
A future built on vi-
brant, outward-looking 

parishes, where priests and 
lay people share the chal-
lenge of spreading the good 
news … that’s the vision 
outlined by Archbishop 
Nolan in a powerful pasto-
ral letter which will have a 
major impact on the faith 
life of Catholics for years to 
come.

After a year spent listening 
and learning, the Archbishop 
has launched a series of ini-
tiatives designed to restore 
energy and enthusiasm to 
parishes after the challenges 
of Covid and prolonged clo-
sure, and designed to equip 
the Archdiocese to face the 
future. 

Among the key points are:
ݥܛ ȌĬݥ ĬƲǀāĝŮŕƲŏŷĬŹǀݥ ƃņݥ āݥ

new £1m fund to support 
parishes with initiatives 

to evangelise
ݥܛ ȌĬݥ ĞƪĬāǀŕƃŹݥ ƃņݥ ȉǤĬݥ ŹĬǥݥ

consultative bodies (to 
be known as ‘deanery 
councils’) to allow local 
lay people and priests to 
recommend how best to 
organise church life in 
their local area

ݥܛ ݥǀƃݥƧĬƃƧŮĬݥņƃƪݥĞāŮŮݥƪāŮŮǫŕŹŇݥ�
live coherent lives which 
will attract others to the 
faith.
Later this month a con-

sultation process entitled 

‘Looking to the Future’ will 
be launched with represent-
atives of every parish invited 
to a meeting at the Arch-
ĥŕƃĞĬƲāŹݥ �ǻȉĞĬƲݥܣ ȌĬƪĬݥ ǀŏĬݥ
new deanery councils made 
up of one lay person and one 
priest from each parish will 
meet and learn what is ex-
pected of them.

Archbishop Nolan said it 
was important that the new 
consultative bodies should 
not be seen as mere talking 
shops but rather as a way of 
shaping practical proposals 
for the future.

He said: “It is important 

that each Deanery Council 
focuses initially on the vision 
for the future before turning 
its attention to how this can 
be achieved and what prac-
tical steps need to be taken 
within each deanery. 
ݥȌĬ �ƪĞŏĥŕƃĞĬƲĬݥ ǥŕŮŮݥ ĝĬݥ

looking to the Councils to 
make concrete proposals re-
garding the use of both per-
sonnel and property.”

With the establishment 
ƃņݥ ǀŏĬݥ ȉǤĬݥ ŹĬǥݥ %ĬāŹĬƪ-
ies (down from the previ-
ƃǈƲݥ ŹŕŹĬܵݥ ȉǤĬݥ ŹĬǥݥ %ĬāŹƲݥ
have been named to lead 
the process of consultation. 

ȌĬǫݥ āƪĬݥܜ %ǈŹĝāƪǀƃŹƲŏŕƪĬݥ
West – Fr Aidan Martin, 
Dunbartonshire East – Fr 
John Campbell, West – Fr 
Allan Cameron, North/East 
– Canon Anthony Gallagher, 
South – Fr Martin Kane

Archbishop Nolan told 
Flourishݥܜ ݥȌĬ �ƪĞŏĥŕƃĞĬƲĬݥ
must be outward looking. 
Any decisions about how to 
use our resources, including 
people (whether clergy or 
lay) and property (whether 
money or buildings) must be 
determined by how they can 
best serve the mission Christ 
has given the Church.

“We need to remember, 
of course, that what we are 
preaching is not the Catholic 
Church, what we are preach-
ing is Jesus Christ. Our aim 
is to bring people to Jesus 
and bring Jesus to the peo-
ple, so that that encounter 
will change their lives. 

“Sometimes the Church 
and its members have been 
a counter sign, discourag-
ing others from coming to 
�ŏƪŕƲǀݥܣ Ȍāǀݥ ŕƲݥ ǥŏǫݥ ŕǀݥ ŕƲݥ Ʋƃݥ
important that we don’t just 
talk about Jesus but that we 
put his teachings into prac-
tice.”

Good 
news!
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lNew fund for evangelisation
lConsultation on future plans
lArchbishop’s words of hope

“Archdiocese must be 
outward-looking” 

–Archbishop

Archbishop’s rallying cry: it’s time to spread the…
Picture by Paul McSherry
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A new generation of 
catechists has been 

commissioned by Arch-
bishop Nolan at a cer-
emony in the Cathedral 
and they are now ready, in 
the words of Pope Francis, 
to ‘walk with the people of 
God’ and lead others in un-
derstanding their faith.
ȌĬݥ ĞƃŷŷŕƲƲŕƃŹŕŹŇݥ ƃņݥ

the eight new catechists 
and the re- commission-
ing of 18 others is seen as a 
hopeful sign for the future.

Once appointed the new 
catechists serve in parishes 
working with young people 
and adults and with those 
who wish to be received 
into the Catholic Church 
under the RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of 
Adults) programme.

Archbishop Nolan said: 
“It was a great joy to com-
mission our catechists and 
see them head out into par-
ishes with secure forma-
tion and real enthusiasm to 
engage with others.

“It is good to see lay peo-
ple taking on a role which is 
rightfully theirs as educa-
tors in the faith.”

For the new catechists 
the commissioning Mass 
in St Andrew’s Cathedral 
marked the end of a two-
year period during which 
time they spent one night a 
week studying for an Award 
ŕŹݥ�āǀŏƃŮŕĞݥȌĬƃŮƃŇŕĞāŮݥ-ĥ-
ucation in a course run in 
conjunction with the Uni-

versity of Glasgow’s Catho-
lic Education Department.
ȌĬݥ �ƃǈƪƲĬݥ ŕƲݥ ƃǤĬƪƲĬĬŹݥ

by a steering group whose 
members are Canon An-
thony Gallagher, director 
of religious education for 
the Archdiocese and Par-
ish Priest at St Catherine 
Labouré, Balornock, Pro-
fessor Stephen McKinney, 
Glasgow University, tutor 
Ellen McBride, and former 
catechist student Kathleen 
ȌƃŷƧƲƃŹܣ

Ellen, who has been a 
parish catechist for more 

than 30 years and is keen to 
encourage more candidates 
to come forward. 

She said: “Catechists 
come from all walks of life 
and all ages who all have 
one thing  in common and 
that is a deep faith and a 
desire to share it with oth-
ers

“All candidates must have 
the approval of their parish 
priest and in a lot of cases 
the priest will often know 
of someone in their parish 
with the right qualities and 
so he will encourage them 
to  come forward. Speak-
ing to your priest is always 
āݥŇƃƃĥݥȉƪƲǀݥƲǀĬƧܣ

“But it does require a 
ĞƃŷŷŕǀŷĬŹǀݥܣ ȌĬݥ ĞƃǈƪƲĬݥ

is two years long and split 
into eight different mod-
ules and involves attending 
a study night once a week.
ݥȌĬƪĬ āƪĬݥ Źƃݥ ĬǪāŷƲݥ ƃƪݥ

essays but candidates must 
give presentations on dif-
ferent topics.
ݥȌƃƲĬ ǀāŪŕŹŇݥ Ƨāƪǀݥ ŇĬǀݥ

great encouragement not 
only during the course but 
as they continue their jour-
ney, for, as Pope Francis 
said being a catechist is not 
a job but a vocation.”

To find out more about  ■
becoming a catechist and 
the award in Catholic 
!eological Education 
email Christine.Burke@
rcag.org.uk

news

Archbishop Nolan is 
to take part in a spe-

cial programme for Easter 
bring produced by BBC 
Scotland to go on air on 
Easter Sunday morning.

Reflections at the Quay 
(so called because the pro-
gramme is based at BBC 
Scotland’s Pacific Quay 
HQ) will see the Archbishop 
being joined by three other 
guests including former 
Kirk Moderator Lorna 
Hood.

Rehearsals got underway 
last month for the broad-
cast which is being over-
seen by veteran religious 
broadcasting producer 
David Strachan.

Archbishop Nolan will 
speak about the message 
of the Gospel passage when 
the disciples rush to the 
tomb of Jesus and find it 
empty.

He told Flourish: “I hope 
to offer a few thoughts that 
might inspire people to see 
the relevance of that pas-
sage to their lives.

“Just as the empty tomb 
was the spur for the disci-
ples to believe so also the 
emptiness of our lives is 
often the spur moving us to 
faith.

Focus
“At moments of loss – of 

our job, of our health, of a 
relationship, of someone 
precious to us – our life 
seems suddenly empty and 
has lost all meaning and 
purpose. At that point, in 
that emptiness, when all 
that is precious has been 
taken from us, we encoun-
ter God. In tragedy we come 
to realise that we have lost 
our focus, we have to refo-
cus our lives.”

Easter with the bbc for Archbishop 

New catechists are commissioned 
and ready for action

For Linda Fagan her 
journey to becom-

ing a catechist began, 
although she did not re-
alise it at the time, when 
she was asked to become 
a reader at St. Helens 
Church, Langside, where 
she has been a parishion-
er for the past 14 years.

Linda (pictured fourth 
from right, in blue scarf), 
who worked in local au-
thority HR before she 
retired, said: “I was very 
nervous, literally shak-
ŕŹŇݥܝǀŏĬݥȉƪƲǀݥǀŕŷĬݥUݥƲǀƃƃĥݥ
up to read but the more 
I did it not only did I be-
come more relaxed, but 
it made me want to learn 
more and more about the 
scriptures and the mes-
sages behind the passag-
es I was reading.

“I realized that was the 
beginning of deepening 
my faith, learning more 
about it and my relation-
ship with God.”

After attending a se-
ries of faith development 
classes Linda decided 
that not only did she want 
to deepen her own faith 
but to share it with oth-
ers  which led her to dis-
cuss becoming a catechist  

with former parish priest 
Monsignor Paul Murray, 
now parish priest at St 
Peter’s Partick.

She said: “He could not 
have been more helpful 
and very encouraging 
and put my mind at ease 
over a couple of things I 
was concerned about.”

Superb
kŕŹĥāݥ āĥĥĬĥݥܜ ݥȌĬ

course was hard going at 
ȉƪƲǀݥܝ ĝǈǀݥ Uݥ ŷǈƲǀݥ Ʋāǫݥ ǀŏĬݥ
teaching was superb and 
we all encouraged each 
other so that was a big 
help.
ݥȌĬ ĞƃŷŷŕƲƲŕƃŹŕŹŇݥ

Mass was the best night 
of my life. Its not like me 
to use phrases like this 
but I can honestly say 
that the Cathedral was 
ȉŮŮĬĥݥǥŕǀŏݥ ŮƃǤĬݥ āŹĥݥ ǀāŮŪ-
ing afterwards everyone 
else felt the same.”

Linda, who is also safe-
ŇǈāƪĥŕŹŇݥ ƃǻȉĞĬƪݥ ņƃƪݥ ŏĬƪݥ
parish and a member of 
its parish council, is cur-
rently a member of St 
Helen’s RCIA team.

And she is still  reading 
at Mass – where her jour-
ney to become a catechist 
began.

‘The best day  
of my life’

by brian swanson

picture by paul mcsherry
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A local Catholic charity 
has given a generous 

donation to a group of 
young volunteers who help 
the sick and those with a 
handicap to go to  Lourdes … 
and more grants are avail-
able!
ȌĬݥŷƃŹĬǫݥ ǥāƲݥ ŇŕȅǀĬĥݥ ĝǫݥ

local members of the Cateni-
ans, an association founded 
in Manchester in 1908 which 
now numbers 8,000 mem-
bers worldwide, and whose 
charitable works include 
supporting young Catholics 
who volunteer to help those 
less fortunate than them-
selves.

Brendan Berry, President 
of the Glasgow Catenian 
Circle, presented cheques 
to members of the Scottish 
Youth Group of the Hosanna 
House and Children’s Pil-
grimage Trust (HCPT) fol-
lowing Mass at the end of a 
training day for the young 
volunteers at St Columb-
kille’s church in Rutherglen.

HCPT, founded almost 70 
years ago, takes over 1000 
disabled and disadvantaged 
children and adults to Lour-
des every year and relies 
heavily on volunteers.

Mark Armstrong, Leader 
of the HCPT Scottish Youth 

Group: “We are 
delighted to 
return to Lour-
des this year 

āȅǀĬƪݥ �ƃǤŕĥݥܣ ȌĬݥ ĞƃƲǀƲݥ ŏāǤĬݥ
gone up, but we were de-
termined not to allow this 
to stop young people having 
the chance to take part in the 
Pilgrimage. 

“Many may not be able to 
travel without the welcome 
support of the Catenians, so 
I would like to thank mem-

bers of the organisation for 
their generosity.”

Every year the Catenian 
Association, whose core mis-
sion is to promote friend-
ship and strengthen faith 
and Catholic family life, 
supports young Catholics 
through its Bursary Fund, a 
UK-registered charity.  

Two types of award are 
available: for individual 
projects, often in a gap year, 
or for travel to Lourdes to 

act as a helper for assisted 
pilgrims. 
ȌĬݥņǈŹĥݥŕƲݥƃƧĬŹݥǀƃݥǫƃǈŹŇݥ

people between the ages of 
16 and 25.  Applicants do not 
need to have any knowledge 
of, or acquaintance with, the 
Catenians to apply.  Full de-
tails can be found at https://
catenianbursary.com 

More information, for 
those interesting in joining, 
can be found at https://the-
catenians.com/about-us 

Monday 3rd to Wednesday 5th 
April

Mass at 8.15am, 1pm  ■
and at 5.15pm on Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday.

Confessions at  ■
12.30pm each day.

Holy !ursday

11.00am—!e Chrism  ■
Mass concelebrated by 
priests of the Archdiocese

6.00pm—!e Mass  ■
of the Lord’s Supper

10.00pm—Night Prayer  ■
at the Place of Repose.

Good Friday 

10.00am— ■
Morning Prayer.

3.00pm—!e  ■
Celebration of the 
Passion of the Lord.

6.00pm—Meditations  ■
on the Passion with 
Veneration of the Cross.

9.00pm —Night Prayer ■

Holy Saturday

10.00am— ■
Morning Prayer.

8.30pm—!e Easter  ■
Vigil celebrated by 
Archbishop Nolan

Easter Sunday

Mass at 10am  ■
and 12noon.

Easter Monday—

Mass at 1pm. ■

Tuesday 11th April—

Normal Mass  ■
schedule resumes.

All services streamed at www.
cathedralg1.org

news

Catenians boost for 
Lourdes pilgrims

Musical relaunch 
at the Cathedral

Holy Week and Easter in Cathedral

St Andrew’s Cathedral will be open throughout Holy  ■
Week and over the Easter weekend for visits and private 
prayer. !e full programme of liturgies is as follows:

A new era begins this 
Easter at St Andrew’s 

Cathedral with the ap-
pointment of a new Musi-
cal Director.

Des McLean, who for 30 
years directed the choir at 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Car-
donald, and who wrote mu-
sic for both Papal Masses at 

Bellahouston, 
takes over the 
reins from Mar-
ia Madden who 
led the choir for 
many years.

Having retired in June 
2021 after a lifetime in 
music education, Des told 
Flourish he hopes to build 
on the foundations he has 
inherited to create a choir 
for male and female voices 
– sopranos, altos, tenors 
and basses – who can per-
form a range of sacred mu-
sic to enhance the Cathedral 
liturgies.

He said: “One of my im-
mediate challenges is to 

develop the choir and so I 
would want to say to any-
one who has ever thought 
about joining a choir – give 
it a try! 

“I am looking for people to 
sing in the choir in all four 
sections and whilst the abil-
ity to read music would be 
ĝĬŹĬȉĞŕāŮݥܝŕǀݥŕƲݥĝǫݥŹƃݥŷĬāŹƲݥ
essential.
ݥȌŕƲ ŕŹǤŕǀāǀŕƃŹݥ ŕƲݥ ĬǪ-

tended to anyone across 
our Archdiocese who may 
have an interest in choral 
singing but is not intended 
to draw parishioners away 
from their own parish mu-
sic ministry, rather it is for 
those for whom, for one rea-
son or another, there is no 
choir, music group or music 
ministry.”

Des says he hopes to pro-
vide the very best of liturgi-
cal music – everything from 
modern hymns to plain-
chant and polyphony.  

He said: “We want to fol-
low the conciliar documents 

to make good choral sound 
that helps people to worship 
ǥĬŮŮݥܣ ݥȌĬݥ ƪƃŮĬݥ ƃņݥ ǀŏĬݥ Ğŏƃŕƪݥ
is to lead the congregation, 
support their singing and 
also to provide choral mu-
sic to help those at Mass to 
reflect and raise their minds 
and hearts to God.

“We will rehearse on a 
ȌǈƪƲĥāǫݥĬǤĬŹŕŹŇݥņƪƃŷڧݥƧŷݥ
until 9pm and sing at the 
12 noon Mass on a Sunday.  
Already we have worked on 
some of the great Lenten 
chants such as Attende 
Domine and look forward 
to a full sung Triduum end-
ing with the Regina Coeli on 
Easter Sunday.

Are you interested? Do 
you want to come even on a 
trial basis?

For more information,  ■
Email Des McLean at 
d e s m cl e a n 1 9 6 0 @ g m a i l .
com  or call him on 07712 

by  ronnie 
convery
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by brian 
swanson

Brendan Berry hands over 
cheque to young pilgrims

News and views for 
FLOURISH

Editor-Flourish@rcag.org.uk
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The countdown is on for 
64 young pilgrims who 

are going to World Youth 
Day this summer with 
RCAG Youth, the Archdi-
ocesan Youth Of fice.  
ȌĬǫݥ āƪĬݥ āŮŮݥ ǤĬƪǫݥ ĬǪĞŕǀĬĥݥ

and looking forward to 
various ele-
ments of the 
p i l g r i m a g e. 
Flourish spoke 

to four of them to get a 
snapshot of their hopes 
and excitement:

OLIVER 
18 – St. Mungo’s Townhead

Why did you sign up for 
World Youth Day? 

I want to grow in faith 
and to meet young Cath-
olics from around the 
world.
What do you hope to get out 
of the pilgrimage?  

I hope that World Youth 
Day will help me draw close 
to God and live my life the 
way he wants me to.
What are you most excited 
for? 

I am excited to attend 

Mass with the Pope and to 
visit the National Stadium.

MOLLY
 18 – St. Martin of Tours, 
Renton
Why did you sign up for 
World Youth Day? 

World Youth Day allows 
young people to experience 
and celebrate the true joy 
of being Catholic. I cannot 
wait to be involved in the 
gathering of thousands of 
pilgrims coming together 
for a time of prayer and 
fellowship! Sometimes, 
life as a young teenage 
Catholic in today’s society 
can feel very isolating and 
abnormal. However, this 
pilgrimage allows us to 

connect with people who 
also share the same en-
thusiasm about their faith. 
Most importantly, I signed 
up to encounter Jesus and 
to share in the fullness of 
ǀŏĬݥŇƃƲƧĬŮݥܣȌŕƲݥǥŕŮŮݥĝĬݥŷǫݥ
ȉƪƲǀݥ ǀŕŷĬݥ āǀǀĬŹĥŕŹŇݥãé%ݥ
and I am so excited about 
this new journey!
What do you hope to get out 
of the pilgrimage?  

I hope that I will be able 
to strengthen my relation-
ship with God through re-
ceiving the sacraments and 
spending time in prayer 
with other young people. I 
think that this pilgrimage 

will allow me to grow both 
personally and spiritually, 

helping me understand 
more about my faith. Ulti-
mately, I pray that we will 
be inspired and our hearts 
may be opened so that we 
might be faithful disciples 
of mercy and truth. 
What are you most excited 
for? 
ȌĬƪĬݥāƪĬݥƲƃݥŷāŹǫݥǀŏŕŹŇƲݥ

about this pilgrimage that 
I am super excited about! I 
am most looking forward 
to spending time with 
Pope Francis and to expe-
rience the vibrancy of the 
universal Church! Also, I 
am excited to meet new 
people, visit a new coun-
try and discover a different 
culture! Of course, I am 
looking forward to having 
some sunshine (we don’t 
seem to get a lot of that in 
Scotland!)

REJOICE 
28 – Sacred Heart, Bridgeton 

Why did you sign up for 
World Youth Day? 

It was the perfect oppor-
tunity to travel; take time 
off from everything and 
meet like-minded people 
my age who love God and 
share a passion for the 
Catholic faith.

What do you hope to get out 
of the pilgrimage?  

Knowing I’m part of a 
community and not alone 
in the quest for holiness, 
while creating lasting 

friendships that are spirit-
ually edifying would always 
give me a sense of satisfac-
tion. I also hope to encoun-
ter God personally and just 
enjoy being in his presence 
during the pilgrimage.
What are you most excited 
for? 
ȌĬݥǀǥƃݥǀŏŕŹŇƲݥUݎŷݥĬƲƧĬ-

cially looking forward to 
are visiting Fatima, and 
the Papal Vigil night.

MATTHEW
 30 – Our Lady & St. George, 
Penilee

Why did you sign up for 
World Youth Day? 

In 2022, during a trip 
to Italy with a university 
friend and a brother in 
Christ, we went on a pil-
grimage to Loreto. In Lo-
reto, we visited the Basilica 
della Santa Casa where the 
Nazareth House of Our 
Lady is enshrined.  Stand-
ing inside our Blessed 
Mother Mary’s earthly 
home was a deeply moving 
and humbling experience. 
During our visit, we par-
ticipated in the daily Rosa-
ry; surprisingly each dec-
ade was said in a different 
language: Italian, Span-
ish, Latin, Greek, Hebrew 
and Aramaic, as well as the 
Mass with the parishion-

ers. After visiting Loreto, I 
knew that I wanted to par-
ticipate in more pilgrim-
ages to deepen my faith 
and connect with young 
Catholics.
What do you hope to get out 
of the pilgrimage?  

I am hoping the pilgrim-
age will strengthen my 
journey in faith towards 
virtue and truth as declared 
by our Lord: “Blessed are 
the pure of heart, for they 
shall see God” (Matthew 
5:8).

What are you most excited 
for? 

For me, I am especially 
looking forward to: Cate-
chesis, the Scottish gather-
ing, our trip to Fatima and 
the Papal Mass. But, when 
thinking about our group 
of pilgrims, I am particu-
larly excited about joining 
them each day in prayer, 
communion and friend-
ship.

news

Countdown to Lisbon
by mairi-
claire 
mcgeady

weddings      parties          events …

Carfi n Grotto, Motherwell ML1 5AL
Tel: 07768 588707
Email: info@paolosbistro.co.uk

If you are looking for catering services for weddings, parties or events in 
Glasgow, Motherwell, Hamilton, Lanarkshire, Ayrshire or in the central belt 
of Scotland, Paolo’s Bistro off ers a wide range of service that will complete 
your special day. You can choose from a range of packages for your special 
event by contacting Paolo’s Bistro and we will be glad to assist you in 
choosing your personalised menu.
· A menu only package
· A menu and drinks package
· Or you can mix and match
For weddings we off er:
· Dedicated wedding co-ordinator
· Master of ceremonies
· Use of cake knife and silver 

round or square cake base
· Personalised menus

Paolo’s Bistro
CARFIN GROTTO
Hospitality by P & A

Please continue to pray for our group of pilgrims as we 
walk together, with the Lord, towards Lisbon.  Please 
āŮƲƃݥĞƃŹƲŕĥĬƪݥƧāƪǀŹĬƪŕŹŇݥǥŕǀŏݥǈƲݥȉŹāŹĞŕāŮŮǫݥǀƃݥŏĬŮƧݥǈƲݥ
provide this opportunity   for young people who are un-
able to afford this experience.

Key Pilgrimage Details: 30th July – 8th August 2023.   ■
Pilgrim age is 16 (as of Feb 2023) through to 35 at time 
of pilgrimage to Lisbon.  !e cost to young pilgrims 
is £750 (with the real cost being £1750).  To find out 
more or to register, email us: youth@rcag.org.uk.  To 
partner with us financially and provide assistance to 
our young, please contact me, Mairi-Claire McGeady by 
email (youth@rcag.org.uk) or phone (07496876910).
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Making memories at St Pat’s
The parish with – prob-

ably! – Scotland’s most 
viewed church building 
marked a special anniversa-
ry last month as St Patrick’s 
Anderston celebrated 125 
years since the opening of 
the red sandstone building 
which is seen by millions of 
motorists ever year as they 
cross the Kingston Bridge.

Archbishop Nolan was 
joined by former Parish 
Priests and a large congre-
gation of parishioners past 
and present for an anniver-
sary Mass.
ȌĬݥ�ŹĥĬƪƲǀƃŹݥ¦āƪŕƲŏݥŏāƲݥ

produced many notable 
ƧǈĝŮŕĞݥȉŇǈƪĬƲݥƃǤĬƪݥǀŏĬݥǫĬāƪƲݥ
including former speaker 

of the House 
of Commons, 
the late Michael 
Martin, the 
former head of 

Europe’s largest education 
authority, Frank Pignatelli 
and former Lord Provost 
Alex Mosson.

When the current church 
was consecrated in 1950 by 
Archbishop Campbell the 
parish had 16,000 parish-
ioners and six priests and a 
chapel of ease to help over-
come the pressure of num-
bers!

But the construction of the 
Kingston Bridge in the late 
1960s cut a swathe through 
the middle of the parish, 

eliminating huge numbers 
of houses, and led to the re-
distribution of St Pat’s peo-
ple to all corners of the city’s 

new housing schemes.
Today the Parish has a 

small but devoted congrega-
tion who took great pride in 

by ronnie 
convery

Milestones for Mgr Gerry and singers
It was a case of ‘better late 

than never’ when Mon-
signor Gerry Fitzpatrick, 
Parish Priest at St Leo’s 
Dumbreck and the Mungo 
Singers, the choir he co-
founded, marked two sig-
nificant anniversaries with 
a special Mass in the south 
side church.

Plans for both Monsignor 
Gerry’s 80th and the choir’s 
Golden Jubilee were delayed 
for three years because of 
Covid restrictions but now 
the double celebration has 
finally taken place.

A Mass of thanksgiving 
to mark the founding of the 
Mungo singers was held  in 
the Cathedral October 2021, 
when Archbishop Conti 
was the chief celebrant, 
but it was always intended 
to have a Mass for parish-
ioners at St Leo’s when the 
time was right .

Monsignor Gerry, who is 
also director of music for 
the Archdiocese, and parish 
priest at St Leo’s for the past 
30 years said: ”Our parish 
Mass was a very joyful occa-
sion and despite the wait to 
mark both birthdays I can 
say that both myself and 
the choir are in very good 
heart.”
$e choir was formed in 

1971 to promote the devel-
opment of liturgical music 

and was given the name at 
the suggestion of Archbish-
op Scanlan.

As well as Monsignor 
Gerry the choir’s other liv-
ing founders were Dr Noel 
Donnelly, his wife Kathleen 
and Paul McNeill who were 
among those who attended 
the thanksgiving Mass.

Over the years the Mungo 
Singers sang for the instal-
lation of three Archbish-
ops, the visits to Scotland ���������	�
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creating an anniversary ‘his-
tory wall’ recalling the glory 
days of the parish.

Archbishop Nolan – who is 
now St Patrick’s best known 
parishioner as he lives in  
the presbytery – joined the 
congregation for the anni-
versary Mass and recalled 
the great heritage of faith 
that is represented by St 
Patrick’s but also encour-
aged the parishioners to 
look forward with positivity 
and belief.

Canon Paul Gargaro, Par-

ish Priest at St Patrick’s for 
ǀŏĬݥ ŮāƲǀݥƲŕǪݥǫĬāƪƲݥܝƲāŕĥݥܜȌĬݥ
anniversary has been a great 
opportunity to bring peo-
ple together, to share fond 
memories and to remember 
those who have gone before 
us.
ݥȌĬ ĞĬŮĬĝƪāǀŕƃŹƲݥ ĬŹĥĬĥݥ

with a lusty rendition of 
‘Hail glorious St Patrick’ 
which left us all in good 
heart and spurred us on to 
keep the faith as we face the 
challenges of the future.” 

of Saint John Paul II and 
Pope Benedict XV1 as well 
as countless other events 
in the Archdiocese and be-
yond.

Monsignor Gerry said: 
“We look forward to con-
tinuing our friendship, 
enriching the Church’s life 
and helping others and 
ourselves in our prayers 
through music – Let Glas-
gow Flourish and the Mun-
go Singers with it!”

Writing in an anniver-
sary booklet outlining the 

history of the Mungo Sing-
ers Archbishop Nolan said: 
”In my short time in the 
Archdiocese of Glasgow I 
have been impressed by the 
commitment and dedica-
tion off the choir, their love 
of music and their desire to 
enhance the liturgy .

“Impressively the St. 
Mungo singers do not seek 
to replace the congregation 
but to inspire the congrega-
tion so that all are involved 
in the praise of God by sing-
ing a song to the Lord”.

Picture by Paul 
McSherry

by brian swanson

pictures by paul mcsherry

THEN

NOW
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Padre Pio is a saint for 
our time He has been 

recorded on tape, filmed, 
and photographed by many 
people.

I’ve known and spoken to 
people who have met him, 
talked to him, and been to 
confession to him He has 
enormous appeal and while 
he was alive, over the years, 
people flocked in their 
droves to meet him, to be 
blessed by him, and to listen 
to what he had to say.

Part of his mystique was 
the supernatural dimension 
to his everyday life and these 
examples are well known.

Among them was his abil-
ity to be in more than one 
place at once, his power to 
read souls, his gift of heal-
ing, and of course the stig-
mata.

He prayed for the physical 
marks to leave him but for 
the pain to remain.

Each day friars used to 
bind the wounds with fresh 
bandages and cover them 
ǥŕǀŏݥ āݥ ŷŕǀǀĬŹݥܝ āݥ ȉŹŇĬƪŮĬƲƲݥ
brown or black glove which he removed for Mass. 

ȌĬݥ ǤŕƲŕĝŮĬݥ ǥƃǈŹĥƲݥ āƧ-
peared on his body in 1918 
and for 50 years they were a 
daily source of pain and em-
barrassment for him. Medi-
cal experts were at a loss as 
to why the wounds contin-
ued to bleed over the years.

He attracted pilgrims 
from all over the world and 
as  the years went on, peo-
ple even had to book a ticket 
to go to confession to Padre 
Pio. 

He would enter the realm 
of the supernatural as he 
heard each confession. His 
compassion for those who 
were suffering because of a 
physical or a moral problem 
would come through. 

Padre Pio was an ordinary 
friar who did extraordinary 
things. He seamlessly con-
nected from our world to 
the next world in prayer and 
while he suffered greatly, he 
offered it all up and believed 
that his sufferings were not 
a waste of time and could 
perhaps do some good.

He spent many years 
helping to build the ‘Home 
for the Relief of the Suffer-
ing’ the great hospital in San 
Giovanni Rotondo which 
stands today as his legacy of 
care for those who suffer.’

Today, it is one of the 
ȉŹĬƲǀݥ ŏƃƲƧŕǀāŮƲݥ ŕŹݥ ±ƃǈǀŏݥ
Eastern Italy. He knew the 
hardships of the sick and 
also what their families go 
through. Padre Pio would 
say that while he will always 
pray for the sick, he would 
offer every support to the 

great work of those whose 
skills are put at the service 
of patients.

Padre Pio was asked once 
who are you? He replied; 
‘I’m just a poor friar who 
prays.’ I’ve no doubt that he 
would prefer to be remem-
bered for this rather than all 
his supernatural gifts.

news
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unthinkable

Calling all parishion-
ers in the greater 

Cumbernauld area – can 
you volunteer to put 
your faith into action 
by sharing it with those 
who have learning dis-
abilities? 
ȌāǀݎƲݥ ǀŏĬݥ ĞŏāŮŮĬŹŇĬݥ

from SPRED who have 
been ministering to chil-
dren and young adults in 
the Archdiocese for more 
than 35 years.

Lisbeth Raeside, Direc-
tor of SPRED – the name  
comes from the phrase 
Special Religious Devel-
opment – said: “Until 
recently there were three 
SPRED groups which 
served all the local par-
ishes, helping them to 
welcome their members 
who need extra help to 
take part in parish life 
due to a learning disabil-
ŕǀǫݥܣȌĬݥŇƪƃǈƧƲݥŏāǤĬݥĝĬĬŹݥ
well supported practically 
āŹĥݥȉŹāŹĞŕāŮŮǫݥ ĝǫݥ āŮŮݥ ǀŏĬݥ
local clergy and parish-
ioners.
ݥŏāƲݥǀŕŷĬݥƃņݥƧāƲƲŕŹŇݥȌĬ

led to some volunteers 
having to retire after dec-
ades of faithful service 
and one of the groups has 
had to close, leaving four 
people on the waiting list 

for a place in 
SPRED. 

“We now 
need to re-

cruit eight new volun-
teers and four people who 
would be willing to drive 
someone to and from 
their SPRED group.”

She added “It is heart-
breaking to know that 
there are people who are 
desperate to have a place 
in SPRED and not be 
able to offer it to them.  I 
know how much SPRED 
means to them and to 
their families and I have 
promised them that we 
will do all we can to form 
a new group for them.  

“To do that, we need 
kind people who are will-
ing to share their faith 
with one person in a 
supportive small group. 
ȌƃƲĬݥǥŏƃݥāƪĬݥŕŹǀĬƪĬƲǀĬĥݥ
can experience SPRED 
through taking part in 
a short training pro-
gramme and then decide 
if it is for them.

To find out more   ■
call the SPRED Centre 
on 0141 770 5055 or 
email Glasgow.spred@
btconnect.com 

Help us SPRED!

As relics of Saint 
Padre Pio were 
brought to several 
Glasgow parishes as 
part of a rare visit to a 
number of churches in 
Scotland, Father Bryan 
Shorthall, director 
of the Padre Pio 
Apostolate, Ireland, 
tells Flourish about 
the enduring appeal 
of one of our most 
popular modern day 
saints

Padre Pio devotion 
stronger than ever

by brian 
swanson

Picture by Paul McSherry
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It’s always a happy occa-
sion when a neighbour 

looks in to mark a special 
birthday as this little boy 
discovered when Arch-
bishop Nolan, parishioner 
and resident of St Patrick’s 
Anderston, said a Mass of 
thanksgiving to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the 
adjoining primary school 
which also bears the saint’s 
name.

And during the Mass and 
in a nod to the past, the 
Archbishop used a chalice, 
gifted by young parishion-
ers in the early days of the 
church which this year cele-
brates its 125th anniversary.

Joyful
Parish Priest Canon Paul 

Gargaro said: “It was a very 
joyful occasion which the 
pupils enjoyed very much. It 
was good to see them react-
ing so well to the Archbishop 
who immediately put them 
at their ease.” 

Over the past few weeks, 
as these pictures show, 
Archbishop Nolan has gone 
back to the classroom as two 

other primary schools in 
the Archdiocese, St Mungo’s 
Townhead and St Patrick’s 
Dumbarton also celebrate 
their Golden Jubilees.

After celebrating Mass 

and meeting pupils and 
staff Archbishop Nolan said: 
“It was a great joy to visit on 
such a such a landmark oc-
casion for the schools, but it 
is also a great celebration of 
everything the schools have 
achieved up to now.
ݥȌĬƲĬ ƲĞŏƃƃŮƲݥ āƪĬݥ ȉŮŮĬĥݥ

with a great group of kids, 

news

Schools mark Golden Jubilees 
with visit from the Archbishop

a great team of staff and a 
real sense of community.

Head teacher at St Mun-
go’s, Patricia McNulty said: 
“We’re delighted that the 
Archbishop celebrated Mass 
with us. It was a beautiful 
celebration of what St Mun-
go’s is all about – faith, fam-
ily, community and coming 
together.”

And the same sense of joy 
was evident as the Arch-
bishop met pupils and staff 
after celebrating Mass at 
St Patrick’s Primary, Dum-
barton to mark 50 years of 
the opening of the present 
school building.

Left: St 
Patrick’s 
Anderston; 
far left: St 
Mungo’s; 
below: St 
Patrick’s 
Dumbarton

by brian swanson

pictures by paul mcsherry

Volunteers sought for 
hearing test study
Hearing Diagnostics 

Limited, an Edin-
burgh-based start-up, is 
piloting its new type of 
hearing test, which has 
shown to enable clinical-
level accuracy in com-
munity-based settings in 
previous informal pilots.

The company recently 
started a pilot study in cen-
tral Glasgow and Milngavie 
and continues looking for 
volunteers with hearing loss 
and also those with normal 
hearing, to come forward 
and help the company to 
prove the e!ectiveness of its 
hearing test.

The company is looking 
for volunteers – who will be 
unpaid – who are older than 
18 years. 

They can volunteer by 
calling 07780132745 or 
email: participants@hdiags.
co.uk and the company 
will con"rm times and the 
location. 

About 1 in 5 individuals 
aged 40+ have hearing loss. 
Early detection is crucial as 
without management, indi-
viduals with hearing loss are 
at risk of: 
t Anxiety issues and 

depression
t� 4PDJBM�JTPMBUJPO

t� +PC� MPTT� BOE� FDPOPNJD�
hardship

t� $PHOJUJWF� EFDMJOF�� UIF� SJTL�
of developing premature 
dementia is 5 times higher 
without hearing aids.

However, an estimated 
86% of those with hearing 
loss in the UK are unaware of 
their hearing loss.

Hearing Diagnostics was 
founded with the mission to 
drive early hearing loss de-
tection by making access to 
reliable hearing screening 
easy and convenient.

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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An international 
Catholic charity which 

stands in solidarity with 
Christians wherever they 
are persecuted is seeking 
new volunteers in Scot-
land to boost funds for its 
vital work.

Founded by a Catholic 
priest in Belgium more 
than 70 years ago to help 
war refugees – and recog-
ŹŕƲĬĥݥāƲݥāݥ¦ƃŹǀŕȉĞāŮݥFƃǈŹ-
dation since 2011 – Aid to 
the Church in Need (ACN) 
is dedicated to providing 
practical support to op-
pressed Christian commu-
nities worldwide.

William More, who is in 
charge of fundraising for 
ACN in Scotland, said: “Vol-
unteers who raise funds for 
us are our life blood – we 
simply could not exist with-
out them.
ݥȌĬǫ ŏĬŮƧݥ ǀƃݥ ƲŏāƪĬݥ ƃǈƪݥ

story with par-
ish groups, 
schools and 
other com-
munities and 
organise spon-

sored events all to raise 
awareness and funds to 
support oppressed Chris-
tians wherever there is a 
need – and there always is 
a need.
ݥȌŕƲ ĞāŹݥ ĝĬݥ ƪĬƲƧƃŹĥŕŹŇݥ

to everything from help-
ing those affected by natu-
ral disasters to rebuilding 
churches destroyed by ter-
rorist groups and that is 
where the funds raised by 
our volunteers here in Scot-
land

“When I visit parishes 
sometime people say to me 
that charity begins at home 
and I like to reply that the 
rest of  the quote says ’but 
it doesn’t have to stay there’ 

and that’s really what we 
are all about.

”Everyone who has volun-
teers with us has found it a 
very rewarding experience 
and I’d encourage people 
to get in touch with us to 
ȉŹĥݥƃǈǀݥņƃƪݥǀŏĬŷƲĬŮǤĬƲݥŏƃǥݥ
they can help. I promise you 
they won’t regret it”

With headquarters in 
Germany CAN now has a 
presence in 96 countries, 
including Nigeria, Chile, 
Lebanon, Syria and Ukraine 
and annually funds more 
than 5,000 global projects.

ACN receives no funding 
from other sources for this 
vital work and relies solely 
on money raised by its vol-
unteers.

For more info email  ■
William on William.
more@acnuk.org or call 
him on 07939 809414

Could you help 
tell the story of 
oppressed Christians 
worldwide?

Women’s support group is here to help

Belief and independence
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Faith Living – the support 
group for women af fect-

ed by divorce or separation 
– is of fering a warm wel-
come to anyone who might 
be interested in sharing in 
the group.
ȌĬݥŹĬǪǀݥŷĬĬǀŕŹŇݥņƃƪݥǥƃŷ-

en affected by separation 
and divorce will take place 
on Friday 14th April in St 
Patrick’s church hall, Dum-
barton from 6pm to 8pm. All 

new members are welcome 
ǀƃݥǀŏŕƲݥĞƃŹȉĥĬŹǀŕāŮݥāŹĥݥƧĬĬƪݥ
ƲǈƧƧƃƪǀݥŇƪƃǈƧݥܣȌĬݥŇƪƃǈƧݥŕƲݥ
ƧĬĬƪݥ ŮĬĥݥ āŹĥݥ ĞƃŹȉĥĬŹǀŕāŮݥݥܣ
ȌĬƪĬݥ āƪĬݥ āݥ ǤāƪŕĬǀǫݥ ƃņݥ ǥāǫƲݥ
that women can reach out 
before the meeting: 

Twitter:  
@GAWomenSupport 

Facebook: Faith Living 
(Archdioceses of Glasgow) 

email:  glasgowarchdiocese 
womensgroup@gmail.com

A catholic girl in Pakistan, who was 
raped and forced to convert by her 

kidnapper, has spoken out about her 
harrowing ordeal.

Kinza Sindhu – who is just 14 years old 
– was abducted from her home in Lahore 
ĝǫݥȉǤĬݥŷĬŹݥŕŹݥ±ĬƧǀĬŷĝĬƪܣڢڢڠڢݥ

She said: “My parents, who are both 
cooks, were away at work. My elder sister 
was in the kitchen when I heard a knock 
on the front door at around 12pm.

“When I opened the door, the armed 
men pulled me out and pushed me inside 
a van. I recognised two of them, but the 
rest were unknown.

“One of them made me take a sedative 
and I slipped into unconsciousness. Later 

one of the young guys I knew raped me at 
gunpoint, at an unknown location.”

Kinza was put under pressure to con-
vert to Islam and marry her rapist – but 
she refused to co-operate.

Relating her terrifying experiences in 
ŏĬƪݥŹāǀŕǤĬݥŮāŹŇǈāŇĬݥÆƪĥǈݥܝƲŏĬݥƲāŕĥݥܜȌĬݥ
next day the guy who raped me brought a 
bearded man to register the nikah [Mus-
lim marriage].

“I told them I am a Christian and re-
fused to repeat the Arabic verses…
ݥāŹĥݥƧāƧĬƪݥǥŏŕǀĬݥāݥƲŕŇŹݥŷĬݥŷāĥĬݥȌĬǫ

ǀƃƃŪݥŷǫݥȉŹŇĬƪƧƪŕŹǀƲݥܣȌĬǫݥāŮƲƃݥŷāĥĬݥǤŕĥ-
eos of the ceremony on a phone.”

She told ACN that she survived by pray-
ing silently throughout her ordeal.
UŹݥ�ĞǀƃĝĬƪݥڢڢڠڢݥƲŏĬݥǥāƲݥȉŹāŮŮǫݥāĝŮĬݥǀƃݥ

return home, but she and her parents are 
not out of danger.

Miss Sindu told ACN: “I am worried for 
my family who are still receiving threat-
ening calls from unknown numbers.

She said: “Now I am back home. I feel 
I am closer to God. I had lost all hope. It 
was God who sent help in the shape of 
lawyers who fought the case and brought 
me back.”

Up to 1,000 young female Christians 
and Hindus, aged between 12–25, are 
abducted and forced to convert to Islam 
every year.

In 2021 ACN launched an initiative with 
Pakistan’s national Catholic Commission 
for Justice and Peace to protect minor-
ity girls and produced the report ‘Hear 
Her Cries’, highlighting the kidnapping, 
forced conversion and sexual victimisa-
tion of Christian women and girls around 
the world.

Kinza’s story

Academics at the Uni-
versity of Glasgow have 

been awarded funding to 
look at the role of faith in 
deciding Scotland’s consti-
tutional future. 
ȌĬݥ ¦āƪŕƲǀāŷĬŹݥ �ŏāƪŕǀǫݥ

has awarded its 2023 Blue 
Sky Grant of £25,000 to a 
team led by Rev Dr Douglas 
Gay and Professor Heather 
Walton, who work in the 
ÆŹŕǤĬƪƲŕǀǫݥƃņݥGŮāƲŇƃǥݎƲݥȌĬ-
ology & Religious Studies 
subject area. 
ȌĬݥ �ŏāƪŕǀǫݥ āƲŪĬĥݥ ņƃƪݥ

proposals to increase un-
derstanding of Christian 
Reflection on Scotland’s 
�ƃŹƲǀŕǀǈǀŕƃŹāŮݥ FǈǀǈƪĬݥܣ ȌĬݥ
aim of the project is to bring 
together those on all sides 
of the independence de-
bate, including those who 
are undecided, to listen and 

respond to a range of argu-
ments and perspectives.

Dr Gay and Professor 
Walton will oversee research 
throughout Scotland, ex-
ploring how church mem-
bers and adherents apply 
faith-based arguments to 
Scotland’s continued be-
longing to the UK or its 
becoming an independent 
country.  

Rev Dr Gay, Senior Lec-
ǀǈƪĬƪݥܝȌĬƃŮƃŇǫݥ ݥ ©ĬŮŕŇŕƃǈƲݥ
Studies, based in the School 
of Critical Studies at the 
University of Glasgow, said:  
ݥȌĬƪĬ āƪĬݥ ŏŕŇŏݥ ŮĬǤĬŮƲݥ ƃņݥ

interest today in the place 
of faith in public life in Scot-
land. We are delighted to re-
ceived funding from Parista-
men to explore these issues 
with folk in the pews and to 
deepen our understanding 

of how people relate their 
faith to their thinking about 
constitutional options.” 

Professor Gareth Mor-
ŇāŹݥܝ�ŏāŕƪݥƃņݥ¿ƪǈƲǀĬĬƲݥƃņݥȌĬݥ
Paristamen Charity, added:

“Paristamen has funded 
a number of projects to en-
courage debate and explora-
tion of sensitive or contro-
versial issues, usually from 
a Christian perspective. We 
were delighted to receive an 
extremely strong proposal 
for this project from the 
University of Glasgow and 
we look forward to working 
with their team.”

Research will include ecu-
ŷĬŹŕĞāŮݥ ȉĬŮĥݥǥƃƪŪݥ āĞƪƃƲƲݥ āݥ
range of Christian churches 
and traditions in the Au-
tumn and Winter of 2023/4, 
ŮĬāĥŕŹŇݥ ǀƃݥ āݥ ȉŹāŮݥ ƪĬƧƃƪǀݥ ŕŹݥ
ǀŏĬݥȉƪƲǀݥŏāŮņݥƃņܣڤڢڠڢݥ

by brian 
swanson
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The Moderator of the 
General Assembly of 

the Church of Scotland has 
warmly praised a pioneer-
ing community partner-
ship between Catholic and 
Church of Scotland par-
ishes in Maryhill. 
ȌĬݥƧƪƃŧĬĞǀݥܝǥŏŕĞŏݥ ĝĬŇāŹݥ

more than two years ago, 
is designed to identify the 
needs of local people of all 
faiths and none and help 
them cope with the escalat-
ing cost of living crisis. 

Speaking after joining 
locals at a breakfast club in 
St Gregory’s, Wyndford, Rt 
Rev Dr Iain Greenshields 
ƲāŕĥݥܜȌŕƲݥǥāƲݥ -ĬǪݥƧƪŕŷĬݥāݥ
ample of the great good that 
can be done when churches 
from different denomina-
tions work together for the 
ĝĬŹĬȉǀݥƃņݥǀŏĬŕƪݥĞƃŷŷǈŹŕǀǫܣ

Dr Greenshields visited 
the project at St Gregory’s 
which is part of an initia-
tive with Maryhill Ruchill 
Parish Church ensures that 
ȉǤĬݥ ĝǈŕŮĥŕŹŇƲݥ ŕŹݥ ǀŏĬݥ āƪĬāݥ
are kept open as warm hubs 
throughout the week.

During his visit the Mod-
erator and his wife Linda 
talked to volunteers at the 
foodbank which provides 
more than 200 bags of gro-
ceries each week to local 
people.

Father Jim Lawlor, parish 

priest of Im-
maculate Con-
ception Mary-
hill, who along 
with a grow-
ing number of 

parishioner volunteer has 
been closely involved in the 
community project said: 
“We were delighted that the 
Moderator took the time to 
see for himself what we are  
doing here – he was clearly 
impressed with what has 
been achieved in the past 
couple of years.

“Because we are in part-
nership with other churches, 
we have been able to access 
funding from various sourc-
es to employ an outreach 
worker to identify the needs 

of folks in the community.
ݥȌāǀ ŮĬĥݥ ǀƃݥ ĝƪĬāŪņāƲǀݥ

clubs, warm hubs, food 
banks and so on – our aim is 
always to be there when the 
people need us.

“Essentially what we are 
doing is creating churches 
without walls so that we can 
keep bringing the commu-
nity together after the crazy 
couple of years we have had 
with Covid, and now the 
cost of living crisis.

“One of the very encourag-
ing things I’ve noticed as far 
as our parish is concerned, 
and I’m sure it’s the same 
with our partner churches, 
is that that number of vol-
unteers is growing all the 
time.”

Scotland’s bishops 
have sharply criticised 

the UK Government’s im-
migration policies which 
would see those arriving in 
small boats kept in deten-
tion camps before being 
deported to Rwanda.
ȌĬݥĝŕƲŏƃƧƲݥǈƪŇĬݥǀŏĬݥ�ƃŹ-

servative Government to 
remember that ‘these peo-
ple are our fellow human 
beings ... and regardless 
of their immigration status 
their intrinsic dignity must 
be upheld.”

Full text of the Bishops’ 
statement follows:

“People come to the UK 
for a multitude of reasons. 
Numerous are driven from 
their homes by persecution, 
conflict, poverty, natural dis-
asters, or lack of opportuni-
ties. Many of them attempt 
the extremely dangerous 
journey across the Channel 
to reach the relative safety of 
the UK. 

“Everyone would like to 
see the end of dangerous 
Channel crossings using 
small boats, however, the 
UK Government’s Illegal 

Immigration Bill, the stated 
purpose of which is to bring 
an end to these crossings, 
raises more questions than 
it provides answers. 
ݥȌĬ �ŕŮŮݥ ņāŕŮƲݥ ǀƃݥ ƧƪƃǤŕĥĬݥ

ƲǈǻȉĞŕĬŹǀݥ ĥĬǀāŕŮݥ ƃŹݥ ǀŏĬݥ ĬƲ-
tablishment of more safe 
and legal routes for people 
seeking sanctuary in the 
ÆhݥܣȌĬƲĬݥƪƃǈǀĬƲݥܝǥŏŕĞŏݥāƪĬݥ
a lifeline to many desperate 
and vulnerable people, are 
essential if the Government 
is serious about ending per-
ilous Channel crossings. 

“Due to their very vulner-
ability many refugees and 
asylum seekers cannot pos-
sibly have all the necessary 
documentation with them. 

ȌŕƲݥƧƪƃƧƃƲĬĥݥ�ŕŮŮݥǥŕŮŮݥāǈǀƃ-
matically force their remov-
al regardless of how or why 
they came here. 
ݥȌĬƪĬ ŕƲݥ āŮƲƃݥ āݥ ƧƪĬƲƲŕŹŇݥ

need for reform of the asy-
lum process which current-
ly has a backlog of hundreds 
of thousands of asylum ap-
plications. 
ݥȌĬ GƃǤĬƪŹŷĬŹǀݥ ŷǈƲǀݥ

remember that behind each 
application is a human be-
ŕŹŇݥܣ ȌĬݥ ĬƲǀāĝŮŕƲŏŷĬŹǀݥ ƃņݥ
asylum processing centres 
in France could help speed 
up the process and provide 
a safe, legal route for vulner-
able people to come to the 
UK. 

“We call on the UK Gov-
ernment to provide an as-
surance that it will respect 
the terms of the European 
Convention on Human 
Rights, the Refugee Conven-
tion, and its obligations to 
victims of modern slavery. 
ݥȌĬƲĬ ƧĬƃƧŮĬݥ āƪĬݥ ƃǈƪݥ

fellow human beings, our 
brothers and sisters, and 
regardless of their immigra-
tion status their intrinsic 
dignity must be upheld.”

Church unity in action Bishops criticise 
immigration bill

Field Studies Council is an environmental education charity. We 
cover all areas of UK natural history and biodiversity for novices, 

enthusiasts, volunteer recorders and professionals
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by brian 
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10 years of Pope Francis
as expressed in 10                          memorable words and phrases

Pope Francis has adopted a welcoming approach 
towards gay people, focusing always on the per-
son and not the label.  He has regularly met with 
gay Catholics and encouraged them to play an ac-
tive role in the Church. He has condemned acts 
of discrimination and violence against them and 
supports proper recognition of civil partnerships 
in state law.

“If someone is gay and is searching for the 
Lord and has good will, then who am I to judge 
him? ... !e problem is not having this tendency, 

no, we must be brothers and sisters to one an-
other.” – Press conference July 2013

“I am glad that we are talking about homosex-
ual people because before all else comes the indi-
vidual person, in his wholeness and dignity. And 
people should not be defined only by their sexual 
tendencies: let us not forget that God loves all his 
creatures, and we are destined to receive his infi-
nite love.”ݥܽݥȌĬݥwāŷĬݥƃņݥGƃĥݥŕƲݥuĬƪĞǫڦڡڠڢݥܝ

Pope Francis has insisted that the reforms of Vati-
ĞāŹݥ UUݥŷǈƲǀݥĝĬݥ ņƃŮŮƃǥĬĥݥܣȌŕƲݥŏāƲݥ ŮĬĥݥŏŕŷݥ ǀƃݥ ƪĬ-
strict the celebration of the Tridentine Mass while 
at the same time insisting on proper celebration 
of the post-Vatican II rites:

“I am saddened by abuses in the celebration of 
the liturgy on all sides. I deplore the fact that in 
many places the prescriptions of the new Missal 
are not observed in celebration, but indeed come 
to be interpreted as an authorization for or even 
a requirement of creativity, which leads to al-

most unbearable distortions. 
“But I am nonetheless saddened that the in-

strumental use of the old rite is often charac-
terized by a rejection not only of the liturgical 
reform, but of Vatican II itself, claiming, with 
unfounded and unsustainable assertions, that 
it betrayed the Tradition and the ‘true Church’. 
!e path of the Church must be seen within the 
dynamic of Tradition.” – Letter to the Bishops of 
the World, July 2016 

Pope Francis has made the process of synod part 
of the Church’s everyday life and wants to see the 
system of consultation, listening and accompani-
ment continue into the future.

“!e Synod offers us the opportunity to be-
come a listening Church, to break out of our rou-

tine and pause from our pastoral concerns in or-
der to stop and listen …!e Holy Spirit guides us 
where God wants us to be, not to where our own 
ideas and personal tastes would lead us.” – Ad-
dress for Opening of Synod October 2021

ȌĬݥ ¦ƃƧĬݥ ŏāƲݥ ĝĬĬŹݥ āݥ ƲǀƪĬŹǈƃǈƲݥ ĥĬņĬŹĥĬƪݥ ƃņݥ ǀŏĬݥ ƪŕŇŏǀݥ ǀƃݥ ŮŕņĬݥ
but has shifted the focus away from an exclusively abortion-
centred approach to a more ‘whole life’ understanding of the 
dignity of human life.

“Our defence of the innocent unborn needs to be clear, firm 
and passionate, for at stake is the dignity of a human life, 
which is always sacred and demands love for each person, re-

gardless of his or her stage of development. 
“Equally sacred, however, are the lives of the poor, those al-

ready born, the destitute, the abandoned and the underprivi-
leged, the vulnerable infirm and elderly exposed to covert 
euthanasia, the victims of human trafficking, new forms of 
slavery, and every form of rejection”  - Gaudete et Exsultate 
April 2018

Repeatedly the Holy Father has insisted the Church must 
ĝĬݥǥĬŮĞƃŷŕŹŇݥܝƃƧĬŹݥāŹĥݥĞāƪŕŹŇݥܣOĬݥĥĬȉŹĬƲݥǀŏĬݥ�ŏǈƪĞŏݥāƲݥ
āݍݥȉĬŮĥݥŏƃƲƧŕǀāŮݥݎƪĬāĥǫݥǀƃݥŏĬāŮݥǀŏƃƲĬݥŕŹŧǈƪĬĥݥŕŹݥǀŏĬݥĝāǀǀŮĬݥƃņݥ
everyday life.

“I see the Church as a field hospital after battle. It is use-
less to ask a seriously injured person if he has high choles-
terol and about the level of his blood sugars! You have to 
heal his wounds. !en we can talk about everything else. 
Heal the wounds, heal the wounds ... And you have to start 
from the ground up.” – Interview September 2013

ȌĬݥ¦ƃƧĬݥŏāƲݥ ŕŹƲŕƲǀĬĥݥ ǀŏāǀݥ�āǀŏƃŮŕĞƲݥŷǈƲǀݥ ƲŏƃǥݥāݥǥĬŮ-
coming attitude to migrants and refugees.
“It’s hypocrisy to call yourself a Christian and chase away 
a refugee or someone seeking help, someone who is hun-
gry or thirsty, toss out someone who is in need of my help. 
If I say I am Christian, but do these things, I’m a hypo-
crite.” - Audience October 2016

Pope Francis has surprised many with his insist-
ence on the reality of Satan and his warnings to 
be on guard against the Devil and his presence.

“We must pray, do penance, and not approach 
him or dialogue with him. And as well, to go 
to our mother, as children do. When a child is 
afraid, he goes to his mother. ‘Mum, mum, I’m 
afraid.’ When he’s had a nightmare, he goes to 
his mother. Go to the Virgin. She protects us.” - 
Mass Homily August 2018

ȌĬݥ¦ƃƧĬݥŏāƲݥĬŹĞƃǈƪāŇĬĥݥāݥǀǫƧŕĞāŮŮǫݍݥkāǀŕŹݥݎ
ƧŕĬǀǫݥǥŕǀŏݥŇƪĬāǀݥĞƃŹȉĥĬŹĞĬݥŕŹݥǀŏĬݥŕŹǀĬƪĞĬƲ-
sion of the Madonna.

“!e gaze of Our Lady helps us to look 
at one another as brothers and sisters. 
Let us look upon one another in a more 
fraternal way! Mary teaches us to have 
that gaze which strives to welcome, to 
accompany and to protect.” - Sept 2013 
Mass at the shrine of Our Lady of Bonaria, 
Cagliari

ȌĬݥȉƪƲǀݥƧƃƧĬݥǀƃݥƲĬŮĬĞǀݥāƲݥŏŕƲݥŹāŷĬƲāŪĬݥǀŏĬݥƧāǀƪƃŹݥ
saint of ecology, Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis 
has emphasized concern for creation as a new 
priority of the Church and made ecology a central 
theme of his papacy.

“As stewards of God’s creation, we are called to 
make the earth a beautiful garden for the human 
family. When we destroy our forests, ravage our 
soil and pollute our seas, we betray that noble 

calling.” —Speech, Manila, Philippines, January 
18, 2015

“A Christian who doesn’t safeguard creation, 
who doesn’t make it flourish, is a Christian who 
isn’t concerned with God’s work.”— Meditation, 
February 2015

ȌĬݥĥāǫݥāȅǀĬƪݥŏŕƲݥĬŮĬĞǀŕƃŹݥ¦ƃƧĬݥFƪāŹĞŕƲݥǥĬŹǀݥǀƃݥ
ǀŏĬݥ�āƲŕŮŕĞāݥƃņݥ±ǀݥuāƪǫݥuāŧƃƪݥ ŕŹݥ©ƃŷĬݥܣȌĬƪĬݥŏĬݥ
greeted the priests hearing confessions. “Forgive 
ĬǤĬƪǫƃŹĬݥݎŏĬݥƲāŕĥݥݥܣȌŕƲݥŕŹƲŕƲǀĬŹĞĬݥƃŹݥGƃĥݎƲݥŷĬƪĞǫݥ
has been a constant theme.

“God never tires of forgiving us; we are the 
ones who tire of seeking his mercy”.ݥܽݥȌĬݥfƃǫݥƃņݥ
the Gospel 2014

“!e confessional is not a torture chamber, but 
the place in which the Lord’s mercy motivates us 
to do better.” - My Door is Always Open, 2014

H O M O S E X UA L I T Y
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Rome’s streets were dark and uncharacteristically wet on the night 10 years ago 
last month that 267th successor of St Peter was elected. As the bells began to peal 
after a two-day conclave, people from all over the city began to run to St Peter’s 
Square.  Confirmation that something significant was happening came with the 
switching on of the spotlights picking out the loggia above the central door of the 
basilica and the arrival of the bands of the Vatican gendarmerie and the Italian 
carabinieri, their uniforms uncharacteristically bedraggled by the rain.
"en the doors swung open, a processional cross emerged and the Cardinal proto-
deacon read the celebrated formula … “Annuntio vobis Gaudium magnum …. 
Habemus Papam!” – I bring you news of great joy. We have a Pope! 
At his first audience on 16 March 2013, Francis told journalists that he had chosen 
the name Francis in honour of Saint Francis of Assisi, and had done so because he 
was especially concerned for the well-being of the poor. He explained that, as it 
was becoming clear during the conclave voting that he would be elected the new 
bishop of Rome, the Brazilian Cardinal Cláudio Hummes had embraced him and 
whispered, “Don’t forget the poor”, which had made him think of the saint. "e 
name was a surprise. No Pope had ever been called Francis.
Ten years on the extraordinary pontificate of Pope Francis continues to be a papacy 
of surprises. To mark the anniversary, Flourish editor Ronnie Convery chooses 10 
words to summarize 10 years of the Argentinian Pope.  Words that Francis has 
spoken and written, and which have shaped the life of the modern Church.

Picture: Imago Mundi
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Probably the most famous 
ƧāŕŹǀŕŹŇݥ ƃņݥ ݥƃǈĝǀŕŹŇ%ݍ Ȍƃ-
ŷāƲݥݎ ŕƲݥ ȌĬݥ UŹĞƪĬĥǈŮŕǀǫݥ ƃņݥ
±ǀݥܣ ȌƃŷāƲݥ ĝǫݥ �āƪāǤāŇŇŕƃݥܝ
āݥ ǀƪǈŮǫݥ ŷāŇŹŕȉĞĬŹǀݥ ƧŕĬĞĬݥ
where Jesus seems to guide 
ǀŏĬݥ ŏāŹĥݥ ƃņݥȌƃŷāƲݥܝ ŮŕŪĬݥ āݥ
surgeon, into the wound 
which is mirrored by the rip 
ŕŹݥȌƃŷāƲݥݎŇāƪŷĬŹǀݥݥܣ
ȌĬƪĬݥŕƲݥܝŏƃǥĬǤĬƪݥܝāݥŮĬƲƲĬƪݥ

well-known version of the 
scene by Vincenzo Camucci-
ni to be seen in Saint Peter’s 
Basilica.  Originally painted 
by Domenico Passignano, it 
lacks the close-up intensity 
of Caravaggio’s image. 
ȌĬݥ ĝƃĥǫݥ ƃņݥ fĬƲǈƲݥ ŕƲݥ ƧƪĬ-

sented to the viewer with 
only his face turned towards 
ǀŏĬݥ �ƧƃƲǀŮĬݥܣ ݥ ȌĬݥ Ůƃǥ݀ŏĬŮĥݥ
outstretched hands almost 
ƲĬĬŷݥ ǀƃݥ ƲǈŇŇĬƲǀݥ ǀŏāǀݥ Ȍƃ-
mas’ incredulity is mis-
placed and his close exami-
nation and touching of the 
wound seems inappropriate 
and unwarranted.  

With other apostles gath-
ered around and looking on, 
perhaps the artist wanted to 
Ʋŏƃǥݥ ǀŏāǀݥȌƃŷāƲݥ ǥāƲݥ Źƃǀݥ
alone in his doubt.  

Perhaps, with the posture 
of the Lord’s Body, Camuc-
cini portrays that the viewer 

is also in-
volved in 
the doubt. 

J e s u s 
alone is 

painted in white and with 
a halo around his head.  He 
is, after all, the Holy One of 
God, who brings Light and 
Truth into the world.  

Camuccini’s painting 
stands out for its powerful 
depiction of the moment of 
doubt and faith in the resur-
rection of Jesus. It is a stun-
ning example of neoclassical 

art that captures a crucial 
moment in Christian his-
tory. 

Its vivid portrayal of the 
ŕŹǀĬƪāĞǀŕƃŹݥĝĬǀǥĬĬŹݥ±ǀݥܣȌƃ-
mas and Jesus serves as a re-
minder of the power of faith 
and the importance of ques-
tioning and seeking answers 
in our spiritual journeys. 
ȌĬݥŇƪāĞĬݥņƃƪݥȌƃŷāƲݥǥāƲݥ

ǀŏāǀݥŏŕƲݥȉŹŇĬƪݥܝƧƃŕŹǀŕŹŇݥŕŹǀƃݥ
the side of Christ, would lat-
er point to Christ as his Lord 
and God.

A R T O F T H E MO NT H

Faith and doubt in 
sacred art

by mgr tom 
monaghan

Vincenzo Camuccini, The incredulity of Saint 
Thomas the Apostle, ca 1800

God our Father, Saint !omas the Apo"le 
"ruggled to believe in the resurre#ion of 
Jesus. But through your grace and patience, you 
revealed yourself to him and "rengthened his 
faith. May we have the courage to face our doubts 
and bring them to you in prayer. May we also have 
the humility to accept your truth, even when it 
$allenges our under"anding. We thank you for 
the example of !omas and his ultimate belief in 
Jesus. May he inspire us to tru" in your unfailing 
love and to never give up on our journey towards 
faith. Amen.

P R AY E R O F T H E MO NT H

Most days, I walk be-
tween four and six 

miles – sometimes more, 
sometimes less depending 
on my schedule. 

Being part of the Laud-
ato Si Movement as well as 
chair of Pax Christi Scot-
ŮāŹĥݥܝUݥȉŹĥݥǀŏŕƲݥĞƃŹŹĬĞǀŕŹŇݥ
with Mother Earth good for 
my heart, soul and mind. 

Sometimes when I’m 
walking I recite St Francis 
of Assisi’s canticle – Praise 
be to Sister Air, Sister Wa-
ter, Sister Fire, Praise be to 
Mother Sister Earth… 

Tramping forest tracks 
and native woodlands, pick-
ing my way along the shore-
lines of lochs and burns, 
and along muddy pathways 
(in Argyll there are always 
muddy pathways), these 
words draw attention to 
the most minute detail of 
Mother Earth’s ever-chang-
ing apparel.

‘Mother Earth.’ It’s not a 
phrase that sits well with 
everyone, but Pope Francis 
has used it, echoing St Fran-
cis of Assisi, and the United 
Nations even created Inter-
national Mother Earth Day 

(April 22). Pax Christi Scot-
land has an on-line event on 
April 20 to discuss how we 
are caring for her.

Whatever phrase we 
use – our Common Home, 
Mother Earth, the planet 
– we can’t turn our backs 
because without it/her we 
simply don’t exist. We read 
in Exodus that God made 
this earth, and having made 
it he saw it was good.
ȌĬŹݥܝƃņݥĞƃǈƪƲĬݥܝOĬݥāĥĥĬĥݥ

humans to the equation, 
and we have to admit that 
this after-thought, this ad-
dition of people (whether 
we go with the clever bibli-
cal analogy or evolution), 
has over time made a bit of 
a mess of Mother Earth.

But why would Pax Chris-
ti Scotland hold an event 
to mark UN International 

Mother Earth Day? Surely 
Pax Christi (the Peace of 
Christ) is about peace, not 
climate?

I don’t think that peace 
and climate can be separat-
ed. Just as we have to work 
for justice if we want peace, 
we must work to stop the 
climate emergency if we 
want peace.

SCIAF’s Lent campaign 
focused on Zambia, where 
Caritas Kabwe (funded by 
all who donate to the Scot-
tish Catholic International 
Aid Fund) is empowering 
those badly affected by the 
climate emergency, bring-
ing families peace of mind.

Mike Mwenda, the young 
Zambian journalist who 
ŧƃŕŹƲݥƃǈƪݥuƃǀŏĬƪݥ-āƪǀŏݥܝȌĬݥ
Environment & Peace pan-
el, has interviewed those 

who have had to move from 
their traditional lands in 
many African countries be-

cause persistent droughts 
have destroyed their crops 
ǫĬāƪݥāȅǀĬƪݥǫĬāƪݥܣȌĬǫݥŏāǤĬݥǀƃݥ

go somewhere, and ‘some-
where’ doesn’t want to wel-
come them, whether that 
is a neighbouring country 
equally affected by chang-
ing weather patterns or a 
distant one where a hostile 
reception is part of the po-
litical agenda. No peace for 
the starving…

Catholic Social Teaching 
reminds us that human 
dignity can be protected 
and a healthy community 
can be achieved only if hu-
man rights are protected 
and responsibilities met. 

Every person has a fun-
damental right to life and 
a right to those things 
required for human de-
cency. If shelter and food 
are denied because of cli-
mate change, we need to 
do something very quickly 
to protect those affected. I 
reckon it’s our responsibil-
ity to Mother Earth and all 
who are sustained by her.

Register for the  ■
April 22 online event at: 
https://us02web.zoom.

u s / m e e t i n g / r e g i s t e r 
tZAlcuisrjgvGtx7sXcvgR 
P_iTddFRGUhdEH 

Our responsibility for ‘Mother Earth’
Marian Pallister
The chair of Pax Christi Scotland 
focuses on the issues of the day
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By the time he marked a decade at the 
pinnacle of power, it was clear that 

under this maverick leader, nothing would 
ever be the same. 

His openness, his passion for reform, 
his electric sense of possibility, had cap-
tured the imagination of the world and 
propelled the institution he leads into un-
charted waters.

It was equally clear, however, that this 
mesmerizing leader may have let loose 
energies that ultimately he won’t be able 
to control.

Despite his tremendous popular-
ity abroad, the leader faces a determined 
core of domestic opposition from both the 
right and the left, leaving his own institu-
tion lacerated, polarized, and increasingly 
fragile. A decade of previously unthinkable 
change has shattered old certainties, cre-
ating a context in which almost anything 
seems possible — including outcomes the 
man at the top neither intended nor de-
sired.
ȌāǀݥĞƃǈŮĥݥĬāƲŕŮǫݥĝĬݥāݥĥĬƲĞƪŕƧǀŕƃŹݥƃņݥ¦ƃƧĬݥ

Francis right now, as he marks the 10-year 
āŹŹŕǤĬƪƲāƪǫݥƃņݥŏŕƲݥĬŮĬĞǀŕƃŹݥǀƃݥǀŏĬݥȌƪƃŹĬݥƃņݥ
Peter. In fact, however, it’s a characteriza-
tion of Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev 
in early 1991, just before the Soviet Empire 
over which he’d presided, and which he’d 
desperately tried to renew from within, 
fell apart.

Today, it seems clear that Pope Francis 
has a “Gorbachev problem” – enormous 
acclaim outside the Catholic Church, 
but increasingly brazen opposition from 
within. Also like Gorbachev, Francis’s foes 
come both from a traditionalist right un-
happy with his progressive agenda, and 
an impatient left increasingly hungry for 
actual revolution rather than mere re-
form.

Francis, too, has promoted an ecclesias-
tical version of glasnost, lifting old taboos 
and encouraging robust debate on previ-
ously closed questions, from outreach to 
gays and lesbians to the role of women in 
the church, married clergy, and matters 
beyond. He too has also launched a pro-
gram of decentralization, which now goes 
under the buzzword of “synodality.”

After taking the reins, Gorbachev sig-
naled a strong break with the past by 

openly reversing some of the positions of 
his predecessors. He freed dissidents such 
as Andrei Sakharov, rejected the “Brezh-
ŹĬǤݥĥƃĞǀƪŕŹĬݥǀŏāǀݥŧǈƲǀŕȉĬĥݥ±ƃǤŕĬǀݥŷŕŮŕǀāƪǫݥ
incursions into satellite states and pulled 
Soviet troops out of Afghanistan.

In a similar spirit, Francis rehabilitat-
Ĭĥݥ ȉŇǈƪĬƲݥ ŷāƪŇŕŹāŮŕǵĬĥݥ ǈŹĥĬƪݥ ƧƪĬǤŕƃǈƲݥ
popes (such as Cardinals Walter Kasper 
Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga) and reversed 
the church’s course on matters such as 
communion for divorced and civilly re-
married Catholics and the Latin Mass.

Looking back, it’s clear what Gorbachev 
intended to accomplish: He wanted to re-
vive what he saw as the original promise of 
the Soviet system, its twin commitments 
to social justice and global solidarity, in 
the conviction that freed from its preten-
sions of command and control, that vision 
would be strong enough to sustain a new 
and better future for the Soviet institu-
tional apparatus.

In the end, of course, that’s not how 
things played out.

Instead, right-
wing elements led 
by the so-called 
“Gang of Eight” at-
tempted to lead an 

āŹǀŕ݀GƃƪĝāĞŏĬǤݥ ĞƃǈƧݥ ŕŹݥ�ǈŇǈƲǀݥ ݥȌĬݥܣڡککڡ
failure of that effort emboldened the lib-
erals, who were impatient with the pace 
of change; led by Boris Yeltsin, they essen-
tially engineered a series of events that led 
swiftly to the transition to a confederation 
of independent states, marking the effec-
tive end of the Soviet era.

Like Gorbachev before him, Francis fac-
es a strong right wing inside his own sys-
tem, including a large swath of the mid-
dle managers he depends upon to govern, 
which fears things are going too far. While 
they’re unlikely to attempt an actual coup, 
they’re certainly inclined to resistance, 
either active or passive, to much of the 
pope’s agenda.

In the meantime, he also faces a growing 
cohort of liberals unwilling to wait for per-
mission to implement even more sweep-

ing reforms, perhaps most pointedly right 
now in portions of Western Europe such 
as Germany and Belgium. 
ȌĬݥ ƪĬĞĬŹǀݥ ǤƃǀĬݥ ĝǫݥ ǀŏĬݥ GĬƪŷāŹݥ ĝŕƲŏ-

ops to authorize blessings of same-sex 
ǈŹŕƃŹƲݥܝ ŕŹݥ ƃƧĬŹݥ ĥĬȉāŹĞĬݥ ƃņݥ âāǀŕĞāŹݥ ĥŕ-
rectives, is eerily reminscent of the 1990 
elections for the Russian Supreme Soviet, 
when it became clear that Yeltsin and the 
other liberals would press ahead with 
their agenda regardless of Gorbachev’s 
calls for restraint.

Granted, the Catholic Church has a 
staying power that vastly outstrips the 
Æ±±©ݥܣȌĬݥ ±ƃǤŕĬǀƲݥ ĬŹĥǈƪĬĥݥ ŮĬƲƲݥ ǀŏāŹݥ ݥڠڧ
years; Catholicism has been around for 
more than 2,000. No matter how much 
the contradictions under Francis may be 
heightened, the church he leads is deeply 
unlikely simply to dissolve.

Nevertheless, the question remains: Can 
the moderate reform sketched by Francis 
endure, or will the centrifugal energies 
of a deeply polarized era prove so intense 
that a rupture is inevitable?

In other words, is Francis destined to 
follow the Gorbachev script to the very 
end – to drink this bitter cup to the dregs, 
in the language of the Psalms? Or, given 
the comparatively greater resilience of 
Catholicism and Francis’s own opportu-
nity to learn from experience, can he suc-
ceed where Gorbachev failed, leaving be-
hind a revitalized institution ready to face 
its challenges with new energy and sense 
of purpose?

It’s too early to say, but we can at least 
phrase things this way for Francis at the 
ten-year mark: For the rest of his papacy, 
the drama is whether he’ll end up as the 
Gorbachev of history, or the Gorbachev of 
a parallel universe in which things actu-
ally turned out as planned.

After a decade Pope Francis 
faces his ‘Gorbachev moment’

URBI ORBI
NEWS FROM THE VATICAN AND THE CATHOLIC WORLD 

In association with Crux – taking the Catholic pulse

&

CRUX is an independent US-
based news agency with the 
mission to deliver the best in 
smart, wired and independent 
Catholic news. We have 
special editorial interests, 
such as faith and culture and 
anti-Christian persecution 
around the world , but we 
cover the whole Catholic story.cruxnow.com

by john l allen jr 
editor of crux
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26 years' expertise & thousands
of bathrooms installed
Full design and installation
High-quality products for safety
& comfort
Showrooms across England &
Scotland
Traditional customer service (no
call centres)
0% Finance available

Choose BMAS:

Credit is subject to status and affordability. Terms and conditions apply. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Bathing Mobility Advisory Service Limited,
FCA Register no. 819781 is an appointed representative of Mobility Bathing Group Limited, Unit 20-21 Padgets Lane, Redditch. B98 0RA, FCA Register No. 673828. Credit is

provided by Novuna Personal Finance, a trading style of Mitsubishi HC Capital UK PLC, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Register No. 704348).
 

0141 530 3572

Don't want to forget?
Scan our QR code to book
a call back when suits you

12 MONTHS BUY NOW
PAY LATER 11.9%
REPRESENTATIVE
APR
& 0% FINANCE 

Call us today for  your FREE no-obligation
home consultation and bathroom design

ADAPTING YOUR
BATHROOM
SHOULDN'T FEEL LIKE A
COMPROMISE

bathingmobility.co.uk

Visit Our Showrooms:
Bathing Mobility Advisory Service

In Dobbies Garden Centres
Lasswade & Braehead

Open 10am-5pm Mon-Sun
 

Here’s a new one. I need 
Lent to last a couple of 

weeks more. 
My Lenten penance of cut-

ting my social media time 
to the bare minimum hasn’t 
gone as well as I’d hoped. 
I need to come with a late 
ƪǈŹݥŕŹݥOƃŮǫݥãĬĬŪݥܣȌāǀݥāŹĥݥ
topping up with ad hoc de-
nials of bags of smoky ba-
con crisps and bars of Fry’s 
Chocolate Cream. 

My youngest daughter re-
coiled in horror when I told 
her I was putting a limit 
on my daily dive into Twit-
ter and my (I’ll be honest) 
ashamedly frequent scroll-
ing of the sidebar of shame. 
It’s how young people live 
and they don’t remember a 
time when a daily newspa-
per printed the night before 
was seen as breaking news.  

Himself and I are meat-
free on Fridays during Lent. 
I’ve always argued against 

abstaining from meat on 
a Friday because we’re big 
ȉƲŏݥ ƧĬƃƧŮĬݥ Ʋƃݥ ǥŏĬƪĬݎƲݥ ǀŏĬݥ
ŷƃƪǀŕȉĞāǀŕƃŹݥܤ �ǈǀݥܝ Źƃݥܝ ŏĬݥ
insisted. He’s right, it is a 
penance – for me. 

I’m the one who has to 
ƲĞŏŮĬƧݥāŮƃŹŇݥǀƃݥǀŏĬݥŮƃĞāŮݥȉƲŏݥ
shop, pitching up just on 
closing time to the obvious 
ŕƪĬݥ ƃņݥ ǀŏĬݥ ȉƲŏݥ ŷĬƪĞŏāŹǀݥܣ
He’s shutting up shop for 
the night and has to dig 
deep in the fridge in the 
ĝāĞŪݥ ƲŏƃƧݥ ņƃƪݥ ǀǥƃݥȉŮŮĬǀƲݥ ƃņݥ
peat-smoked haddock. 

I came home late from 
ǥƃƪŪݥǀŏĬݥȉƪƲǀݥFƪŕĥāǫݥƃņݥkĬŹǀݥ
to a couple of juicy steaks 
in the fridge, begging to 
be tossed in a pan, lovingly 
sautéed and served with 
a salad. Quick, nutritious 
and so, so tasty.

Not a chance. “What’ll it 
ĝĬݥܝ ƲāǫƲݥ ŏĬݥܣ FŕƲŏݥ ȉŹŇĬƪƲݥ
from the corner shop or a 
ĞŏŕƧƧŕĬݥܤ ȌĬݥ ȉƲŏݥ ƲǈƧƧĬƪݥ

won the toss. Not so quick, 
given the teatime queue; 
questionably nutritious, 
with a month’s fat content 
ŕŹݥ ƃŹĬݥ ƧƃƪǀŕƃŹݥܨ ĥĬȉŹŕǀĬŮǫݥ
tasty though. 

With grandchildren 
on the scene I’m trying 
to recreate the Easters of 
my childhood. In typical 
rose-coloured-spectacle 
memory those Easters were 
ǥāƪŷݥāŹĥݥƲǈŹŹǫݥܣȌĬǫݥǥĬƪĬݥ
āŮǥāǫƲݥ ǀŏĬݥ ȉƪƲǀݥ ƃǈǀŕŹŇݥ ƃņݥ
a new summer dress, an-

ŪŮĬݥ ƲƃĞŪƲݥ āŹĥݥ ƲāŹĥāŮƲݥܣȌĬݥ
Easter bonnet completed 
the ensemble and the sun 
continued to shine glori-
ously while I rolled my egg.

Today’s reality is a bunch 
ƃņݥ ņĬƪāŮݥ ĝƃǫƲݥ ȉŇŏǀŕŹŇݥ ƃǤĬƪݥ
the spoils of the Easter 
egg hunt and traipsing 
mud through the house. 
I wouldn’t change any of 
it. On I plough keeping to 
ǀƪāĥŕǀŕƃŹݥܣ Uݥ ȉƪŷŮǫݥ ĝĬŮŕĬǤĬݥ
in giving them eggs rather 
than chocolate bunnies to 

keep the message clear. I 
harbour no such objections 
to the baby rabbits when it 
comes to my own consump-
tion. 

It won’t fly with vegans 
and vegetarians but my 
Pascal leg of lamb is non-
negotiable. Easter Sunday 
family lunches have a lovely 
feel to them. Unlike Christ-
mas, despite the best at-
tempts of the supermarket 
giants, they are not com-
pletely overrun by commer-

cialism. 
As I wish you and yours 

a Happy Easter I’ll leave 
ǫƃǈݥǥŕǀŏݥ¦ƃƧĬݥFƪāŹĞŕƲݥݎȉƪƲǀݥ
Easter message 10 years 
ago. 

“It is always possible to 
begin anew, because there 
is a new life that God can 
awaken in us in spite of all 
our failures. From the rub-
ble of our hearts God can 
create a work of art.”

A Twitter message, 
wouldn’t you know!

Mary’s musings
Flourish columnist  
Mary McGinty’s monthly  
musings on faith and family

If only Lent could be just that wee bit longer…
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FCJ Centre St Hugh’s 
Spirituality and outreach with the 
Faithful Companions of Jesus 
 
Email: FCJCentreStHughs@gmail.com 
 

Events for Young Adults (20s and 30s) To finds out more follow us on social media, or 
email us to join an event. 
 

Holy week with the Faithful Companions of Jesus – in person (women only)  
2-9 April 
An opportunity to spend time with a religious community and pray through Holy Week 
alongside them. Based in Liverpool. 

Lindisfarne Pilgrimage 12-16 April 
 

A walking retreat to the Holy Island of Lindisfarne of the coast of North East England. 
We will walk part of St Cuthbert's way and across the ancient pilgrim path to Holy Island. 
There will be opportunity for prayer, reflection, walking and lots of socialising! 
Young Adults (20's and 30's) 

Vocations weekends (in person)  
26-28 May 
 

For women considering the vocation to religious life. 
Opportunity for shared prayer, input, discussion, personal reflection and Q&A with FCJ 
Sisters. 

Prayer and social action in the inner city.  
June (any 2 week period) 
A 2-week live-in in a religious community in the inner city. Engage in prayer, reflection, and 
input as well as social action.  
The projects available include 

x a community kitchen for Roma women 
x an after-school project 
x work with the homeless  
x an environment project.  

 

The FCJ Sisters are an international congregation of Catholic religious sisters who live 
Ignatian spirituality. We have communities across the world and are involved in a wide 
range of ministries and mission. If you would like to find out more take a look at: 

www.fcjsisters.org 

The night before he died, 
Jesus struggled might-

ily to accept his Father’s 
will. The Gospels describe 
him in the Garden of Geth-
semane, prostrate on the 
ground, “sweating blood”, 
and begging his Father to 
save him from the brutal 
death that awaited him. 
ȌĬŹݥܝāȅǀĬƪݥŏĬݥȉŹāŮŮǫݥƲǈƪ-

renders his will to his Fa-
ther, an angel comes and 
strengthens him.
ȌŕƲݥ ĝĬŇƲݥ āݥ ƩǈĬƲǀŕƃŹݥܜ

where was the angel when, 
seemingly, he most needed 
it? Why didn’t the angel 
come earlier to strengthen 
him? 

Two stories, I believe, 
can be helpful in answering 
this.
ȌĬݥ ȉƪƲǀݥ ĞƃŷĬƲݥ ņƪƃŷݥ

Martin Luther King Jr. In 
the days leading up to his 
assassination, he met angry 
resistance and began to re-
ceive death threats. He was 
courageous, but he was also 
human. At a point, those 
threats got to him. Here is 
one of his diary entries.

“One night towards the 
end of January, I settled into 
bed late, after a strenuous 
day. Coretta had already 
fallen asleep and just as I 
was about to doze off the 
telephone rang. An angry 

voice said, ‘Listen, nig.., 
we’ve taken all we want 
from you; before next week 
you’ll be sorry you ever 
came to Montgomery.’ I 
hung up, but I couldn’t 
sleep. It seemed that all of 
my fears had come down on 
me at once. I had reached a 
saturation point. 

“I got out of bed and be-
gan to walk the floor. Fi-
nally, I went to the kitchen 
and heated a pot of coffee. 
I was ready to give up. With 
my cup of coffee sitting un-
touched before me, I tried 
to think of a way to move 
out of the picture without 
appearing a coward.

“In this state of exhaus-

tion, when my courage had 
all but gone, I decided to 
take my problem to God. 
With my head in my hands, 
I bowed over the kitchen 
ǀāĝŮĬݥāŹĥݥƧƪāǫĬĥݥāŮƃǈĥݥܣȌĬݥ
words I spoke to God that 
midnight are still vivid in 
my memory.

“‘I am here taking a stand 
for what I believe is right.  
wƃǥݥUݥāŷݥāņƪāŕĥݥܣȌĬݥƧĬƃƧŮĬݥ
are looking to me for lead-
ership, and if I stand before 
them without strength and 
courage, they too will falter. 
I am at the end of my pow-
ers. I have nothing left. I’ve 
come to the point where I 
can’t face it alone.’ At that 
moment I experienced the 

presence of the Divine as 
I had never experienced 
Him before.” (Strive Toward 
Freedom)

Notice at what point in 
his struggle the angel ap-
pears.

In her autobiography, 
!e Long Loneliness, Dorothy 
Day shares this story. As a 
young woman, along with 
the man she loved, she had 
been somewhat militant in 
her unbelief. Indeed, their 
reluctance to enter the in-
stitution of marriage was 
meant as a statement of 
their non-acceptance of 
traditional Christian val-
ues. 
ȌĬŹݥ ƲŏĬݥ ĞƃŹĞĬŕǤĬĥݥ āݥ

child and its birth was the 
beginning of a radical con-
ǤĬƪƲŕƃŹݥņƃƪݥŏĬƪݥܣȌĬݥŧƃǫݥƲŏĬݥ
felt holding her baby con-
vinced her that there was a 
God and that life had a lov-
ing purpose. 

She became a Roman 
Catholic, much to the cha-
grin of the man she loved, 
the father of her child: he 
gave her an ultimatum: if 
you have this child bap-
tized, our relationship is 
ended. She had the child 
baptized and lost that rela-
tionship (though they con-
tinued as friends). How-
ever, she now found herself 
a single mother with no job 
and no real vision or plan as 
to where to go now in life.

At one point, she became 
desperate. She left the 
child in the care of others 
and took a train from New 
York City to the Shrine of 
the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Washington, D.C. 
In her autobiography, she 
describes how she prayed 
that day, how desperate her 
prayer was. 

Like Jesus in Gethsemane 
and Martin Luther King in 

Montgomery, her prayer 
was one of raw need and 
helplessness, of an admis-
sion that she no longer had 
the strength to go on. Es-
sentially, she said this to 
God: ‘I have given up eve-
rything for you and now I 
am alone and afraid. I don’t 
know what to do and am 
lacking strength to carry on 
in this commitment’. 

She prayed this prayer of 
helplessness, took the train 
back to New York, and not 
long after found Peter Mau-
rin sitting on her doorstep, 
telling her that he had heard 
about her and that he had a 
vision of what she should 
now do, namely, to start the 
Catholic Worker.ݥȌāǀݥƲĬǀݥǀŏĬݥ
path for the rest of her life. 
ȌĬݥ āŹŇĬŮݥ ŏāĥݥ ĞƃŷĬݥ āŹĥݥ
strengthened her.

Notice at what point 
in these stories the angel 
makes its appearance – 
when human strength is 
fully exhausted. 

Why not earlier? Because 
up to the point of exhaus-
tion, we don’t really let the 
angel in, relying instead on 
our own strength. 

But, as Trevor Herriot 
says, “Only after we have let 
the desert do its full work in 
ǈƲݥǥŕŮŮݥ āŹŇĬŮƲݥ ȉŹāŮŮǫݥ ĞƃŷĬݥ
and minister to us.”

!e angel always comes at just the right time
Scribblings of 
the spirit
Flourish’s regular columnist,  
Fr Ronald Rolheiser offers 
practical insights each month 
into improving our spiritual 
lives
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Fr Tony Walsh, the oldest 
priest in the Archdiocese 

of Glasgow, has died. He 
was 98 years old.

Fr Tony, originally from 
Hamilton, was a ‘late voca-
tion’ when he was ordained 
in 1970 by Archbishop Scan-
lan in St Martin’s, Castlem-
ilk.

He was ordained in Glas-
gow to serve as a priest of 
the Archdiocese of Cape 
Town in South Africa how-
ever within three years he 
returned home and served 
the remaining years of his 
priesthood in Glasgow in 
parishes including St Con-
stantine’s, Govan, St Rob-
ert’s Househillwood, St 
Michael’s Parkhead and 
Holy Cross, Crosshill.

He retired from active 
ministry in 1991 and lived 
latterly at Nazareth House, 
Cardonald.

A full obituary of Fr Tony 
will appear in Flourish next 
month.
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† Fr Tony Walsh

Dorothy DayMartin Luther King
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Nuns always on the run!
Once a week Sister Mary, 

a Daughter of Charity 
of St Vincent de Paul, gets 
two buses from the south-
side of Glasgow to the East 
End of the city.
ȌĬݥ ŧƃǈƪŹĬǫݥ ŕƲݥ ĝǫݥ Źƃݥ

means a brief one.
Once there, as she has 

done for many years, she 
visits the elderly in their 
homes, bringing Holy Com-
munion on occasions and 
the gift of friendship al-
ways.  

Sister Mary is 89.
Should you want an ex-

ample of the invisibility of 
the work our religious com-
munities it is surely that of 
Sister Mary, who has served 
faithfully as a Daughter for 
Charity for – and think of 
this – 67 years.

Resolutely camera-shy 
and surprised that anyone 
would be interested in what 
she does, she said simply: “I 
do it because I love doing it 
and I’ll carry on as long as 

the Lord lets me.”
Women in religious life 

tend not to make a fuss 
about what they do so if her 
dedication seems remark-
able to an outsider, it was 
mentioned almost as an 
afterthought at the launch-
ing of a new project by the 
Daughters of Charity called 
the Listening Heart based 
in a former undertakers 
premises at 1369 Gallow-

gate, opposite St Michael’s 
Church.

However, the logo outside 
ǀŏĬݥ ŹĬǥŮǫݥ āĞƩǈŕƪĬĥݥ ƃǻȉĞĬݥ
and the invitation to “Stop 
and Blether” means that this 
is one initiative that will be 
among the most visible that 
the Daughters of Charity 
undertake.

Its opening hours are yet 
to be arranged but for now 
there is a simple rule for 
those who need help: If the 
lights are on – knock and 
come in!
ȌĬƪĬݥ āƪĬݥ Źƃǥݥ ŧǈƲǀݥ ƲĬǤĬŹݥ

active Daughters of Charity 

in the Archdiocese but after 
hearing what they do behind 
the scenes the temptation 
ǀƃݥĞāŮŮݥǀŏĬŷݥǀŏĬݥuāŇŹŕȉĞĬŹǀݥ
Seven is quite irresistible.

But before hearing about 
that, one of the other sis-
ters, Sister Maria, who has 
been co-ordinating the new 
project, is keen to explain 
its background and what it 
is expected to achieve.

She said: “When we hear 
ƃņݥŹĬĬĥݥ ŕŹݥ āŹݥ āƪĬāݥ ǀŏĬݥȉƪƲǀݥ
thing we do is identify what 
exactly that need is.

“Collaboration is the key 
to what we do in projects 
like this so for the Listening 
Heart we started with lots 
of Googling …
ݥƲĞŏƃƃŮƲݥǀƃݥǀāŮŪĬĥݥǥĬݥȌĬŹ

in the area, the churches, 

Catholic and otherwise, we 
spoke to doctors’ surgeries, 
all sorts of health profes-
sionals, and as many peo-
ple and organisations  as 
we could think of to see if 
ǥĬݥĞƃǈŮĥݥȉŹĥݥ ݥǥŏāǀݥĬǪāĞǀŮǫݥ
people needed and how we 
could help.

“It took time, but we 
wanted to get it right.

“After that research the 
main thing we found that 
people had no one to talk to 
and therefore nowhere to 
go with their worries and 
of course Covid made it so 
much worse because they 
were stuck – literally – in 
their houses.

Burdens
“People carry burdens 

and they have nowhere to 
take them, the problems 
fester and then they become 
a huge issue but a problem 
shared is a problem halved. 

“But we do not think for 
one minute we will solve 
people’s problems – people 
solve their own problems, 
but we are here to listen. 

“So, we call this project 
the listening heart because 
we listen with our heart but 
without judging. 

“Basically, we will sign-
post people where they 
should go, and we can only 
do that by working very 
closely with all the many 
agencies in the area. 

A good collective noun 
for the sisters might be a 
‘blessing’ of nuns or per-
haps, given that they are  a 
cheery bunch, a  ‘giggle’ of 
Sisters who were welcom-
ing to this scribe whom they 
mercilessly teased about his 
choice of pink socks.
ȌĬݥ ŷƃƃĥݥ ǀǈƪŹĬĥݥ ŷƃƪĬݥ

What do religious sisters do all day? It’s a 
question that’s been posed for generations and 
one which we hope will be answered in a new 
Flourish series aimed at making the invisible 
visible as we focus on the behind the scenes work 
of religious communities in the Archdiocese

serious when they talk about 
the troubled souls they help. 
ȌĬǫݥ ƲǀāŹĥݥ ŕŹݥ ƲƃŮŕĥāƪŕǀǫݥ
alongside drug addicts, al-
coholics, pregnant teenage 
girls and abused women.
ȌĬǫݥ āƪĬݥ ǀŏĬƪĬݥ āǀݥ ǀŏĬݥ

foodbanks looking out for 
the lost and the lonely, the 
marginalised who have lit-
tle food and even less hope, 
giving them practical sup-
port  regardless of that in-
dividual’s  faith and never 
making judgment.

Sister Marie, with more 
than 50 years of service, 
is happy to talk about her 
ǥƃƪŪݥ āƲݥ ĞŏāƧŮāŕŹݥ āǀݥ ȌĬݥ
Space in Govanhill, founded 
by the Daughters of Charity 
10 years ago and regarded 
as  one its  most successful 
projects working to improve 
the lives  of disadvantaged 
families, including the 
Roma population said to be 
the largest in Scotland.

Wonderful
Sister Marie said: “It’s 

been wonderful to see it 
grow  over the years.  I’m 
just a small part of a team – 
but I assist wherever I can. 
I help with the English lan-
guage classes but really I do 
whatever is needed. Mostly 
people often just want to 
talk over a cup of tea and 
sometimes they’ll tell me 
their problems and I’m hap-
py to listen because that’s 
often all they want – a good 
listener.”

It’s a template that has 
ǥƃƪŪĬĥݥƲƃݥǥĬŮŮݥņƃƪݥȌĬݥ±ƧāĞĬݥ
and given the faith and en-
thusiasm of those behind 
the Listening Heart there’s 
every reason to believe that 
it too will become another 
very successful sister act.
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Sisters’ busy schedule helps make lives better for many

by brian swanson

pictures by paul mcsherry

New beginnings in east end for Sisters

Sister Marie with friends at The Space
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We begin April in Holy 
Week this year, re-

calling the events of Jesus’s 
Passion, from the triumph 
of his arrival in Jerusalem, 
through the Last Supper 
and betrayal of Judas, to 
the trials, suf fering and 
crucifixion. 

However, the weeks of 
Easter which follow remind 
us of the more joyful truth: 
that the Cross was for our 
salvation, that Jesus’ death 
was an act of total love for 
us and that from his death 
ǥĬݥȉŹĥݥŮŕņĬݥܝǥŕǀŏݥŏŕŷݥāƲݥƃǈƪݥ
risen Lord. 
ȌŕƲݥ ŕƲݥ ƃǈƪݥ ņāŕǀŏݥܝ āݥ ņāŕǀŏݥܝ

we will see this month, that 
is to be shared.

Easter Sunday, Year A
Our Easter Liturgies offer 

ǈƲݥǀǥƃݥāĞĞƃǈŹǀƲݥƃņݥǀŏĬݥȉƪƲǀݥ
Easter morning: Matthew’s 
at the Easter Vigil and John’s 
on Easter Sunday. Mat-
thew’s is full of drama. Un-
like the other evangelists, 
he tells us about the won-
drous things that happen 
when the stone over Jesus’s 
tomb is rolled away (daz-
zling angels, earthquakes 
and swooning soldiers). He 
wants us to have a sense of 
the power of God at work in 
the Resurrection. 

However, the women who 
arrive and see these things 
are told not to be afraid 
(twice in this short pas-
ƲāŇĬݥܝ ŕŹݥ ņāĞǀܵݥܣ ȌĬݥ ƲƃŮĥŕĬƪƲݥ
are “shaken” and faint; the 
ǥƃŷĬŹݥāƪĬݥȉŮŮĬĥݥǥŕǀŏݥāǥĬݥ
āŹĥݥ ŮĬāǤĬݥ ŕŹݥ ŧƃǫݥܣ ȌĬǫݥ ǈŹ-
derstand what is happen-
ing and go off to tell oth-
ĬƪƲݥܣȌŕƲݥܝŕŹݥņāĞǀݥܝǥŕŮŮݥĝĬݥǀŏĬݥ
important part: the women 
tell Jesus’s disciples so they 
in turn can meet Him, now 
risen, to begin their mission 
of telling others. For Mat-
thew, Easter leads to mis-
sion, to proclamation.

For John, on Easter Sun-
day, things are less dra-
ŷāǀŕĞݥܣ ȌĬƪĬݥ ŕƲݥ āŹݥ ĬŷƧǀǫݥ
tomb, some running back 
and forth and some confu-
sion, of course, but the Be-
loved Disciple’s experience 
leads him to believe and to 
understand the promises of 
GƃĥݥŕŹݥ±ĞƪŕƧǀǈƪĬݥܣȌĬݥƪĬƲǈƪ-
rection was promised. For 
John, Easter leads to faith. 
ȌĬݥ FŕƪƲǀݥ ©ĬāĥŕŹŇݥ ƃŹݥ

Easter Sunday brings these 
things together as Peter 
preaches the Gospel to a Ro-
man centurion and his fam-
ŕŮǫݥŕŹݥƃƪĥĬƪݥǀƃݥĞƃŹȉƪŷݥǀŏĬŷݥ
in faith. Mission and faith: 
both are part of our Easter 
celebration.

Second Sunday of Easter, 
Year A

As always, today we hear 
about two appearances of 
the Risen Jesus to his disci-
ƧŮĬƲݥܝǥŕǀŏݥȌƃŷāƲݥ āƲݥ āݥ ŪĬǫݥ
character, seeking proof 
ĝĬņƃƪĬݥ ŏĬݥ ǥŕŮŮݥ ĝĬŮŕĬǤĬݥܣ ȌĬݥ
First Reading from Acts, 
however, reminds us that 
ǥŏāǀݥȌƃŷāƲݥ āŹĥݥ ǀŏĬݥ ƃǀŏ-
ers experience, and the faith 
they profess as a result, will 
be shared. 
ȌĬŕƪݥ ǥŕǀŹĬƲƲݥ ݥܽ ĝƃǀŏݥ ŕŹݥ

word and action, in their 
teaching and in the “signs” 
they work – will be a cor-
nerstone of the early com-
ŷǈŹŕǀǫݥܣȌĬŕƪݥ ǀƃŇĬǀŏĬƪŹĬƲƲݥ
in love, their unity in prayer 
and their sharing of the 
Eucharist likewise shape 
their lives, all born of the 
Easter encounter with Je-
sus, and of the Holy Spirit 
he shares with them to bring 

them peace and strength. 
ȌĬݥ ǀƪāŹƲņƃƪŷāǀŕƃŹݥ ĝĬ-

gun in that Upper Room 
will bear fruit when they go 
out to preach. Over these 
weeks, our Sunday readings 
will touch in various ways 
on these same themes: mis-
sion, prayer, unity, and Je-
sus present in the Breaking 
of Bread, the Eucharist. As 
St Peter says in the Second 
reading, “you did not seen 
him and yet you love him”. 

We have not had the same 
experience of the Risen Je-
sus that the Apostles had, 
but we have put our faith in 
him and come to know him 
in so many ways. Our faith, 
ŮŕŪĬݥǀŏāǀݥƃņݥȌƃŷāƲݥܝŮŕŪĬݥǀŏāǀݥ
of the Apostles in the Upper 
Room, should bring us joy, a 
joy to be shared.

Third Sunday of Easter, 
Year A

If the early community 
was “faithful to the teach-
ing of the Apostles and to 
the breaking of bread”, 
as we heard last Sunday, 
this week we get glimpses 
of that happening. In the 
First Reading, Peter stands 
up and teaches the crowds 
about Jesus, and shows how 
his death and resurrection 
were part of God’s plan for 
salvation. 

In the Gospel – the fa-
mous story of two disciples 
walking away from every-
thing – we hear Jesus him-
self teach them this same 
lesson, that the promises of 
±ĞƪŕƧǀǈƪĬݥŏāĥݥĝĬĬŹݥņǈŮȉŮŮĬĥݥ
in him and that, far from 
being dashed, their hopes 
had in fact been realised. 
ȌĬݥĥŕƲĞŕƧŮĬƲݥƃŹŮǫݥƪĬĞƃŇŹŕƲĬݥ

it is Jesus, however, in the 
Breaking of Bread, the very 
action Jesus had given them 
as his memorial at the Last 
Supper. 

It is a story which reminds 
us of the movement of our 
liturgy: we gather in Jesus’ 
company with our hopes, 
and often our disappoint-
ments; we hear the Scrip-
tures spoken and shared 
(do our hearts “burn with 
us”?) and then recognise the 
Risen Jesus present in the 
Breaking of Bread, in the 
Eucharist itself. 

And, like the two disci-
ples at Emmaus, this leads 
ǈƲݥǀƃݥȉŹĥݥŹĬǥݥƲǀƪĬŹŇǀŏݥāŹĥݥ
to share this news, this en-
counter, with others. In the 
Mass, we recognise him and 
know him better, are drawn 
more closely together, and 
are strengthened to bring 
the good news to others. 
Faith and mission again go 
hand in hand this Easter!

Fourth Sunday of Easter, 
Year A

ȌĬƲĬݥ ±ǈŹĥāǫƲݥ ƃņݥ -āƲǀĬƪݥ
are speaking to us about the 
life of the Church, its faith 
āŹĥݥ ŕǀƲݥ ŷŕƲƲŕƃŹݥܣ ȌŕƲݥ ±ǈŹ-
day, however, we are brought 
back to the person of Jesus 
at the heart of all of that. He 
is the one whom the crowds 
are called on to turn to (First 

Reading), whose very name 
brings salvation and for-
giveness. He is the shep-
herd who came in search of 
us, the sheep who had gone 
astray, despite the suffering 
and pain he took on for us 
(Second Reading). 
ȌŕƲݥ ƪĬāĥŕŹŇݥ ņƪƃŷݥ ¦ĬǀĬƪݥ

takes us back to Holy Week, 
and the meaning of the Pas-
sion: Jesus dying that we 
might live, revealing God’s 
love for us. He is the one 
who gathers, protects and 
leads his sheep, calling each 
one by name (Gospel). 

All of the readings to-
day recognise the possibil-
ity that we might go astray 
and lose our way, but that if 
we listen to the voice of the 
Shepherd and follow him we 
ǥŕŮŮݥȉŹĥݥŮŕņĬݥܣ
ȌĬݥ GƃƲƧĬŮݥ ƧāƲƲāŇĬݥ āŮƲƃݥ

adds the image of Jesus as 
the “Gate”, the shepherd who 
lies down at the entrance to 
the pen in order to keep the 
sheep safe. He will not leave 
them so long as there is dan-
ger around or so long as they 
might wander off. Jesus is, 
thus, a reliable, dedicated 
and unfailing Shepherd.

If Easter is about faith and 
mission this year, then our 
faith could not be more se-
cure, and our mission could 
not be more joyful, when we 
remember who it is we trust 
and who it is we preach!

!is year let’s really listen to the 
message of Jesus’ resurrection

Fr Tom 
Kilbride

Fra Angelico, Resurrection of Christ and 
Women at the Tomb, 1442
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As preparations get 
underway for the first 

Archdiocesan pilgrimage 
to Lourdes in three years, 
tributes have been paid to 
two pilgrimage veterans 
who died within weeks of 
each other.

Retired joiner Frank Ma-
ley, who died aged 87, and 
Felix Porter, former head 
teacher of St Roch’s Second-
ary School, Royston, who 
passed away, aged 96, were 
both men of deep faith and 
humility with a great devo-
tion to Our Lady, their fami-
lies said.

A family member said of 
Frank: “Over a period of al-
most 50 years, he support-
ed the St Joseph’s Lourdes 
Group, the St Margaret of 
Scotland Youth Group, the 
Glasgow Lourdes Hospital-
ité and the Pilgrimage Com-
mittee. 

“He didn’t serve on com-
mittees; he didn’t like the 
limelight, so he was always 
more content to carry out 
any tasks inconspicuously 
and he was always happy to 
help.

“He was a veteran fund-
raiser and together with 
his wife, Alice, raised many 
thousands of pounds which 

sent countless 
Glasgow people 
to Lourdes. 

“He was 
proud of what his family was 
able to contribute, with his 
support, but never more so, 
than when four generations 
of his family participated in 
the 2019 Pilgrimage.”

His funeral mass was 
held at his home parish 
of St Joseph’s, Tollcross. 
where Frank had been the 
hall keeper for many years. 
ȌĬݥuāƲƲݥǥāƲݥĞĬŮĬĝƪāǀĬĥݥĝǫݥ
four priests and a deacon 
and the music was provided 
by the St Margaret of Scot-
land Youth Group which 
had been sending secondary 
school pupils to work with 
sick pilgrims for almost 50 
years.
ȌĬݥŇƪƃǈƧݎƲݥuŕĞŏāĬŮݥ�āŹ-

ning told Flourish that Felix 
Porter was also a Lourdes 
institution.  

He said: “He was a lov-
ing father, grandfather and 
great grandfather as well 
as a well-respected  head 
teacher with a drive and 
passion for the pupils of his 
school, where he was head 
teacher from 1978 to 1989, to 
maximise their potential. 

“For 13 years, he and 

ȌĬƪĬƲāݥǥĬŹǀݥƃŹݥǀƃݥ ŮĬāĥݥǀŏĬݥ
St Margaret of Scotland 
Youth Group on their annual 
Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes.  Heaven help any 
young person who might 
have claimed that they were 
‘too tired’ from the work in 
Lourdes for they would be 
met with a steely Felix gaze 
and hear the words, ‘Tired-
ness is not a condition...it is 
merely a state of mind!’”

“Felix was a one off.  He 
was passionate about creat-
ing opportunities for young 
ƧĬƃƧŮĬݥ āŹĥݥǥŕǀŏݥȌĬƪĬƲāݥ ĝǫݥ
his side, he spent his life 

witnessing to that St Roch 
school motto “Alios Adiuva” 
– to help others.” 

His Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated at his home parish 
of St Bridget’s, Baillieston.

Prices for this year’s  ■
pilgrimage which includes 
flights from Glasgow and 
seven nights full board are 
from £879 per person. For 
more details contact Joe 
Walsh Tours on Freephone 
0808 1890468, email info@
joewalshtours.co.uk or 
visit the website www.
joewalshtours.co.uk 

Remembering Lourdes champions

This past month, as you 
well know, Lent began, 

and for the first time in 
three years, because of Cov-
id, we were able to distrib-
ute ashes in the traditional 
way on Ash Wednesday. 

Last year we were advised 
to sprinkle the ashes over 
people’s heads. In 2021 we 
were in full lockdown, and 
the best we could do was 
to follow the instruction 
from the liturgists, inviting 
people to creatively provide 
their own ashes, using dried 
out soil from their garden; 
ashes from the grate; char-
coal from the barbecue, or 
ǥŏāǀĬǤĬƪݥĬŮƲĬݥǥƃǈŮĥݥƲǈǻȉĞĬܣ
ȌĬŹݥ ǥĬݥ ĝŮĬƲƲĬĥݥ ǀŏĬݥ

ashes virtually during the 
streamed Mass from the Or-
atory, and asked those tuned 
in to sign themselves with 
their ashes, using whatever 
formula they felt drawn to, 
whether to remember being 
dust and returning to dust; 
or promising to turn away 
from sin and be faithful to 
the Gospel. 

It was good this Lent, 
once again, to be marking 
people with the cross.

We entrusted the task of 
preparing the ashes to Fa-
ther John, and he made a 
good job of it. Once again, 
I was reminded of an inci-
dent back in 2014 when a 
number of parishioners in 
various churches in Galway, 
in the West of Ireland, were 
quite literally branded by 
the ashes, complaining of 

a burning sensation as the 
priest signed them on their 
foreheads and spoke the ac-
companying words. 

One priest had to actually 
stop the Mass and advise 
the people to go into the 
sacristy and wash the ashes 
off. He then sent the ashes 
to a public health laboratory 
for testing. 

It turned out that the par-
ishes where this happened 
had painstakingly prepared 
their own ashes which are 
produced by burning the 
branches of the leftover 
palms from the previous 
Palm Sunday. It emerged 
that the palms they burned 
were too dry, so that the ash-
es turned caustic when wa-
ter was added and produced 
the chemical potassium hy-
droxide, which doesn’t mix 
well with human skin. 

Apparently, it’s best to 
burn the branches while 
ǀŏĬǫݥ āƪĬݥ ƲǀŕŮŮݥ ŇƪĬĬŹݥܣ ȌĬݥ
priests involved lamented 

Human beings have need of ritual
Fr Frank’s log
Fr Frank Keevins cp is Parish 
Priest of St Mungo’s Townhead

that in very many years of 
preparing their own ashes 
in such a way, this was the 
ȉƪƲǀݥ ǀŕŷĬݥ ǀŏāǀݥ ǀŏĬƪĬݥ ŏāĥݥ
ever been any problem. 

I’m not too sure if they 
continued doing it that way, 
I suspect they did, but here 
in St. Mungo’s we are hap-
py to get our ashes already 
made up in Prinknash Ab-
bey with just the water, and 
perhaps a little oil, requir-
ing to be added.

It has been said that, since 
Covid and lockdown, church 
attendance in Scotland has 
ĥƪƃƧƧĬĥݥ ƲŕŇŹŕȉĞāŹǀŮǫݥܝ ŕŹݥ
some places by as much 
āƲݥ ȉȅǀǫݥ ƧĬƪĞĬŹǀݥܣ OƃǥĬǤĬƪݥܝ
as always there were good 
crowds at the Masses on Ash 
Wednesday, arguably the 
biggest crowds of the year, 
even more so than at Christ-
mas and Easter, and it’s a bit 
of a mystery as to why that 
should be, although here in 
St. Mungo’s, as a Passion-
ist Church, it may be that 

and the veneration of the 
cross. What deep places 
within ourselves must such 
rituals touch into?

I recently read that the 
well know fairy tale, Cin-
derella, can be understood 
as a kind of parable for 
kĬŹǀݥܣȌĬݥŹāŷĬݥܝ�ŕŹĥĬƪĬŮŮāݥܝ
means the little girl in the 
āƲŏĬƲܴݥǀŏĬݥĞŕŹĥĬƪƲܵݥܣȌĬݥǀāŮĬݥ
begins with her being hum-
bled, but at the end she is 
lifted up in love to a joy be-
yond her wildest imagin-
ings. 

We all start Lent being 
humbled. What could be 
more humbling than to be 
signed with ashes and re-
minded of our mortality, re-
minded that we came from 
dust and return to dust? 
But, by the end of Lent, we 
will be lifted up in love, the 
greatest expression of God’s 
love being found in the Pas-
sion and Death of Jesus, 
through which we then en-
ter into the incredible joy of 
the Resurrection at Easter. 

Hopefully we can journey 
through Holy Week in such 
a way as to make this, not a 
fairy tale, but the greatest 
reality we can know. Hum-
ble yourself in the sight of 
the Lord, and He will raise 
you up. (James 4:10)

As ever, protect yourself, 
your loved ones and others, 
and protect Christ in your 
lives.

Good Friday has even bigger 
crowds. 

What both days have in 
common is powerful ritual 
– the signing with ashes 
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Frank Maley Felix Porter

by brian 
swanson
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In the last few 
weeks, Bishop Brian 
McGee, the Bishop of 
Argyll and the Isles 
travelled to Ethiopia 
with SCIAF Chief 
Executive Alistair 
Dutton to see the 
work they do through 
their partners there. 
Bishop McGee 
recently became 
SCIAF’s Bishop 
President and this 
was his first trip 
overseas with them 
since taking up the 
role. !is month and 
next we will share his 
diary from his trip, 
which he described 
as “fascinating, 
challenging but also 
uplifting.”

Day 1

Greetings from Ethio-
pia where I am visiting 

SCIAF’s projects with its 
Director Alistair Dut-
ton. SCIAF is the Catholic 
Church’s of ficial Aid 
Agency in Scotland and 
has worked in Ethiopia for 
many decades.

After arriving this morn-
ing in the capital Addis 
Ababa, we travelled south 
ǀƃݥ �ƪĝāݥ uŕŹĞŏݥܣ ȌĬƪĬݥ ǥĬݥ
met with the local bishop, 
as SCIAF provides funding 
for several projects in his 
diocese. 

Day 2
�ǈƪݥȉǤĬ݀ŏƃǈƪݥ ŧƃǈƪŹĬǫݥ ǀƃݥ

Jinka ended up taking six 
hours! 

Ethiopians are a proud 

people. Since arriving I 
have been struck by their 
intelligence, organisation, 
politeness and hard work. 
From early morning, chil-
dren were taking cattle to 
pasture, gathering wood, 
women setting up roadside 
stalls and farmers tilling 
the soil. Ethiopians possess 
wisdom and know hard 
graft.

Day 3
ȌĬݥ āƪĬāƲݥ ǥĬݥ ŏāǤĬݥ ĝĬĬŹݥ

travelling through have ex-
perienced drought for four 
years. It is now taking its 
toll. In Southern Ethiopia 
so many people need emer-
ŇĬŹĞǫݥ āŕĥݥܣ ȌĬݥ āŷƃǈŹǀݥ ƃņݥ
available food has reduced 
dramatically so that adults, 
especially mothers, will 

chose to go without food so 
that others can eat. 

Millions of livestock have 
died while those remaining 
produce little milk. I saw 
people, where rivers should 
be full of flowing water, 
digging in the sand for wa-
ter underground for their 
animals. People are anxious 
about the future.

On a more positive note, 
we stopped at two SCIAF 
sponsored water points. 
We delighted in seeing the 
enjoyment of the people! 
ȌĬݥ ƧǈŷƧƲݥ ĥƃŹݎǀݥ ƪĬŷƃǤĬݥ
all problems but they do 
ease a basic worry for our 
hard-working sisters and 
brothers. When you donate 
to SCIAF you are not simply 
giving to charity but part-
nering with fellow human 
beings across the world.

Day 4
When people hear of 

SCIAF they immediately 
think of responses to ex-
treme poverty or sud-
ĥĬŹݥ ĬŷĬƪŇĬŹĞŕĬƲݥܣ ȌŕƲݥܝ ƃņݥ
course, is true. But SCIAF 
is much more than that.

�ƲݥƃǈƪݥƃǻȉĞŕāŮݥ�ŕĥݥ�ŇĬŹĞǫݥܝ
SCIAF implements Catholic 
Social Teaching which has, 
at its core, Integral Human 
%ĬǤĬŮƃƧŷĬŹǀݥܣUǀݎƲݥŹƃǀݥƲǈǻȉ-
cient to merely ensure peo-
ple are fed, crucial as this 
is, but the whole human 
person must be allowed to 
develop. One aspect of this 
is the empowerment of 
women.
ȌĬݥ ȉƪƲǀݥ ãƃŷĬŹݥ -ŷ-

powerment Group I visited 
was near the city of Jinka. 
Women are often seen 
here as having no value ex-
ĞĬƧǀݥ ǀƃݥŏāǤĬݥĞŏŕŮĥƪĬŹݥܣȌĬǫݥ
described how their lives 
had been turned around 
through membership of 
the group. A safe space ex-
ists where domestic abuse 
and other forms of violence 
can be discussed and sup-
port given. Yes, the vari-
ous life skills learned and 
the loan facilities to begin 

a small business had lifted 
them out of poverty – but 
the transformation they de-
scribed went much deeper. 
ȌĬǫݥ Źƃǥݥ ŏāĥݥ āŹݥ ŕŹŹĬƪݥ

ĞƃŹȉĥĬŹĞĬݥ ǀŏāǀݥ Źƃǀݥ ƃŹŮǫݥ
allowed their own personal 
transformation but also 
positively influenced their 
families and wider society. 
Several spoke of how previ-
ously they had felt like “no-
bodies” but now recognised 
their true worth. 
ȌĬǫݥ ŏāǤĬݥ ĬŹĞƃǈƪāŇĬĥݥ

a further 22 groups in the 
area and so 260 women 
ŏāǤĬݥĝĬŹĬȉǀĬĥݥܣUǀݥǥāƲݥĞŮĬāƪݥ
to me that the empower-
ment group was a complete 
ƲǈĞĞĬƲƲݥ āŹĥݥ Uݥ āŷݥ ĞƃŹȉ-
dent that the members will 
ĝĬŹĬȉǀݥ ņƃƪݥ ŷāŹǫݥ ǫĬāƪƲݥ ǀƃݥ
come.

To find out more about  ■
SCIAF’s work in Ethiopia 
visit www.sciaf.org.uk

Seeing sciaf’s work up close…
Bishop Brian 
McGee
Bishop of Argyll and the Isles


