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Finding connections in August’s
feast of readings from Scripture

Aucusr has always
struck me as a peculiar
month. On the one hand,
we begin it still in “holi-
day” time. Yet we end it
going “Back to School”.

We want to cling to the
holidays, and are sad when
they’re over, yet there’s also
a sense of excitement, of
looking forward to new
things as the school year
gets underway.

August in the parish has
that same sense of transi-
tion, moving from the of-
ten-quieter summer period
to the resumption of more
recognisable parish life and
activities in the autumn.
Perhaps this year, more than
usual, we hope to resume —
and renew — something of
“normal” parish life in the
weeks ahead.

Our Sunday liturgy this
month reflects that mixed
feel as well, as we find our-
selves pointed in various
directions: looking forward,
holding on and getting back
to normal.

The Assumption of Our
Lady

Firstly, as we mark the
great Solemnity of the As-
sumption of Our Lady,
which falls on a Sunday
this year, we look to the fu-
ture. Mary’s unique share in
Christ’s resurrection, when
her earthly journey ended,
speaks of the hope held out
to us all of a share in his glo-
ry. The readings, especially
those of the Day Mass, all
look forward...

The beautiful but myste-
rious vision from Revela-
tion speaks of the “place of
safety” for the star-crowned
mother and of the victory
of God and Christ. It is an
evocative image of Mary
and her share in that victory
of God, born of her “Yes”,

O’HARE

Precious memories of Esther
(née Murray), a cherished wife
to the late David, mum, gran and
adored great-gran, who died on
November 7, 2014, and whose
birthday occurs on August 7.
Our Lady of Lourdes and St
Thérese, pray for her. Forever in
our hearts. Inserted by her ever-
loving family.

and an image of hope for
the Church %erself, under-
stood as mother, and for
her children. Paul in the
Second Reading, likewise,
looks ahead to that final vic-
tory of God in Jesus, and of
the hoped-for share in it of
“those who belong to him”.

Even in the Gospel text,
Mary herself looks forward
to future generations cel-
ebrating the blessing she
has received, and to a world
renewed by what God is do-
ing in her and through her.
Blessed indeed is she! So,
what we celebrate in honour
of her, speaks of the invita-
tion God makes also to us
to enter into his glory at the
end of all things: what she
has already reached is held
out to us as our destination,
if we, like her, believe the
Lord’s promises.

Twenty-First Sunday, Year B

Last Sunday invited us to
“look ahead” in hope. To-
day, we are invited to “hold
on” as we resume our read-
ings from chapter 6 of John's
Gospel and Jesus’s teaching
on the Eucharist. In fact, we
resume only at the end of
the chapter, as many decide
to leave Jesus because of his
teaching.

The invitation he has
made is refused by many.
Peter however responds to
Jesus’ challenge by confess-
ing faith in him: “We believe
and we know you are the
Holy One of God.” (John's
Gospel, this way, links Pe-
ter’s profession very closely
to the Eucharist, as his de-
nial is linked to the Last
Supper and his ‘redemp-
tion' after Easter linked to
a Eucharist-type moment
on a beach: “Simon, son of
John, do you love me?”)

This and his question in
response to Jesus ques-
tion “Lord, to whom shall
we go?” speaks of firm faith
and a sense that there is no
other way than Jesus. It also
speaks of a shared faith — a
“we” rather than an “I” -
which is a hallmark of faith
in Jesus. Perhaps this re-
minds us that our personal
response to the invitation to
“hold on” when others walk
away from Jesus is always
supported and strengtl};—
ened by the faith of others,
the faith of our church com-
munity.

Twenty-Second Sunday,
Year B

Having returned last
week to our readings from
John, we now “resume” our
reading of Mark’s Gospel,
which we left aside back in

July. There are definite “cir-
cles within circles” about
this month’s readings!

We resume it as Jesus —
who has been challenged by
the scribes and Pharisees —
now lays down some chal-
lenges for them. Where is
their focus: on the Law and
its call to covenant justice,
compassion and righteous-
ness, or in traditions about
table etiquette?

In fairness to the Phari-
sees, they believed that
what Jesus calls “human
traditions” had in fact been
handed down from Moses
as a parallel to the written
Law. However, Jesus calls
them to a deeper and wider
view: the Law was given in
order to bring out the best
in God’s people; they are re-
placing it with tests measur-
ing how “clean” someone is
by how well they follow the
rules. It is sin from within,
Jesus says, that will show
how “unclean” a person is,
not compliance with arbi-
trary traditions.

The commandments, Je-
sus reminds them, were
given to shape a people who
would be “clean” on the in-
side, a people who would
be wise, compassionate and
just — like God. Being like
God is what real “cleanness”
means, Jesus suggests,
which St James describes
like this: “coming to the help
of widows and orphans”, an
echo in our actions of the
compassion of God himself.
If we are like that on the
inside, we will get it right
on the outside too. The op-
posite won't necessarily be
true, however.

Twenty-Third Sunday, Year
B

As always in Mark’s Gos-
pel, Jesus’ spoken words are
accompanied by actions.
This week we hear the sec-
ond of two healing stories.
(Sadly we skip over the first,
the cure of a Syrian woman's
daughter, a touching story
which speaks of tenacity
and faith in the face of ob-
stacles, something which
may well speak to us just
now!)

Instead, we jump to the
healing of a deaf man who
cannot speak, a story we
only hear from Mark, who
preserves for us not just
the story but also an Ara-
maic word the early com-
munity must have remem-
bered hearing Jesus say:
“Ephphatha” (“Be opened”).
Although Mark’s is a brief
Gospel, wusually lacking
much detail or elaboration,
it has little touches like this

which bring us closer to the
person of Jesus than pages
of reflective theology could
ever do!

Yet, for Mark, the word
is also a call to discipleship:
to open our ears to hear his
word (like the good soil re-
ceiving the seed in chapter
4) and our mouths to speak
the gospel (as the apostles
were sent to do a few Sun-
days back in chapter 6). The
man in the story is all of us.
Broughtto Jesus (perhaps by
the faith or example of oth-
ers) and touched by him, we
are invited to “be opened”
to receive and to speak the
Good News.

So, these Sundays point
us in various directions, a
bit like August itself. We
are invited to look forward
in hope with Mary. We are
challenged to express faith
like Peter. And we are re-
minded of our core voca-
tion: to hear the word and
to speak it to others.

Perhaps that, more than
beginning a new school year
or a new cycle of parish ac-
tivities, is what we really
need to think about “resum-
ing” as summer ends.

Fr Tom
Kilbride

Nicolas Poussin, The Assumption of
the Virgin (ca. 1630)
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So much sadness after St Simon’s fire

I'r survived two world wars, air
raids and countless national
and local emergencies, but on
the night of July 28, St Simon’s
church at Partick Cross suc-
cumbed to an enemy that could
not be resisted as fire destroyed
the little building which has a
special place in the hearts of
countless Glaswegians.

The ferocity of the blaze, which
took away roof, walls and fit-
tings, left nothing but charred
wood, metal and stone when
the flames were extinguished.
The Polish shrine to Our Lady of
Czestochowa, the stained glass
of Lorraine Lamond, the refur-
bishments overseen by the legen-
dary Fr Paddy Tierney — all were
reduced to black ash in the cold
light of day.

The loss of St Simon's will
be keenly felt by parishioners
across the city who have links to
the parish and also by members
of the Polish community who
worshipped there every Sunday,
though provision was immedi-
ately made for them to celebrate
Mass in Polish in nearby St Peter’s
in Hyndland Street, as they had
during the pandemic. Masses in
Polish will now be celebrated at
St Peter’s, as follows: Friday 7pm.

Saturday vigil 7pm.
Sunday 2pm until
further notice.

Canon Peter Mc-
Bride said: “The tragic events have
left all of us with a numbing sense
of disbelief and shock. Into this
pain we invite the Lord (whose
house it was!) and offer a grateful
prayer that no-one was injured
and no life lost.

“Our greatest relief was that
Sister Mary [who resided in the
adjacent presbytery] escaped the
blaze relatively unscathed and
for us as a parish community that
takes precedence over our sense
of loss.

“No decision has been taken as
to the viability of rebuilding our
church and this decision is not
ours to take... we just offer thanks
that we are in the fortunate posi-
tion of having St Peter’s church
nearby which allows the uninter-
rupted celebration of daily Mass.”

Public figures wasted no time
in expressing their sorrow at what
had happened: Robert Hynd,
Moderator of the Presbytery of
Glasgow (Church of Scotland)
said: “Our thoughts and prayers
are with the congregation of St Si-
mon’s. Denominations are mean-
ingless at times such as this and

BY RONNIE
CONVERY

we will offer whatever support we
can to help in their recovery from
this tragic event.”

Scottish Government Health
Secretary Humza Yousaf tweeted:
“I know St Simon'’s had a special
place in the Polish community’s
heart. Solidarity with our Catho-
lic community in Scotland.”

Scottish Labour leader, Anas
Sarwar, tweeted: “Really sad to
see this, but thankfully no one
was hurt. Thoughts and prayers
with all those that have a connec-
tion with the church, especially
our Polish community.”

A spokesman for the Archdio-
cese said: “The destruction of St
Simon’s church by fire will be a
blow to people far beyond the
west end of Glasgow. Though
small in size, St Simon’s was well-
frequented and was the spiritual
home of the Polish community in
the west of Scotland who had es-
tablished a shrine there.

“It was also a focal point for the
local community, and especially
the homeless who benefited from
a café on site which had to be sus-
pended during the pandemic.

“The cause of the fire is as yet
unknown and the future of the
site will be a matter for discussion
in coming weeks and months.”

‘l want the world to see what is happening to us’

SCIAF launches emergency appeal for Ethiopia

ow quickly things can takea
turn for the worse.

Two years ago, I was in the Ti-
gray region in Northern Ethio-
pia. Back then it was peaceful,
prosperous, and I was visiting
SCIAF’s successful projects. But
since November 2020, this region
in Ethiopia has been engulfed
in conflict that has taken away
the vital progress that had been
made.

After the years of famine and
war with neighbouring Eritrea —
years we all remember from the
images on our TV screens in the
80s — this region was flourishing.
We watched farmers bringing in
a plentiful harvest, and a river
bringing water all year round that
used to be dry many months of
the year. The children I met and
spoke to were in school, dream-
ing of a bright future.

Since autumn 2020, the con-
flict in the Tigray region has led
to violence including the killings,
rapes and abuse of women, chil-
dren and men. Homes have been
destroyed. Villages flattened.
Thousands of Ethiopians have
been killed and more than two
million people have been inter-
nally displaced.

Now, at least five and a half
million people — more than the

SCIAF

population of Scotland — require
emergency food.

We can't turn our backs on the
people of Tigray. Or those who
face similar circumstances in
times of conflict and emergency.

In the context of such clear
human suffering in Ethiopia,
the UK government needs to re-
evaluate its decision to slash the
international aid budget. Cutting
aid by billions of pounds risks
destabilising many areas of con-
flict where humanitarian relief'is
necessary. We have a moral duty
to help those who need it.

Thankfully we can all contrib-
ute to ending the humanitar-
ian emergency in Ethiopia today.
SCIAF has launched a donation
appeal this month to ensure help
gets to those who need it.

While many charities have
struggled to access and start work
in Tigray, SCIAF has been there

Penelope
Blackwell

Director of Public Engagement,

since day one. We have worked in
the region for decades alongside
other agencies of the Catholic
Church. This means we can reach
those in hard-to-reach areas and
provide support, including food,
shelter, clean water, medical sup-
port and other essentials.

While helping people who have
been displaced in the region, a
14-year-old girl affected by the
violence shared her story with us.
She wants the world to know what
happened to her and has given us
permission to share with you. We
have changed her name to ensure
her safety.

Her story does contain violence
so please do not read further if
you are not comfortable.

Semira, 14, told us that one-
morning militia stormed into her
house. She was shot, along with
her parents and siblings. Her fa-
ther died immediately. Semira’s

mother’s body shielded the baby
at the cost of her own life. Semira
watched all of this while unable
to do anything herself — she was
bleeding too, having been shot in
the leg.

Semira and her siblings fled
their home. However, her leg in-
jury meant she could not walk far
and she had to leave her brothers
and sisters hidden in the country-
side and find a hospital. For two
months, she didn't know if they’d
survived. Finally, Semira was reu-

nited with her siblings in a camp
for those who had been displaced,
supported by SCIAF.

Stories like Semira’s are why we
are working round the clock to
provide food, water and shelter
to men, women and children who
have lost everything overnight. It
is hard to hear about such suffer-
ing, but we cannot ignore what is
happening in Ethiopia.

If youwd like to help children
like Semira and her family, please
support SCIAF’s Ethiopia Appeal.
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