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COTLAND’S bishops

have asked Catholics
to use the forthcoming
Christmas season to make
the decision to return to
Sunday Mass.

The appeal follows new
figures which show the im-
pact of the Covid pandemic
on Mass attendance across
the Archdiocese - a signifi-
cant 30 per cent drop, with
some parishes losing more
than half their Sunday Mass
attendees.

The unsurprising drop in
numbers attending Mass
followed the suspension of
the Sunday obligation last
year and the repeat waves
of Covid 19 which left many
people afraid to come to
Mass.

From the start of the New
Year the Bishops have re-
stored the Sunday obliga-
tion, though the current
decision came before the
new variant of Covid was
discovered.

The Bishops acknowledge
the difficulty of making
their decision in a pastoral
letter: “We have often been
asked about reinstating the
obligation to attend Mass
on Sundays and Holydays
of obligation. In our flud
situation, this is not an easy
judgment to make. Thanks,
however, to the effort and
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ye faithful

Bishops appeal for return to Sunday Mass as
census shows 30% drop in attendance

good sense of so many, our
churches have proven to be
safe places. So, saving any
serious worsening of the
situation, we believe that
Christmastide provides an
opportune moment to re-
store the obligation”.

They add: “In accordance
with the common teaching
of the Church this obliga-
tion does not bind those in
ill health or those otherwise
impeded from attending
Mass.

“Nor, in the context of
Covid, does it bind those
showing symptoms of the
virus or with underlying
health conditions, or those
with responsibilities for
people in need of special
care. The obligation to keep
the Lord’s Day holy by at-
tending Mass should not
be seen as a burden. It is
a summons addressed to
our human freedom and to
the heart of every baptised
member of the Church.”

The scale of the challenge
facing parishes across the
Archdiocese is huge. All
but one parish have shown
significant drops in the
numbers attending since
the start of the pandemic,
though in some cases people
are choosing to attend Mass
on a weekday rather than a
Sunday to avoid crowds.

PRI

‘-H‘F‘J 1-”L"J";Jﬂul A m LI i, A

T TN

CENLIE PdgEs

= IN ASSOCIATION WITH = Reigart

making way for progress




2 | NEws

FLOURISH December 2021

Sunday Mass should not be seen as a burden

Bishops’ Letter on restoring the Mass obligation in the Dioceses of Scotland

EAR Brothers and Sis-
ters, Christ is born for
us, come let us adore him.

Christmas is approach-
ing. It is an occasion to re-
new our family life, to reach
out to the lonely and to cel-
ebrate the core of our faith:
Emmanuel, God with us.

We have all experienced
the negative impact the
pandemic has had on our
common liturgical celebra-
tions and our access to the
Sacraments, especially
the Eucharist. Now that
more people are attending
church, the Bishops of Scot-
land want to encourage all
the Catholic faithful to re-
new their covenant with the
Church and her worship.
Christmas seems the right
time to do this. We remem-
ber how the shepherds said
to each other: “Let us go over
to Bethlehem and see this
thing which has happened,
which the Lord has made
known to us” (Lk 2:15). The
Child in the manger calls to
us to go with them.

Christmas Day this year
falls on a Saturday. It will
be followed immediately by
the feast of the Holy Family
on the Sunday. We therefore
strongly encourage you to
take advantage of the cel-
ebrations of that weekend
by attending Mass on both
days, or at least once.

We have often been asked
about reinstating the ob-
ligation to attend Mass on
Sundays and Holydays of
obligation. In our fluid situ-
ation, this is not an easy
judgment to make. Thanks,
however, to the effort and

good sense of so many, our
churches have proven to be
safe places. So, saving any
serious worsening of the
situation, we believe that
Christmastide provides an
opportune moment to re-
store the obligation.

The obligation to attend
Mass on Sundays and Ho-
lydays of Obligation will
therefore be reinstated from
Sunday 2nd January,the
first of the new year. That
Sunday coincides with the
Solemnity of the Epiphany
of the Lord. It will be an oc-
casion for us to join the wise
men in offering worship to
the Infant Jesus.

In accordance with the
common teaching of the
Church this obligation does
not bind those in ill health
or those otherwise impeded

from attending Mass. Nor,
in the context of Covid,
does it bind those show-
ing symptoms of the virus
or with underlying health
conditions, or those with
responsibilities for people
in need of special care. The
obligation to keep the Lord’s
Day holy by attending Mass
should not be seen as a
burden. It is a summons
addressed to our human
freedom and to the heart of
every baptised member of
the Church. “There is within
me”, said St Ignatius of An-
tioch, “a murmur of living
water which says, ‘Come
to the Father”. The obliga-
tion calls us to come to the
Father together with our
fellow-believers, to “listen
to the word of God and to
take part in the Eucharist,

Priests: “We’re up for

ATHOLICS are being
Curged to return to Mass
for Christmas as new fig-
ures reveal an alarming fall
in attendances despite the
easing of Covid restrictions,
writes Brian Swanson.

Some parishes have seen
numbers fall by as much as
60 per cent according to the
latest census of church at-
tendances.

Yet despite the downturn
since the 2019 census the
trend should be seen as an
stimulus to renew according
to priests across the Arch-
diocese.

Monsignor Paul Murray,
parish priest of St Helen's
Langside who is also Chan-
cellor of the Archdiocese,
said: “I fear the pandemic
has only caused an existing
process to accelerate - the
response to which is the
same as it has always been
— some kind of Pastoral Plan

of Evangelization capable of
reaching to the peripheries.

“The average decline in
attendance since the last
census has been about one
third. The ‘best’ parishes are
down only about 15 per cent
with the ‘worst’ around 60
per cent mark while Saint
Helen's is sitting around the
45 per cent mark.

“The main demographic
in decline, I think, are the
younger parishioners and
families who may have been
hanging on to practice by
their fingertips before the
pandemic and have simply
got out of the habit.”

“They were probably al-
ways a bit vulnerable to
other distractions diverting
them from weekly practice
and the closure of churches
hasallowed for the establish-
ment of a different weekend
routine where Mass attend-
ance does not play a part.

“Some of these may be
continuing to watch Mass on
line, but I'm not sure it’s sig-
nificant — although Facebook
and YouTube analytics have
to be treated very cautiously
— T have noticed a general de-
cline in engagement over the
last couple of months.”

Canon David Wallace,
parish priest of Our Lady
of Lourdes, Cardonald, also
spoke of the need to respond
to the census with courage.

He said: “It can be easy
to be downhearted, realis-
ing this might cause some
changes we won't be com-
fortable about. However, we
are still dealing with a global
pandemic and arent done
with it just yet. The effects of
the pandemic will undoubt-
edly impact on our future
and encourage us all (not
just clergy) to find new ways
of transmitting the Gospel
message for all to hear.

Bishops’ conference with Papal Nuncio Archbishop Gugerotti
Picture by Paul McSherry

calling to mind the passion,
resurrection and glory of
the Lord Jesus, and giving
thanks to God who ‘has be-
gotten [us] to a living hope,
through the resurrection of
Christ from the dead” (Sac-
rosanctum Concilium, 106;1
Pt 1:3). Sunday Mass can re-
invigorate and refresh our
Christian faith, our sense
of community and our de-
sire to live as missionary
disciples in the world. This
is why the Church takes this
obligation seriously.

It has been good to have
access to the Sacred Liturgy
online, and we encourage
those unable to attend Mass
on Sundays and Holydays
to continue making use of
this. Of itself, though, on-
line participation does not
fulfil the obligation. Noth-

the challenge”

T

FrJim Lawlor

“I am confident that we'll
come out of this tough time
on everyone with an eager-
ness for new life and a fresh
excitement for evangelisa-
tion. It won't happen over-
night and it’s going to be
hard work, but we're up to
the challenge”

He added:” There was ab-
solutely no doubt as we ap-
proached the annual census
at the beginning of Novem-
ber that numbers attend-

ing can adequately replace
actual presence. At the heart
of our Christian life is the
event of the Word becoming
flesh and our incorporation
through the Sacraments
into his Body. It’s to expe-
rience this that we come to
church. Our current reflec-
tion on synodality points us
in the same direction: we
are a people who meet to-
gether because we journey
together.

Let us therefore use the
coming Christian season to
return, with purified hearts
and fresh fervour, to our
sacramental and liturgi-
cal life. During Advent and
beyond, there will be op-
portunities to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion. And Christmas itself
is more than a Day. Itis a

ing church services would
be stark. Our own numbers
were reduced by 50 per cent.

“Over the past 20 months,
we found ourselves having
to keep our buildings closed
for 6 months, restrictions on
numbers gathering restrict-
ed to 20 or 50 people, high
numbers staying at home to
live stream Masses and oth-
er liturgies and even watch-
ing those numbers falling
away through all we've had
to face.

“We might ask questions
about why people are reluc-
tant to return? Some will
have become used to not at-
tending.

“Some are still fearful of
coming into crowded spaces.
Some have grown frail and
lost confidence in going out
at all. Some, in fact, favour
coming to weekday Masses
which are quieter instead
of joining the assembly on a

Season. Beyond Christmas
Day, it includes the beauti-
ful feasts of the Holy Fam-
ily, of Mary, Mother of God,
of the Epiphany and the
Baptism of the Lord. In the
northern hemisphere, this
season falls at a dark and
low time of the year. This is
not by chance. It’s precisely
at this time, made darker
still by so many current un-
certainties, that we are of-
fered divine energy and the
joy of the human birth of a
divine child. Christ’s birth
means the forgiveness of
our sins and our rebirth as
children of God. We sense
how Mary’s motherhood
embraces us as well and,
at the Epiphany, the star of
faith lights up our hearts. As
the Lord is immersed in the
River Jordan the waters of
our own baptism can flow in
our lives with new force. We
are given light and strength
to live a new year in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

In his Letter of the oth of
November to the Catholics
of Scotland, written in the
midst of CoP26, the Holy Fa-
thersaid, “In these challeng-
ing times, may all Christ’s
followers in Scotland re-
new their commitment to
be convincing witnesses to
the joy of the Gospel and
its power to bring light and
hope to every effort to build
a future of justice, fraternity
and prosperity, both mate-
rial and spiritual.”

We echo these words as
we seek together to follow
God’s ways and open our
hearts to the gift of his Son.

Sunday.”

Father Jim Lawlor, par-
ish priest of Immaculate
Conception Maryhill, where
figures are down by about
a third, believes that fear of
Covid is not the single rea-
son for parishioners to stay
away from Mass.

PointingoutthatChurches
had among the most strin-
gent hygiene of all public
places, he said: “We still get
good attendances for wed-
dings, funerals, christenings
and things like the recent
COP26 Masses so there's
obviously a willingness for
people to come through the
doors but not sadly in the
numbers we would like for
weekly Mass.

“The live streaming of
Masses might turn out to
be a Catch 22 because peo-
ple got out of the habit of
going to church. To reverse

Continued on page 12
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Trees planted in honour of ‘our uncle Philip’

TH EIR faces solemn with
concentration, three
children plant a holly tree
in memory of the man the
world knew as Archbishop
Philip Tartaglia but who

Almost a year after his death the great affection in which Archbishop
Tartaglia is still held continues to be marked by trees planted by
schoolchildren in memory of a church leader who had a special passion
for education. The latest of these, at its heart a faith-filled tribute by the
Archbishop’s family, was one of the most poignant, as Brian Swanson

was to them simply Uncle
Philip.

Gabriel, 13, Lucia, 10, and
Philip, 6, are students at
St Aloysius College whose
fellow pupils, with the en-
thusiastic support of staff,
arranged the simple service
which took place overlook-
ing a small unused piece
of land outside the Junior
School in Hill Street now
transformed into an ever-
lasting memorial garden to
Archbishop Tartaglia who
died on January 13, 2021, the
feast day of St Mungo.

And as members of his
immediate family, includ-
ing his brother Canon Gerry
Tartaglia, parish priest of
St Margaret’s Clydebank,
looked on proudly, another
significent coincidence
emerged when it was point-
ed out that the day chosen
at random to pay tribute to
the Archbishop — November
19 — was almost exactly 16
years to the day that he was
ordained Bishop of Paisley.

There was symbolism too
in the choice of the holly
tree voted for by pupils.

Headmaster =~ Matthew
Bartlett said: “The senior
school recently planted a
sycamore tree for the Arch-
bishop just round the corner
in Scott Street and today was
the turn of the junior school
to pay their own tribute.

“They voted for the holly
I think because it is sturdy
and robust - in many ways
just like the Archbishop
himself who was a great
friend to our school and
who truly believed in the
value of young people and
their education.”

Father Gerry Mitchell,
the newly-appointed par-
ish priest of St Aloysius who
taught in the college almost

30 years ago, conducted the
service which included this
prayer:

“We pray that the this
tree will take root in this
soil, drawing from it wa-
ter and nutrients so it may
grow and blossom bringing
beauty, offering shelter to
birds and insects, its ever-
green presence reminding
us of the Archbishop’s love
and goodwill; his faith and
commitment to the people
of Glasgow and beyond. We
ask this through Christ our
Lord.”

The St Aloysius tribute
treesnowjoin dozens of oth-
ers in schools throughout
the Archdiocese inspired by
the words of Bishop Hugh

Gilbert of Aberdeen who in
his funeral eulogy compared
the death of the Archbishop
to ‘a great tree felled during
a storm.

After the service Canon
Gerry Tartaglia, speaking
on behalf of the family said,
“In various schools around
the Archdiocese these trees
have been planted in his
memory — what a beautiful
tribute to him.

“He had a great affection
and admiration for Catholic
teachers and schools and
never tired of supporting
them. Catholic schools are
a wonderful gift to Scotland
and everyone who partici-
pates in them is the better
for doing so.”

Mary’s Meals will double your money

ou can afford to be

twice as generous this
festive season in your sup-
port for Mary’s Meals.

The charity, which is
headquartered in Scotland
has launched a Double the
Love campaign.

Right up until 31st Janu-
ary 2022, all donations up
to a total of £1.6 million will
be matched by a generous
group of private donors.

A spokesman for the char-
ity said: “Every little act of
love for the hungry children
who eat Mary’s Meals will be
doubled during this period,
so please consider support-

ing this campaign and pray-
ing for its success.

“There are many ways to
donate, including choos-
ing Mary’s Meals gift cards
as a meaningful gift this

Christmas, or setting a vir-
tual place at your Christmas
table.”

Bl More information at
www.marysmeals.org.uk

reports

SOUTHSIDE  church

has been illuminated
in red as part of a global
campaign to raise aware-
ness of Christians world-
wide who are persecuted
for their faith.

St Helen's Langside
joined famous buildings
including the Trevi Foun-
tain in Rome, Manila Ca-
thedral in the Philippines,
and Christ the Redeemer
statue in Rio de Janeiro
which were also lit up in
support of Red Wednes-
day, which was marked on
November 24.

Awareness

The annual global aware-
ness campaign was organ-
ised by Aid to the Church
in Need (ACN) which sup-
ports Catholics and other
Christians who are perse-
cuted or oppressed.

The day was marked by a
special Mass at St Helen’s
celebrated by Parish Priest
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Red-letter day for St Helen’s

BY BRIAN SWANSON

PICTURE BY PAUL MCSHERRY

Monsignor Paul Murray
during which a red can-
dle was lit in solidarity of
those unable to practise
their faith for fear of per-
secution.

Attracta O'Reilly, chair-
person of St Helen’s Par-
ish Pastoral Council, said:
“Red Wednesday is now
an annual feature in our
parish calendar, which has
provided the opportunity
over the years to send our
prayers, love and messag-
es of hope along with soli-
darity expressed by many
of our parishioners on
special ACN cards to com-
munities enduring perse-
cution for their faith.

“This year we are encour-
aging people to sign ACN’s
Red Wednesday petition
calling on the UK Gov-
ernment and the United

Nations to take action to
stop the abduction, forced
conversion and sexual en-
slavement of Christian
women and girls as young
as 12 years of age.

“After hearing about the
work of Aid to the Church
in Need in Syria, we de-
cided to involve our parish
with the ACN annual Red
Wednesday campaign.

So, in St Helen's we
found a way to light up our
church building in red to
join many other churches
and buildings throughout
the world shining a light
on Christian persecution.
Red of course being the
Christian colour of mar-
tyrdom, a symbol of the
innocent victims of reli-
1%ious persecution, but also

ighlighting the injustices
perpetrated against other
faith groups and we as
a parish community are
only too pleased to add our
voice to the campaign.”
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Celebratory rebirth at St oseph’

WH EN the parish family
of St Joseph's, Faifley,

gathered for Mass to cele-
brate the 25th anniversary
of the rebuilding of their
church after the original
was destroyed by fire, it
also created lasting memo-
ries for a young couple who
had brought their son for
baptism.

Samantha and Kevin Max-
well, both 33, who have close
family links to the church
were forced to postpone the
baptism of their 15-month-
old son Kieran because of
Covid but were determined

BY BRIAN SWANSON

PICTURES BY PAUL MCSHERRY

him when he gets older.”

Parish Priest Father Paul
Milarvie said: “It was a good
day to welcome a child into
the family of St Joseph's and
was symbolic of new be-
ginnings as we recalled the
destruction of the original
church and the building of
the new building which we
celebrate today.”

Earlier, in a powerful
homily Father Milarvie had
set the occasion in context.

to go ahead once restric-
tions were eased.

Samantha said"We had
no idea that the anniversary
Mass would be happening
at the same time when we
arranged the christening
but we couldn't have picked
a better day for it. It will be
something special to tell

He said: “It was the best of
times; it was the worst of
times’, so Charles Dickens
famously wrote in ‘A Tale of
Two Cities’, published over
150 years ago in 1859.

“How apt these words
are today for this parish
community of St. Joseph's.
It was the worst of times
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as many of you stood and
watch helplessly on that
fateful December night for
the parish to see the original
church destroyed by fire... It
would also, in due course, be
the best of times.

“Despite many peoples’
fears that the community of
Faifley would be abandoned,
plans were soon in place to
build a new Church. Now,
here we are today as a com-
munity of faith gathering 25
yearslater to celebrate a sim-
ple but for many a poignant
and emotional occasion.

Prophet

“The prophet Daniel tells
us, ‘there 1s going to be a
time of great distress, un-
paralleled since nations first
came into existence’.

“These words, prophetic
in their own way, remind us
of that dark night when all
seemed lost. They may also
dare to speak to us about the
pandemic and the impact
that it has on us and on the
whole Church.

“We face new challenges
but they are rooted in our
Christian faith, particularly
in the Easter Mystery in the
Death and Resurrection of
Jesus of Nazareth.

Family

“In many respects, our
parish family of St. Joseph's
has shared in the Easter
Mystery in its own way
from the agony in the gar-
den, which we look to with
fear and disbelief on Good
Friday, when only in broad
daylight were you able to
see the damage that had
been caused to the original
Church and the sense of loss
that went with it.

“Then you waited, as the
Church waits on the morn-
ing of Holy Saturday in
silence, hoping that you
would hear that the loss of
the Church would not be the
final word. And it wasm't!”

He added. “As the disci-
ples and some of the women

ran to the tomb on Easter
morning to discover that the
tomb was empty, and that

late Cardinal Winning lay
the foundation stone so that
youwould once again have a

praying that thelight of faith
will not be extinguished but
will continue to be a sign of

Jesus had risen as he said
he would, so you gathered
25 years ago to watch the

own...

church that you called your

“We look to the future,

faith to a world that dares to
overcome its own times of
darkness.”

VIP visitors at media centre

TAFF and customers at the Pauline

Media store in Glasgow’s St Enoch
Square had a VIP visitor last month as
Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti, the Papal
Nuncio popped in for avisit and to admire
their selection of books.

The Nuncio was in Glasgow to attend the
COP26 event at the SEC, but insisted on
taking time out to visit the shop which is a
favourite of Glasgow Catholics.

Staff were delighted to welcome the
Archbishop and Glasgow’s own Archbish-
op Conti and show them the array of cribs,
Advent books and Christmas cards on offer
...and even persuaded the Pope’s ambassa-
dor to try some Scottish shortbread while
he browsed!

Archbishop Gugerotti has promised Sis-
ter Angela that he would visit the Catholic

Book Centre during his visit while attend-
ing the COP26 conterence. The Nuncio was
well impressed by the beautiful ambience
in the heart of the city and he thanked the
lay collaborators for their presence, mis-
sionary spirit and warm Scottish welcome,
asking them to encourage people to read.

Later last month the Media store wel-
comed another bishop as Mass was cele-
brated by Bishop John Keenan in this ‘Cen-
tre of light’ as the founder, Blessed James
Alberione referred to it — ‘a place where the
truth and live of Jesus Christ can be found
and shared’ . The Mass was to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of the death of
Blessed James Alberione.

Pauline Books & Media Centre is a di-
mension of the ministry of the Daughters
of St Paul.
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Putting ‘Our Lady’ into Lourdes

o the delight of parents,
pupils, staff and parish

priest, a south side primary
schoolhaschangeditsname
in honour of Our Lady.

Lourdes Primary, Cardon-
ald, with a roll of 300 pupils,
will in future be known as
Our Lady of Lourdes Prima-
ry after Glasgow councillors
approved the move following
a vote by pupils and staff.

Now Canon David Wal-
lace, Parish Priest of Lady of
Lourdes Parish and school
chaplain is planning to get
touch with Monsignor Ol-
ivier Ribadeau Dumas, rec-
tor of the Shrine of Our Lady
of Lourdes in France, in-
forming him of the new link
between school and shrine.

‘Wonderful’

Canon Wallace said “This
is a wonderful move as it
aligns the name of both
parish and school to be the
same. The amendment also
means the school is more
clearly dedicated to Our La-
dy’s apparitions to St. Ber-
nadette Soubirous between
11th February — 16th July 1858
and will allow staff, pupils
and the wider community
to reflect on those wondrous
events and the words spoken
by Our Lady to the young
Bernadette.

“I am delighted at the
prospect of the amendment
and look forward to celebrat-
ing our communal feast day
together on 11th February.”

Maureen Simpson, head
teacher of the 360-pupil
school said “This is wonder-

T

ful news for our
school and our
— school commu-
nity will be so pleased.

“The modification of the
school name has been dis-
cussed for a number of years
but in the last two years of
reflection during the pan-
demic it was something that
school staft and pupils have
felt very strongly about the
desire for our Patron to be
part of our school.”

In a report to councillors,

BY BRIAN
SWANSON
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Education convener Chris
Cunningham said: “There
has been strong sugges-
tion within the wider school
community, including par-
ents, that the name of the
Catholic Patron should be
added to the school name.

Links

“Lourdes Primary School
is currently named after the
town in France with strong
links to the Patron.

“It was, therefore, agreed

Remembering our priests

that the school community
could consult on a modifica-
tion to the school name to
include the name of the Pa-
tron and reflect the school’s
strong links to the parish of
Our Lady of Lourdes.”

Froscote Roofing ./
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Tradant

The last year or so has been a difficult time
for everyone.

St Vincent De Paul Conferences in Glasgow
parishes have experienced a significant loss
of income which restricts the support they
can provide to the poor in their parishes.
Additionally we run a homeless centre in
Glasgow providing clothing to those who
are in need of this and a scholarship fund
for pupils living in deprived areas.

As we approach the festive season, please
remember your local Conferences and the
society. Please contribute what you can
comfortably afford.

Payment may be made by:

e Online bank transfers (and standing
orders) to: Account name: SSVP GL - Sort
Code: 83-07-06 - Account No: 00690654

e Cheques: Payee: SSVP GL - Mail to: Amelia
Buckley, 29 Kentallen Road Barlanark G33
4QR

Thank you for your support. The society
wishes you all a very holy Christmas.

OIN OUR
FUTURE

LEADERS

Take your Catholic Teaching Certificate as part of the
University of Glasgow’s teacher education degrees:
- Masters in Education (MEduc)

- Postgraduate Diploma in Education (PGDE)

Picture by Paul McSherry

SHAFT of winter sunlight seemed to

preach a message of hope amid sorrow

as the annual Mass for deceased clergy was

celebrated at St Andrew’s Cathedral last
month.

Archbishop Conti led the moving liturgy

at which he recalled the lives of his succes-

sor, Archbishop Philip Tartaglia, and his
long-time chancellor Mgr Peter Smith along
with the much loved Fathers Gus Hurley and
Chris Gilfedder (who died on the day the
Mass was celebrated).

Requiescant in pace ...

Your school placements will focus on the Catholic sector
and you’ll be part of an engaged community committed
to creating a vibrant research and teaching culture in the
field of Catholic education.

Find out more at glasgow.ac.uk/education

The University of Glasgow, charity number SC004401




Blessing of the Lrib

GEORGE SQUARE GLASGOW

WEDNESDAY 1sT DECEMBER 2021, 6.30pM

MUSIC STARTS 6.15 PM FROM
THE ALBA BRASS BAND AND CHILDREN OF
ST ANNE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, DENNISTOUN

GLASGOWCHURCHES.ORG.UK

Catholic Charismatic Renewal

1 Thess 5:16-18. Be joyful always;
pray continually; give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus.

Wishing you all a happy
and holy Christmas.

We would like to wish
everyone a very Happy

and Peaceful Christmas |
and Joy in the New Year ¥

s« SCIAF

Uniting to end poverty

Caritas Scotland

Give the gift of
happiness this
Christmas

19 Park Circus
Glasgow G3 6BE
www.sciaf.org.uk
sciaf@sciaf.org.uk
Charity Number SCO12302
Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund

SCIAF is the official overseas aid and development charity of the Catholic
Church in Scotland and a proud member of Caritas Internationalis.

Craig Lodge
Family House of Pra

’ !

T: 01838 200216
www.craiglodge.org !

CARFIN GROTTO

Bethlehem Shriqe

-1
T % a
Church, Carfin ML1 5AJ
Telephone: 01698 263308
Email: info@carfingrotto.org
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Children and Family Care Society g IS ;Fl .Q
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Your donations will help close our funding gap
caused by the pandemic and support more
children and adoptive families with our Extended
Post Adoption Support Services. You can donate
online or at your church’s Crib Collection.
We’re also hoping to reach anyone with
connections to St Margaret’s who’d be interested
in purchasin‘g,r an engraved leaf to add to our
St Margaret’s Family Tree
stmargaretsadoption.org.uk

Scottish Charity Reg SC028551

BCIONGING

\ . %
~FOR A"WORLD WITHOUT ABORTION.
@) www.spuc.org.uk '-."q@spucprol_ife 0 @spugprolife
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Light

"fu line Books & Medial /K

Pauline Books & Media Centre offer you
a 10% discount during the month of
January. Simply cut out this voucher and
show it when you next visit in store.

36 St Enoch Square - Glasgow G1 4DF
Open Tuesday—Saturday 10am—4.30pm

St Ninian's High School

The pupils and staff of
St Ninian's High School
wish everyone a Happy
and Holy Christmas.

Bellfield Road

Kirkintilloch G66 1DT

Telephone: 0141 955 2386
www.St-ninians.e-dunbarton.sch.uk

b

Stﬁndrew's
Hospice

Society of

St. Vincent de Paul
Scotland

and all whom we serve
A Holy & Joyous Christmas

Thank you to everyone
who has helped us to
support aver 1200

vulnerable people across

Scofland in 2021.

Life | Justice | Community

Help us to franshorm the
lives of those we support. themun

Donate at: foundation

www. Ihemungoloundabion.ong.uk

Bearson L

cancer * .

CHaRITY . .
L

My LigP

we'Re WITH YOU eVeRY STeP
OF THe way

Whether you've just started treatment, you're For more help and adWice:
living with cancer, or supporting a loved one, = I"fo@beatson:;gé:é;;ﬁgi?;
access My Light for advice blogs, information ¥ . 4E

articles and helpful videos, tailored to every beatgoncancercharity fgfmy:light

stage of your cancer journey. Were wttﬁyow

CHRAISTMAS APPEAL

Could you bring a smile
to a child’s face on
Christmas morning?

WL ARL AFFLALING TO COMPANNLS, GROUPS
AND TRDHVVOUALE TO LEND & HELFING HAND. 0 @
FOU CAN MAKE A DONATION O OUR WIBRSITE
OR PURCHASE & SUSMAMARKET GIFT CARD WE

WLl DISTRIBUTE THEE TO FAMILES AND

IREIVIDUALE WHES HAY STHERWISE MIEE GUT

bk CHARETRAL DiWSTH SR TETIA CHEILDATRA
A GEFT FROM SANTA.
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WishiNng'yOu a’'peace
aNDd a'very happy C

ComMpassioN

Thank you to all who have supported

St Margaret of Scotland Hospice
throughout the year. We wish you a very
happy, healthy and peaceful Christmas and
blessings in the New Year.

Sister Rita, Board of Directors and
all at St Margaret of Scotland Hospice
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¥
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() SPRED

Special Religious Development

Can you give the gift of your time?

SPRED works in small groups to support adults
and children who have a learning disability to take
their place in their parish community.

Find out about joining a SPRED group in your area.

Contact us on glasgow.spred@btconnect.com or
0141 770 5055.

SPRED - because no one should feel like a stranger in their
own house.

® @
MISSI®
. | Sootl_and
recding e, P,
and the soul -

Missio Scotland, 4 Laird St, Coatbridge, ML5 3LJ
Call: 01236 449774
www.missioscotland.com
Registered Charity No. SC014858

Wishing you and your family a
happy and peaceful Christmas

The Notre Dame Centre
Parkhouse Business Park, Kelvin House
419 Balmore Road, Glasgow G22 6NT
T 0141 339 2366 - E info@notredamecentre.org.uk
www.notredamecentre.org.uk
Charity Number SC002851

IRIStMAS

mscpublishing&design

1 Ellangowan Court, Glasgow G62 8PH
telephone 0141956 2051
email gary@flourishnewspaper.co.uk

St Nicholas Care Fund
ﬁ Caring Sunday — 12th December

throughout 2021.
Thank you for the

generous donations.

Carols for Peace will go out digitally on
19th December to include part of the Carol
Service from St Leo the Great Dumbreck
(5th December).

glasgowchurches.org.uk

Kidney Kids
Scotland

H..Id\"ﬁﬂ"f Fids

oot Wnd
Registered in Scotland .y kidneykids.org.uk
SC030284 office@kidneykids.org.uk
01324 555843

[.r

Plan Your Family Naturally -
The Healthy Alternative
To successfully achieve or avoid pregnancy
Fertility Care Scotland 0141 221 0858
info@fertilitycare.org.uk
www.fertilitycare.org.uk

Support by donation or legacy welcome
Fertility Care Scotland charity no. $C022875
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coTLAND’s historic vic-

tory over Denmark may
have had the nation rejoic-
ing last month but for a
school team there was only
one game in town when St
Bridget’s Primary, Baillies-
ton, won the Pope’s Charity
Cup Final beating St John
Paul 1l Primary Castlemilk
5-1.

The final of the tourna-
ment, held in partnership
with Missio Scotland and the
Glasgow Catholic Schools
FA took place at Shettles-
ton Juniors Ground and it
was the first time the tour-
nament had taken place for
two years because of Covid
restrictions.

But for St Bridget’s player
Jayden Akande it was a night
the youngster will never
forget having scored all five
goals for his side.

St Bridget's head coach
John McManus said: “We
told the kids about this new
tournament that had been
introduced by Missio Scot-
land and they have been
buzzing about it since the
start of the season.

“This is an incredible
tournament. This is just the
start, the whole season is in
front of us, our league cam-
paign and other cups com-
ing, but this is the big one
that kicks us off and we have
our annual Mass coming up,
which is the climax to it.

“We totally love the tour-
nament and we're over the
moon to have won it.”

BY BRIAN SWANSON

PICTURE BY PAUL MCSHERRY

Liam McLaren, the Glas-
gow Catholic Schools FA
President, said: “I'm delight-
ed with how the final went.
To have the Pope’s Charity
Cup back and the stature of
the game we had today really
means a lot to the Glasgow
Catholic Schools FA and all
the schools that are affili-
ated with us.

Gerard Gough, Commu-
nications Officer for Missio
Scotland said: “It’s brilliant
to have the Pope’s Charity
Cup back.

arity Cup is back!

“It’s important for us at
Missio Scotland to have this
link with the Glasgow Cath-
olic Schools FA. It’s been re-
ally beneficial. We're always
looking at different ways
to engage with the schools,

Take care at Christmas Masses

S concern continues
oner highlevelsofCovid
inthe community questions
are being asked about ar-
rangements for Christmas
Masses, traditionally the
busiest of the year.

Canon Paul Gargaro, who
has overseen Covid guide-
lines in the Archdiocese told
Flourish that while a full-
scale lockdown with church
closures was unlikely, par-
ishes would have to think
seriously about how to man-
age demand at Christmas.

He said: “There are no
suggestions of further re-
strictions at the moment,
but we see such things hap-
pening in other countries so
we need to wait and see how
things develop.”

Fears have been voiced
that the vaccine passport
scheme might be an issue
for churches but the First
Minister has specifically said
that “exceptions would be
retained for worship, wed-
dings, funerals and related
gatherings.” Anyextensionof
the vaccine passport scheme
should not therefore affect
churches directly although

depending on the definition
of “some hospitality venues”
it may affect some activities
in parish halls.

With regard to Christmas

Masses, Canon Gargarao
said: “I've been asked about
parishes which tend to have
large attendances at some
Christmas Masses, especial-
ly Vigils.

“Obviously we don't know
whether large numbers will
come this year, and last year
we had strict caps at Christ-
mas so we canm't assume

things will be the same this
year. I would say that par-
ishes which normally have
large numbers attending
the Vigil should have some
booking system in place,
even if only for that Mass.

“We don’t want a situation
where people are crowded
in, standing around the
walls, etc., and if that’s likely
we need to adopt some ap-
proach that helps avoid it,
and booking in advance is
preferable to turning people
away on the night.”

not least because Missio
Scotland is the designated
charity for Scotland’s Cath-
olic primary schools, so this
has been a fantastic way to
engage.

“Anywhere I've been in
the world with Missio Scot-
land too, when you throw
a ball in amongst the kids,
they love it and you realise
that football is a great way
for people to connect. The
Pope’s Charity Cup Finals
have shown that.”

X R
Bernavd Corvigan Aed

WHOLESALE FISHMONGER -

POULTERER & GAME DEALER

184-200 HOWARD STREET
GLASGOW GI 4HW

Telephone: 0141 552 4368 « Fax: 0141-552 4731

INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS

& MAINTENANCE OF
ALL GARAGE DOORS

DALY GARAGE DOORS

Family Business With Over 30 Years Experience

Extensive range of doors including:
Henderson, Hormann, Garador,
Gliderol, Caradale, Novoferm etc i

e Electric operators installed
to new & existing doors

e Roller doors & spares

® Free estimates & advice

TELEPHONE: 01355 261601
MOBILE: 07821 679606

www.dalygaragedoors.co.uk
Email: markpdaly@blueyonder.co.uk
1 Kendal Road, East Kilbride G75 8QT

24 Hour

Call-Out
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ofiSilence

&z HE Angel of Silencedoesn’t
(I make much noise. To let
% him into your house you
don’t even have to answer the
door. All you need to do is switch
off the TV, switch off your mo-
bile phone and shut down the
computer.

It’s only then that you notice the
smile of the Angel of Silence. This
angel teaches us that to learn how
to pray and prepare ourselves for
Christmas, how to prepare our-
selves for life, and prepare ourselves
for death and for glory, we must
first learn how to be silent...

Silence can seem very boring if a
person doesn’t know where to look,
what to do or where to be. That’'s why
the Angel of Silence suggests that
we fix our gaze on an image which
helps us think of Jesus and the mys-
tery of Christmas... That might be a
crib or a crucifix or an image of the
Lord’s face.

A
7
Z
2
Z
.

While we look at the sacred im-
age, we can put our hand over our
heartand feel it beat or we can bring
our attention to our breathing, be-
coming aware of its rhythm. The
heart beats regularly: but you don’t
notice it unless you are silent plac-
ing your hand on your chest. Each
breath has its own rhythm: the air
enters and exits, enters and exits,
but you don’t notice that unless you
are in silence.

The daysleading up to Christmas
can help us to meet Jesus if we learn
to live each day a little time in the
company of the angel of silence.

While you are sitting in silence
you can think... I am alive because
I have received the great gift of life;
I live because my heart beats with-
out me telling it to, without me even
thinking of it. We live a life that is
a gift. The Angel of Silence suggests
the words for our prayer...

Glory be to the Father and the
Son and to the Holy Spirit...

December 2021 FLOURISH

ADVENT REFLECTIONS |

Christmas reflections for young and old alike from the Archbishop of Milan

)

You don’t know why but suddenly
you feel happy. You've been through mo-
ments of sadness, you've even felt anger,
but then suddenly the sadness is gone,
and the anger has passed. You almost
feel like singing and a smile appears
on your face. Those confusing and dark
thoughts which have troubled you dis-

solve like clouds swept away by the wind
and the sky is suddenly surreal. When
this happens the Angel of Smiles has en-
tered your home...

The Angel of Smiles is a friend of the
Angel of Silence and he invites us to look
on the day which has just passed with
a benevolent gaze; to realise how many
people have loved us, how many peo-
ple have made things easier for us and
helped us in the difficult and dark mo-

TheAn

ments. We need a little silence to reflect
on all of this.

The Angel of Smiles prepares us for a
restful night if he comes in the evening
or for the tasks of the day if he comes in
the morning. When that happens, we go
through the day smiling and we realise
how many others do the same. We rec-
ognise such people immediately: they
are the friends of the Angel of Smiles.

To prepare our city for the Christmas
celebrations we should walk through the
streets in the company of the Angel of
Smiles, learning to smile for everyone.

The Angel of Smiles reminds us of the
words of psalm 126:

“When the Lord restored Zion it
seemed like a dream, our mouths were
filled with laughter and on our lips there
with songs...”

eep alook out forthe angel of Advent

Each year in preparation for Christmas,
Flourish publishes the charming Advent
tales of Archbishop Mario Delpini, the
Archbishop of Milan, whose writings
enchant adults and children across Italy.
This year we are delighted to offer readers
the delightful tales of three angels from
the booklet ‘Love comes down from heaven
written by Archbishop Delpini, translated
by Flourish editor Ronnie Convery.

F truth be told the

Angel Gabriel is

actually an Arch-
angel. But that’s neither
here not there. When he
comes to visit, he fills our
homes and our lives with
joy and hope.

His greeting, as ever, is
“Rejoice!” His mission is to
reveal the new and secret
name which will give sense
to each of our lives.

When he was sent to Mary
of Nazareth, he revealed to
her that her new and secret
name was “full of grace.”

Mary, as we know, was
very disturbed by this rev-
elation and wondered what
sense these words had. In
her dialogue with the Angel
Gabriel, Mary understood
that her life was full of grace
because she was called to be
Jesus’ mum.

The visit of the Angel
Gabriel can help those of us

who receive it to understand
that no-one is born into this
world by chance or without
a purpose. We are alive be-
cause we are called to be hap-
py, each taking part in the life
and the joy of God.

If someone tells you that
you are not worth anything,
they are wrong. You are pre-
cious for God.

If someone tells you that
after life is over you die and
there is nothing after death,
they are wrong. We are sons
and daughters of God, and
our life doesn’t come to an
end but is fulfilled in the life
of God.

The angel Gabriel sug-
gests to us that we confide in
Mary. From her we can learn
the path which leads us to the
fulfilment of our vocation.

The angel Gabriel also sug-
gests to us the words we can
use... Hail Mary full of grace,
the Lord is with thee...

Adwent Draysr

This Advent, Lord, come to the manger
of my heart. Fill me with Your presence
from the very start. As I prepare for the
holidays and gifts to be given, Remind
me of the gift You gave when You sent
Your Son from Heaven.

The first Christmas gift, it was the
greatest gift ever. You came as a baby
born in a manger. Wrapped like the
gifts I find under my tree, Waiting to be
opened, to reveal Your love to me.

Restore to me the wonder that came
with Jesus’ birth, When He left the
riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself
in rags of earth. Emmanuel, God with
us, Your presence came that night. And
angels announced, “Into your darkness,
God brings His Light.”

“Do not be afraid,” they said, to
shepherds in the field. Speak to my
heart today, Lord, and help me to
yield. Make me like those shepherd
boys, obedient to Your call. Setting
distractions and worries aside, to You I
surrender them all.

Surround me with Your presence,
Lord, I long to hear Your voice. Clear
my mind of countless concerns and all
the holiday noise. Slow me down this
Christmas, let me not be in a rush.

In the midst of parties and planning, I
want to feel Your hush. This Christmas,
Jesus, come to the manger of my

heart. Invade my soul like Bethlehem,
bringing peace to every part. Dwell
within and around me, as [ unwrap
Your presence each day. Keep me close
to You, Lord.

Amen.

s i B T s B Tl s B o
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William Brassey Hole, The Angel of the Lord appears to the Shepherds—Bible, c.1913.

POEM OF THE MONTH

The Shepherd
By William Blake

How sweet is the shepherd’s sweet lot!
From the morn to the evening he strays;
He shall follow his sheep all the day,

And his tongue shall be filled with praise.

For he hears the lambs’ innocent call,
And he hears the ewes’ tender reply;
He is watchful while they are in peace,

For they know when their shepherd is nigh.

PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Let us Pray:

Come, Lord Jesus, come soon. In this time
of your coming, support and console us
who trust in your love. We ask this through
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Art of the month

Waiting: the lesson
of the Advent season

THE appointment of a
new Shepherd to lead
the Archdiocese of Glasgow
sometime hopefully in the
near future, together with
the forthcoming Solemnity
of the Nativity of the Lord
led me to this painting of
the Angel appearing to the
shepherds of Bethlehem.

The role of the new arch-
bishop, like that of all bish-
ops, is to teach, govern and
sanctify. Thus, they care for
their flock.

At Bethlehem, shepherds
had watched their flocks on
the hills above the town for
a thousand years and more.
They were aware that Moses
had delivered their people
on the first Passover night.

The lamb's blood, daubed
on their doors, was a sign
that their sins had been
atoned. The lamb gave its

symcrtom life that they
monacHan may keep their
———— own lives.

Judgement
had passed them by. But
God would not.

A new Deliverer was to
come. Nowonder, then, with
the symbolism of the lamb,
that they guarded their flock
not from the cold nights but
from their enemies - from
wolves and thieves. Day and
night, they watched with
care. They really did “smell
of the sheep” except for one
occasion when, after the an-
gel appeared to them, they
went to a cave and saw the
Baby. Then they returned to
care for their flocks.

But their witness would
not be forgotten. It lives
still. In our painting, “The
Angel of the Lord appears
to the Shepherds - Bible”

by William Brassey Hole, an
angel in blinding light ap-
pears to the shepherds who,
with cloaks wrapped around
them to protect them from
the cold night air, warm
themselves by the fire just
as Peter would do 33 years
hence.

The young boy wearing
the white cap of innocence
looks astonished. The old
man standing has a worried
countenance, perhaps feel-
ing uncomfortable because
of his sins.

Athorn bush is in the fore-
ground - a sign of future sor-
row and the sheep lie close
by, unaware of their place
in history. The shepherds of
Bethlehem were to be greet-
ed by an angel. The people of
Glasgow will, we pray, one
day soon, by a shepherd.

Unto us a (grand)child was born

I F aweek isalongtimein
politics a fortnight is an
eternity when your little
granddaughter has en-
tered the world and you're
laid up with Covid.

For the best part of two
years we have lived with
pandemic restrictions
which have become part of
our everyday lives. Social
distancing, mask wearing
and hand washing have
become second nature to
us. Other restrictions have
only become real when they
directly affect us.

With fathers only being
allowed into the hospital,
we had known for a while
we wouldn’t be able to see
the baby on the day of its
birth as we had done with
our four grandsons. If we
were slightly disappointed
we were fully appreciative
of the reasons for such a
measure.

The family WhatsApp
group was a godsend with
photos flying in of Rose
Mary, the first girl of this
generation. A video of the

) . 7
Mary’s musings =
Flourish’s new columnist
Mary McGinty’s monthly
musings on faith and family

moment her two-year old
brother first clapped eyes
on the pal he will navigate
his formative years with,
and please God, be close
to his heart all his days
was a tear-jerker. Watch-
ing Joseph bestowing the
gentlest kiss on Rose's lit-
tle cheek was the tenderest
sight.

Himself and I hadn't bar-
gained on the two-week
wait until we were both
fully clear of our isolation
period. The last few days
dragged on especially as
the family live just around
the corner. The proximity
to this new wee treasure
we could not see was pure
torture.

When we finally got to
see Rose all the aching
bones and fevers of Covid,
and the longing to give
her a cuddle, were forgot-
ten. There is no feeling like
holding a newly-minted
human being.

The first photos after her
birth showed Rose, weigh-
ing in at 10lb 70z, was well

and truly a whopper of a
baby. Holding her for the
first time, we were blown
away by her smallness and
fragility. There is no end to
the wonder and awe a new
baby inspires.

Although not quite a
Christmas baby like her
brother, who will be two
on Christmas Eve, she will
still only be weeks old when
Jesus is in the crib. The
Christmas tradition con-
tinued when she was bap-
tised during Mass on the
First Sunday of Advent.

Dressed in the fam-
ily christening gown which
her mother and god-moth-
er had worn before her,
Rose was welcomed into
the Church and the parish
community. It was at this
altar where her parents had

pledged heart and hand a
few years ago.

Rose was named after
her paternal great-grand-
mother and I'm chuffed
to bits, this aul’ gran here,
got a mention too with her
middle name. Born at the
end of the month of the
Holy Rosary her name is
particularly apt. The sym-
bolism of new life being re-
ceived into the Faith at the
beginning of the Church’s
new year was not lost on us
either.

With family associations
so strong my thoughts went
to my parents. As an Advent
baby myself, and one who
was baptised on the 28th
of December, I thought of
what feelings they might
have held in their hearts.

They are both long gone
now but I can guess their
hopes and prayers would
be for me to live a life sur-
rounded by love and to hold
on to the Faith which was
the bedrock of their lives.

After a worrying preg-
nancy Rose came into the
world on a wave of prayer.
In that respect she is al-
ready greatly blessed. Like
her brother and their cous-
ins she is loved beyond
measure. My prayer for
Rose, now and always, is
that she loves and is loved,
and she keeps the Faith.
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D0 different styles
pf headstone to choose
from at our showyard

2'6" POLISHED GRANITE
HEADSTONES FROM

£450

0141 641 0088
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T. McGowan & Sons
Monumental Sculptors Wi/

FAMILY FIRM ESTABLISHED

St. Kentigern’s Cemetery

109 Tresta Road, Glasgow G23 saa
Telephone: o141 946 2429

Linn Cemetery
602 Lainshaw Drive, Glasgow G45 9sp
Telephone: o141 634 8515
Dalbeth Cemetery

1920 London Road, Glasgow G32

Telephone: o141 778 4916
Philipshill Cemetery
Westerfield Road, East Kilbride 676

Telephone: o141 644 4535

NEwW MEMORIALS « ADDITIONAL LETTERING « CLEANING
All work completed in zmy cemetery. Brochure available on request

FOR WOMEN
EXPLORING
FRANCISCAN
VOCATION

!God <

to a life of sil
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ekers?
The Cistercian monks at N
offer such an oppor

With them you can praise God through
the psalms and liturgy at set ti during
the day. You will have time to study the
ways of God and to meet God in your
lectio divina. And, you will find work
that will keep body and soul together.

If you have good reason to believe
God may be calling you to be a monk,
write to:

Vocation Director, Nunraw Abbey
HADDINGTON, EH41 4LW, Scotland
Or email: nunraw.abbot@yahoo.co.uk
Scottish Charity No SC022611
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intentions of cOP26

THE poor are the first to
suffer when things go
wrong and they the ones
that suffer the most -
whether it’s the economic
crisis of 2008 or the pan-
demic we have suffered for
the past two years or the
ongoing environmental cri-
sis that we face just now.

And when it comes to the
environment it's not just
individuals who suffer but
also societies, whole coun-
tries, the people with low
incomes where the people
live more in harmony with
nature than we do, when the
people who have not caused
the pollution suffer from
our pollution and from our
addiction to the consump-
tion of fossil fuels.

It should not be that way
if course

If we go to the Gospel of
John it starts by saying in the
beginning was the Word and
then a few verses later it says
it is through the Word that
all things were made

John refers back to Gen-
esis, and it’s there we hear
God speak the word and we
are told that God looks on
creation and sees all that
was made and indeed it was
very good.

Today though as we look
around at God’s creation we
have to hold our heads in
shame as we see how a crea-
tion that has been damaged
and destroyed by human ac-
tivity,

We step outside our build-
ing and breathe in polluted
air, we see plastic filling our
seas, rivers and oceans and
we know of the exploita-
tion of the world’s resources
which are dug out with no
concern for the indigenous
people who live there, with-
out a care for preserving the
diversity of nature or giving
a thought for future genera-
tions or what we are going
to leave behind for them.

We have heard the cry
of the earth and cry of the
poor.

That is why COP 26 is tak-

@0 ﬂ
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Of all the stirring speeches delivered during
COP26 a powerful homily by Bishop Bill Nolan of
Galloway will linger long in the memory of those
who heard it and gave it sustained applause.
Speaking passionately, and without notes, at a
Mass for delegatesin a packed St Aloysius Church
in Garnethill, headdressed a congregation which
included the Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Claudio
Gugerotti, and more than 20 priests and bishops.
Extracts from his speech are reproduced here.

ing place in Glasgow and we
will hear many words spo-
ken; many human words
spoken.

In the Bible when God
speaks God's words and
God’s action go together so
God’s words effects what it
sets out to do.

But that’s not the case
with human words; human
words and human actions
are separate and while we
hear fine human words
about the environment we
still hope actions will ac-
company these words and
make a difference.

Here we see a common
problem faced by the envi-
ronmental movement also
faced by religion.

Take Christianity as an
example - many people ad-
mire the teachings of Jesus
and they will say if only peo-
ple lived by these teachings
how much better the world
would be.

But we don't live by to

Priests ‘ready for challenge’...

Continued from page 2

this it’s a challenge we must
face with prayer and practi-
cal steps.”

Canon Paul Gargaro of St
Patrick’s Anderston who has
been collating the figures
said:"So far 58 parishes have
replied, which is about two-
thirds of the Archdiocese

“For those parishes, the
total change is 34 per cent

decline, down from 22151 in
2019 to 14682 today

“Leaving aside some plac-
es with statistical anoma-
lies such as remembrance
Masses, COP Masses and so
on we have one parish which
has shown an increase. The
others have shown decreas-
es of between 15-20 per cent
at best to 50-60 per cent at
worst.”

these teachings and while
many admire His words
they do not have the courage
to put these teachings into

practice.
Is the same with the
environmental movement

— we are all environmental-
ists now, we all say the right
things but where are the ac-
tions that put those words
into practice?

Even companies which
pollute the earth try to
paint themselves greener
than green and many peo-
ple hope and indeed expect
that technology will solve all
our problems so we can con-
tinue to live our current life-
style as we always have done
without making any deep or
profound changes.

Do we not realise that our
current lifestyle is the cause
of the problem and these
problems go deep?

When was the last time
you heard you heard your-
self called a citizen? More
often we hear ourselves re-
ferred to as ‘consumers’.

What an insult to be called
consumer!

Asif our whole purpose in
life was to be called a con-
sumer; as if our whole pur-
pose in life and in society
was to consume because the
more we consume the more
we spend the greater the
economic growth, the high-
er the GDP and how much
better things will become -
or at least according to a the
current economic model.

But it is a flawed model
and it is the cause of the en-
vironmental crisis because
it is based on consumption,
without recognising that the
earth’s resources are limited
and finite, failing to recog-
nise that these resources are
there to be shared by all and
not just used by the power-
ful and rich.

It is true to say that even
in the wider Church not eve-
ryone agrees that this is a re-
ligious issue - there are even
those who would think that
Pope Francis would have
better things to do with his
time than to write an encyc-
lical like Laudato si ...

They fail to realise that we
are not talking here about
the climate - we are talking
about creation.

We have come to this
church today motivated by
our faith because we rec-
ognise that our faith urges
us to do something about
this because we have been
commissioned by God to be
guardians of creation.

JERICHO

The Compassion of Jesus

Drug & Alcohol Rehabs., Refuge for Victims of Domestic
Violence, Supported Accommodation for the Destitute,
the Distressed, and all being ‘passed by on the other side’

A COMMUNITY OF MEN OF PRAYER
FOR OUR TIMES (founded 1970)

Vocation info. from Bro. Patrick Mullen,
The Jericho Society, Mater Salvatoris,

Harelaw Farm, Kilbarchan, Renfrewshire. PA10 2PY
Scottish Charity SC016909 Tel: 01505 614669
Email: thederichosociety @gmail.com
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chools unite to thank John

NE of the best-known
figures in Catholic
education in Scotland will
retire this Christmas, after
an extraordinary career.
John Docherty, Head
Teacher at St Ninian's East-
wood has achieved enor-
mous success for pupils over
four decades in Catholic
schools and the local cluster
wanted to acknowledge his
contribution with a Mass.
Canon Stephen Baillie
of St Joseph’s, Clarkston,
led the liturgy and chil-

“It has been
such a privilege”

dren from St Ninian's were
joined by young people from
the feeder primaries — St
Cadoc’s, St Joseph's, Our
Lady of the Missions and
St Clare’s — to pray for and
thank Mr Docherty.

John Docherty, who has
been at the helm of St Nini-
an’s High School in Giffnock
since 2005, was last year

awarded the OBE for his
services to education over a
42-year career.

John Docherty said: “I
love teaching and get great

Father Gilfedder RIP

As Flourish was going to press the death was
announced of Fr Christopher Gilfedder, former
Parish Priest of St Dominic’s, Bishopbriggs and
St Gabriel’s, Merrylee and Pilgrimage Director
and Chaplain to the Lourdes Hospitalité for
many many years.

A full tribute will appear in the next issue.

satisfaction from seeing
pupils develop and become
confident individuals who
are ready for the next stage
in their lives. Throughout

Top award for Turnbull

TAFF and pupils at Turn-

bull High School, Bish-
opbriggs are celebrating
after winning a prestigious
award for putting care of
the environment at the
heart of school life.

The Catholic second-
ary emerged as winners in
the Community category
of the Education Scotland
Learning for Sustainability
awards.

Eileen Kennedy, Head
Teacher of Turnbull said:
“Having made our commit-
ment to being a Laudato Si
school back in 2020, we were
absolutely delighted to re-
ceive this award. This recog-

nises the learn-
ing and action
that has taken
place across our
entire community in part-
nership with local and inter-
national organisations.”

In a statement the school
said “We have focussed on
single use plastic and have
provided all S1 pupils with
a school-branded reusable
water bottle and we have
shared lessons on work with
cluster primaries.

“Our Pé/7teachers collated
pupil questions and queries
through their ‘wonder wall
and our geography teachers
created a scheme of work

BY BRIAN
SWANSON

called ‘Save our planet’ to
answer these questions and
develop skills pupils would
use in secondary school.

“Pupils identify their own
targets and develop solu-
tions to overcome issues in
the school.

“As part of health and
well-being and eating local
sourced food, we have estab-
lished a successful smoothie
Lolly bar which takes place
on a weekly basis.

“More recently we have
launched a plastic bottle
and bottles tops campaign
for our Tech dept and pupils
to turn plastic waste into
pens.”

my whole career I have been
fortunate to work with so
many great colleagues, with
many guiding me so wisely
in the early part of my ca-

reer. It has been such a priv-
ilege to be the Head Teacher
at St Ninian’s.”

Having graduated from

the University of Glasgow in

1978 and completingteacher
training the following year,
Mr Docherty’s career began
as a Geography teacher at
St Margaret’s High School
in Airdrie.

After six years, a promo-
tion to Principal Teacher of
Geography at St Columba
of Iona, in Glasgow, was
Mr Docherty’s next move.
Another Principal Teacher
role at Taylor High School,
in Carfin, was next, before
becoming Assistant Head
at St Ninian's in 1990.

In 1996, Mr Docherty
moved to St Andrew’s Sec-
ondary, in Carntyne, as
Deputy Head before taking
on his first headship at St
Andrew’s High, in Clyde-
bank, four years later.

Five years later Mr Do-
cherty returned to St Nin-
ian's High, this time as
Head Teacher, and during
his time at the school has
guided it through two suc-
cessful inspections by Edu-
cation Scotland.

The most recent, in June
2019, produced the best-
ever secondary inspection
report to be issued by Edu-
cation Scotland.
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Discover the real meaning of the seasonin /

the Gospel readings this Advent

E all know the Christ-

mas story, right? We
know about Bethlehem,
the manger, the angels and
shepherds.

And we fill in many other
details too — oxen, sheep
and donkeys, a crowded
inn, noisy townsfolk and a
smelly stable.

We all have our crib scenes
at home and maybe if we're
lucky we'll get to see our local
school children perform the
story in a nativity play (even
if only online this year!). So
maybe, when it comes to
the Scripture readings, we
skip over them, thinking we
know them so well.

Maybe we think we've
heard it all before. But the
word of God is always new,
if we are open to it, and the
Gospels can hold surprises
for us if we listen to them
carefully, no matter how
often we've heard them be-
fore.

So, how do we approach
these beautiful seasons of
Advent and Christmas and
the powerful feasts they of-
fer us, in a way that might
speak to us in a new way? By
a careful, prayerful listening
— the kind of listening the
Gospel of Luke, our guide
for this year, itself recom-
mends to us!

Third Sunday of Advent, C

As every year, Advent
presents us with John the
Baptist for a second time.
This year, guided by Luke,
we meet John teaching the
crowds how to prepare for
the Lord’s coming — and re-
minding them that it’s not
him, but that there is some-
one else coming after him.

His message 1s supremely
practical: three times we
hear the question asked:
“What must we do?” Each of
John's answer is tailored to
those who ask it, but equally
all of them focus on justice
and actions in relation to
others.

So too for us: “What must
we do?”

Our preparation for the
Lord’s coming — in Advent
and always — means acting
justly and generous shar-
ing with others. In calling
the people to this, Luke says
John is announcing the Gos-
pel, “the Good News”.

Even before Jesus arrives
on the scene, the Gospel is
being preached and people
called to live it. “Why wait?”
Luke seems to say. Get on
with it now!

Fourth Sunday of Advent, C
In the final week of Advent,
the readings tell us about

events leading up to the
birth of Jesus. Two are from
Matthew and six are from
Luke, including the story
of the Visitation of Mary
to Elizabeth which we hear
this Sunday and again later
in the week.

It is a moving story of love
in a shared time of need.
It is a story pregnant with
excitement, nervousness,
faith and love.

On the surface, two wom-
en meet and embrace. Hid-
den beneath, two others
are present: Jesus and John,
growing in their mothers’
wombs. Mary acts, Eliza-
beth responds, John leaps
for joy. All three recognise
the amazing things God is
doing, the new things that
are about to burst forth,
and all three recognise and
celebrate the tiniest of the
four of them whom Eliza-
beth calls her “Lord”.

She is the first in Luke’s
Gospel to call him that (the
Christmas angels will echo
that title), and he is not even
born yet. What faith she has
in the invisible work of God,
in his unseen presence!

Luke provides Elizabeth
as a model for us here. She
reminds us that faithisnota
response to what is obvious,
but rather a recognition,
celebration and response
to the hidden and the quiet
where God is often most at
work.

And like other figures
Luke will introduce to us -
Simeon, Anna, Zechariah
— Elizabeth expresses this
faith because she is open to
Holy Spirit who helps her
both to see it and to share
that discovery with others.

Christmas and the Season’s
Sundays

Apart from the Sunday of
the Epiphany, we hear from
Luke’s Gospel on Christmas
Day and the following Sun-
days.

Luke doesn't tell us the
story of the visit of the Magi
so we go to Matthew for that
one. There we find cosmic
signs, Herod’s palace and
three rich gifts offered from
the Wise Mer's treasures.

Luke, instead, focusses on
the simplicity, even the pov-
erty, of Jesus’ coming into
the world. He has no place,
his family is far from home,
he is placed in a manger for
abed, and is visited by poor,
outcast shepherds. Yet even
in that poverty, Luke tells
us, something amazing has
happened.

Angels declare news of
salvation; heaven is burst-

Matthis Stomers, Adoration of the
shepherds, c.1625-50

ing with joy; promises of
God are kept; there is good
news to be shared. All these
ideas will echo across the
Sundays of 2022, through
the Gospel of Luke, a gospel
which, we hear during the
week after the Epiphany, is
“good news for the poor” es-
pecially.

And so, for the next year
of Sundays, we will hear
again and again of the joy
which comes from encoun-
ters with Jesus, of salvation
which has come even to the
most unlikely of places, of
the hope that comes from

Ist Anniversary

Remembering with love always

Helen Friar

beloved wife of Bert, loving
mother to Helen, Bert, Gary and
their families.

Died on the 15th of December 2020
Our lady of Lourdes pray for her.

She will live in our hearts forever.

recognising God is trans-
forming our world, and of
trust in his promises, his
word, and the message we
are hearing.

And, like Mary, in the pas-
sages for Christmas morn-
ing and the Sunday of the
Holy Family, we are invited
to respond in prayer, con-
templation and reflection.

Indeed, when we reach
the Sunday of the Baptism
of the Lord, which both
closes our Christmas season
and launches us on our Or-
dinary Sundays, it is prayer
that is the context for the
great revelation of Jesus as
God’s Son.

We hear the same text we
heard on the Third Sunday
of Advent as the voice of
John points us to the one

McFarlane

5th anniversary

Remembering with love always
RAacHEL McFARLANE

(Quigley) a beloved wife of
Hugh, loving mother to Gail,
mother in law to John and proud
Gran to Kieran and Rachel. Died
on the 8th of December 2016
aged 82. Our lady of Lourdes
pray for her. She will live in our

hearts forever.

who is coming, but now his
is surpassed by the voice
of God proclaiming Jesus
as his Beloved Son. And
the link between them, for
Luke, is the prayer of Jesus,
a note only he includes.

Luke will place prayer as
the context for everything:
it opens us to the Spirit, it
helps us see God at work in
a confusing world, it helps
us to see what we must do
and it draws us into the re-
lationship between Jesus
and his Father where we
find hope, forgiveness, sal-
vation and joy.

We have been through a

., FrTom
) Kilbride

lot again over these months
and maybe Luke’s nudge
towards prayer is timely.
There is much to ponder in
these wonderful passages,
as well as lots to celebrate in
these feasts.

May God bless us as we en-
ter them again this year and
may the Holy Spirit which
moved in Mary, Elizabeth,
John, Simeon and the others
we will meet in our readings
this Advent and Christmas,
renew in us a joy, a love and
a peace which will shape our
actions and which we can
share with others through-
out the year ahead.

Alex Black
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OMETIMES in the Gos-
pels you get, what
seems to be, an ad hoc,
and disjointed, collection
of sayings from Jesus, and
that’s the format this log
will follow as well; an ad
hoc, and disjointed collec-
tion of anecdotes from me!
To begin with, last Satur-
day, I set out in the car from
Bishopbriggs to St Mungo's.
I soon noticed a light on in
the car that I didn't recog-
nise. In the process of try-
ing to turn it off I discov-
ered a feature of the car that
I didn't even know I had.
More in hope than expecta-
tion, I pushed a button near
totheunidentifiedlightand,
suddenly, an alarm began to
sound in the car. I went into
a panic and wondered what
button to push next!

At this stage, let me as-
sure you, I had pulled into
the side of the road. The
next thing, a disembodied
voice appeared, to ask me
what emergency service I
required. I apologised pro-
fusely and said that I didn't
need any emergency serv-
ice, I just needed to know
how to switch the alarm off!

The rogue light that ini-
tially concerned me had
already gone off. Once the
person behind the mystery
voice was convinced that I
didn't need an emergency
service he cut himself off,
with me continuing to im-
plore his help on how to

The anecdotes of Advent

turn the alarm off. It then,
mercifully, went silent, so
he clearly was able to do it
remotely.

The next day, Sunday, I
was scheduled to celebrate a
baptism after the 12 d'clock
Mass. The family turned up
in good time and, in con-
versation with the baby’s
mother, I discovered that
I, in fact, knew her mother
and father from years ago.
The said mother and father
duly turned up and, when I
got talking to the mother af-
terwards, she mischievously
produced, on her phone, a
photograph of me dancing
with her at her wedding
back in 1985. I had no mem-
ory of this whatsoever.

As old photographs go,
it wasn't too bad, but there
was general agreement that,
while I and her husband had
changed a fair bit through-
out those 36 years, and now

Fr Frank’s log

Fr Frank Keevins cp is Parish
Priest of St Mungo’s Townhead

looked, shall we say, more
‘mature’, she, herself, had
hardly changed a bit.

The next day again, on
the Monday, I was celebrat-
ing the funeral of a young
man of just 47 years ot age.
knew his motherand hislate
father well, from back in the
days when I was based in St
Mungo's after ordination,
the same period, in fact,
when the aforementioned
wedding would have taken
place.

What I  discovered,
though, in the course of
preparing for the funeral,
was that the mother and
father had first met at the
Saturday night dancing in
the church hall of St Simor’s
in Partick which, as many of
you will know, was the par-
ish I grew up in.

During the period that
they met, my uncle Tony,
who was really my granny’s

In the Climate
Emergency,
the poorest
people suffer

most.

Extreme weather
makes growing food
almost impossible.

But this Christmas, you can
help put feodon their tables
- whatevertheweather.

Give today at
sciaf.org.uk

proud member of the Caritas family. 7 West Nile Street, Glasgow G1 2PR. Tel: 0141 354 5555.
Scottish Charity No: SC012302. Company No: SC197327. Photo: Charles Kabena.

brother, was the one who
looked after St Simon's
church hall, and who also
ran the dances.

Every Saturday afternoon,
I would be given the job of
going round to the hall and,
with a big lump of wax and a
grater, I would grate the wax
onto the floor, so as to make
it nicely slippy and slidy for
the dancers that night.

At the dances themselves,
myselfand my older brother,
the doyen of Scottish sports
journalists, as I like to call
him, would have the job of
selling the ginger and crisps
through a l%atch to the side
of the hall stage.

When it got a bit later,
older family members
would take over, and we
would be sent round to my
granny’s, stopping en route
to pick up bags of fish and
chips from the local Italian
chippy. Happy days!

It is highly likely that I
met and served this couple
at the dances back then,
years before I actually knew
them from St Mungos.
What a small world it can be
sometimes.

Back at Bishopbriggs,
Father Gareth's absence is
deafening; Father Justinian

is keeping well, Father An-
tony is in Dublin for meet-
ings and, when he comes
back, I, myself, go to Cross-
gar for meetings, so we will
both be running a one-man

show for a few days. We will
survive!

As ever, protect yourself,
your loved ones and others,
and protect Christ in your
lives.

Demand for Natural Family

Planning Soars

wu:u the Lockdown
closed all our clinics
overnight, Fertility Care
Scotland could never have
imagined the changes
that would come.

With the rapid adapta-
tion to online instruction,
the number of consulta-
tions nearly tripled in just
one year! Simultaneous-
ly, our Teacher Trainin
courses became digitaﬁ
and a rising demand to
teach the Billings Ovula-
tion Method® emerged.
The recent COP26 Confer-
ence urged us to take steps
to Save the Planet, and
Natural Family Planning
provides the perfect, eco-
friendly opportunity. Mil-
lions of women around the
world use the Method to

achieve or postpone preg-
nancy safelyand tomonitor
and safeguard their repro-
ductive health effectively.
Developed by Drs John and
Evelyn Billings, the Billings
Ovulation Method® has
been validated by eminent
international  scientists
and verified by the World
Health Organisation in a
five nation trial (billings.
life). To begin your NFP
journey or to train to teach
the method, email info@
fertilitycare.org.uk today.
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