
‘Pray for me’ 
appeal from  
Archbishop-
elect Nolan
My dear friends,

You won’t believe how important 
it is to me knowing that people are 
praying for me. I have had plenty of 
words of congratulations since my 
appointment was announced, but it 
is the prayers that I need and that I 
appreciate the most.

I am convinced that the Holy Spirit 
is active in the Church in Glasgow 
and that despite my inadequacies, 
God’s Spirit can work through me.

 I am conscious also that the faith 
that we share goes deep into the 
hearts of believers and that, even in 
those who no longer practise, the 
seed of faith is still alive in the depth 
of their being.

St Paul tells Timothy to fan into a 
flame the gift that he had been given. 
May we kindle the faith in our own 
hearts and rekindle it in the hearts of 
others. 

I hope that in Glasgow, by being re-
sponsive to the Holy Spirit, all of us 
together can do just that. 

May the Spirit empower us to live 
lives inspired by faith in Jesus Christ.  
May the Spirit give us the courage to 
share our appreciation of the faith 
with others, so that it bears fruit in 
our lives and throughout the Arch-
diocese.

+ William Nolan

Welcome to our 
neW archbishop
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a priest has been lef t 
‘blown away’ by the 

generosity of his parishion-
ers who raised over £4000 
to provide four wells for 
African villages.

And Father Harry McKay, 
administrator of St Joseph’s 
parish, Cumbernauld, was 
so impressed that he added 
a personal donation of his 
own to buy a fifth well in re-
sponse to an appeal by the 
Scottish International Aid 
Fund.

He said: “St Joseph’s is not 
by any means a well-off par-
ish but I have never known 
generosity like it – it just 
blew me away.

“I have worked in so-called 
rich parishes but St Joseph’s 
surpasses them all. 

“I never ask them for 
money. I just say that I have 

a project in 
mind, tell them 
about it and 
leave it up to 

them and they never let me 
down.

“SCIAF has an appeal to 
buy wells for African vil-
lages and in a short period 
the parish donated just over 
£4000, which was almost 
enough for four wells then 
I added some money of my 
own to buy a fifth.

“I want to thank every-
body in the parish who do-
nated. I have never expe-
rienced such generosity in 
any parish I have been in 
– I’m so proud to be part of 
this parish community.”

Penelope Blackwell, Di-
rector of Public Engage-
ment at SCIAF said: “We 
are extremely grateful to Fr 

McKay and the parishioners 
of St Joseph’s Parish, Cum-
bernauld, for so generously 
coming together to raise 
money to provide water for 
not just one, but five vil-
lages. 

“Every penny raised will 
go directly to SCIAF’s life-
changing water projects in 

Cumbernauld parishioners 
bring new hope to Africa

JERICHO
The Compassion of Jesus
Drug & Alcohol Rehabs., Refuge for Victims of Domestic
Violence, Supported Accommodation for the Destitute,
the Distressed, and all being ‘passed by on the other side.’
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the Feast of St Mungo 
was marked in a 

special way this year as 
priests from across the 
Archdiocese concelebrat-
ed the Mass while also 
remembering Archbishop 
Tartaglia who died on 
January 13 2021.

Archbishop Conti was 
the main concelebrant 
at the Cathedral liturgy 
which com-
bined a com-
memoration 
of Glasgow’s 
patron and 
remembrance 
of Archbishop 
Philip. 

For many 
priests it was 
a poignant 
occasion as 
A r c h b i s h o p 
Philip’s funer-
al Mass was 
c e l e b r a t e d 
under extreme lockdown 
conditions which mean 
that clergy were not able 
to concelebrate the Req-
uiem.

Members of Archbishop 
Philip’s family were also 
able to be present in a way 
that was not possible at 
the time of his death.

Poignant celebrations 
mark city feast day

Wayside 
Club boost

the Wayside 
Club, one of 

the country's 
oldest Catholic-run home-
less charities, is starting 
the year with a massive 
cash boost thanks to a 
generous £10,000 donation 
from St Aloysius College.

A total of £20,000 was 
handed over to the college 
by its Aloysian Association 
who raised the money at a 
recent Ladies Lunch event.

The money was then split 
to benefit a number of char-
ities chosen by the College. 

A spokesperson for the 
College said: “We are very 
thankful that this spectacu-
lar amount of money was 
donated despite the pan-
demic.

"The funds will be divided 
between four College ini-
tiatives – our bursary fund, 
Green Spaces for Green Blaz-
ers, The Lourdes Fund, and 
Children's Fund. Money was 
also raised to support the 
amazing work of The Wayside 
Club which helps meet the 
needs of the homeless, and 
those suffering from hard-
ship and addiction to alcohol 
or gambling."

Lawrence McGarry, from 
the Wayside Club, which 
this year celebrates the 90th 
anniversary if its found-
ing by the Legion of Mary, 
said:"Everyone at the Way-
side would like to thank all 
those who have supported 
our work down through the 
years but we are particu-
larly grateful at this time 
as we appreciate the strain 
and pressures that everyone 
is experiencing with ever 
increasing costs for every 
household.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for this very generous 
donation.”

Lawrence added: “De-
spite the madness going 
on around us at this time 
here at the Wayside we have 
managed to serve meals to 
everyone who has turned to 
us for support every night 
and each Saturday after-
noon since March 2020.”

communities in some of 
the poorest countries in the 
world, and will be used to 
provide vital access to wa-
ter, including building wells 
and lakes and implement-
ing irrigation systems. 

“This means families can 
collect and store rainwater 
so they always have the wa-

ter they need to grow their 
own food, feed their fam-
ily and ultimately lift them-
selves out of poverty. 

“Changes like this are only 
possible through amaz-
ing SCIAF supporters in 
parishes across Scotland. 
Their generosity really will 
change lives.” 

For more information  ■
on how your parish can get 
involved and raise money 
to provide water for a 
village, visit www.sciaf.
org.uk/parish  
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by brian 
swanson

20TH ANNIVERSARY
Please pray for David O’Hare, 
a cherished husband to the late 
Esther, and much loved dad and 
Papa, who sadly died February 
13 2002. Our Lady Of Lourdes 
and St. Thérèse, pray for him. 

Jesus, I trust in you.

 He will be forever in our hearts.   
Inserted by his ever loving family.

O’HARE

by brian 
swanson

Fr Harry McKay
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Time to make your voice heard 
… and to listen with respect

in the Church there is a great need to 
listen to and to hear one another. It is 

the most precious and life-giving gif t 
we can of fer each other. 

“Christians have forgotten that the 
ministry of listening has been committed 
to them by him who is himself the great 
listener and whose work they should 
share. We should listen with the ears of 
God that we may speak the word of God”. 
Thus, the Protestant theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer reminds us that the first serv-
ice we owe to others in communion con-
sists in listening to them. Whoever does 
not know how to listen to his brother or 
sister will soon no longer be able to listen 
to God either. 

The most important task in pastoral ac-
tivity is the “apostolate of the ear” – to lis-
ten before speaking, as the Apostle James 
exhorts: “Let every man be quick to hear, 
slow to speak”. Freely giving some of our 
own time to listen to people is the first act 
of charity.

A synodal process has just been 
launched. Let us pray that it will be a great 
opportunity to listen to one another. 

Communion, in fact, is not the result of 

strategies and programmes, but is built 
in mutual listening between brothers and 
sisters. 

As in a choir, unity does not require 
uniformity, monotony, but the plurality 
and variety of voices, polyphony. 

At the same time, each voice in the 
choir sings while listening to the other 
voices and in relation to the harmony of 
the whole.

Pope’s Synod plea: let’s 
listen to each other

If your bathroom is no longer suitable for your needs, BMAS can help. We are 
a local business that design and install mobility bathrooms for independent and 
worry-free bathing and showering in your own home.

MAKE YOUR BATHROOM SAFE AND 
COMFORTABLE WITH BMAS

“MY FINISHED BATHROOM LOOKS BEAUTIFUL  
AND HAS GIVEN ME BACK MY INDEPENDENCE.”

Choose BMAS:

 2,000 bathrooms installed 
 in 10 years

 Full design and installation

 High-quality products for  
 safety & comfort

 Free bathroom design 
 & full quotation

  Traditional customer service  
(no call centres)
 Finance options available

Call for your free bathroom 
design appointment
0141 530 3572 
bathingmobility.co.uk

Bathing Mobility Advisory Service 
Glasgow Showroom Open 

Dobbies Garden Centre Braehead G51 4FB
Open 10am-5pm 7 days a week

ARRANGE
YOUR FREE

NO-OBLIGATION
DESIGN

APPOINTMENT

a new website has 
been launched in the 

Archdiocese to support 
the worldwide process of 
listening and consultation 
requested by Pope Francis 
as part of the Synod.

The new site –  
www.rcagsynod.org – offers 
resources for individuals, 
small groups and parishes 
to help them take part in 
the synod – which has 
been described as the 
most important event in 
the Catholic Church since 
Vatican II.

Fr John Campbell, Parish 
Priest of Sacred Heart and 
St Lucy’s in Cumbernauld, 
is co-ordinating the synod 
process in the Archdiocese. 
He told Flourish:

“We would be pleased if 
parishes shared their expe-
riences with us, to help give 
others the confidence to en-
gage with the process. 

“Over the next few weeks, 
we will expand the synod 
team, with representation 
from all areas of the diocese. 
The diocesan team will as-
sist in producing a synthesis 
of all the material that par-
ishes send to the deanery. 
This will be passed to the 
Bishops’ Conference of Scot-
land to become Scotland’s 
submission to the European 
Bishops. These continental 

submissions will become 
the basis for the interna-
tional synod in 2023. 

“On the webpage you will 
find parish resources for the 
Lenten period. Small group 
meetings based on the Sun-
day gospels of Lent but very 
much offered in the context 
of the prayerful listening, 
sharing and discerning ex-
periences that are part of the 
synodal process of walking 
together in communion. 

Reaching out
“Questionnaires will be 

available on the site to as-
sist in reaching out beyond 
the Mass-going population. 
They could be used through 
our schools, on line on par-
ish web sites, facebook 
pages or shared with other 
churches and groups that 
meet in our parish halls that 
are not necessarily parish 
groups or in ways that suit 
local circumstances.

“Many parishes have made 
an excellent start on this 
journeying together. Small 
groups have already met 
with their own materials or 
indeed using material from 
the internet or other dioc-
esan websites. Some par-
ishes put questions inviting 
responses onto Christmas 
Cards that were distributed 
through the schools (maybe 

an idea for Easter). Others 
have distributed question-
naires through their mes-
senger system or indeed in-
cluded an explanation and 
time at Sunday Mass to fill 
in the forms”.

Fr Campbell urged every 
Flourish reader to take part 
in the great process of lis-
tening and sharing that the 
Pope wants the Synod to 
be. 

He said: “If you are find-
ing it difficult to be involved, 
then please don’t despair. 
You could gather a group of 
friends for a listening expe-
rience, or you could fill in a 
questionnaire and send it to 
synod@rcag.org.uk

as we get older we be-
come more set in our 

ways. We stay within our 
comfort zone and we very 
rarely step outside. 

The reality is, life is 
a journey, a journey of 
change, togetherness and 
challenge. 

To journey in life we need 
a willingness to accept 
change in generational 
hardships as the economy 
around us evolves. 

Together in the Catholic 
faith we need to embark 
on a journey together to 
seek the correct change for 
the Church, to understand 
what is important to us as 
a community. This jour-
ney requires conversation, 

trust and acceptance but 
that process will not start 
if we don’t have you. 

So as we enter into a new 
year, let’s realign the future 
of our faith no matter your 
age, your background, 
your ideas, your thoughts 
or your feelings. 

This will help us rede-
fine the best version of our 
faith possible. We must 
now come together as a 
community of faith trust-
ing each other to make the 
Church a special place in 
our hearts again. 

We need conversation, 
we need trust, we need ac-
ceptance … and we need 
you.

Synod team 
member 
Gillian’s 
message

“Everyone is most wel-
come to be part of this proc-
ess. Participation of every-
one is vital. The Holy Spirit 
speaks through the whole 
people of God, not just the 
select few. As Pope Francis 
said at the Fiftieth Anniver-
sary of the Synod of Bish-
ops, “the flock have a ‘nose’ 
for discerning the new ways 
that the Lord reveals to the 
Church.” 
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World dAy oF                   The SICk 2022    

Dear brothers and sisters,
thirty years ago, Saint John 

Paul II instituted the World day 
of the Sick to encourage the people 
of God, Catholic health institutions 
and civil society to be increasingly 
attentive to the sick and to those 
who care for them. 

Many advances have been made, 
yet there is still a long way to go in 
ensuring that all the sick, also those 
living in places and situations of 
great poverty and marginalization, 
receive the health care they need, 
as well as the pastoral care that can 
help them experience their sickness 
in union with the crucified and risen 
Christ. 

May the Thirtieth World Day of the 
Sick – whose closing celebration, 
due to the pandemic, will not take 
place as planned in Arequipa, Peru, 
but in Saint Peter’s Basilica in the 
Vatican – help us grow in closeness 
and service to the sick and to their 
families…

How often do the Gospels relate 
Jesus’ encounters with people suf-
fering from various diseases! He 
“went about all Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom and healing 
every disease and every infirmity 
among the people”. 

We do well to ask ourselves why 
Jesus showed such great concern for 
the sick, so much so that he made 
it paramount in the mission of the 
apostles, who were sent by the Mas-
ter to proclaim the Gospel and to 
heal the sick… When individuals ex-
perience frailty and suffering in their 
own flesh as a result of illness, their 
hearts become heavy, fear spreads, 
uncertainties multiply, and ques-
tions about the meaning of what is 
happening in their lives become all 
the more urgent. 

How can we forget, in this regard, 
all those patients who, during this 
time of pandemic spent the last part 
of their earthly life in solitude, in 
an intensive care unit, assisted by 
generous healthcare workers, yet far 
from their loved ones and the most 
important people in their lives? 

This helps us to see how impor-
tant is the presence at our side of 
witnesses to God’s charity, who, fol-
lowing the example of Jesus, the very 
mercy of the Father, pour the balm 
of consolation and the wine of hope 
on the wounds of the sick. 

Jesus’ invitation to be merciful 
like the Father has particular sig-
nificance for healthcare workers. I 
think of all those physicians, nurses, 
laboratory technicians, the support 
staff and the caretakers of the sick, 
as well as the numerous volunteers 

who donate their precious time to 
assist those who suffer. 

Dear healthcare workers, your 
service alongside the sick, carried 
out with love and competence, tran-
scends the bounds of your profes-
sion and becomes a mission. 

Let us thank the Lord for the 
progress that medical science has 
made, especially in recent times; 
new technologies have made it pos-
sible to prepare therapies that are 
of great benefit to the sick; research 
continues to make a valuable contri-
bution to eliminating old and new 
pathologies; rehabilitation medicine 
has greatly expanded its expertise 
and skills. None of this, however, 
must make us forget the uniqueness 
of each patient, his or her dignity 
and frailties. 

Patients are always more impor-

tant than their diseases, and for this 
reason, no therapeutic approach 
can beat listening to the patient, his 
or her history, anxieties and fears. 
Even when healing is not possible, 
care can always be given. 

It is always possible to console, it 
is always possible to make people 
sense a closeness that is more inter-
ested in the person than in his or her 
condition. For this reason, I would 
hope that the training provided to 
health workers might enable them 
to develop a capacity for listening 
and relating to others…

I would like to remind everyone 
that closeness to the sick and their 
pastoral care is not only the task of 
certain specifically designated min-
isters; visiting the sick is an invita-
tion that Christ addresses to all his 
disciples. How many sick and eld-
erly people are living at home and 
waiting for a visit! 

The ministry of consolation is 
a task for every baptized person, 
mindful of the word of Jesus: “I was 
sick and you visited me”.

Dear brothers and sisters, to the 
intercession of Mary, Health of the 
Sick, I entrust all the sick and their 
families. United with Christ, who 
bears the pain of the world, may 
they find meaning, consolation and 
trust. I pray for healthcare workers 
everywhere, that, rich in mercy, they 
may offer patients, together with 
suitable care, their fraternal close-
ness.

To all I cordially impart my Apos-
tolic Blessing.

Francis
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 10 
December 2021, Memorial of 
Our Lady of Loreto.

World Day of the Sick is marked in the Catholic Church every 
year on February 11, the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. This 
year marks the 30th anniversary of this annual event and Pope 
Francis has written a special message to those who are ill and 
their families. Flourish offers readers this abridged version of 
the Holy Father’s message.

How many sick and 
elderly people are 
living at home and 
waiting for our visit?
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CRAIG LODGE FAMILY HOUSE OF PRAYER

MARCH 4-6  Be Transformed
Come and explore the ways in which we can experience transformation by
the renewal of our minds
APRIL 14-17  Easter Triduum 
Join us as we journey through these momentous days marking Jesus’, 
passion, death and resurrection. (for 18s-30s)
APRIL 30  Let Glasgow Flourish
A 1-day equipping event hosted by the Craig Lodge team in the city of 
Glasgow. Join us as we learn how to live a lifestyle as spirit-filled sons and
daughters commissioned to go and announce the Gospel
MAY  6-8  By His Wounds We Are Healed
A weekend where we can encounter the healing touch of Jesus
JUNE  2-5  Stronghold Festival
A 5-day camping festival at Craig Lodge for young adults to experience 
personal revival through worship, talks and the beauty of the liturgy

Craig Lodge Family House of Prayer
Dalmally, Argyll, PA33 1AR

T: 01838200 216  E: mail@craiglodge.org
Scottish Charity SCO23203

To book or find out more please contact us:
mail@craiglodge.org
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Preparing for a 
Lentfest with a 
difference

pope Francis has ap-
proved “Pilgrims of 

hope” as the motto for the 
next holy year planned 
for 2025.

The motto aims to give 
a concise sense of the full 
meaning of the jubilee 
journey, according to Arch-
bishop Rino Fisichella who 
has been tasked with over-
seeing the year of special 
events.

The words “pilgrims” 
and “hope” also represent 
key themes of Pope Fran-
cis’ pontificate, said the 
archbishop, president of 
the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting New Evangeli-
zation, which is in charge 
of the Holy Year planning 
efforts.

The archbishop said the 
pope approved the motto 
last month and the coun-
cil already is working with 
Vatican and Italian au-
thorities on the best way 
to welcome a large number 
of visitors to Rome during 
the year.

Traditionally for holy 
years, the celebrations be-
gin with the pope opening 

the Holy Door of St. Peter’s 
Basilica on Christmas Eve 
and ends with the sealing 
of the door one year later. 
The holy doors of St. John 
Lateran, St. Paul Outside 
the Walls and St. Mary Ma-
jor are opened for the year, 
too.

A holy year or jubilee is a 
time of pilgrimage, prayer, 
repentance and acts of 
mercy, based on the Old 
Testament tradition of a 
jubilee year of rest, for-
giveness and renewal. Holy 
years also are a time when 
Catholics visit designated 
churches and shrines, re-
cite special prayers, go 
to confession and receive 
Communion to receive a 
special indulgence, which 
is a remission of the tem-
poral punishment due for 

one’s sins.
Pope Boniface VIII pro-

claimed the first Holy Year 
in 1300 and decreed that 
they would be celebrated 
every 100 years. But just 
50 years later Pope Clem-
ent VI proclaimed another 
holy year. Pope Urban VI 
thought holy years should 
be celebrated every 33 years 
as a reminder of the time 
Jesus lived.

Finally, in 1470, Pope Paul 
II established the celebra-
tions every 25 years, which 
has been the practice ever 
since. However, special 
anniversaries have called 
for special holy years, for 
instance, in 1933 to mark 
the 1,900th anniversary of 
Jesus’ death and resurrec-
tion and in 1983 to mark 
the 1,950th anniversary.

The most recent ‘extraor-
dinary’ Holy Year came 
when Pope Francis, seeing 
a need to emphasize God’s 
mercy and to encourage 
Catholics to return to the 
sacrament of reconcilia-
tion, declared an extraor-
dinary Year of Mercy, 
which ran in 2015–16.

‘Pilgrims of hope’ for holy year 2025

planning a festival pro-
gramme in the midst of 

a pandemic is a major chal-
lenge but lentfest 2022 
promises to bring a vibrant 
and varied programme of 
online events directly to 
the comfort of your own 
home this year.

Two years ago, Lentfest 
2020 had just begun, and 
the curtain was about to go 
up on a new touring theatre 
production, entitled “Star 
of the Sea”. The announce-
ment to postpone all further 
events due to the oncoming 
pandemic brought mixed 
responses as nobody could 
have foreseen the extent of 
what Covid-19 would bring. 
After more than a year in 
furlough, AGAP is preparing 
for a Lentfest programme 
that will be entirely online.

Whilst it may be dis-
appointing to some that 
there are no live events this 
year, an online programme 

presents some 
exciting possi-
bilities. 

Never be-
fore will there 

have been such wide access 
to the festival. There will 
be music concerts by the 
likes of singer-songwriter 
and Celtic Radio Presenter, 
Martin Jones; internation-
ally acclaimed concert pian-
ist, Alessandra Pompili; and 
the ever-popular Heelster 
Gowdie, with their mix of 
traditional Scottish songs, 
all of which are specially re-

corded for Lentfest. 
Art-lovers will not be left 

wanting with an array of 
virtual exhibitions to choose 
from, including the new 
“Images of Hope” exhibition 
and Stations of the Cross in-
terpreted by several artists, 
including the new series by 
Christine Mailley; the Via 
Crucis by James Callaghan 
with meditations read by 
Bishop John Keenan of Pais-
ley; and The Glasgow Cal-
vary by John Cairney with 
meditations read by actors 
from AGAP theatre. There 
will even be input from a 
school in the Archdiocese of 
Newark, New Jersey.

As well as this, there will 

be the online premiere of 
a new film, “The Margaret 
Sinclair Story” made by Cal-
laghan Theatre Productions 
for the Archdiocese of St 
Andrews and Edinburgh. 
The film was shot entirely 
during the lockdown of 
2020, with my wife, Rachel 
Callaghan, in the title role, 
and is an adaptation of the 
play which was performed 
at the Edinburgh Fringe in 
2016. It will be shown on 
March 29 2022 -the 122nd 
birthday of Venerable Mar-

garet Sinclair. Alongside 
this, AGAP has made availa-
ble several live recordings of 
past productions that were 
previously unseen.

The reality of the pandemic 
remains as I write this article 
whilst in isolation with my 
wife and two small children 
after testing positive for 
Covid-19 just last week. With 
restrictions beginning to 
lift, things were hopeful for 
a programme of live events 
in 2022 but the unpredict-
ability of a new wave was a 
deciding factor in this year’s 
Imaginative Fusion of Faith 
and the Arts. 

Live events, especially the-
atre productions, require re-
hearsal, and gathering peo-
ple to rehearse in the same 
space has been challenging. 

Many parishes felt unready 
ready to host events and 
those that would normally 
appear at Lentfest have the 
same right to protect them-
selves and their loved ones. 

Live events would be jeop-
ardised too by the possibility 
of a Covid outbreak among 
the performers and, as fes-
tival organiser with a hands-
on role at events, all events 
could be at risk were I to 
contract the virus. Hopeful-
ly, we will be able to hold live 
events soon but, until then, I 
hope that you will enjoy the 
unique opportunity present-
ed by the Online programme 
for Lentfest 2022. 

Visit www.agap.org.uk/ ■
lentfest for details and links 
to all events.

by stephen 
callaghan 
lentfest 
director
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FOR WOMEN
EXPLORING

FRANCISCAN
VOCATION

www.franciscanvocations.org.uk
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INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS
& MAINTENANCE OF
ALL GARAGE DOORS

DALY GARAGE DOORS
Family Business With Over 30 Years Experience

•Electric operators installed
to new & existing doors
•Roller doors & spares
•Free estimates & advice

TELEPHONE: 01355 261601
MOBILE: 07821 679606

www.dalygaragedoors.co.uk
Email: markpdaly@blueyonder.co.uk
1 Kendal Road, East Kilbride G75 8QT

Extensive range of doors including:
Henderson, Hormann, Garador,
Gliderol, Caradale, Novoferm etc.

24 Hour
Call-Out
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Alex Black
F U N E R A L C A R E

7 Peelglen Road
Drumchapel

g15 7xn
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life changed for Bishop 
Bill Nolan on the last 

Sunday af ternoon in Janu-
ary when the telephone 
rang.  

The call from the Nuncia-
ture asked him to come to 
London to meet Archbishop 
Gugerotti.

After a long train journey 
and an uncomfortable wait 
while the Nuncio’s previous 
meetings over-ran the news 
was delivered… “The Holy 
Father would like to you ac-
cept nomination as the next 
archbishop of Glasgow.”

The news wasn’t a total 
shock. As the Archbishop-
elect put it: “When you are 
asked to go and see the Nun-
cio it’s either for something 
very bad or very good!”

The appointment to Glas-
gow will mark the end of 
seven happy years in Gallo-
way for Bishop Nolan – him-
self a Lanarkshire boy who 
was born and baptised in the 
same parish as the late Car-
dinal Winning, St Patrick’s 
Craigneuk.

That link was strength-
ened by the fact that the Car-
dinal’s sister, Margaret, was 
one of the young William 
Nolan’s first primary teach-
ers. “She was very nice,” he 
remembers.

“When the cardinal was 
a young priest he baptised 
one of my sisters. And every 
time I met him after that he 
would always ask how she 
was. It was so very typical of 

him.”
When a bishop is nomi-

nated he is asked to take a 
motto and a coat of arms.  
The arms of Bishop Nolan 
show an ancient cross from 
his diocese of Galloway, to-
gether with a symbol of wa-
ter – to represent the well of 
Motherwell – his native dio-
cese, and the symbols of his 

parents’ names, Nolan and 
Neeson.

His motto is “Sibilus Au-
rae Tenuis” – which comes 
from the First Book of Kings 
in the Old Testament and 
recalls the prophet Elijah’s 
search for God.  The phrase 
has been translated in a va-
riety of different ways but 
the Archbishop-elect likes 

‘The moment I was asked 
to be the new Archbishop’

Former Judge the hon. 
lady rae has taken up 

the reins as Board Chair of 
the new Scottish Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards 
Agency (SCSSA) which is 
now being established as 
an independent body to 
oversee the Church’s safe-
guarding practice. 

And one of her first tasks 
will be to recruit Board Di-
rectors to assist her in her 
work.

Lady Rae was keen to 
point out at the outset that 
the Agency ‘is being estab-
lished to function inde-
pendently of the Catholic 
Church in overseeing its 
safeguarding practice in 
parishes, dioceses, religious 
congregations and Catholic 
organisations across Scot-
land.

She said: “I am looking 
to appoint Board Directors 
who will work with me to re-

build confidence and trust, 
especially among those who 
have experienced abuse. In 
the coming months, Board 
directors will help me to 
appoint a new Director of 
Safeguarding and a Head 
of Training whose expertise 
will be vital in providing 
leadership in safeguarding 
at a national level.

“I will expect Board Di-
rectors to bring their own 
expertise and experience 
to the task of developing 
the Agency’s policies and 
procedures that will build 
on improvements made in 
recent years, in the light of 
various external reviews of 
safeguarding. All Board di-
rectors will be given the in-
duction and ongoing sup-
port necessary to be able to 
fully contribute to the Board 
and its decision-making.

“This is an exciting op-
portunity for people who 

wish to assist the Catholic 
Church’s safeguarding per-
sonnel – clergy, religious, 
employees, and volunteers 
– to ensure compliance 
with the standards that 
have been designed to pro-
tect children and vulnerable 
adults from abuse or harm. 
You can learn more about 
these standards, set out in 
the core document ‘In God’s 
Image’, by watching the 

video in the About SCSSA 
page.

“If you have the time, 
the interest and the com-
mitment to undertake this 
important work, I look for-
ward to hearing from you”.

More details of the 
Board vacancies are avail-
able on the website of 
this recruitment agency:  
https://aspenpeople.co.uk/
microsite/scssa/

Safeguarding Board – can you help?

to translate it as ‘the sound 
of sheer silence’ – that is, 
he says, where God is to be 
found.

The coat of arms will be 
amended soon to represent 
the bishop’s new status as 
Archbishop and Metropoli-
tan but the essential ele-
ments and message stay the 
same … seek God in silence.

One of the new archbish-
op’s first priorities will be 
to meet and encourage his 
priests. He said: “A bishop 
can do very little without 
the support of the priests so 
I want to make it a priority 
to get to know them better, 
individually meeting them 
and hearing their ideas and 
experiences…”

He is also keen to see the 
Synod – the consultation 
process across the whole 
Universal Church called for 
by Pope Francis – to expand 
and make an impact.

He said: “This is such an 
important process. We want 
people to have their say, very 
much so. But more than an-
ything I see it as a moment 
to listen. We all need to 
learn to listen to each other, 
and listen respectfully.”

In due time the new Arch-
bishop says he will get out 
and about to visit parishes 
and schools but for now his 
request is simple … “remem-
ber me in your prayers.”

That’s a request parishion-
ers across the Archdiocese 
will be happy to satisfy!

Picture by Paul McSherry
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‘From now on… i 
belong to Glasgow’

bishop nolan has 
been called by com-

mentators a ‘Pope Fran-
cis Bishop’ for his shared 
priorities with the holy 
Father.  

The new Archbishop has 
been outspoken on a series 
of issues which the Pope 
has highlighted in recent 
years. He has led protests 
against detention of asy-
lum seekers at the Dun-
gavel Immigration Centre 
in Ayrshire; he has visited 
refugee camps to see the 
plight of those seeking a 

better life first hand; he has 
protested against the pres-
ence of nuclear weapons on 
Scottish soil at peace camps 
on the Clyde and he has been 
a champion of the Pope’s en-
cyclical ‘Laudato Si’ on the 
environment and led the 
Scottish Bishops’ prepara-
tions for the COP26 confer-
ence last year.

He is known to be a hands-
on pastor with bags of expe-
rience obtained over decades 
as a parish priest, never too 
busy to stop for a word and 
smile with parishioners.

until last month Arch-
bishop-elect Nolan’s 

life had been spent in 
three areas: lanarkshire, 
Ayrshire and rome. 

But looking back on his 
life’s journey maybe it was 
inevitable that all roads 
would eventually lead to 
Glasgow.

He was born on 26th 
January 1954, the fourth of 
11 children of William and 
Catherine Nolan. He was 
baptised in St Patrick’s 
Church, Craigneuk and 
educated at Cathedral Pri-
mary School in Mother-
well, St Patrick’s Primary, 
Craigneuk, St Vincent’s 
College, Langbank (1965–
67), and St Mary’s College, 
Blairs (1967–71). 

His senior seminary 
formation was at the Pon-
tifical Scots College, Rome 
(1971–78) where he gradu-
ated with a Licence in Sa-
cred Theology.

Father Nolan was or-
dained priest for the Dio-
cese of Motherwell on 30th 
June 1977. He has served 
as assistant priest of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, East Kil-
bride, 1978–1980; assistant 

priest of St David’s, Plains, 
1980–1983; vice-rector of 
the Scots College, Rome, 
1983–1990; assistant priest 
of St Bridget’s, Baillies-
ton, 1990–1994 and parish 
priest of Our Lady of Lour-
des, East Kilbride, 1994 to 
February 2015. 

He has held the posts of 
chairman of the Council of 
Priests, 1992–1998; chair-
man of the Committee 
for Ongoing Formation of 
Priests, 1993–2004; admin-
istrator, St John Ogilvie, 
Vicar General of Mother-
well Diocese, June 2014 to 
February 2015.

Bishop Nolan was nomi-
nated as Bishop of Gallo-
way on November 22 2014 
by Pope Francis, and con-
secrated  in the Grand Hall, 
Kilmarnock on February 
14 2015 by Archbishop Leo 
Cushley of St Andrews and 
Edinburgh.

The Holy Father Francis 
named him Archbishop 
of Glasgow on February 
4 2022 and he will be in-
stalled as successor of St 
Mungo in St Andrew’s 
Cathedral on February 26 
2022.

All roads led to a 
dear green place

A ‘Pope Francis bishop’

Reacting to the announce-
ment, Bishop Nolan himself 
said: “I feel overwhelmed 
by the trust Pope Francis is 
putting in me by appointing 
me as Archbishop of Glas-
gow. It will be a wrench for 
me to leave Galloway Dio-
cese where for seven years I 
have experienced the kind-
ness and friendship of so 
many people, particularly 
the clergy. God truly blessed 
me by sending me to Gallo-
way and I hope that my suc-
cessor there will be similarly 
blessed.

“As I overcome my initial 
shock at being appointed 
Archbishop my thoughts 
now turn to the challenges 
that lies ahead. I look for-
ward to working with eve-
ryone in the Archdiocese, 
laity and clergy, to carry out 
the mission that we share 
of proclaiming God’s good 
news and of bringing the joy 
of the gospel into the lives of 
the people of today.”

Bishop Nolan added: “I am 
well aware of my own inad-
equacies and of the difficul-
ties the Church faces today. 
Thank God therefore that we 
can be sure of the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit 

in the Church. As I leave 
the Diocese of Galloway be-
hind, from now on I belong 
to Glasgow. And I assure 
the people of Glasgow of my 
commitment and dedication 
to them. Please remember 
me in your prayers.”

Welcome
Welcoming the appoint-

ment Mgr. Hugh Bradley, 
who has been Administra-
tor of the Archdiocese of 
Glasgow since the death of 
Archbishop Philip Tartaglia, 
said: “I am delighted with 
the appointment of Bishop 
Nolan. I offer him a warm 
welcome to the Archdiocese 
of Glasgow and a promise of 
prayers on behalf of all the 
clergy, religious and laity.  
May our good God bless him 
with health and strength to 
lead us in faith.”

Commenting on the ap-
pointment, Fr. William Mc-
Fadden, Vicar General of the 
diocese of Galloway said: “As 
Bishop of Galloway, Bishop 
Nolan presented a pastoral 
vision with a genuinely col-

laborative approach. 
“He led with humility and 

determination, inspired by 
the initiatives of Pope Fran-
cis, and focussing on the 
needs of the Church for the 
21st century. This appoint-
ment will allow him to serve 
both the people of Glasgow 

and the wider Church with 
the same abilities with which 
he served us in Galloway for 
seven valuable years. 

“We will miss him, but  
appreciate greatly the con-
tribution which he made, 
and the legacy which he 
leaves.”

Glasgow has a new Archbishop! The news 
spread like wildfire at 11am on Friday Feb-

ruary 4. At that precise moment the news went 
live on the Vatican website, the Archdiocesan 
website and the social media feeds of Glasgow 
Archdiocese.

The news brought expressions of great joy and 
enthusiasm from ordinary parishioners glad to 
have an archbishop again and those who had 
worked with ‘Bishop Bill’ and wanted to extend 
their good wishes.

words by ronnie convery

pictures by paul mcsherry

Archbishop-elect preaches at 
Mass for Marriage tribunal

Enjoying a break at 
World Youth Day
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MICHAEL KEARNS, 
26, fourth year student at 
Pontifical Scots College, 
Rome:
“My family is originally from 
Broomhill and my grandpar-
ents were amongst the first 
parishioners 
of Our Lady 
of Perpetual 
Succour. My 
parents lived 
in the south 
side after 
they married 
and eventu-
ally moved 
down to North Ayrshire 
where I was born and went 
to school.

“Studying at Glasgow Uni-
versity and becoming part 
of the community at the 
chaplaincy there really was 
a great gift to me. I learned 
a lot about our faith in those 
years and felt myself being 
drawn much closer to Jesus 
too, in my own prayer but 
especially thanks to the sac-
rament of Confession and in 
the Eucharist. 

“So it was a case of both 
the head and the heart!

 “I was fortunate to make a 
lot of friends there who were 
in a similar boat; we were all 
growing together and enjoy-
ing the excitement of being 
joyful disciples, and each 
discerning our different vo-
cations. 

“It seemed to me that the 
priesthood would be how I 
could really give back to the 
Church what God has given 
me, it would be the best way 
for me to share the Good 
News of our faith - and our 
sacraments - with as many 
people as possible, and that 
I’d be deeply happy doing 
so.

“Several years later, I’m 
now in my fourth year at 
the Scots College in Rome. 
I study theology at the Gre-
gorian University. I’ve had a 
lot of different experiences 
in different places since I’ve 

been a seminarian, meeting 
people both in parishes in 
Scotland, and from all over 
the world here in Rome.

“Being impressed and in-
spired by the faith of others, 
of all ages, is the best thing 
about this life.

“I’d say for me it’s been 
more of a winding path than 
a straight road so far; I sup-
pose following God’s plans 
should always be a little ex-
citing, and entertaining too. 
We need to be people of joy! 

“I like to think I haven’t 
lost my youthful enthusiasm 
from those years on campus 
in Glasgow, and hope I never 
do when I get to come back 
permanently!”

ROHAN BALD, 24, 
Royal Scots College 
Salamanca, Spain:
“I come from a non-religious 
family in Poole in the south 
of England where I had a 

happy child-
hood, and af-
ter doing well 
in high school 
I left for Glas-
gow to study 
medicine. 

“As a teen-
ager I had 
been dismiss-
ive of faith, 

but as I approached my 
early 20s, more questions 
emerged and they eventually 
led me to the Catholic faith. 

“Consequently I was con-
firmed at Easter 2019 at 
the university chaplaincy 
– Turnbull Hall. I was there 
for three years and I consid-
er this my home parish. 

“Priesthood became a 
question for me as soon as I 
entered the Church. I tried 
to avoid it for a long while, 
but as the end of my degree 
approached, I had to an-
swer. And only priesthood 
gave me a sense of peace. 
Instead of continuing to be-
come a doctor I decided to 
go to seminary.

“So, on January 7th I ar-
rived at the Royal Scots Col-
lege, Salamanca where for 
the next six months I will 
study Spanish, alongside in-
troductions to various top-
ics including liturgy, prayer, 
philosophy and music. If 
all goes well, I will hope-
fully continue my studies in 
philosophy and theology in 
Rome.”

DEACON FRANK 
McKENDRY, 64, 
Pontifical Beda College 
Rome.
“I was ordained deacon at 
the Basilica of St. Paul Out-
side the Walls in Rome on 
10 June 2021 and hope to be 
ordained to the priesthood 
later this sum-
mer.

“I was a pa-
rishioner in 
Sacred Heart, 
St. Joseph’s in 
Cumbernauld 
and then in 
Holy Cross, 
Croy. I have 
a degree in Quantity Sur-
veying and am a Chartered 
Surveyor. I spent most of 
my working career overseas, 
working on major construc-
tion projects

“Over the past five to 10 
years, while working in 
various parts of Norway and 
Qatar, I found that my daily 
prayer life and my desire to 
attend Mass daily had sub-
stantially increased.

“In 2016, I discussed this 
with the Vocations Direc-
tor for the Archdiocese of 
Glasgow and later this led 
to completing a six-month 
propaedeutic period for vo-

With three new priestly ordinations due this summer and the number 
of seminarians at the highest level for many years, the Archdiocese of 
Glasgow could be on the verge of a new springtime of priestly vocations. 
Flourish invited these about to be ordained and those at different stages 
on their faith journey to share their experiences with our readers. These 
are their stories as told to Brian Swanson

A new springtime of vocations?

Following 
the call of 
the Lord

With three new ordinations  due this sum-
mer, a record number of students study-

ing for the priesthood and the appointment 
of a new Archbishop, 2022 is set  be a year  of 
hope and growth for the Archdiocese.

Father Ross Campbell, vocations director, 
based at Turnbull Hall at Glasgow University 
said: “We currently have eight men in forma-
tion, which is the most we have had for quite 
some time and as a diocese we look forward to 
three priestly ordinations this summer.

“It is also encouraging to note that our 
monthly discernment evenings only began be-

gin in January and yet we have six men signed 
up for them already. 

“These evenings offer the opportunity for 
men thinking about the priesthood to come 
and find out a little bit more about what life as 
a diocesan priest is like. We meet monthly for 
catechesis, prayer and fraternity and I would 
encourage those interested to get in touch to 
find out more.”

He added: “While there can be in little doubt 
that the pandemic has led to a shrinking of the 
Church in Scotland, it is encouraging to see 
that some have been able to deepen their faith 

in these difficult times of restrictions and lock-
downs. God never stops calling, and despite 
the challenges we face in the years to come, it is 
a consolation to see that some men continue to 
respond generously to this call.

“What kind of priest do we need for the years 
ahead? A priest who seeks to model himself on 
Jesus, the Good Shepherd. One who is full of 
missionary zeal, who seeks to nourish the faith-
ful with word and sacrament, to comfort them 
with mercy and love, and one who is ready for 
the momentous task of evangelising a culture 
that has lost direction and sight of God.”

cations to the priesthood in 
the Royal Scots College in 
Salamanca, Spain in 2017. 

“The six months that I 
spent there gave me the 
necessary time to step away 
from my working life and 
helped me further discern 
the call to priesthood. My 
application to study for the 
priesthood was accepted 
and supported by the late 
Philip Tartaglia and I was 
fortunate enough to be sent 
to study at the Pontifical 
Beda College in Rome.”

AIDEN WILSON, 27, 
3rd year student, Pontifical 
Scots College, Rome
“I'm from Toryglen where 
I grew up and where mum 
and dad still live. Mum is the 
housekeeper at St Brigid’s 
which is my home parish 
and our family have always 

been closely 
involved with 
the church.

“Before I 
left Holyrood 
Secondary I 
applied to join 
the RAF but 
for all sorts 
of reasons 

that did not work out It 
was around this time that I 
was introduced to the Faith 
movement by our Parish 
Priest Father Byrne and my 
conception of the Church 
truly broadened. Father 
Byrne, the Faith movement 
and Father Adam Falewicz, 
a priest from Poland who 
covered for Father Byrne 
had unwittingly became my 
inspiration into answering 
the call to join the priest-
hood. 

“Ever since I have em-
barked on this journey, I 
have been met with time 
after time, periods that only 
confirm my vocation and 
sense of belonging.

“There was no Damascus 
moment for me – more of 
a sense 0f being on a jour-
ney.”

PATRYK SOLIK, 
24, Royal Scots College 
Salamanca, Spain
“Last month I started the 
Propaedeutic course which 
is a 6-months long prepa-
ration course before join-
ing the seminary in Rome. 
I come from Poland, but 
this summer 
I graduated in 
Aeronautical 
Engineering 
at the Univer-
sity of Glas-
gow. My home 
parish (in 
Scotland) is 
the University 
of Glasgow 
Chaplaincy where I was in-
volved during my time at the 
university.

“It’s really hard to pro-
vide a short answer about 
the reasons why I applied to 
the Seminary. The best I can 
say now is that God works in 
wonderful ways, He has al-
ways guided me, He brought 
me to Scotland, and now I 
feel He is calling me to be a 
priest.” 

DEACON EDWARD 
TONER, 27, Pontifical 
Scots College Rome.
“I’m in my final year of for-
mation at the Pontifical Scots 
College, Rome. I’ve been in 
formation in Rome now for 
6 and a half years and have 
studied Philosophy and The-

ology, I’m now 
in the last year 
of my Licence 
in Dogmatic 
Theology at 
the Pontifi-
cal Gregorian 
U n i v e r s i t y. 
Before coming 
to seminary I 

studied Spanish and French 
at Strathclyde University. 
My home parish is St Paul's 
Shettleston.

“Since I was a wee boy I 
always spoke about wanting 
to become a priest, but this 
idea went to the back of my 
mind when I was at school. 
I always believed in God 
and went to Mass and was 
involved in the life of my 
parish, as an altar boy when 
I was younger and then in 
music groups.

“It wasn’t until I was leav-
ing school and starting Uni-

versity that I got involved in 
the Faith Movement where 
I met lots of young Catho-
lics and young priests and 
religious sisters. Meeting 
enthusiastic and faithful 
young Catholics, combined 
with great catechesis, really 
helped me to open myself 
up to God’s will and to start 
considering a priestly voca-
tion.

“I applied for seminary 
three years later and start-
ed seminary in September 
2015. I was ordained a Dea-
con in May last year and will, 
please God, be ordained a 
priest this summer. I really 
can’t wait to get back to the 
Archdiocese and start work-
ing with the people of our 
parishes.”

DEACON DOUGLAS 
GREEN, 58, Pontifical 
Beda College, Rome
“I became a Catholic in 2015 
and I am now in my fourth 
and final year of study in 
Rome. I was ordained a 
deacon at St Paul’s out-
side the Walls in Rome, last 
June. This for me was uplift-

ing, a culmi-
nation of the 
years of study 
and prayer life 
at seminary 
and before, to 
bring me to 
this point of 
my journey to 
serve God. 

“My home 
parish before entering semi-
nary was St Andrew’s Cathe-
dral, Glasgow.  As well as a 
parishioner I was a member 
of the choir.

“Before coming to the sem-
inary process I felt a strong 
calling to serve God for a 
long time but did not know 
what direction to take or 
where God would eventually 
lead me. So he has brought 
me here to Rome to study, I 
was not forced I came freely, 
I came to serve God and His 
peoples, all peoples.

“Now that I am a deacon, 
I have put my whole heart, 
soul, mind and might into 
serving God and His good 
people.  We never stop learn-
ing as deacons and priests.  
Prayer life for me is very 
important and will always 
be ongoing throughout my 
priestly vocation.”

St Andrew’s Day celebrations at Pontifical Scots College, Rome
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Rosary Primary
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Faifley Road, Faifley
Clydebank G81 5EY
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Email:
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Head Teacher: Clare MacColl
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Primary, Faifley
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Holy Cross 
Primary School

316 Calder Street
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We care
Head Teacher:  
Claire Gray

News and views for 
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Supporting our schools

With almost ten 
months to go prepa-

ration is already underway 
for  Catholic education 
Week which takes place 
this year from the Feast of 
St Margaret of Scotland on 
November 16 until the Feast 
of St Andrew  on  November 
30 based on the theme of 
“Communion, Participa-
tion, Mission”, adopted 
from the holy Father’s call 
for a synodal Church.

Originally the highly an-
ticipated event, which en-
courages schools, parishes 
and other agencies to work 
closely together in order to 
celebrate the successes of 
Catholic education in Scot-
land, ran for a single week 
but more recently the Scot-
tish Catholic Education 
Service (SCES) set a fort-
night aside to give schools 
and parishes greater flex-
ibility.

Significance
According to the SCES: 

“Schools and parishes are 
asked to consider which 
week within this fortnight 
best suits their local com-
munity for marking this 
important aspect of the 
school year.

“The purpose of Catholic 
Education Week is to high-
light the significance of ed-
ucation, not only for young 

The work of the Scottish Catholic Education 
Service ensures Catholic schools across Scotland 
are supported in their mission. Already plans are 
being made for this year’s Education Week

people but for society as a 
whole. Students, parents, 
teachers and others are 
asked to reflect on their own 
roles in the education proc-
ess – at home, in school, in 
the local parish and in other 
educational settings.”

SCES provides support 
materials linked to each 
year’s chosen theme to as-
sist schools and parishes 
in their own plans to draw 
attention to the added val-
ue which Catholic schools 
bring across Scotland. 

Promotional events, litur-
gical celebrations, particu-
lar classroom lessons and 
school activities are encour-
aged in schools and parishes 
throughout this week.  The 
materials provided can be 
used at other times of the 
year.

St Thomas Aquinas Secondary
“Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with your God”

112 Mitre Road · Glasgow G14 9PP
Tel: 0141 582 0280
http://twitter.com/StThomasAqSec
headteacher@st-thomasaquinas-sec.glasgow.sch.uk

Head teacher: Claire McInally

85 Anwoth Street, Glasgow G32 7RR
Tel: 0141 778 6227

Head Teacher: Geraldine A Millar

All are welcomed and loved; none are judged

St Paul’s
(Shettleston)

Primary School  
and Nursery Class

Focus on Catholic schools

31 Reid Street
Glasgow G40 4AR
Tel: 0141 554 5949

Sacred Heart Primary
 

4 Glenmore Avenue
Glasgow G42 0EH
0141 647 3952

Head Teacher: Paul Cassidy

IN TRUTH AND LOVE
� @StBrigidsPS
www.st-brigids-pri.glasgow.sch.uk

St. Brigid’s Primary
GREAT

The start of something

Open Evening
Thursday 25th November

To register visit staloysius.org
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Supporting Catholic 
Education in Scotland

Applications now open for August 2022

With small class sizes and state-of-the-art campus, 

St Aloysius’ College is the ideal environment for learning.

To find out more about a place for your child, contact our 

admissions department or visit our website at staloysius.org.

 45 Hill St, Glasgow, G3 6RJ   |   admissions@staloysius.org   |   0141 332 3190   |   staloysius.org

“At our school everyone will be helped towards
their fullest spiritual, educational, social, vocational
and physical development.”

Our Lady and St Patrick’s High School
Howatshaws Rd
Dumbarton G82 3DR
Tel: 01389 773920
SchoolOffice.OLSPSecondarySchool@
west-dunbarton.gov.uk
www.olsp.org.uk
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227 GlenMoriston Road
Darnley, Glasgow G53 7HT
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Head Teacher:

Mrs Bridie La Combre
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Second Avenue 
Dalmuir  
G81 3LE  
Tel: 0141 9521 491 

Working together 
to realise our academic, spiritual, 

physical and social potential. 
 

Head Teacher:  Jane Crombie  
schooloffice.ststephens@west-dunbarton.gov.uk 

 
 

St Stephen’s Primary School 
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a recruitment drive for 
more Catholic teach-

ers to join the profession 
has been launched by the 
Scottish Catholic education 
Service.

Working closely with Di-
ocesan RE Advisers and in 
partnership with schools 
and head teachers, the SCES 
recruitment working group, 
who meet twice a year, have 
developed new online re-
sources to encourage and 
support aspiring teachers.

These include materials 
for pupils in S3 to S6, advice 
for applying to university, 
interview preparation, vid-
eos from current Catholic 
Head Teachers and Profes-

sional and Spiritual reading 
that centre on the vocation 
to teach.

A spokesperson for SCES 
said: “There has never been a 
better time to consider a ca-
reer in teaching and Catho-

lic schools all over Scotland 
are looking for ambitious 
and committed  new teach-
ers who can be a vital part 
of a community of faith and 
learning, making a real dif-
ference and helping future 

generations achieve and be-
lieve.”

For more details visit the 
SCES website at www.sces.
org.uk .

education

 

St Roch’s Secondary 
Rhymer Street 
Glasgow G21 2NR 
Twitter / Instagram: 
@St-Rochs 
 
 

Headteacher:  
Stephen Stone  
headteacher@st-rochs-
sec.glasgow.sch.uk  
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Flourish Newspaper

St. Lucy’s Primary

Life with Christ is a
wonderful adventure

Pope John Paul II

Oak Road,
Abronhill
Cumbernauld
G67 3LQ

Tel: 01236 794852
Head Teacher:
Elaine Johnston

St Lucys 5x1.qxd 2018-01-23

Head Teacher:  
Marie R Murphy

enquiries@holycross.n-lanark.sch.uk
� @HolyCrossNLC

Primary School and Nursery Class

Learning with love, 
justice and hope

Tel: 0141 634 5219
Fax: 0141 634 9750

Head Teacher:
Mr C. Devlin

29 Dunagoil Road
Glasgow
G45 9UR

St John Paul II Primary

John Paul II 5x1.qxd 8/2/22

20 Crompton Avenue
Glasgow G44 5AF
Tel: 0141 637 8750

Head Teacher:
Brian Bourke

Love for Life and
Love for Learning

Artwork for
Flourish Newspaper

St. Fillan’s
Primary School

St Fillan 5x1.qxd 2020-01-23

St. Bride’s
83 Craigie Street
Glasgow G42 8NB
Tel: 0141 423 7733
Louise Kerr
Head Teacher

St Brides 5x1.qxd 8/2/22 14:

30 Havelock Street
Glasgow G11 5JE
Tel 0141 357 0609

Head Teacher: Christina MacDonald
Notre Dame Primary is co-educational

Notre Dame
Primary

Notre Dame 5x1.qxd 2020-01-23

Broomlands Road
South Carbrain

Cumbernauld G67 2PT
Head Teacher:

Miss Marie Love

St Margaret of Scotland Primary,
Language Communication

& Support Centre & Nursery Class

Artwork for
Flourish Newspaper

“Serving the common good”

St Margaret of Scotland 5x1.qx

Recruitment drive for Catholic 
teachers announced for 2022
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February being my 
birth-month reminds 

me of this painting entitled 
Madonna del Parto by the 
Tuscan painter, Piero della 
Francesca which dates from 
early in the second half of 
the 15th century. 

It depicts Our Lady in the 
late stages of pregnancy 
when she is about to give 
birth to the Divine Son.  It 

was originally hung in the 
apse of a church in the village 
of Monterchi, his mother’s 
village, but is now housed in 
the local museum.  

Hopefully, one day, it will 
return to the lovely little 
church from which it came.  
Although it had withstood 
an earthquake, it was moved 

because it had suffered from 
many years of neglect.  The 
painting dates from round 
about the time of his moth-
er’s death and probably re-
minded Piero of the prayer 
he said, and we say.  “Hail 
Mary… Blessed is the fruit of 
thy womb, Jesus.” 

Her posture and her un-
gainly hands show signs that 
mothers reading this piece 
will easily recognise. Sci-
entific investigation reveal 
that the head-dress and the 
canopy were intended to be 
more elaborate with much 
more decoration.  

Perhaps the necessary 
speed of fresco work pre-
vented the painter’s origi-
nal intention.  Look at the 
angels holding the canopy.  
They are a mirror image 
of each other. Perhaps the 
same model was used for 
both and only the different 
colours mark them as indi-
viduals.  I like the red socks!

to a life of silence and solitude within a
community of fellow seekers?

The Cistercian monks at Nunraw Abbey
offer such an opportunity.

With them you can praise God through
the psalms and liturgy at set times during
the day. You will have time to study the
ways of God and to meet God in your
lectio divina. And, you will find work
that will keep body and soul together.

If you have good reason to believe
Godmay be calling you to be a monk,

write to:
Vocation Director, NunrawAbbey
HADDINGTON, EH41 4LW, Scotland
Or email: nunraw.abbot@yahoo.co.uk

Scottish Charity No SCO22611

Is God calling you?
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by mgr tom monaghan

i’m one of those annoying 
people who love January. 

Granted, I’m probably an-
noying for a load of other 
reasons. 

When the New Year 
comes around I’m buzz-
ing with ideas and plans. 
Experience has taught me 
that few of my ideas ever 
come to fruition yet my 
enthusiasm remains undi-
minished.

This year I’m behind the 
game. 2022 is well under-
way now and my big plan 
for the year is only now 
about to take flight. And it’s 
a landmark year. Yup, come 
December and the feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe I’ll 
be turning 60 which I’m to-
tally fine with. 

The thought of entering 
my seventh decade is going 
to take a bit of getting used 
to, especially since I still 
feel about 22. 

My mother dreaded 
birthdays ending in an ‘0’. 
When we were planning 
her 80th birthday party – 
a wee get-together in our 
house for her nieces and 
remaining siblings – we 
printed what we thought 
was a lovely invitation. 
When we showed it to her 
before we sent it out she 
was crestfallen. “Could you 
do it without telling them 

my age?” she implored.
Me, I take the opposite 

approach. While I’m not 
the big party kind of gal and 
certainly not the surprise 
party type, I intend to com-
memorate the milestone.

Himself has been primed 
for a series of weekend 
breaks to make up for the 
Covid restrictions of the 
last couple of years. Other 
than that I’m taking inspi-
ration from a pal of mine 
who celebrated her half-
century by attending Mass 
throughout the year in 50 
different churches in the 
archdiocese. 

So, starting this week, 
I’m going to attend Mass 
at 60 churches, learning 
about the history of each 
church and its place in the 
archdiocese. That’s to say 
while most of them will be 
in the archdiocese I hope 
to expand my geographi-
cal reach by including my 
home diocese of Galloway. 

Before my parents were 
married my dad would take 
his mother out on a drive 
on a Sunday. They would 
visit the church in the dio-
cese which was hosting 40 
Hours and then he would 
take her thereafter for af-
ternoon tea. 

St Margaret’s Cathedral, 
Ayr will be top of my list for 

Galloway. As my childhood 
church it has a special place 
in my heart. My parents 
would often remind me 
of its proud history, being 
built in 1827, two years pri-
or to Catholic Emancipa-
tion. The parish itself was 
started in 1822, making this 
year its bicentennial.

Please God, Mass on my 
60th birthday will be in my 
own parish of St Peter’s, 
Partick, which was our 
first parish after we were 
married and where we cel-
ebrated the baptism of the 
first of our four children. 
It’s also where our three 
daughters were married. 

St Robert’s, Peat Rd will 
definitely be on the list as 
that’s where our son was 
married. Then there’s Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour, 
our former parish where 
our youngest two were bap-
tised to be included. Sadly I 
can’t complete the quartet 
of baptismal churches since 
our son was christened in 
St Simon’s, Partick which 
tragically was burned down 
last year but St Peter’s will 

cover that.
I’ll consider my mum’s 

home parish of Our Lady, 
Star of the Sea, Saltcoats, 
something of a hybrid as it 
was in the Archdiocese of 
Glasgow until 1947. 

I’m going to begin with 
our mother church, St An-
drew’s Cathedral as that 
seems like an appropriate 
choice. Then it’s be on to St 
Teresa’s, Possilpark which 
to my shame I’ve never been 
in, although St Thérèse of 
Lisieux is my confirmation 
saint and I have a great de-
votion to her. 

Full disclosure here: I 
have always associated 
St Teresa’s with St Teresa 
of Avila on account of the 
spelling. I’m even more 
ashamed when I think 
of the Little Flower relics 
coming to this church in 
2019 and me still not crack-
ing on.

So, who knows what 
other lack of knowledge 
I’ll unearth in the coming 
months as I traverse the 
archdiocese and beyond. 

I’ll keep you posted!

Mary’s musings
Flourish’s new columnist  
Mary McGinty’s monthly 
musings on faith and family

Church-hopping birthday pledge
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our lady is a true mother for all
Piero della Francesca, Madonna del Parto, 15th century
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as our seminary course 
began here in sala-

manca in January – all ob-
stacles to getting the stu-
dents here overcome! – we 
were struck by how of ten 
the Mass readings in those 
early weeks were about vo-
cation, calls and responses. 

In the Sunday Gospels 
too, we heard Jesus at the 
start of his ministry, laying 
out his mission and invit-
ing disciples to join him. All 
highly appropriate for sem-
inarians at the very start of 
their journey!

Over the three Sundays 
before Lent begins, we hear 
Jesus taking things a little 
deeper, teaching his disci-
ples and a large crowd. It is 
one long passage, a “sermon” 
of sorts, split into three 
parts over these weeks. 

It is similar to Matthew’s 
“Sermon on the Mount” but 
much shorter, for, while 
Matthew likes to gather Je-
sus’ teachings and sayings 
into large speeches, Luke 
tends to spread them out 
across his gospel, linking 
them more directly to Jesus’ 
activity.

Luke presented Jesus 
preaching in a synagogue as 
he began his ministry; now, 
he preaches in the open, 
bringing good news to the 
poor as he said he had come 
to do, and spelling out what 
his message demands in re-
sponse.

Sixth Sunday, Year C
In the first “slice” of Jesus’ 

sermon, we hear the Be-
atitudes as Luke presents 
them. Unlike Matthew’s 
version, these are shorter, 
more direct (“you” rather 
than “they”) and more 
practical in meaning (“the 
hungry” rather than “those 
hungering for justice” for 
example). 

The promised “happiness” 
echoes and deepens what 
Jesus had said, quoting 
Isaiah, that he brings “good 
news to the poor”. However, 
like a prophet, he expresses 
the opposite too: happiness 
for the poor and hungry 
imply woes for the rich and 

self-satisfied. The Kingdom 
turns things on their heads. 

Luke has already suggest-
ed that through the words 
of Mary, who praises God 
for lifting up the lowly and 
casting down the proud, for 
example: God turns things 
upside-down. The mourn-
ing will laugh; those who 
laugh will mourn (“laugh-
ing”, in Scripture, is often 
a sign of someone scorning 
God or his messengers!). 

Jesus preaches both 
hope for the suffering and 
a warning for those who 
would reject the Kingdom 
and the word of God. He 
perhaps also hints that, 
since he is a true prophet, 
he will be rejected himself, 
and his messenger-disciples 
too. The passage is certainly 
challenging!

Seventh Sunday, Year C
The second part of the 

sermon this week focusses 
on the morality expected 
of those who belong to the 

Kingdom. Jesus speaks to 
“you who are listening”, in 
other words both to his dis-
ciples, to whom the sermon 
is first directed, and also to 
the crowds. 

It is both teaching the 
faithful and mission to 
those beyond. And the basis 
of the morality is to act like 
God, who is compassionate, 
kind and merciful. 

The disciple has to go be-
yond a “tit-for-tat” mental-
ity, simply returning good 
or ill done to you or doing 
good only for a reward. 

Even settling for “doing as 
you would be done to” seems 
not to be enough here: Jesus 
instead calls us to “do as 
God would do”, which is so 
much deeper, so much more 
generous – and perhaps so 
much harder!

Eighth Sunday, Year C
Lastly, the Sermon of-

fers us a couple of images 
to ponder and the chal-
lenges that go with them. 

Jesus told us that he came to 
“bring the blind new sight”. 
Today, we hear what hap-
pens if we refuse to let him 
open our eyes: we will fall 
into a pit and bring others 
down with us! 

Mind you, that blind-
ness might not be caused by 
simply failing to open our 
eyes. It could be caused by 
the plank covering our eyes 
which we don’t even notice! 
The power of the Spirit in Je-
sus opens our eyes, removes 
the plank and helps us see 
clearly enough to bring 
God’s goodness to others 
too. 

Over these weeks, the 
“Sermon on the Plain” 
builds on Jesus’s first ser-
mon in Nazareth and spells 
out its impact on us. The 
Spirit anointed Jesus to 
preach the freedom, light, 
joy and grace of God’s King-
dom. Now freed, we should 
free the captive, forgiven we 
should practice forgiveness, 
restored to goodness in this 
“year of the Lord’s favour”, 
we should draw from the 
store of his grace within us. 

If we preach good news to 
the poor, we are to be good 

news to the poor! Once 
blind, now we see; once 
mourning, now we rejoice; 
once hungry, now we are 
filled, with a fulness over-
flowing for others as it over-
flows from our compassion-
ate Father for us.

First Sunday of Lent, Year C
Those three February Sun-

days form a unit, but then as 
March begins so does Lent. 
As always, on the first Sun-
day we hear of Jesus’ 40 days 
in the desert and the tests 
he faces. 

Again, Luke is like Mat-
thew here, with the same 
three temptations and Jesus’ 
responses drawing from 
Scripture. Luke, however, 
has his own take on things. 
Matthew ends with the 
temptation on the moun-
tain, looking out over the 
nations. His gospel will end 
with Jesus sending the apos-
tles out to make disciples of 
all the nations. Luke, how-
ever, makes the temptation 
in Jerusalem the last one, as 
the climax of the story. 

For Luke, Jerusalem is 
crucial (literally!). It is to-
wards there that the whole 

of his Gospel will lead and it 
is from there that the mis-
sion of the disciples to the 
world will begin. He begins 
his gospel in the Jerusalem 
Temple (with the angel’s 
message to Zechariah) and 
ends it there too (with the 
disciples there praising 
God). 

Jesus is being tempted to 
short-circuit the whole plan 
of God, but he rejects that 
temptation in favour of do-
ing God’s will. 

We will be back in Jerusa-
lem in a few weeks’ when we 
enter into Holy Week. That 
is “the appointed time” Luke 
refers to, when the devil will 
return to do his worst. But 
we already know that Jesus 
will overcome him then too. 

God’s will is to save (see 
the First and Second Read-
ing) and we know with cer-
tainty that Jesus will bring 
about that salvation. 

Even as we begin our 
Lenten penance, we hear 
that evil, sin, and all that 
oppresses us has been over-
come through the events 
that took place in Jerusa-
lem that Passover week. Sin 
never gets the last word!

Reading the February gospels 
helps us get our priorities right

Fr Tom 
Kilbride

Vincent James
In loving memory of our
dear brother and father
who died 17/2/95. In our
hearts and minds, Vince.
Rest in eternal peace.

Leo, Paul, Angela, Teresa,
Marie Adele

MURRAY

Vincent James Murray 5x1 16/2

pct@rcag.org.uk · 0141 226 5898 · Scottish Charity SC029832

A charity of the Archdiocese of Glasgow

THANK YOU!
To all our very generous supporters   

Your Caring Sunday, fundraising initiatives 
and Advent box donations have already 

reached over £27,000.

Supporting local groups 
to meet social needs and build community

Supporting local groups to meet 
social needs and build community
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Jim and I were close 
friends for over 45 years 

and he was my best friend. 
We first met at the semi-

nary in Cardross in 1976 
during a college function at 
which parents were present. 
He made a dramatic entrance 
from the top of a staircase, 
wearing his extra-large size 
cassock, with a cup of tea in 
hand, and asked if I’d seen 
his mother. When I said I 
didn’t know what she looked 
like he replied, ‘just look for 
me with a hat on!’

Jim used to hold court at 
college, sitting in his room, 
drinking tea, lots of tea. I’d 
never met anyone who drank 
so much tea. He was called 
‘Bede’ by the other students 
in his early seminary days 
because he always had his 
rosary beads in his hands 
with a rather pious demean-
our. While he dropped the 
pious demeanour, prayer 
remained of utmost impor-
tance to him. When dis-
cussing the problems of the 
world or the Church his re-
frain was always ‘but where 
is Christ in all of this?’

I remember well his ordi-
nation in 1978, particularly 

the reception. Monsignor 
Jimmy McMahon who was 
rector at the time, spoke 
jokingly of the problems the 
staff had experienced with 
Jim. He highlighted his se-
verely withdrawn person-
ality and that they couldn’t 
get him to say a word to 
anyone. In those rather less-
sensitive days he also spoke 
of Jim’s poor appetite and 
their inability to get him to 
eat. Finally, he spoke of their 
difficulty in getting Jim to 
read or study. Jim was in 
fact an excellent student of 
theology. One of his lectur-
ers at Cardross, Fr George 

Donaldson, told me that Jim 
was the best student he’d 
taught. 

After Cardross, Jim had 
the opportunity to study 
history at Cambridge Uni-
versity but chose not to. He 
remained a great reader 
throughout his life with a 
prodigious memory and 
he could quote entire para-
graphs from Vatican docu-
ments, so much so that I 
used to call him the Vatican’s 
star pupil.

Jim didn’t do anything by 
half measures. He gave his 
all in everything – in prayer, 
in study, in work, in enjoy-
ment and in friendship. He 
enjoyed working with peo-
ple and this was one of his 
greatest strengths. 

Many will have been the 
parishioners who first met 
him in Bellsmyre, Partick, 
Drumchapel, Alexandria, 
Househillwood, Thornlie-
bank or Carmyle, when he 
officiated at their wedding, 
baptised their children, visit-
ed them when they were sick, 
brought communion, buried 
family and friends, listened 
when they were troubled or 
just made them laugh. 

one of Glasgow’s old-
est priests has died. 

Fr Joseph Murphy passed 
away on 7 January last, he 
was in the loving care of 
Asborough Nursing home, 
Milltown, Co. kerry since 
August 2019.

His Requiem Mass took 
place in the rural village of 
Ballydesmond in County 
Cork and he was interred in 
the church grounds beside 
his late brother Fr Tom.

His nephew, Joe Murphy 
said: “He often spoke of the 
wonderful years he spent 
in the Sacred Heart Parish, 
Glasgow , and he instilled a 
love for his favourite team 
Glasgow Celtic in all of his 
nieces and nephews. He will 
be dearly missed by us all.”

Joseph Murphy was born 
on 21 February 1929 in Ire-
land. He was educated 
at St Brendan’s Killarney 
(1943–1946); Rockwell Col-
lege Cashel (1946-1948); and 
studied for the priesthood 
at St Peter’s College Wexford 
(1948–1954).

He was ordained on 6 June 
1954 by Bishop James Staun-
ton, Bishop of Ferns, at St 
Peter’s College Chapel in 
Wexford and immediately 
crossed the sea to serve as a 
priest in the Archdiocese of 
Glasgow.

His appointments were 

varied. From 1954–1960 he 
was Assistant Priest the 
then-new and now-closed 
parish of St Nicholas in the 
east end of the city; from 
1960–1967 he served as As-
sistant Priest at St Teresa’s 
Possilpark. This was fol-
lowed by a three-year stint as 
Assistant Priest St Saviour’s 
in Govan. In 1970 he was on 
the move again, this time to 
St Agnes Lambhill where he 
stayed until 1977. 

That year he was appoint-
ed by Archbishop Winning 
to the newish parish of St 
Louise, Arden where he 

ministered until 1982. His 
last appointment was as 
Parish Priest in a parish of 
his own and he found him-
self back in his beloved east 
end in charge of the great 
old parish of Sacred Heart 
Bridgeton.

He made a great impres-
sion on parishioners there 
as was evidenced by the 
outpourings of affection on 
the Archdiocesan Facebook 
page:

One former parishioner 
recalled: “Fr Murphy used 
to bring his Collie Dog into 
my Veterinary Practice and I 
loved being in his company.”

Another wrote: “A fantas-
tic priest – he always came 
up to the house …”

A third wrote: “He was 
our priest in Sacred Heart. I 
cleaned church for him with 
my pal Ina and have very 
happy memories of him. A 
lovely man, he will be sadly 
missed. I remember his wee 
Collie too!”

Fr Murphy retired in 1990 
after eight years at the helm 
of Sacred Heart and re-
turned to his native Ireland 
which he had left as a young 
man. There he lived happily 
with his family and helped 
out in local parishes until his 
final decline. He died at the 
age of 92.

Requiescat in pace. 

Fr Jim’s ministry touched many lives

Fond memories of Irish 
pastor
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I know that many wel-
comed him into their homes 
and how much he valued 
that. People were his passion 
– poor, rich, young, old, but 
I think he had a special place 
for those who were margin-
alised by society or even by 
the Church. You can see why 
he was fond of Pope Francis. 

He styled himself at dif-
ferent times ‘James of Alex-
andria’ or ‘James of Carmyle’ 
and his injunction to ‘smile 
you’re in Carmyle’ was leg-
endary. Jim was passionate 
about ministry and faith-
ful to his calling to the end. 
It grieved him that serious 
illness in middle age had 
slowed him down and even 
at the end of his life he still 
hankered to have greater 
opportunities to work with 
people pastorally.

He loved eating out with 
friends: I think of him or-
dering a meal in any one of 
his favourite restaurants 
in Glasgow when he would 
finish his order with, ‘and 
plenty of it!’ How many 
times did we hear him say 
‘that was a great day out. I 
loved it!’ or ‘that was a great 
wee night!’? 

He loved Ireland and 

Irish music, especially mel-
ancholic songs, the sadder 
the better. It’s a good job he 
didn’t drink. 

Jim was a character, a one 
off, never dull, but he was 
much more than a charac-
ter. He was a person of real 
substance. A friend of mine 
who lives in Germany, and 
who’s not at all religious, 
met Jim only once. He wrote 
to me on hearing of his 
death: ‘You had talked about 
Jim so warmly before we fi-
nally met him. And I could 
tell the moment I met him, 
here was a Mensch (a person 
of substance), wise, percep-
tive, humorous, someone 
who radiated his faith’. 

Having ministered to 
the sick as chaplain to the 
Western Infirmary and 
elsewhere, he in turn was 
a model patient in the hos-
pital and he was clearly ad-
mired, respected and liked 
a great deal by the staff who 
cared for him so well. He 
was still telling stories and 
ministering on his sick bed, 
still commenting on the 
lovely outfit the consultant 
was wearing – teaching us 
by example how to face suf-
fering and death with se-

renity. He told me he wasn’t 
afraid of death and that he 
was curious about it and 
looking forward to meeting 
‘the Boss’.

Jim is our brother, uncle, 
cousin and friend. For me he 
was always there! Very ac-
cepting and generous with 
his time. He was a great en-
courager. He gave of himself 
to the end and friendship 
was one of his special gifts. 
He always put himself out 
for me and for many of you, 
even when his own health 
wasn’t so good. He mel-
lowed over the years and was 
eventually more accepting of 
himself and others.

I don’t think Glasgow will 
ever be the same for me. I’ll 
always expect to see a tall 
figure in a black coat with a 
wee black beret tilted to the 
side waddling at a snail’s-
pace down Buchanan Street, 
with a tiny bag containing a 
book, a miniscule ornament 
or the latest fragrance. 

I don’t think I’ll really take 
this all in until one evening 
when he’s the person I need 
to talk to and he’s not there. 
That evening will come. 
For us all, I say: Thanks for 
everything Jim.

by professor  
eddie campbell

Pictures by Paul McSherry
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Malita, Malawi

Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund
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