire Congregation, in-
cluding in the Archdiocese,
which she affectionately
called ‘Bonnie Scotland;
especially after her visit to
Loch Lomond.

She visited us in 2016
and was in regular contact
with us throughout her 14
years in office.

It was a pleasure to wel-
come Sr Teresita to Brit-
ain, and to Glasgow in par-
ticular.

She learned about our
reality by visiting our com-
munities and ministries.
She listened to our hopes
and desires and inspired us
to reflect on these within
the contexts of our congre-
gational charism, the calls
of our General Chapters,
the needs of the Congrega-
tion and the world, and as
members of the Church.

In so doing, she affirmed
our identity and mission,
and our identity as women
of the Church. In addition,

and to an ageing Province,
she affirmed the call to
each of us, regardless of
age, always to be prophetic
witnesses to the Gospel
and to our charism, as was
St Julie Billiart, our foun-
dress.

Prayer

This, she observed, re-
quires deep prayer. As a
leader, she strengthened
our roots and encouraged
us to act on that strength.

Sr Teresita was a charis-
matic leader with a qual-
ity of presence that earned
her universal respect. She
was a woman of deep faith
and prayer. The depth of
her spirituality and the
breadth of her vision con-
tinue to inspire us in all
that we can be as Sisters of
Notre Dame.

We thank her for her
leadership and pray that
she will continue to guide
us from her home of eter-
nal rest.

Rector of the Royal
Scots College,
Salamanca, Spain

charge brought against Je-
sus by the scribes: that he
is an agent of the devil! He
is beginning to face the op-
position which will eventu-
ally take him to trial and the
Cross. While he faces down
that particular challenge by
a parable about a divided
house, there is perhaps
something more painful
in his own relatives think-
ing he is “out of his mind”
(a phrase which might also
imply they think he is pos-
sessed).

We will hear again in a
few weeks about how the
people of his home town
don't accept him. Those who
are closest to him in human
terms don't seem able to
recognise who he really is.
When his mother and rela-
tives arrive, he tells us that
those who have faith, those
who realise what God is do-
ing in him, are his true fam-
ily.

yIf we know him as he
truly is and accept what he
is revealing to us about God
and his plan for us, then we
come closer to him than his
own blood relatives.

Mary - his mother and
ours — bridges the gap be-
tween his earthly and spir-
itual family, however, as
the one who most perfectly
“does the will of God”. She
is the one who overcomes
by her obedience the strug-
gle with sin brought to the
world through Eve and the
serpent (First Reading).

Eleventh Sunday, Year B
Today, we hear two short
parables about the King-
dom of God: it is like seed
secretly growing in a field,

and it is like a tiny mustard
see which grows into a great
shrub.

While few of us are farm-
ers, anyone who has tried
to grow plants or vegeta-
bles from seed can appreci-
ate the message: God is at
work even when we don't
know how, and even when
we don't think we're doing
enough to make it happen!

He is quietly, secretly at
work in the small things
(like the tiny seed), and his
presence, though perhaps
unseen by us, has an enor-
mous effect for good (like
the broad shrub).

In the First Reading the
prophet offers a similar
parable: a little shoot cut
from a cedar tree is planted
on a mountain and, when
it grows, it becomes a huge
tree. God’s work brings
great growth from even
the smallest of things. The
Kingdom is God’s power at
work, and, if we let it, it will
do amazing things in us, for
us, for others and for our
world.

Twelfth Sunday, Year B

If last week spoke of the
great effect the Kingdom
can have if we allow it, this
week we hear of one of those
moments in which Jesus re-
veals God’s power in a most
dramatic way, by calming a
storm at sea.

It threatens to overwhelm
the boat and the disciples,
but Jesus, quiet in the boat
despiteitall, simply tells the
wind off!

Awake, in the now-calm
boat, he quizzes the disci-
ples for their lack of faith.
Because he was asleep,
did they think he was not
present to them? Did they
not trust that, with him
in their midst, everything
would be okay, and they
would be safe?

Mark presents fear as the
enemy of faith. He is telling
his storm-tossed commu-
nity that Jesus is in control,

JERICHO

The Compassion of Jesus

Drug & Alcohol Rehabs., Refuge for Victims of Domestic
Violence, Supported Accommodation for the Destitute,
the Distressed, and all being ‘passed by on the other side’

A COMMUNITY OF MEN OF PRAYER
FOR OUR TIMES (founded 1970)

Vocation info. from Bro. Patrick Mullen,
The Jericho Society, Mater Salvatoris,

Harelaw Farm, Kilbarchan, Renfrewshire. PA10 2PY
Scottish Charity SC016909 Tel: 01505 614669
Email: theJerichosociety @ gmail.com

even if, at times, he seems
too quiet, or even asleep!

He is always with us,
calming our fears. God re-
minds Job (First Reading)
that he has tamed the sea,
whose waters were under-
stood as a symbol of threat,
chaos, anguish and every-
thing opposed to harmony
and peace. So, when the dis-
ciples ask the crucial ques-
tion, “Who can this be?” of
the one who has calmed the
stormy sea they have faced,
there can really be only one
answer!

Solemnity of Saints Peter
and Paul

Our Sunday sequence is
interrupted by the celebra-
tion of the two great Apos-
tles of the early Church
(transferred from its normal
date of June 29th).

There are two sets of read-
ings (one for the Vigil and
one for the Day). In the first,
we hear that Peter shares
in the healing ministry of
Jesus, but also that he will
have to share in his Cross.
This comes about only when
he himself has been healed -
of the pain of his denials of
Jesus — and responds again
to the call to follow the Risen
One, with declarations of

love.

We hear also of Paul’s call
and of his conversion from
persecutor to preacher. Both
great apostles had to under-
go change, brought about
by their encounter with the
healing, forgiving power of
the Risen Jesus.

The ‘Day readings’ focus
instead on the ministry each
is given: Paul to preach and
Peter to be the rock for the
Church. Both, we hear, fulfil
their tasks with the power
of Jesus working through
them. Neither “the lion'’s
mouth” nor the “gates of the
underworld” (not even the
bars of a physical prison!)
will prevent the growth of
the Kingdom!

Peter and Paul speak to
us about the same things
the parables and the story
of the storm showed us: of
strength and faith in the
face of difficulties and anxi-
eties. With Jesus’ power in
us and beside us, we can
face all things.

May the Apostles with
whom we end this month
pray for us in the things we
find hard, for the strength,
faith and hope we need as
we take up the call to follow
him (like Peter) over these
“far-from-ordinary” weeks.

www.franciscanvocations.org.uk
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New census figures are a challenge for us
to reflect on an ever-changing Scotland

AsT Sunday I celebrated

the 1st Holy Communion
Mass in St Mungo’s. The
previous Saturday 1 cel-
ebrated the 1st Holy Com-
munion Mass in St Roch’s.

While there is always a
certain amount of chaos
around these Masses, both
were lovely occasions, and
I appreciated the work of
those who had helped pre-
pare the children, whether
at home, at school, or in
church, to ensure that the
celebrations would go well.

Also last Sunday, my
grand-nephew was cel-
ebrating his 1st Holy Com-
munion. Unfortunately, I
wasn't able to get to that
Mass, as I had been able to
do for his brother a couple
of years previously, but I
was able to join the family
afterwards for the final hour
of the party, and it was good
to see them all and have a
good catch-up.

There were, apparently,
42 children in my grand-
nephew’s group in an out-
lying part of the city. How-
ever, between the two sets
of Holy Communions that
I celebrated, involving three
schools — St Roch’s, St Mun-

-
—_
ﬁi

go’s and St Martin’s — there
were only 25 children, which
has a lot to do with the de-
mographic in this part of
the city, and I believe that
next year the numbers will
be significantly fewer.

I dor't usually get into the
numbers game, but I have
been conscious this week of
the results of the 2022 cen-
sus being released, and the
decline in the number of
people, including Catholics,
who consider themselves as
being religious.

For the first time, less than
half of Scotland considers
itself as having any kind of
religion. So, who knows how
this is all going to play out in
the years ahead. All we can
do is keep the faith, live the
faith, and spread the faith
as best we can, and leave the
rest to God.

I have recently, on a few

Fr Frank’s log

Fr Frank Keevins cp is Parish
Priest of St Mungo’s Townhead

occasions, spent the night in
St Rocli's presbytery. It’s not
nearly ready yet for moving
into, and there’s a fair bit of
a journey to go yet until it
becomes the new residence
for the Passionists.

The reason for my occu-
pancy was that the house,
church and hall were due
to get an electrical and gas
inspection, and on each oc-
casion the contractors were
going to be coming early
in the morning. So, rather
than having to travel in from
Bishopbriggs in the early
morning traffic, I brought
down a few things, did a
bit of basic food shopping,
and made up a bed, in what
will mostly likely be my own
room once the renovations
are done, and was well pre-
pared to be on site for the
workers’ dawn arrival.

It gave me a feel for what

it might be like living there,
and it was fine. One notice-
able difference, though, was
the sound of traffic trav-
elling along the Royston
Road.

In Bishopbriggs the only
sounds we tend to hear are
the twittering of birds in
the wooded area out back,
and the croaking of a rare
breed of frogs that inhabits
the pond just beyond my
bedroom window.

However, having been
raised in Partick and Drum-

chapel, the sound of traffic
is something that am well
used to, and I find it easy to
settle into the rhythm of the
cars as being almost like a
prayer mantra.

Next weekend I will be
heading down to Selly Park
in Birmingham to celebrate
the Golden Jubilee Mass
of a sister who used to be
part of the retreat team in
Minsteracres when I was
novice master there back in
the early 1990’s. I am look-
ing forward to seeing a few

of the sisters there whom
I worked with during that
time, having retained a
great affection for them,
and great memories of what
they brought to Minstera-
cres during that period.

I haven't in fact seen
them since 2010, when I was
invited over from Dublin to
give a retreat to the big, but
mostly elderly community. I
remember that when the re-
treat was over, I wasn't able
to fly back to Dublin, be-
cause a volcano had erupted
in Iceland, sending an ash
cloud into the air and halt-
ing air traffic throughout
Europe.

I stayed on a couple of
days, indulged in a bit of city
sightseeing in Birmingham,
took a train up to Glasgow
to visit the family, and then
made my way back to Dub-
lin by bus, ferry and train.
Hopefully, there will be no
such dramas next weekend.
I didn't fancy the drive, the
train was too expensive, and
so I am going by bus!

As ever, protect yourself,
your loved ones and others,
and protect Christ in your
lives.

Joy and hope amid the devastation... despite the violence
and war, peace volunteers plan a mission to Gaza next year

I'M not one for festoon-
ing dangly things from
my rear-view mirror, but |
made one exception.

A member of the Ecu-
menical Accompaniment
Programme in Palestine
and Israel (EAPPI) who
spent four months in the
occupied West Bank in 2018
spoke to our parish back in
2019 and I've had the lit-
tle felt dove of peace she
shared hanging in the car
ever since.

In recent months, I have
felt the need to reach up and
touch that white bird, say-
ing a silent prayer that the
tiny green olive branch in
its beak might bring peace
to the Holy Land.

Many of you will know
other brave souls who have
worked with EAPPI, the
international programme
coordinated by the World
Council of Churches. People
like Philippa Bonella who
told my parish about her
experiences. They will have
worked in a team of human
rights monitors in the oc-
cupied West Bank provid-
ing a protective presence to

communities, document-
ing human rights abuses
and monitoring access to
education for Palestinian
children.

Their work was difficult
and exposed them to the
real meaning of the word
‘occupied’ in relation to the
West Bank.

You might think that
the current situation in
the Holy Land would have
brought such a programme
to a halt — surely it must be
almost impossible to find
recruits to spend time in
Palestine and Israel after
all that has happened in the
past six months and all that

may happen in the months
ahead? Monitoring human
rights abuses and provid-
ing a protective presence in
Gaza or the occupied West
Bank was daunting enough
before October 7, 2023.

And yet, EAPPI has been
recruiting. Its deadline for
applications was in April.

Once candidates are accept-
ed this month, there will be
interviews in June and the
plan — the hope - is to train
20 new EAPPIs for 2025.

That word ‘hope’ is one we
are hearing more and more,
even though aggression
continues.

When Fr Gabriel Ro-
manelli came to Glasgow in
April, he spoke of Gaza as
‘almost hell’ but added ‘yet
there is always hope. For
me, that hope was the very
essence of Fr Gabriel, priest
at the only Catholic parish
in Gaza who has been in ex-
ile since October 7.

And then there’s Zoughbi
Alzoughbi, founder and di-
rector of the Palestine Con-
flict Transformation Cen-
tre, who I was privileged
to introduce on a webinar

% Marian Pallister

"\ The chair of Pax Christi Scotland
focuses on the issues of the day

organised by Pax Christi
International. He said: ‘The
Israeli occupation has cre-
ated an alarming deteriora-
tion of political, economic,
environmental structures,
but even in the midst of this
deterioration, I experience
great joy in responding to
people’s needs.

Joy, hope — words that are
music to the ears of some-
one involved in a peace or-
ganisation but not ones I
expected to hear right now
in relation to the Holy Land.
But then, our Lord walks
there, so how can I doubt
that joy and hope will re-
turn?

And so, I keep repeating
Joy and hope’ every time I
reach up to my little dove
of peace. A tiny prayer with
unbounded meaning.
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Taking the SCIAF message from Bogota to Benbecula

HEN SCIAF staff go

on trips, it's often to
projects of ours in places
like Zambia or Malawi.

A decision I took when
I became chief executive
around six months ago was
to complement this valu-
able work within Scotland
and ‘get out and about’
more to meet Supporters
and share the message of
SCIAF’s work.

So during Lent, I was
fortunate enough to visit
our island communities of
Skye and Benbecula, where
the weather was cool (very)
but the welcome was warm
as the African sun.

In Skye my host was Fa-
ther Ronald Campbell of
the Our Lady of the As-
sumption parish in Portree.
I met with a small group
of around 20 SCIAF sup-
porters who were highly
engaged and interested in
our work.

It was then south to Ben-
becula, which is located
between North and South
Uist. From a religious point
of view, the Outer Hebri-
des are very interesting.
The 2011 census found that

BY LORRAINE CURRIE
SCIAF CHIEF EXECUTIVE

unlike the north islands,
the people of the south-
ern islands are predomi-
nantly Catholic - in fact
the two most Catholic civil
parishes in Scotland are
in the Outer Hebrides. In
South Uist 90% identify as
Catholic while in Barra, it’s
81.5%. Benbecula is more of
a mix.

There are onlytwoschools
in Benbecula, one primar
and one secondary; bot
are non-denominational. I
visited them and gave the
children (all the children
of the island) a talk about
SCIAF’s work. It was great
to hear from the secondary
pupils who were raising
funds through our Big Lent
Walk.

The theme was equally
ecumenical when locals
from the Catholic Church
of St Mary’s joined others
from the local Church of
Scotland for my talk, which
by then I knew off by heart!
The event was attended by
all ages and all faiths who

again were very interested
in the work and the feeling
of us all coming together
was amazing.

The Parish Priest there is
Father Michael Hutson, a
great supporter of SCIAF’s
work and one of our Board
members. He will join
SCIAF on a trip to Colom-
bia this month (he is self-
funding!) to see more of
the life-changing work we
do there.

Itwas an absolute honour
to get such a special insight
into island life. Small com-
munities are so significant
to the work of SCIAF. Rely-
ing on fishing and crofting,
they truly understand what
it’s like to be a community
and take community-based
approaches to their lives
and the common good of
the island. The link here to
our work overseas is palpa-
ble. They really relate to the
lives and people we serve.

What also struck me
was their warmth, hospi-
tality and generosity. My
Lent talks at each Mass
must have resonated as
the ‘plates’ were heaving.
’IhanEs to them for their

Every gift left
in a Will makes
areal difference,

Picture by Donald MacPhee

generosity to SCIAF over
the years in prayers, reflec-
tions and giving of funds.
The communities are so
motivated by their deep
faith and put into action
for the common good of

To find out more, please call 0141 354 5555’:‘r <

their communities and the
entire Global Family.

The other similarity be-
tween island communities
and our work is in their
sense of justice. While
there I learned of the Our

Lady of the Isles statue of
the Madonna and child -
erected in 1957 shortly af-
ter the Ministry of Defence
proposed a missile testing
range be constructed in
the area. Understandably,
this caused concern that it
would destroy much of the
island’s way of life, culture
and language.

Resistance to the pro-
posal was led by Canon
John Morrison, the local
parish priest and saw the
whole community rally
together, all faiths as one.
Even though it did happen,
it was on a much smaller
scale than first proposed
but united an island to fund
the beautiful statue.

People of all faiths sup-
ported the project through
fundraising and giving of
their labour to construct
the road and foundations
for the 40-tonne statue. It
was intended to express the
devotion of the community
to the Blessed Virgin Mary
but was also intended to be
a permanent reminder to
‘strangers’ that they were
entering a different world.
And thatitis.

Angel, Zambia

or visit sciaf.org.uk/legacy

Did you know that even a gift of 1% in your Will
can change lives around the world?
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